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OVERVIEW 

This is to be used as a style reference for the HUD.gov website. It provides instructions for handcoding various elements on 

the HUD.gov website. 

INTENDED AUDIENCE 

This document is intended for use by those individuals seeking to add content to the HUD.gov web environment using 
hand coded html. This document assumes the reader already has a basic knowledge of Hyper Text Markup Language and 
Cascading Style Sheets.  

REVISION LOG 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Release No.  Date  Revision Description  

Rev. 0  09/01/11  HUD.gov Style Guide- Preliminary Draft  

Rev. 1 02/21/12 HUD.gov Style Guide First Release 
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1 ENVIRONMENT NOTES 

 HUD.gov is based on the HTML 4.0 coding standard 

 Browser standard is Internet Explorer 7.0 
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2 LISTS 

 

CLASS NAME SCREENSHOT CODE INDENT BULLETS 

.blandlink 

 

 

  

.genlink 

 
 

  

.genlist 

 
 

  

.genlink 

(ul #indent) 

 
 

  
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2.1 LIST WITH SUBTITLE 
Subtitles text is grey and bolded. Use this to separate different sections of text that appear within the same item. *Remember, all 
content should be wrapped in an item header. See previous sections for instructions on how to create a header. 
 

 
 

 
 

2.1.1 CODE EXAMPLE: 

 

2.2 MIXED LIST W/ PLAIN TEXT AND LINKS 
Plain text and links can be combined in any combination with or without bullets. This example uses bullets.  
*Remember, all content should be wrapped in an item header. See previous sections for instructions on how to create a header. 
 

  
 

2.2.1 CODE EXAMPLE: 
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3 HEADINGS 

 

  

CLASS 

NAME 
SCREENSHOT CODE USE 

.areattl 
 

 

Used for high level page 

titles. I.E. Program Offices, 

States, Principal Staff, etc. 

Multiple/ 

See Code  

 

Note: ‘ttlbgwide’ signifies a WIDE blue background 

 

 

For use with Wide item 

titles. Consist of a blue 

gradient background with  

red text 

 

Width:664 

 

Used for Overviews, etc. 

Multiple/ 

See Code  

 

Note: Half width headings are used for sidebar content as well 

 

 

For use with Half Width 

item titles. Consist of a 

blue gradient background 

with  red text 

 

Width:332 

 

Used for ‘I Want To’, ‘In 

‘Focus’, etc. 
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4 LINKS 

   

CLASS NAME SCREENSHOT CODE USE 

N/A   

Basic links appear in a blue bold 

text that changes to red when a 

user hovers over the link. A link 

can be placed anywhere on the 

page and the formatting will 

automatically be applied.  

 

This is also true for links in a list. 

See section titled ‘List'  
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5 IMAGES 

5.1 THE GENERAL RULE 
To ensure unity of the sites’ design, keep in mind these rules for images: 

 All images should have a crisp, clear image, which is free of distortion. 
o Example of a bad image: 

 
 

o Example of a good image: 

  
 

  

5.2 REFERENCING IMAGES 
Images are referenced using the Content ID for the image that was entered when it was uploaded to the HUD.gov 

Content Management system. For example, the Content ID for the uploaded image below is USAFLAG.GIF: 

 

Notes: 

 The image source must have http://portal.hud.gov/huddoc/ preceding the content id of the image 

 

5.3 INLINE IMAGES 

5.3.1 TAG ATTRIBUTES 
As a best practice, when inserting images on a page, the image tag must, at minimum, contain the following attributes: 

 Title 

 Source (src) 

 Alt 

 Width 

 Height 
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For example: 

 

5.3.2 AVAILABLE GENIMG CLASS 
genimg – This is the basic image class that will align the image to the left of the surrounding text, add a 

black border, and padding between the text and image. 

  
 

For example: 

 
 

6 SLIDESHOWS 

Slideshows are controlled by JavaScript that cycles photos entered via the content management system. Styles for slide 

content are predefined in the HUD.gov style sheet.  

6.1 SLIDESHOW GUIDELINES: 
The following guidelines are recommended to ensure visual continuity and legibly of slide content: 

 Preferably, descriptions should be 180 characters in length or less (approx. 30 words) 

 Preferably, headlines should be no more than 4 lines tall 

In addition to general image guidelines, slideshow images must adhere to these rules as well: 

 Each image should be accompanied by an appropriate caption 

 Images are automatically resized to fit the slideshow area. To prevent image degradation and distortion, image size 

should be 400x225 pixels. Photos that do not adhere to these dimensions will show up stretched or distorted. 

Note: For slideshow images smaller than the specified size, a background image (ss_bg.jpg ) is available in the 

content management system for use to fill in the surrounding space. 

 

http://portal.hud.gov/huddoc/ss_bg.jpg
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7 FULL PAGE EXAMPLES 

7.1  PRESS RELEASE 
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7.1.1 EXAMPLE PRESS RELEASE CODE: 
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7.2 BLOG 
 

 

7.2.1 EXAMPLE BLOG CODE 
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7.3  FEATURED NEWS/FEATURED LOCAL NEWS 
 

 

7.3.1 EXAMPLE FEATURED NEWS/FEATURED LOCAL NEWS CODE 
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8 DOCUMENTS 

8.1 REFERENCING DOCUMENTS 
Documents are referenced using the Content ID for the image that was entered when it was uploaded to the HUD.gov 

Content Management system. For example, the Content ID for the uploaded document below is 2010report.doc: 
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9 HUD.GOV  COLOR MAP 

 * All Colors are represented in hexadecimal color code.
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10 HUD.GOV  COLOR PALETTE 
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