
Moldova 
1993-present

Shown are photos and quotations that provide a snapshot of the 139 countries Peace Corps has served. Over 200,000 
Volunteers have served since 1961. Today, 8,655 serve in 77 countries.

Rwanda
1975-1993; 2008-present

Somalia
1962-1970 

South Africa
1997-present 

Sudan
1984-1986 

Swaziland
1968-1996; 2003-present 

Tanzania (Tanganyika 1961-1969) 
1961-1969; 1979-present

The Gambia
1967-present 

Togo
1962-present 

Uganda
1964-1972; 1991-1999; 2001-present 

Zambia
1994-present 

Zimbabwe
1991-2001 

Sierra Leone 
1962-1994; 
2010-present

Senegal
1962-present

São Tomé and Príncipe
1990-1996

Seychelles 
1974-1995

“These young men and women 
represent what is good about 
America. I have met former 
Volunteers who have run major 
aid programs here, invested 
in our businesses, and I even 
count them among my friends 
and close advisors.”

Rwanda President Paul Kagame
2009

“I am so thankful for 
Zambia, so thankful for 
my placement there. 
I lived in an African 
village with some of the 
most amazing people on 
Earth.”

Kevin Brendle
RPCV/2004-2006

“If it hadn’t have been for 
my positive experiences 
in Jamaica and then 
Seychelles, I wouldn’t have 
met the many wonderful 
Volunteers, staff members, 
and local people who have 
so enriched my life.”

Terry Armstrong
RPCV/1989-1992

Benin (Dahomey 1968-1975)
1968-present

Burkina Faso (Upper Volta 1967-1984) 
1967-1987; 1995-present

Burundi 
1983-1993

Cameroon
1962-present

Cape Verde
1988-present

Central African Republic
1972-1996

Chad
1966-1979; 1987-1998; 2003-2006

Comoros
1988-1995

Equatorial Guinea
1988-1993

CÔte d’Ivoire
1962-1981; 1990-2003

Democratic Republic of Congo  
(Zaire 1971–1991) 1970-1991

Eritrea
1995-1998

Ethiopia
1962-1977; 1995-1999; 2007-present

“In our first year here, 
Volunteers formed 
cooperative-run stores, 
built roads, developed 
huge sustainable 
agricultural farms, 
helped build health 
centers, and more.”

Nicolette L. Pump
RPCV/1988-1991

A
fr

ica
*

Peru 
1962-1974; 2002-present

Paraguay
1966-present

Panama 
1963-1971; 1990-present

Mexico 
2004-present

Guatemala
1963-present

Guyana 
1966-1971; 1995-present

Micronesia (FSM) 
1966-present

Montserrat 
1974-1995

Marshall Islands 
1966-1996

Haiti 
1982-1987; 1990-1991; 1996-2005; 
2010-present

Honduras 
1962-present

Jamaica 
1962-present

Kiribati (Gilbert & Ellice Islands 1974-1979) 
1974-2008

Malaysia 
1962-1983

Dominican Republic 
1962-present

Grenada & Carriacou
1966-1979; 1985-present

El Salvador 
1962-1980; 1993-present

Ecuador 
1962-present

Fiji 
1968-1998; 2003-present

Dominica
1967-1970; 1975-present

Costa Rica 
1963-present

Cook Islands 
1982-1995

Solomon Islands 
1971-2000

St. Kitts-Nevis 
1966-1999; 2004-present

Venezuela 
1962-1976

Vanuatu 
1990-present

Uruguay 
1963-1973; 1991-1997

St. Lucia 
1961-present

St. Vincent-Grenadines 
1967-present

Suriname 
1995-present

Tonga 
1967-present

Turks-Caicos 
1980-1985

Tuvalu 
1977-1997

Republic of Palau 
1986-present

Samoa (Western Samoa 
1967-1978) 1967-present

Papua New Guinea 
1981-2001

Niue 
1994-2002

Nicaragua 
1968-1979; 1991-present

Macedonia 
1996-present

Malta 
1970-1975; 1990-1998

Mongolia 
1991-present

Lithuania 
1992-2002

Morocco 
1963-present

Russia 
1992-2003

Nepal 
1962-2004

Pakistan 
1961-1967; 1988-1991

Poland 
1990-2001

“As a high school English 
teacher, I was able to give an 
accurate view of American 
culture as the society 
underwent major changes. The 
best part of my experience 
was the bond I made with my 
students and the community.” 

Stephen Chapman
RPCV/1997-1999

Oman 
1973-1983

Libya 
1966-1969

Latvia 
1992-2002

“In the hours, days, and weeks 
after the tragedy of 9/11, I 
learned about true hospitality 
from the neighbors who visited 
and called, fellow teachers at 
school, and even people in 
Aizpute who stopped to speak 
with me and offer condolences.”

Katherine Prentice
RPCV/2000-2002

“I gained a great 
admiration and affection 
for Lithuanians of all walks 
of life as I learned their 
stories and watched as they 
dealt with the tumultuous 
changes that were still 
taking place.”  
	 Samuel W. Setliff 
	 RPCV/1994-1996

Kazakhstan 
1993-present

Kyrgyz Republic 
1993-present

Philippines 
1961-1990; 1992-present

Romania 
1991-present

“The Peace Corps deepened 
our passion for equality and 
our desire to devote our lives to 
serving wherever needs appear. 
Not only are we early RPCVs, 
but we have a PC baby and our 
youngest son, Mark, served in the 
Peace Corps in Ghana.”

Diana and Ray Howard
RPCVs/1965-1967

“We came as Peace Corps 
to work to teach them 
some of our skills, while 
they taught us to slow 
down, live in the present 
and feel the rhythms of life. 
Sometimes I think they 
were the better teachers.”

