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SFC Program
Topics:
• Priorities

• Introductions – staff and office locations

• Mission activities

• Overview of services and funding levels

• Sanitation Tracking and Reporting System (STARS) 

• Questions/answers



SFC Program
SFC Priorities:
• Renew and strengthen partnerships with Tribes

• Improve the quality and access to services

• Reduce project durations

• Improve STARS database



SFC Program
SFC organization and staffing:
• Under Office of Environmental Health and Engineering 

(OEHE)

• SFC Director – Donald Brafford

• SFC staff – 39 employees
• 17 engineers
• 15 engineering technicians
• 7 administration assistants



SFC Program
District Offices:
• Redding
• Sacramento
• Escondido

Field Offices:
• Arcata
• Ukiah
• Clovis (formerly Fresno)
• Porterville

• Offices strategically 
located near Tribes



SFC Program
California Area/SFC 
website:
Directory of each office:
http://www.ihs.gov/California

http://www.ihs.gov/California�


SFC Program
Background:
• July 31, 1959, Public Law 

(P.L.) 86-121, the Indian 
Sanitation Facilities Act, was 
signed into law creating the 
IHS SFC Program

• Gives the SFC Program the 
authority for providing 
essential water supply and 
sewage facilities

• Technical and financial 
assistance



SFC Program
Long-term goals:
• Increase percentage of 

Indian homes with access to 
safe water and sanitation

• In 1959, less than 20% of 
homes had safe water

• Currently, 87% have safe 
water or 13% without 
(compared to less than 1% of 
the U.S. population)



SFC Program
Mission activities:

1. Maintain inventory of 
sanitation deficiencies

2. Environmental 
engineering assistance 

3. Project development with 
multi-agencies

4. Funding for water supply, 
wastewater, and  solid 
waste projects

Well Drilling at the Tule River Indian Reservation, 8/22/00



SFC Program
Mission activities:
5. Professional design and 

construction services

6. Advocate for Tribes on 
environmental public 
health issues

7. O&M training and 
technical consultation

8. Emergency response 
services



Services for individual homes
• Water service line

• Water well

• Water pressure system

• Septic tank/drainfield

• Sewer service line 



Scattered site program
Two-page application for individual home sites:
• Requirements: Federally recognized Tribe; primary 

residence; legal control to land; adequate site conditions  



Community services 
• Water supply; e.g. wells, intakes

• Water distribution and storage

• Water treatment

• Wastewater collection

• Wastewater treatment/disposal 



SFC Program
National SFC website:
http://www.ihs.gov/dsfc/

Contains program 
references:
• SFC Criteria Document

• MOA Guidelines

http://www.ihs.gov/dsfc/�


SFC Program in California
First California SFC project:
• 1962 under PH-62-740

• Tule River Indian 
Reservation

• 37 homes with water and 
waste disposal facilities

• Federal cost: $52,000

• Tribal contribution: $22,000 
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SFC Program
CA Area funding level history: 2000 to 2010



SFC Program
FY2009 ARRA funding:
IHS ARRA:  $ 4,068,000
EPA ARRA: $ 8,301,100
Total            $12,369,100

Impacts:
Number of projects:   20
Total Indian homes: 763



SFC Program
FY2010 funding levels:
IHS Housing:  $ 2,008,000
IHS Regular:   $ 2,558,455
Contributions: $ 5,045,351
Total:              $ 9,611,806 

Impacts:
Number of projects:      33
Total Indian homes: 4,914



STARS



STARS
1. CDP – Community Deficiency Profile 

2. SDS – Sanitation Deficiency System

3. PDS – Project Data System

4. HPS – Housing Priority System

5. OMDS – Operation & Maintenance Data System

6. HITS – Housing Inventory System 

CDP – Describes 
Existing Homes &  
Deficiencies in a 

Community

SDS – List of Unfunded 
Projects to Serve 
‘Existing’ Homes

$2.5 billion

Unmet Needs

PDS – List of Funded 
Projects

Project Management

HITS – Detailed 
Information on Home and 

Services Provided to 
Resident

OMDS – Primarily a List 
of Tribally Owned and 

Operated Water, Sewer 
Systems

Including Open Dumps

HPS – Method for Areas 
to Request Funding for 

‘New’ Homes



STARS – SDS 

Welcome to the California Area Web-based Sanitation Tracking & Reporting System (STARS)

Sanitation Deficiency System
Submission Due Dates

• April to June SDS Update with Tribe and IHS Field Office

• July 15 Submission from District Offices to Area Office

• August 1 Submission to Headquarters the Area’s SDS 
database

SFC Director Name: Donald Brafford



SDS requirements

• 1988 Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) requires 
IHS to:
• Maintain inventories of sanitation deficiencies for new and 

existing Indian homes and communities

• Prioritize the correction of deficiencies in the form of 
projects

• Annually report deficiencies to Congress

• IHS developed the SDS to fulfill these requirements



SDS current deficiencies  

• Number of projects: 298
• Project costs: $182 million
• Number of homes: 13,099



SDS importance
• Reported annually to 

Congress for funding

• Data determines Area’s 
funding allocations

• Allows IHS to address 
sanitation deficiencies



SDS importance
• Used by other agencies

• Annual portfolio update of 
Tribal deficiencies

• Opportunity for Tribe-IHS 
to identify, document, and 
develop strategies to 
improve sanitation 
facilities



SDS new initiative 
Planning projects: 
• Up-front planning funds for 

complex projects 

• Aerial mapping, hydro and 
geotech studies, environ 
surveys

• Use information to 
develop/refine the 
construction project



SFC Program
Current workload:
• Active projects: 172

Future opportunities/challenges:
• Deficiency inventory: $182 million



SFC Program
Successful outcomes and impacts – 1962 to 2010:
• Funding: $194 million

• Indian homes: 47,095

• Number of projects: 921



SFC Program
Foundations for future success
Tribal-IHS partnerships: identify, 
fund, and construct improved 
sanitation facilities that support 
better quality of life and public 
health 



Questions/Answers
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