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Montreat, N.C. 28757 · 
Augus t 4, 1972 r \ // .» I/ 1/ J/ /' \ x/ )v-! IJ! ./ .>/ 

Dear Mr . Pres iden t : I. I( \ j\rJ..--/ ,> / ' 
./ 

1\ J-.-r. > 
EncLos ed i s a copy-of- an-article 

from t he Los Angel es Times that is qui t e 
i nt er es t i ng. I have not r ead t his new 
bo ok "Rel i gi on a nd t he New Ma j or i ty " but 
it i s being wri t t en up in news papers 
thr oughout the c ountr y and be i ng quoted 
on ma ny t elevision and r adio s hows . I 
th i nk t hi s brief r ev i ew f r om t he Los 
Ange l es Times is wor th your r eading, not 
becaus e of my own personal i nvo l ve ment , 
but becaus e it does emphas i z e what I have 
been pointing out t o you i n a number of 
conver s a t ions we hav e had t hat t he~e is 
an emerging evangelical s trengt h in t he 
country tha t i s go i ng t o have a strong 
bear i ng on socia l and pol i t ica l matters 
pr oba bl y for a ge ner a t i on to come. 

I enjoyed t a l k i ng with you on the 
phone t he ot her evening . I had j us t 
walked in the door from Ca l ifornia. 

For what it 's worth , I would 
s eriously ques t ion t he wisd om of your 
becoming per sona l l y invol ved in t he 
campaign before ear l y Sept ember . I f the 
pol ls and t he mood of t he countr y con
t inue as is you ma y be wi s e to do only a 
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mlnlmum of campa i gni ng. I think Sena t or 
McGover n i s per fe ctly ca pable of making 
furt her mistakes. However, I think the 
grea tes t pr obl em you may have to face is 
a pa t hy and compl acency. 

Be as sured of my constant pr a yer s 
on your behal f . 

Most yours, 

The Pr es i dent 
The White Hous e 
Wash i ngt on , D. C. 

Enc . 

c 
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Billy Graham V lues
 
Se n Key to lection
 

Nixon's Affinity With Evangelist Gives
 
Him Start on McGovern, 2 Authors Say
 

BY JOHN DART 
Times RolI; lon Wrltor 

The presidential candi 
date "hose values seem 
closest to that of the Rev. 
B illy Graham stands the 
b est chance to "in in 
N ovem ber , suggests a new 
stu dy of the evangelist's 
e ffect on "Midd le Ameri
ca," 

By th at yardst ick, Pres
1dent Nixon has a running 
s tart on Se n , George S. 
lIcGovern because of the 
forme r 's clo se association 
a n d ideological affinity 
with Mr. Graham. 

"Any analysis w hi c h 
perceives BilIv Graham to 
be either t h e greatest re vi
va lis t of h is t ime or White 
House 'c h ap I a i n' fa lls 
short of def in ing his actual 
p lac e in Am eri can socie
ty," accordin g to authors 
Gerald S, Strober and 
Lowell D. Str eiker, 

·"Graham is to day t he 

leader of the politically de
cisive ma jority," Strober 
and Streiker said, "the 
man who more con sis ten t
ly than an yo ne else articu
lates the 'as pi rat ions and 
fea rs of th e bulk of his fel 
low citi zen s." 

Strober and Stre iker are 
a u th ors of "R elig ion and 
the New Maj or ity ," pub
li shed before the Demo
crati c Na tio nal Conven
tion by Associa tion Press . 

Strei ker. . an au th or of 
several books, is on the fa
culty of the Te m ple Uni
ve rsity r el igion depart
ment. St rober, a P res 
byterian lay m in i s t e r, 
worked n earl v four ye ars 
for the in terreligious af 
fa irs department of t he 
American J ew ish Commit
t ee. wh ich has ex te nsive 
relations wit h U.S. Chris
tian bod ies. 

"Our analysis," Strober 
sa id in an in terview this 

we ek, "would su gg(;st that 
Gr ah am 's theological con

1
st itu ency n u mbers about 
30 million." (Th at has 
been t he estimated num
ber of con serva ti ve , evan 
gel ical P rote stants in the 
Unit ed States , re ga rd less 
of de n ominati onal a ffil ia
t ions.) 

"Added to that are many 
m illions who would not 
a gree w i t h Graham's 
t heological positi on , but 
would agree wi th h is anal
y sis of the pr oblem s and 
po t e ntia l of Am er ican 
lif e." Strober said . 

