
2010 Census Brief

The Asian Population: 2010

Access the Audio:
Toll free number: 1-888-942-9873 
Participant passcode: ASIANBRF

Webinar Presented on March 21, 2012

1



Speakers

• Stacy Vidal, Public Information Office

• Elizabeth M. Hoeffel, Statistician, Racial Statistics Branch 

• Nicholas A. Jones, Chief, Racial Statistics Branch
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Topics Presented

• Race concepts and definition of “Asian”

• Population size and growth

• Multiple-race reporting 

• Geographic distribution

• Detailed Asian group information
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2010 Census Race Question
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Definition of “Asian”
Used in the 2010 Census

• According to the U.S. Office of Management
and Budget (OMB), “Asian” refers to a
person having origins in any of the original
peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, 
or the Indian subcontinent, including, 
for example, Cambodia, China, India, Japan,
Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the Philippine
Islands, Thailand, and Vietnam.
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2010 Census Race Question
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Definition of “Asian”
Used in the 2010 Census

• Includes people who indicated their race as 
“Asian” or reported detailed entries such as
“Hmong,” “Laotian,” “Thai,” “Pakistani,” and 
“Cambodian.”
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Race Concepts
• Race alone population –

people who reported a single race group
(e.g., Asian alone)

• Race in combination population –
people who reported more than one race group
(e.g., Asian and White; Asian and Black)

• Race alone or in combination population –
all people who reported a particular race group, 
either alone, or in combination with one or more 
other race groups
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POPULATION SIZE
AND GROWTH
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Asian Population: 
2000 and 2010

2000 2010

Asian alone or
in combination 11,898,828 17,320,856

Asian alone 10,242,998 14,674,252

Asian in combination 1,655,830 2,646,604

Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census 10



Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census 11

2000 2010 Increase

Asian alone or in 
combination

11,898,828 17,320,856 5,422,028

Asian alone 10,242,998 14,674,252 4,431,254

Asian in combination 1,655,830 2,646,604 990,774

Asian Population: 
2000 and 2010



Percent Growth of the Asian 
Population: 2000 to 2010

9.7%

45.6% 43.3%

59.8%

Total U.S.
population

(308.7 million)

Asian alone or in
combination
(17.3 million)

Asian alone
(14.7 million)

Asian in
combination
(2.6 million)

12Sources: Census 2000 and 2010 Census



MULTIPLE-RACE REPORTING
OF THE ASIAN POPULATION
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Percentage Distribution of the 
Multiple-Race Asian Population: 2010

14Source: 2010 Census

2.6 million



Percentage Distribution of the 
Multiple-Race Asian Population: 2010

15Source: 2010 Census

2.6 million

88.9



GEOGRAPHIC 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE

ASIAN POPULATION
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46.2

Asian in combination

Asian alone 

Asian alone or in combination

Northeast Midwest South West

Percentage Distribution of the
Asian Population by Region: 2010

Source: 2010 Census



Percentage Distribution of the
Asian Population by State: 2010
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Note: Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding.

Source: 2010 Census



Top Five States With the Highest 
Proportion Asian Alone or in 

Combination: 2010

Source: 2010 Census
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Asian Alone or in Combination
as a Percentage of
County Population: 2010

Source: 2010 Census 
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Percent Change in Asian Alone 
or in Combination Population: 
2000 to 2010

Source: Census 2000 and 2010 Census 



Top Five Places With the Highest 
Proportion Asian Alone or in 

Combination: 2010*
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* Places of 100,000 or more total population.
1 Urban Honolulu CDP, HI is a census designated place (CDP). CDPs are not legally incorporated, 
but are the statistical counterparts of incorporated places.
Source: 2010 Census
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INFORMATION ON
DETAILED ASIAN GROUPS
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Percentage Distribution of the Asian 
Population by Detailed Group: 2010

24Source: 2010 Census



Percentage of Largest Detailed Asian 
Groups Alone or in Any Combination

by Number of Groups and Races: 2010

25Source: 2010 Census



Regional Distribution of Largest 
Detailed Asian Groups: 2010

26Source: 2010 Census



State Distribution of Largest
Detailed Asian Groups: 2010
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Source: 2010 Census



Largest Detailed Asian 
Group by State: 2010

Source: 2010 Census
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Hmong Population

29
Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Hmong population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Hmong Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Hmong population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Vietnamese Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Vietnamese population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Vietnamese Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Vietnamese population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Chinese Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Chinese population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Chinese Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Chinese population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Filipino Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Filipino population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Filipino Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Filipino population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Asian Indian Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Asian Indian population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Asian Indian Population
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Source: 2010 Census

(Reflects where the Asian Indian population was the largest detailed Asian group in the state)



Largest Detailed Asian 
Group by State: 2010

Source: 2010 Census
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Source: 2010 Census

Top 5 Detailed Asian Groups in 
20 Metro Areas With Largest 

Asian Population: 2010



Legend for Largest Detailed Asian 
Groups in Top 20 Metro Areas With 

Largest Asian Populations: 2010
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Source: 2010 Census

Top 5 Detailed Asian Groups in 
20 Metro Areas With Largest 

Asian Population: 2010
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Cambodian Population
(Reflects where the Cambodian population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



44Source: 2010 Census

Hmong Population
(Reflects where the Hmong population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



45Source: 2010 Census

Pakistani Population
(Reflects where the Pakistani population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



46Source: 2010 Census

Japanese Population
(Reflects where the Japanese population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



47Source: 2010 Census

Korean Population
(Reflects where the Korean population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



48Source: 2010 Census

Vietnamese Population
(Reflects where the Vietnamese population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



49Source: 2010 Census

Filipino Population
(Reflects where the Filipino population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



50Source: 2010 Census

Asian Indian Population
(Reflects where the Asian Indian population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



51Source: 2010 Census

Chinese Population
(Reflects where the Chinese population was one of the top five detailed Asian groups 
within the 20 metros with the largest Asian alone-or-in-combination population)



52Source: 2010 Census

Top 5 Detailed Asian Groups in 
20 Metro Areas With Largest 

Asian Population: 2010



Summary
• Asians were the fastest-growing race group
• Asian population concentrated in the West
• Asians represent more than 50 percent of 

population in Hawaii
• Among Asians, the largest multiple-race 

combination was Asian and White
• Chinese was largest detailed Asian group
• Among detailed Asian groups with populations of 

one million or more, Japanese had highest 
proportion reporting multiple detailed Asian 
groups and/or another race (41 percent)
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The Asian Population: 2010
www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-11.pdf
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Online Press Kit
2010.census.gov/news/press-kits/briefs/briefs.html
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Ustream Event

Monday, March 26, 2012  
2pm (EDT)

Join us on Facebook or Ustream:
www.facebook.com/uscensusbureau

www.ustream.tv/channel/us-census-bureau
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For More Information

Public Information Office (PIO)
301.763.3030

pio@census.gov

2010 Census Briefs Press Kit
2010.census.gov/news/press-kits/briefs/briefs.html
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