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FCC NATIONAL BROADBAND PLAN WORKSHOP

DEPLOYMENT -- UNSERVED AND UNDERSERVED

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2009
Agenda:
3:30 p.m.
Workshop Introduction, Ian Dillner, Moderator

3:35 p.m.
Panel Opening Presentations (40 minutes:  5 minutes from each panelist)

James J. Bruder, Jr., CEO and Chairman, MetroCast Communications
Dave Burstein, Editor and Publisher, DSL Prime
Kenneth G. Carroll, President and Chief Operating Officer, Wildblue Communications, Inc.
Mark Cooper, Director of Research, Consumer Federation of America.
Gary W. Evans, President and CEO, Hiawatha Broadband Communications, Inc., Winona, MN
George S. Ford, PhD, Chief Economist, Phoenix Center for Advanced Legal & Economic Public Policy Studies
Mark Gailey, President & General Manager, Totah Communications, Inc.
Brett Glass, Lariat.net
Frank Schueneman, Senior Vice President - Network Services, Windstream
4:15

Question and Answer Period (65 minutes)
5:20

Closing Statements
5:30

Adjournment
Public Input

Commission staff seek public input regarding questions to ask at the workshop.  During the workshop, audience members – both in the room and online – will have the opportunity to suggest questions in writing.  Questions will be reviewed and, time permitting, could be asked by the moderator.  Additionally, there will be an opportunity to submit written comments in response to the staff workshops.
Participant Biographies

FCC Moderating Panel:

Rob Curtis, Deployment Director, Omnibus Broadband Initiative
Rob Curtis, Deployment Director. Mr. Curtis was a leader in the high-tech and telecom practice of McKinsey & Co., where he led over 20 engagements directly related to network operations and strategy.  He was President of Network Operations and Engineering for a large Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC), and served on the CompTel Board of Directors and Executive Committee.  He was also an attorney at Fulbright & Jaworski, L.L.P. in Houston.  He earned a J.D. with Honors from Duke University School of Law, and a D. Phil. from Oxford University, where his dissertation dealt with the intersection of game theory and political theory.

Steven Rosenberg, Infrastructure Manager, Omnibus Broadband Initiative
Steve Rosenberg, Infrastructure Manager.  Mr. Rosenberg served in the telecom practice of McKinsey and Company for more almost five years, advising large incumbents and competitive carriers on a wide variety strategic issues, including regulatory proceedings, infrastructure investments and marketing challenges.  More recently, Mr. Rosenberg worked with companies in the not-for-profit sector.  He earned a B.S. from Columbia University, and an M.S. and a Ph.D. in Physics from the University of California, Los Angeles.
Kris Monteith, Deputy Chief, Media Bureau
Ms. Monteith is a Deputy Bureau Chief of the Media Bureau, working on broadband among other issues.  Ms. Monteith has been at the FCC for 12 years, most recently as Chief of the Enforcement Bureau and Deputy Bureau Chief for Outreach and Intergovernmental Affairs in the Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau.  Ms. Monteith previously served as Chief of the Policy Division of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Deputy Chief of the former Common Carrier Bureau's Competitive Pricing Division, the Designated Federal Official to the North American Numbering Council, and as a Senior Attorney in the then-Common Carrier Bureau's Network Services Division. Before joining the Commission in 1997, Ms. Monteith was in private practice with the law firms of McDermott Will & Emery and Keller and Heckman.  Ms. Monteith received her J.D. from the George Washington University and her B.A. from the University of Colorado.

Susan Singer, Associate Division Chief, Spectrum & Competition Policy Division, WTB
Susan Singer is an Associate Division Chief and Chief of Staff of the Spectrum and Competition Policy Division in the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau at the FCC.  Since Ms Singer’s joined WTB in 2000, she has been the principal economist conducting and reviewing the competitive analysis for all major transactions involving wireless licenses.  Ms. Singer also provides competitive analysis for WTB's rulemaking proceedings that raise competitive issues.  In addition, Ms. Singer is responsible for overseeing the production of the annual CMRS Competition Report, and she supervised WTB's role in writing large portions of the "Report on a Rural Broadband Strategy."  Ms. Singer is currently spearheading SCPD's role in developing the National Broadband Plan.  Before joining the FCC, she worked as an independent consultant for several economic consulting firms.  She graduated with a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Maryland, College Park with a concentration in Industrial Organization and International Trade.  She also received an M.A. in Economics from Virginia Polytechnic University and a B.A. in Economics from Connecticut College.

