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 Independent Federal Agency

« 5-Member Board
— President appointed, Senate confirmed

« 400 Staff

 |nvestigates accidents in all modes of
transportation

« Determines probable cause
 |ssues/Implements recommendations
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Safety Recommendations

Issued Since 1967
TOTAL=13,166

Pipeline 1243 9.44%
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Selection of Rail Accidents

« We launch on about 10 accidents each year

« 13 railroad investigators ~ 2 teams
— Investigator-In-Charge
— Signals
— Operations
— Track
— Human Performance
— Mechanical
— Hazardous Materials
— Event Recorders

NTSB




Selection of Rail Accidents

Safety Issues
« Passenger Trains
« Fatalities (Public/Employee)
« Hazardous Material Releases

e Trends
Track
Equipment
Operation

NTSB




Topics for Discussion

« Completed investigations
« New Investigations
« Federal Most Wanted List

NTSB




Newton, MA
May 28, 2008










Chatsworth, CA
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Engineer’s Cell Phone Activity (On Duty)

Weekday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday

Total

Total Total
Messages Messages
Sent Received
19 13
67 59
50 42
136 114
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New
Investigations
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Boston, MA
May: 8, 2009
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Washington, DC
June 22, 2009
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National Transportation Safety Board
Washington, D.C. 20594
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Urgent Safety Recommendation

Date: JyL 1 3 2008
In reply refer to: R-09-6 (Urgent)

Mr. John B. Catoe, Jr.

General Manager

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
600 Fifth Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20001

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) is an independent Federal agency
charged by Congress with investigating transportation accidents, determining their probable
cause, and making recommendations to prevent similar accidents from occurring. The urgent
recommendation in this letter is derived from the NTSB’s ongoing investigation of the recent
collision between two Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) Metrorail
trains on the Red Line near the Fort Totten station in Washington, D.C. The NTSB would
appreciate a response from you within 30 days addressing the actions you have taken or intend to
take to implement our recommendation.

On Monday, June 22, 2009, about 4:58 p.m., eastern daylight time, southbound Metrorail
train 112 was travelling in a curve when it struck the rear end of train 214 before reaching the
Fort Totten station. Train 214 had stopped before entering the station to wait for another train to
leave the platform. The striking train was not equipped with onboard event recorders that would
have recorded train speed and other parameters. There was no communication between the train
operators and the Metrorail Operations Control Center before the collision. During the collision,
the lead car of train 112 telescoped and overrode the rear car of train 214 by about 50 feet.
Examination of the track and wreckage indicated that the emergency brake on train 112 was
applied before impact. The District of Columbia Fire and Emergency Medical Service reported 9
fatalities and transported about 52 persons to local hospitals. Although the NTSB’s investigation
is ongoing and no determination of probable cause has been reached, investigators have concerns
regarding the safety redundancy of WMATA’s train control system, which has prompted
issuance of this urgent safety recommendation.

The stopped train, 214, was a 6-car train in passenger service consisting of two 2-car sets
of 3000-series transit railcars and one 2-car set of 5000-series transit railcars. The striking train,
112, was a 6-car train in passenger service consisting of three 2-car sets of 1000-series transit
railcars. Each train had one operator on board.
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Actions needed by States

HIGHWAY
Imprave Child Oecupant Probection
= Enach Einie lawe sequiring boosher 2eats for young children up lo age &
Ermact Primary Seat Belt Enforcement Laws
* Inereaze number of prople whe wear 2t bells frcugh shronger enforcement lows thet
dori't restrict officers Io cheering ancirer ofenmse drad
Eiminate Distracticrs for Young Drivers
Profibit uze of inferackse wirele=s commenicalions devices by young novice drivers,
= Resbrichthe number of f2an pagrengers traveling with yourg novice drivers,
= Enact geadusisd dewver licensing legiskelion
Elimirate Hard Core Drinking Driving
= Enact l=g=lafion fo reduce crazhes invohiing repeat offenders whao deink large amount=
of slcohol, incleding
Frequent, shsbewide =obnely checkpoinis
More efeclive messures [sancionsitreatment] for first fme arests with high Blood
aleohol congentrabion and repest offend=rs
Zema Blocd alochol meguirement for fhoze slsady comwided of driwing while
inbomicabes
Adminsiraive licenze revocafion for reduzing bo ke or failing & eudendisl fext for
alechal.
‘ehicle sancions for DWW ofenders bo separahe drinking foom driving
Eli=inafon of ples-bargeining OW] oferses and programs Tt dvert ofenders and
Furge ofenze reconds.
D offense secords netendion for ot least 10 years bo idendfy repeat offenders
Special sanchion courkbazed pogams such 23 DWW cours for hard cone (DAW
cfizndiers.

MARINE

Erdance Recreatonal Soatimeg Safety
* Feguire mandalory edecalion of boat cperaines.
= Reguice uze of [fe jsckets by chidran

Critical changes needed to reduce
transportation accidents and save lives.

Mational Transportation Safety Board
440 L' Enfant Plaza, SW - Washingion, DC 20594
[202) 314 6000 » Fip:\ v nish. gow




www.ntsb.gov




	��
	NTSB
	 
	Selection of Rail Accidents
	Selection of Rail Accidents
	Slide Number 6
	Newton, MA�May 28, 2008
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Chatsworth, CA�September 12, 2008�
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Engineer’s Cell Phone Activity (On Duty) 
	Slide Number 14
	Boston, MA�May 8, 2009
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Washington, DC�June 22, 2009�
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