Grace Spillane 
RPCV/1984-1986

“My service deeply 
impacted my life by leading 
me to meet people who told 
me ‘get into the shade’ and 
once I was there, invited me 
to slow down, drink terere 
[iced herbal tea] and listen 
to a story.”

Dan Westerhof
RPCV/2004-2008

Share Our Legacy
To learn more about the Peace Corps’ history and 
50th anniversary events visit peacecorps.gov/50

How will you commemorate our 50th anniversary? 
Send your photos and stories to pctimes@
peacecorps.gov. Share your experiences through our 
digital library. Go to peacecorps.gov/collections.

Gabon
1963-1967; 1973-2005

Guinea-Bissau
1988-1998

Kenya
1964-present

Lesotho
1967-present

Liberia
1962-1990; 2008-present

Madagascar
1993-present

Mauritania†

1966-1967; 1971-present
Mauritius
1969-1976

Mozambique
1998-present

Republic of Congo
1991-1997

Namibia
1990-present

Niger†

1962-present
Nigeria
1961-1976; 1992-1995

Mali
1971-present

Malawi
1963-1976; 1978-present

Ghana
1961-present

Guinea 
1963-1966; 1969-1971; 1985-present

“It was kind of by 
accident that I ended up 
in Africa. It turned out to 
be a lot more important 
to me than I thought. 
Two years is such an 
experience. I really felt 
like I’ve changed.”

Lara Hall
RPCV/1995-1997

“The reception was 
incredible. They are 
open, nonjudgmental 
people. I was a third-
year Volunteer and 
I could have stayed 
forever.”

Mary Schmida
RPCV/1988-1990

“Mauritius is a country of 
contrast: incredible beauty 
along with equal amounts 
of poverty. The Peace 
Corps’ effort helped toward 
industrialization, technology, 
and development—away from 
simplicity.”

Joseph Sauder
RPCV/1970-1972

Dates reflect the years Peace Corps trainee(s) and/or Volunteer(s) were in each country, per the Peace Corps Office of Strategic Information, Research, and Planning.         Shaded areas in the maps indicate countries where the Peace Corps serves as of February 16, 2011.         *Africa=Africa region; EMA=Europe, Mediterranean and Asia Region; IAP=Inter-America and Pacific Region.         † Suspended programs

“I went back to my town 
in Sabah almost 20 years 
after I was a Volunteer 
and never expected to 
see so many of my former 
students. They said, ‘You 
taught us to think and to 
be different.’ ” 

Julia Chang Bloch 
RPCV/1964-1966

“I blame a lot of where I 
am today because of the 
Peace Corps. Just the skills 
that you learn are ones that 
you’ll use for the rest of 
your life, whether you’re in 
the business industry or a 
school teacher.” 

Astronaut Joe Acaba
RPCV/1994-1996 

Turkmenistan 
1993-present

Anguilla 
1980-1991

Antigua-Barbuda 
1967-present

Brazil 
1962-1981

Chile 
1961-1982; 1991-1998

Barbados 
1968-1990

Uzbekistan 
1992-2005

Belize (British Honduras 1962-1973) 
1962-present

Yemen 
1973-1990; 1991-1994

“I remind myself of those 
people so far away, so 
different from me, and 
all I want to do now is sit 
with them again, sharing 
another cup of tea and 
our hopes for world 
peace.”

Peggy Schaeffer
RPCV/1977-1979

Colombia 
1961-1981; 2010-present

Argentina 
1992-1994

“I learned how time is different 
for everyone. In Argentina, I 
could be so frustrated when 
somebody made plans with me 
and then didn’t show up, but I 
also saw how fun things could       
happen on a whim, without an 
appointment.”

Sylvia Grisez 
RPCV/1992-1994

Bolivia† 
1962-1971; 1990-present

Thailand 
1962-present

Sri Lanka (Ceylon 1962-1972) 
1962-1964; 1967-1970; 1983-1998

Tunisia 
1962-1996

Turkey 
1962-1971

South Korea 
1966-1981

IA
P*

Slovak Republic 
1990-2002

“Before Peace Corps 
service, I had never 
been out of the United 
States. I came to realize 
that the news from 
around the world was 
real–it affected people’s 
lives.”

Cristy Ecton
RPCV/2000-2001

Bangladesh 
1998-2006

Bulgaria 
1991-present

Czech Republic 
1990-1997

East Timor 
2002-2006

Georgia 
2001-present

Estonia 
1992-2002

Hungary 
1990-1997

India 
1961-1976

Iran  
1962-1976

Cambodia 
2007-present

Cyprus 
1962-1964

China 
1993-present

Bahrain
1974-1979 

Albania
1992-1997; 2003-present 

Afghanistan
1962-1979

Armenia
1992-present 

“I heard, then-Senator Barack 
Obama espouse the importance 
of Americans recommitting 
to volunteerism and service, 
including the Peace Corps. I 
was home alone. I stood up, 
raised my hand in the air, and 
said aloud, ‘Okay! I will.’”

Darlene Grant
Volunteer/2009-present

“Peace Corps service in 
Cyprus set me on a path of 
30 years of international 
technical assistance which, 
in fact, included preliminary 
specification of water supply 
projects in Honduras and 
Zaire.”

William M. Turner
RPCV/1962-1964

“When I do travel 
again and go 
overseas, the magic 
and ‘specialness’ of 
Timor will be the 
metric by which I will 
measure the rest of 
the world.”	

Jesse Wright 
RPCV/2004-2005

Jordan 
1997-present

EM
A*

Azerbaijan
2003-present 

Ukraine 
1992-present

Botswana 
1966-1997; 2003-present

Indonesia 
1963-1965; 2010-present

Promoting peace and  
friendship in 139 countries




