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W e h a v e a p ot ent i a l pr obl em th a t w e m a y b e fa c e d w i t h i n t h e 
fa ll and n e e d t o g e t a n opin i on b efo r e t h e fu r starts flyin g. 

T h e r e is a g re at d e a l of v a luable vid e o t ape fo ota g e on t h e 
netw o r k s whi c h w o u ld b e u sefu l for u s t o u s e in ad s. E . g. , t h e 
C a lifo rni a d e b a t e s whe re HH H b e at M c G o ve r n ove r th e h e a d on 
t he i s s u e s and s om e o f the inte r v i ew s h ow s wher e Wilbu r Mill s , 
Scoop J a c k s o n a n d othe r s h a v e b e e n p ounding aw a y at M e G . 
Ob v i ously , i t wou ld h e l p us t o b e a b l e t o us e t h e se to p r o v e t hat 
M cG ov e r n i s n ot lik e d e v e n b y hi s ow n p ar ty. 

H ow e v e r , as y ou know , th e se m a te r i a l s (t h ou g h w e h a v e t hem 
on tap e ) ar e the pr oper t y of the ne tw o r k s , a n d it is m y u nd e r standin g 
tha t c opy r igh t l aw s s t a n d in t h e w a y of t h eir u s e . M or e over , i t i s 
al so my und er standing t h at t h e n e tworks w i ll no t gi v e p e r m i s s i on 
f o r us e of t h es e t a p e s to on e can di dat e to u s e a g ainst anot h e r can d i date . 

L et m e po se som e que s ti ons a n d fa ct s i t uat ions a l on g the s e 
line s: 

Suppo s e w e ran a n a d in O ctober w hi c h u s ed foot a g e fr om 
" M e et t h e P r e s s " - - showing Scoop Jac k s on a ttack i n g M cGover n. 
Sup po s e , al s o, that w e d i d n ot cr e dit t h e t ap e to t h e n e tw o rk . W h a t 
would b e t h e pos s ibl e con s equ e n c e s ? K ee p in m ind t h a t we a r e g oi n g 
t o h a v e 17 01 m a k e the s e t a p e s a n d n ot dr a g Si g nal C or p s int o t h e 
p ro c e s s . 

W h at h a p p en s if w e r u n t h e a d a n d a t the b ottom say : " N B C fil m 
M e e t the Pr e s s ? I' I s t h e n e twor k likely t o b e l e s s a p t to t a k e l e g al 
a c t io n a g a i n st t h e R e - E l e c t c o m m i tt e e ? 



P a g e 2 

A s s um e t he a d runs wit h t h e c r e d it l ine at t h e b o t t om a nd 
NBC s eeks l e g al a ctio n . W ould an injunc tion b e t heir fir s t a c t ? 
If t h e y s eek a n i njun c ti on , a nd we c o m p ly , a nd l e t I s s ay t h e a d 
ran only t wo or t h r e e t i m e s nationall y , would t h e n e twork b e i n 
a po s iti on to seek d a m a g es , a n d if s o w h at w oul d the am o u nt s 
pos sib l y be? 

G e n e r a lly , d o y o u s ee the pr ob lem s a s b e i n g s o i n s u r 
mo un t abl e as t o militate agains t any u s e of n e tw or k t a p e s i n th e 
fa shion I s uggest? C o n s i d e r th e s e point s . L et ' s s ay t he y s eek 
an i n jun c t i o n , and we say : "0 . K . , w e w i ll pull it off th e a i r , an d 
r e g r e t u s ing y ou r t a p e. But we don 't see how anyone can b e angr y 
abo ut u s ing s o m e one' s pu b li c s t a teme nt s . W e felt t h at M e et th e 
P re s s w a s a n e xce llent s ource of i n form ation a n d w e u s ed it . " 
Of c our s e , if th e re is a pu b lic outbur st on this , it only dr aws m o r e 
att e n tion to the a d itself - - t o o u r be n efit I b elieve. 

I a m least conce rne d abou t the i nj unc tio n . It woul dn't b e so 
bad - - rn o r e ov e r , I a m not s u r e the netw orks w aul d b e a ll t hat 
up s e t ove r the f r e e adve r t i s e m e n t o f the ir i n t e rvi ew s h ow s . B u t 
I woul d b e concerned ab out mo n e t ar y damages , and i t i s in t his 
area w here I wou l d t h i n k we might wan t t o foc u s . 

Obv i ou s l y no a ction will b e or w ould be take n unt i l w e have 
s ome i dea a bout how t o p roc ee d . 
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