Ian Dillner, Deputy Chief, Competition Policy Division, WCB

Ian Dillner serves as Deputy Chief in the Competition Policy Division of the FCC’s Wireline Bureau where he focuses on broadband and telephone competition issues.  He joined the Commission in 2001 and has served in several senior positions, recently including Legal Advisor to the Chairman and Congressional Fellow with the House Energy and Commerce Committee.  Mr. Dillner received his B.A. from Goucher College and received his J.D. from the George Mason University School of Law.

Panelists:

James J. Bruder, Jr., Chairman and Chief Executive Officer has been involved with Harron Communications since working as a summertime cable television service technician during high school.  In 1996, Mr. Bruder began his professional career with Harron and has held many positions in the Harron companies through the years. Mr. Bruder currently is responsible for the oversight of the strategic and day to day activities of MetroCast and the Harron companies. During his tenure with Harron, Mr. Bruder was involved in the management of the rebuild of Harron Communications' cable TV plant. Additionally, he worked in Harron's finance department, participating in the asset acquisitions of the New Hampshire cable TV properties. Mr. Bruder also worked in conjunction with Mr. Cohen in evaluating and accelerating MetroCast's cash flow margins.  Mr. Bruder received his BA in Economics from Colorado State University, and has taken postgraduate courses at Villanova University and The Wharton School and the MBA Program at Penn State University. Mr. Bruder serves on the board of the American Cable Association.

Dave Burstein has written about broadband as editor of DSL Prime since 1999 and now The DOCSIS Report as well.  With Jennie Bourne, he's written DSL (Wiley, 2002) and Web Video: Making It Great, Getting it Noticed (Peachpit, 2008) both with Jennie Bourne.  Dave writes: I'm a geek who tries to explain things in English, sometimes with success.  I earn my living from ads from equipment manufacturers, etc, including ASSIA represented on one of these panels.  I also have done four figure consulting jobs on broadband for a small telco.  Email daveb **@** dslprime.com
Ken Carroll is responsible for the strategic leadership and tactical execution of the WildBlue's business.  Prior to joining WildBlue, Mr. Carroll was President and Chief Financial Officer of Liberty Satellite & Technology, Inc., a subsidiary of Liberty Media Corporation.  He served as Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of PRIMESTAR, Inc. from April 1998, and was responsible for the business operations and financial oversight of PRIMESTAR's satellite television business with 2.5 million subscribers across the U.S.  From December 1994 to May 1997, Mr. Carroll served as Vice President of TCI K-1, Inc. and as Vice President of United Artists K-1 Investments, Inc., subsidiaries of TCI Communications, Inc., the nation's largest cable operator at that time.  From April 1994 through January 1995, Mr. Carroll served as Vice President of Business Operations and Chief Financial Officer of Netlink USA, a subsidiary of TCI.  A graduate of Georgetown University, Mr. Carroll received a Masters in the Science of Accounting in 1978.  He received a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and Environmental Science from the University of Virginia in 1977.
Mark Cooper holds a Ph.D. from Yale University and is a former Yale University and Fulbright Fellow. He is Director of Research at the Consumer Federation of America where he has responsibility for analysis and advocacy in the areas of telecommunications, media, digital rights, economic and energy policy. He has provided expert testimony in over 250 cases for public interest clients including Attorneys General, People’s Counsels, and citizen interveners before state and federal agencies, courts and legislators in almost four dozen jurisdictions in the U.S. and Canada. His books include: Media Ownership and Democracy in the Digital Information Age (Center for Internet & Society, Stanford University, 2003), Cable Mergers and Monopolies (Economic Policy institute), The Transformation of Egypt (Johns Hopkins, 1982), and Equity and Energy (Westview, 1983).

