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Traditional Methodology

 Annual release of data in 
written format

 Data requests were 
answered weekly at best 

 Cooperators were 
presented data annually, 
if at all
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The Need for Improved Data 
Dissemination

 Need for  real‐time  
water‐management 
decisions

 Increased usage of the 
internet for stream info

 Increased amount of 
water usage

 Competition from other 
entities and agencies

 Science dictates we must 
improve

4



Efforts to Improve Dissemination
 Press Releases to 
describe new work

 Involve the media 
wherever and 
whenever you can

 Ribbon cutting 
ceremonies for new 
gages/monitors

 Meetings and 
conferences
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Efforts to Improve Dissemination
 Regular meeting with 
cooperators 
discussing data

 Timeliness of data 
products and 
delivery

 Relevant science
 Involvement with 
professional 
organizations

 Improved visual aids
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Benefits—Increased awareness of 
USGS Data and Expertise
 Various “non‐traditional” regulatory agencies 
now using USGS data for decision making

 USGS being asked to participate in public 
forums to help with policy and guidelines

 New projects that help understand current 
issues and problems
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Benefits—Increased Program 
Opportunities
 Since 2008, an increase of 40% to streamgaging and 
water‐quality networks

 Since 2008, an increase of 40% to studies and 
investigations

 Number of partners supporting these networks has 
increased ~200%

 Increased variety of users
 Increased number of “supporters” of the USGS
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Future Plans and Direction for 
Arkansas?
 Enhance and build 
upon relationships 
with long‐term 
partners

 Maximize efficiency 
 Deliver timely and 
relevant products

 Think outside of the 
box when 
appropriate
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