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Surfrider Foundation 

• 85 volunteer-based 
chapters in the U.S. 

• Protection & enjoyment of 
the world’s oceans, waves, 
and beaches 

• Membership includes 
surfers, divers, kayakers, 
and beach-goers 

 

 
 
 



Position Statement on MPAs 

• Goal driven 
• Science-based 
• Preservation balanced with 

access 
• Communities involved in 

siting and designation 
• Socioeconomics addressed 
• Enforcement & scientific 

monitoring 
 

Support MPAs: Ecological & Recreational Benefits 



MPA Engagement & Support 

• Resource users 
• Educational events  
• Stewardship: beach  
    cleanups etc. 
• Citizen science 
• Advisory councils 

participation 
• Advocacy for funding,  
    expansion etc. 

 



Non-Consumptive Recreational Use 



Oregon Recreational  
Ocean Use Study 

• To collect geospatial data on 
non-consumptive recreation 

• To estimate numbers of users 
in the non-consumptive 
recreational user community.  

• To estimate the economic 
impacts of non-consumptive 
recreational ocean use 



Survey Recruitment 
Random Population Sample 
- Representative sample 
- Allows for extrapolating to  
  larger population 
 
Opt-in Survey 
- Anyone can participate 
- Outreach to key contacts, 

user groups, businesses, etc 
- Richer information on 

recreational activity use 
 
 



Opt-in Data Results: Ocean Group 



Selected Activity Participation 



Economic Impacts: Coastal Visitation 

• 21 million estimated 
coastal trips in Ore. 
• $87 average trip 
expenditure 
• $2.4 billion in 
expenditures in 2010 
(estimated) 
 
 
 



Port Orford, Oregon 

• Redfish Rocks Marine 
Reserve (Oregon Pilot) 

• Small community on south 
coast 

• Exceptional nearshore 
ecosystem  

• One in four jobs related to 
fishing 

• Outstanding recreational 
opportunities 

 
 



Redfish Rocks Community Team 
• Stakeholder engagement: recreational users 
• Education: school programs, outreach events, etc. 
• Citizen Science: water quality testing, etc. 
• Volunteer stewardship: beach cleanups, etc. 
• Economic development: Marine Interpretive Center, 

new business & ecotourism opportunities 



Rincon, Puerto Rico 

• Reserva Marina Tres Palmas 
• Community designation                
process with NOAA 
• ‘Surf Protection’ part of goal 
• Rincon: 60% jobs related to 
coastal tourism 
 





Opportunities for MPAs in Supporting 
Tourism & Recreational Uses 

• Protect recreational uses  
   & related values 
• Educate users/ visitors 
• Citizen science  
• Volunteer stewardship 
• Demonstrate value of MPA 



Challenges for MPAs in Supporting 
Tourism & Recreational Uses 

• Loving the resource to death 
• Access concerns: “disturbance” 
• Protecting “secret spots” 
• Competing uses 
• Connecting managers to 
    recreational users 
• Jurisdictional limitations 
 

 

 



How can MPA programs improve their 
engagement & support from recreational users 

• Protect the resource 
• Ensure access, amenities 
• Communicate: signage, web-

based, events, newsletters etc. 
• Partner with user groups, 

associations 
• Advisory councils, community 

teams 
• Collaborative mapping 
 

 

 



Questions? 

Pete Stauffer 
Ocean Program Manager 
Surfrider Foundation 
(503) 887-05114 
pstauffer@surfrider.org 
www.surfrider.org 
 



 



 



Oregon’s Marine Reserve Program 

Goal “Protect and sustain a limited system of 
ecologically special places in Oregon’s Territorial 
Sea to: 

 
 

 
  
 • Conserve marine habitats and 
biodiversity;  
• Provide a framework for scientific 
research and effectiveness 
monitoring and  
• Avoid, to the extent practicable, 
potential adverse social & 
economic effects 



Oregon’s Marine Reserves Process 
• Over 10 years and counting… 
• Governor: OPAC directive 
• OPAC adopts Policy Guidance Doc 

(2008) 
• Size & Spacing Guidance (2008) 
• Public proposal process (2008) 
• HB 3013: 2 designations & 4 areas 

for further evaluation (2009) 
• 3 more sites recommended (2011) 
• 2012 – legislation expected 
 

 



Map Courtesy of Ben 
Enticknap, Oceana 



 



Socioeconomic Working Group 
 
Economic Development 
• New business and 

ecotourism opportunities 
• Income opportunities for 

fishermen  
• Establish a field research 

station in Port Orford 
• Develop a Marine 

Reserve Interpretive 
Center 



Redfish Rocks Community Team 
• Assist ODFW in developing a management plan for 

Redfish Rocks 
• Serve as liaisons to the community on matters 

regarding Redfish Rocks 
• Develop recommendations based on ecological & 

socioeconomic information 



Site-Specific Goals: Redfish Rocks * 

• Protect the habitats, biological 
communities, and ecological 
services  

• Enhance public awareness of 
natural & cultural resources 

• Promote scientific research & 
monitoring 

• Minimize significant adverse 
social & economic impacts 

• Promote economic development 
around research, education, and 
tourism 

 *(language abbreviated) 
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