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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT
OF
NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN AFFAIRS

Rocky J. Chavez as Acting
Secretary of the California
Department of Veterans Affairs

Pedro “Pete” Molina,

Assistant Secretary for

Native American Veterans Affairs,
State of California

Rea D.Cichocki, MSG (R) US Army
California State Commander
American Indian Veteran Assoc.
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“SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE - ONE GOAL”

American Indians have participated with distinction
iIn the US Military for more than 200 years. Their
courage, determination, and fighting spirit were
recognized by American military leaders as early as
the 18t century:.

By the 19" century they were seen as making
substantial contributions through their military
service and were on the blink of playing an even
larger role.

An estimated 12,000 American Indians served In
the United States military in World War |

www.defense.gov/specials/nativeamerican01warrior:html
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“SPEAK WITH ONE VOICE — ONE GOAL”

By 1924 American Indians were given citizenship.

Many went back into the battle field at the outbreak of World War |
(1941-1945)...44,000 Native American men and women served,
out of a total population of less than 350,000

Battle-experienced troops from WW Il were joined by newly
recruited Native Americans to fight Communist aggression during
the Korea conflict

Patriotism and courage emerged once again during Vietnam, more
than 42,000 served, of these men and women 90% were
volunteers

In the 1980s and 1990s many Native Americans saw duty in
Grenada, Panama, Somalia, and the Persian Gulf

WWWWW .defense.gov/specials/nativeamerican01warrior.html
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Native American Veterans as Warriors

As the 20" century came to a close, nearly 190,000 Native
Americans served in the military

Historically, Native Americans have the highest record of service
per capita when compared to other ethnic groups

WHY?
“They are not afraid to engage the enemy in battle”

“‘Native people are devoted to the survival of their people and
their homeland, warriors will lay down their lives for the

preservation of their culture”

“They have a Proud Warrior Tradition”

www.defense.gov/specials/inativeamerican01warrior.html
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Native American Warrior

Warrior traditions is best exemplified by the following:
*Strength  *Honor *Pride *Devotion *Wisdom *Bravery;
to include
Physical — Mental — Spiritual; of these spirituality is the most important.

Many traditional cultures recognize that war disrupts the natural order of
life and causes a spiritual disharmony.

Cultural uniqueness of each tribe, clan, and family must be sought
so that their current assess for healthcare are offered.

Many native veterans live in rural areas apart from many present
day social, cultural and geographic populations.

Today over 1.9 million American Indian and Alaska Native veterans
are expected to utilized a health care system.

yww.delense.gov/specials/nativeamericanIwarrior. hitml
www.ruralhelth.vasgov/native/poliey.asp
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Native American Veterans

What are they looking for in a Health Care System?

Cleansing ceremonies Traditional Healer Herbal Medicines
Respect Culture The Drum
Sweat Lodge The Sacred Pipe Medicine Wheel
Talking Circles Medicine Pouch Nature Lessons
Traditional foods Veteran Pow Wows Elders

Circle of Life Red Road Gourd Dances
Offerings Eagle feathers A Grateful Heart

Why veterans do not receive health care, IHS or VA
. Want to solve problem on their own

. Believe problem not serious enough

. Believe treatment won't help

. Worry about what others might think

. Hospital/clinic to far away

. To much red tape

. Encountered/feared racial prejudice

NOoO O hA WN -

www.odelfense.gov/specials/mativeamericanOtwarrior.hitml
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California Veteran Resources

*Employment and Job Training Assistance
Unemployment Benefits

*Housing Assistance

eHealth Care Needs

°U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs Benefits
*Support for Families

*\Vocational Rehabilitation

*CalVet Home Loans

*Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Treatment(PTSD)
e Traumatic Brain Injury(TBI)

e Hospitalization, Pharmacy and Prosthetic services
e Women and Minority Veterans

e Sexual Trauma Counseling

e Suicide Prevention

 \Vet Center (Readjustment Counseling) Free

e Cemetery & Burial Benefits
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Reintegration Form
NATIVE AMERICAN

STATE OF CALIFORNIA VETERANS REINTEGRATION PROJECT WWW.CALVET.CA. GOV VETSERVICE
First Mame MT Last Mame

Back Cover ]
M:u]mg] Address after Separation

City
OO0 OO0 OO 00000

State Fip Code Ermnail

8SM aasTa Telephone Branch of Service Diate of Disch DIV
L - o o et e e e

[ would like benefit information about

[ Stare Bensfits [ Hesltheare [ Cal¥er Home Loans [ OEF { OfF ¥eterans

[] TRI{ FTED [] Employmenc [] Wamen Yeverans Boster [] ¥eterans Homes

[] Dtisshled Veteran Busines Entempris= [ Trnsporation [ Compensation & Pension Benefits [ Apent Orangs

[ Vevzrans License Plate Program. [] Financial Asistance [ Collepe Fer Water fx Dependents ] ¥eterans Service Cipanizarions
[ Educacion ! Training [ Lepal Amizance O oD nd ] ¥alunceering

[ request and auchorize release of the above informarion to che Califomia Deparment of ¥ererans Afairs and the Employment Development Department. [ cerrify char this request bas
bezn made freely, voluncarily, and withour coerdion and char the infocmation given above is acourare and complece to the bex of my knowledpe. 1undecmand this infarmacion shall be
uszd solely for caxreach and to assist me o receive my veteran benefits and shall not be nabje o o public disdesure. NOTE: Cuc of stace veterans informarion will be forwarded o cheic
Stare’s Department of ¥eteran's Affairs.

MAI:  Vetemna Services Divisdon OREAX:  (916) 653-2563 g:&LiEET

1227 O Street, Room 105
Socmmentn, mg?ﬁi "l TRTARAEP LERAILT
(BOO) 952-5626

Dl

T rmahome
Date: { { -

Signature:

http://www.cdva.ca.gov/VetService/reintegration.aspx
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Questions?

Callefpmen
operation

welcomehome

Pedro “Pete” Molina,
Assistant Secretary for
Native American Veterans Affairs,
State of California
(916) 709-9126
pedro.molina@cdva.ca.gov

Rea D.Cichocki, MSG (R) US Army
California State Commander
American Indian Veteran Assoc. (A.l.V.A)

RS (916) 710-0900
CALIFORNIA reacichocki@yahoo.com
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