George Ford is the Chief Economist and co-founder of the Phoenix Center for Advanced Legal & Economic Public Policy Studies in Washington, D.C. (U.S.A.), and President of Applied Economics Studies, a consulting firm specializing in public policy, economics and econometrics.  Dr. Ford has a Ph.D. in Economics and has served as a professional economist at the Federal Communications Commission and in the private sector for telecommunications firms both big and small.  Dr. Ford has testified as an expert before many state regulatory commissions and the U.S. Congress.  His research has been published in academic journals including the Journal of Law and Economics, Empirical Economics, the Journal of Business, the Antitrust Bulletin, the Journal of Regulatory Economics, and other legal and economic scholarly outlets.    Much of his research has focused on the application of economics and econometrics to public policy issues.  He (co)authored the chapter on telecommunications competition in the  International Handbook of Telecommunications Economics.  Many of Dr. Ford’s papers are available at www.phoenix-center.org and www.aestudies.com.

Gary W. Evans, president and CEO of Hiawatha Broadband Communications, joined the company in April of 1998.  One of two people who performed the feasibility study in 1992 that led to the creation of Luminet (HBC’s predecessor), Evans is a long-time resident of the Winona community.

He served as Winona State University’s vice president of university relations from 1987 until 1998 and previously spent 30 years in the newspaper business, including 25 years at the Winona Daily News.  During his Winona newspaper career, Evans served as a reporter, section editor, editor, executive editor, marketing director, and publisher.  A community activist, Evans has received Winona’s highest awards, the Winona Community Achievement Award in 1987 and the Adith Miller Community Tribute in 1990.  He was also honored in 2001 as Minnesota Hospital Trustee of the Year, and on November 12, 2004, was honored by the Upper Mississippi Valley Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals as its outstanding volunteer fundraiser.  He serves as chairman of the board of Winona Health, the community’s health care system, as chairman of the board of the Great River Shakespeare Festival, is a member of the Winona State University Foundation and the Blandin Foundation’s Broadband Strategy Board, is a former member of the Greater Rochester Area University Center Board of Trustees, is a past president of the Winona Area Chamber of Commerce, and has held numerous community civic and church positions.

Evans is married.  He and his wife, Ellen, are the parents of two children: Gregory, president if Merchants National Bank, Cannon Falls, MN; and Natalie Evans Matejka, a customer planner for TRW, Winona.
Mark M. Gailey is President and General Manager of Totah Communications, Inc. headquartered in Ochelata, Oklahoma. He is currently the Chairman of OPASTCO.  His grandparents started Totah in 1954.  His father was President and General Manager from 1966 to 1998.  Mark grew up in the telephone business starting at the ground level in yard maintenance.  He progressed into Install and Repair, Construction, and Cable splicing.  He was employed by Contel of Arkansas later GTE Arkansas from 1987 until 1996.  He is a graduate of Oklahoma State University.  He is married to Angie and they have 5 Children.  Mr. Gailey is active in other associations as well as OPASTCO. He serves on the Board of Directors of WTA along with the Oklahoma Telephone Association and the Kansas Telecommunications Industry Association. He is also involved in various Committees and social activities in and around his hometown of Ochelata.

Brett Glass is an electrical engineer, consultant, author, inventor, and wireless Internet service provider residing in Laramie, Wyoming. He has been involved in the design of numerous chips, software products and embedded systems and has authored more than 2,000 technology-related articles for computer-oriented and general interest publications. Brett holds a BSEE from the Case Institute of Technology and an MSEE from Stanford University, where he independently invented what is now called "Trellis Coding" as part of an early digital radio project. He established LARIAT, the world's first WISP, in 1992 as a 501(c)(12) nonprofit rural telecommunications cooperative; he and his wife Isobel took it private a decade later at the request of the membership. Without government subsidy, LARIAT has continued to expand its coverage of rural areas by as much as 50 square miles each year.  
Frank Schueneman is responsible for the planning and engineering of Windstream's wireline network throughout its 16-state territory.  Schueneman previously served as vice president of engineering for Alltel, with responsibility for Alltel's wireless and wireline networks including RF engineering, cell site construction, switching, transport and broadband data.  Schueneman has over 25 years of industry experience and a broad technical background that includes design, construction and operation of wireless, wireline, long-distance and data networks.  Schueneman holds a bachelor of science degree in electronic technology from the University of Akron.
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