"For e x a m r I e, they 
w ould support hi s re jec
t ion of extremism ," h e 
sa id . 'Th ey wo uld agree 
w ith hi m that Am er ica has 

.been singled ou t both for 
sp ecial blessing and spe
cial responsibility. 

W or k E thic, No t R eform 
"They w oul d agree wit h 

Grah am's stress on in div i
duals and the work eth ic 
- in contrast with those 
programs that see m to 
stress mass social 'reform 
an d to be concerned wi th 
m anipu la t ing masses of 
pe ople." 

Th at con stituen cy ca n be 
"qu it e progressive 'w hen it 
comes to indiv idu al con
cern s, such as h ighe r :Meo 
icare and Socia l Secur it y , 
bu t t hey become qu ite sus
p icious about social theory 
ta lk," St robe r said. 

"I th ink it w ill be ve ry 
d ifficult for Mcflovern to 
p revail in the election," he 
said . 

."To this ne w m aj or ity 
l\lcG o\'ern appears to b e 
an ad vocate of m ass soc ial 
ch ange," said S t r o b e r 
while con ceding that the 
Decmocrat ic n om i nee 

m ight ch ange that ima ge 
som ewhat during the cam
paign. 

Strober. who stu died a t 
two eva ngeli ca l schools , 
Gor don College in Massa 
chu setts and Moody Bible 
Inst itu te in Chicago, als o 
h as be en ac tin in polit ics. 
In 1968 h e served as coor
d inator of Clergy and Lay
men for the late Sen. 
Robert F . Kennedy in 
N ew York Stat e. 

McGovern f o r c e s are 
cou nt ing on heavy favori 
t ism by young peop le, but 
S t r ob e r questi oris that 
image, 

~ nd Most Admir ed 
At the evangelica l you th 

gatherin g, E xp lo 72, in 
Da llas last month, a sa m
p lin g of t he mo re than 7,1,
000 re gistran ts by a Dallas 
n ewspaper sh owed t ha t 
57 % bac k ed Nixon. 11% 
favored Geor ge 'Wallace 
a nd 11% liked McGov ern . 
St robe r, who attended the 
ev ent, sa id he found on ly 
two per sons out of the 100 
h e talked to at random 
who said they would vote 
for :l\IcGo vern. 

Gallup Po lls h ave shown 
Billy Gr aha m to ' b e the 
s e c (1 n d m 0 s t admir ed 
Am er ican beh ind whoever 

is Presid ent at the ti me, 
Strobe r sa id . 

"One of t he re ason s for 
th e Gra h am ri se h as been 
t he decline of t he rna ior 
d enomination s," St r ober 
said. 

G r a h am 's moderat ely 
conservative posit ions in 
religion and social m atters 
have a broad a ppeal, in 
clu di ng sizable nu mbers of 
Ca tholics who h av e appre
ciated h is opposit ion to 
abor tion in most cases and 
h is favor ing of prayer in 
schools . 

"Nixon has made a ve ry 
concer ted e ffort to id en ii 
f v wi th Grah am over t he 
las t couple of years," sa id 
Str ober , citi ng th e P res
iden t 's a ppearance at Gra
h am 's T en nessee cru sade 
in 1970 and the ,rh ite 
H ou se serv ices at w hi ch 
Grah am has been the only 
r epeater. 

"I do n 't t hi nk Grah am is 
le tting hi mself be used, be 

, ca use they have a r eal af 

finity in thetr an alysis 
the issu es," Strober sa 
"Both men have said n 
wh at Ame r ica nr eds mt 
is individual moral a 
spi ritual awak ening in I 

der to solve problems." 
Grah am and Nixo n ~ 

paren tly see eye-t o-ey e 
re ligious matters as WE 
Nixon ha ving been r ais 
in a conservat ive, evan , 
lic a l Quake r trad ition. }. 
G 0 v ern, w h i I e also 
Prote st ant , is more iden 
fied with the influent 
liberal segment .of t 
L nited Method ist Churc 

",\,e'r e not saying a P' 
son necessarily votes 1 
faith, " St robe r said of 1 
a nd Streike r 's conclusio: 
"hut t here certainly is 
tendencv for those w 
believe 'in personal sab 
t ion to vote for the can 
date who seems to stri 
t he r ole of indi viduals a 
t heir responsibility to . 
cie ty.• 
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