
October 1. 1969 

MEMORANDUM. FOR 

H. R. HALDEMAN 

Aa you know. aDd have been unflUinaly .en.itive to. it i. diflicult 
for me to offer political advice to the Pre.ident, or more parUculal'ly 
to hie aides. I have been an active Democrat. and if they allow me 
(which alaa 1 doubt) I will be one alain. 

But for the moment 1 am doina somethina 1 happen to kIlow 80methins 
about: ••rviq a Predel.nt of the United State.. This normally 
should involve living one' a opinion Oil political mattera. NormaUy, 
however, 1 do not. There are exc.pUoas. 

Olle exceptlon occurred la.t Friday morl'dna when 1 tried to atat••• 
clearly and openly .s 1 could my f.eUoa that the war in Vietnam i. 
a political disaster which the Preaident is not respon.ible for, and 
which in no circumstane•••houlel he aUow-him.elf to be labelled. with. 

1 was aurprbed at two reactions in the room. Fir.t. there seemed 
a number of people who quite clearly f••l the American public is 
behind the war. StUl. Second. there ware at least a few persons 
who seem to think the war i. some kind of Presidential prerolatlve 
which we must DOt allow colle.8 boy. or elfeminate profe••orB to 
infrin.e. 

God {bava mercy on u. if tbis mood. prevaUs. 1 enclo.e The Boston 
Globa account of the Harrinaton SaltonstaU race: 

The victory of Mi.chael Harril'gton wa. a victory 
for tha Dew politic. and for the opponeDt. of the 
war in Vietnam. 

Au it was a wedous defeat for Richard Nixon 
aDd hi. pollcie. in Southe••t A,ia. 

Healy ia no friend of the war. But he 11 not all enamy of the Pre.ident. 
1 have knOWll bim for year. and rea.rd him as one of the dozen beat 
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political reporter. in the country.. 

Time ie rUllD.lq out. At 1e.at 1 thiDk ao. 

Thl. ia • peraoul note, but if you thlDk it a.neihle, you 
milht ahow it to John EbrUchman. 

Daniel P. Moynihan 

DPM/ec 
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