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	Funding Opportunity Title:  Pension Counseling & Information Projects 
	Through this program announcement, AoA plans to award up to six (6) regional pension counseling grants at a federal share of approximately $200,000 per year for a project period of up to three years, contingent upon the availability of federal funds.  Eligible applicants include domestic public or private and non-profit entities including state, local and Indian tribal governments, faith-based organizations, community-based organizations, and institutions of higher education, with a proven record of advising and representing individuals who have been denied employer or union-sponsored retirement income benefits, and which have the capacity to deliver services on a regional basis.
	I. FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION  
	II. AWARD INFORMATION
	III. ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION
	B.  Cost Sharing or Matching.  Under the Older Americans Act (OAA), AoA will fund no more than 75% of a project’s total cost, which means the applicant must cover at least 25% of the project’s total cost with non-Federal matching resources.  In other words, for every three (3) dollars received in federal funding, the applicant must contribute at least one (1) dollar in non-federal resources toward the project’s total cost, as reflected in the formula included under Item 18 in Attachment A.  You can use this formula to calculate your minimum required match.  A common error applicants make is to match 25% of the federal share, rather than 25% of the project’s total cost.  There are two types of match: 1) non-Federal cash and 2) non-Federal in-kind.  In general, costs borne by the applicant and cash contributions of any and all third parties involved in the project, including sub-grantees, contractors and consultants, are considered matching funds.  Volunteered time and use of facilities to hold meetings or conduct project activities may be considered in-kind (third party) donations.  Examples of non-Federal cash match includes budgetary funds provided from the applicant agency’s budget for costs associated with the project.  Matching costs are not considered evaluation criteria; therefore, AoA encourages you to not exceed the minimum match requirement.  
	C.  Responsiveness and Screening Criteria
	2. Application Screening Criteria. All applications will be screened to assure a level playing field for all applicants. Applications that fail to meet the screening criteria described below will not be reviewed and will receive no further consideration. 

	IV. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION  
	A.  Address to Request Application Package. Application materials can be obtained from http://www.grants.gov or http://www.aoa.gov/AoA Root/Grants/Funding/index.aspx.
	B.  Content and Form of Application Submission    
	C. Submission Dates and Times. The deadline for the submission of applications under this program announcement is April 5, 2010.   Applications must be submitted electronically by 11:59 p.m., Eastern Time, April 5, 2010.
	 Applications that fail to meet the application due date will not be reviewed and will receive no further consideration.
	 Grants.gov will automatically send applicants a tracking number and date of receipt verification electronically once the application has been successfully received and validated in Grants.gov.  After the Administration on Aging retrieves your application form from Grants.gov, a return receipt will be emailed to the applicant contact.  This will be in addition to the validation number provided by Grants.gov.
	E.  Funding Restrictions. The following activities are not fundable: 

	V. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION   
	A.  Criteria. Applications are scored by assigning a maximum of 100 points across five criteria
	B. Review and Selection Process. An independent review panel of at least three individuals will evaluate applications that pass the screening. These reviewers are experts in their field, and are drawn from academic institutions, non-profit organizations, state and local government, and federal government agencies other than AoA. Based on the specific programmatic considerations as outlined under section I, Funding Opportunity Description, the reviewers will comment on and score the applications, focusing their comments and scoring decisions on the criteria identified above.

	VI. AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION
	A.  Award Notices.  Successful applicants will receive an electronic Notice of Award.  The Notice of Award is the authorizing document from the U.S. Administration on Aging authorizing official, Officer of Grants Management, and the AoA Office of Budget and Finance.  Unsuccessful applicants are generally notified within 30 days of the final funding decision and will receive a disapproval letter via e-mail or U.S. mail.
	B.  Administrative and National Policy Requirements.  The award is subject to DHHS Administrative Requirements, which can be found in 45CFR Part 74 and 92 and the Standard Terms and Conditions implemented through the HHS Grants Policy Statement, October 1, 2006 located at http://www.hhs.gov/grantsnet/adminis/gpd/index.htm.   
	Grantees are required to submit a quarterly Federal Cash Transaction Report (SF-272) to the Payment Managements System as identified in their award documents for the calendar quarters ending 3/31, 6/30, 9/30, and 12/31 through the life of their award.  In addition, a Financial Status Report (SF-269) will be required as denoted in the Notice of Award.  Please Note:  HHS is transitioning to the combined Federal Financial Report (FFR) known as the SF-425, which will replace the Financial Status SF-269 and Federal Cash Transaction Report SF-272.  HHS/AOA will provide further guidance implementing the use of the new form at a later date.   

	VII. AGENCY CONTACTS   
	VIII. OTHER INFORMATION
	Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 10 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data needed and reviewing the collection information.


