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June 12, 2009 Presidential MemoJune 12, 2009 Presidential Memo
“An America whose stewardship 
ensures that the ocean, our coasts, 

d th  G t L k   h lth  d and the Great Lakes are healthy and 
resilient, safe and productive, 
understood and treasured so as to 
promote the well being  prosperity  promote the well-being, prosperity, 
and security of present and future 
generations.”



Interagency Ocean Policy Interagency Ocean Policy 
Task Force Task Force 

 Task Force to develop Task Force to develop National Policy for National Policy for pp yy
stewardship of ocean, our coasts and Great stewardship of ocean, our coasts and Great 
Lakes, including:Lakes, including:gg
 Framework for Policy CoordinationFramework for Policy Coordination
 Implementation StrategyImplementation Strategyp gyp gy
 Framework for Effective Coastal and Marine Framework for Effective Coastal and Marine 

Spatial PlanningSpatial Planningp gp g
 Ready, Set, Go!  Policy in 90 days Ready, Set, Go!  Policy in 90 days –– CMSP CMSP 

Framework in 180 days!Framework in 180 days!Framework in 180 days!Framework in 180 days!



Public Engagement ProcessPublic Engagement Process
 38 Expert Roundtables38 Expert Roundtables

 Stakeholders and Interest GroupsStakeholders and Interest Groupspp
 State, Local, and Tribal GovernmentsState, Local, and Tribal Governments

 6 Regional Public Meetings Aug 6 Regional Public Meetings Aug –– Oct ‘09Oct ‘09
 Anchorage, AlaskaAnchorage, Alaska
 San Francisco, CaliforniaSan Francisco, California

P id Rh d I l dP id Rh d I l d Providence, Rhode Island Providence, Rhode Island 
 Honolulu, Hawai’i  Honolulu, Hawai’i  
 New Orleans LouisianaNew Orleans Louisiana New Orleans, Louisiana New Orleans, Louisiana 
 Cleveland, Ohio Cleveland, Ohio 

 30 & 60 day public comment periods 30 & 60 day public comment periods y p py p p



Interagency Ocean Policy Interagency Ocean Policy 
T k F R tT k F R tTask Force ReportTask Force Report

 How we do business:How we do business: How we do business:How we do business:
 EcosystemEcosystem--based based 

managementmanagementmanagementmanagement
 Coastal and marine Coastal and marine 

spatial planningspatial planningspatial planningspatial planning
 Inform decisions and Inform decisions and 

improve understandingimprove understandingimprove understandingimprove understanding
 Coordinate and supportCoordinate and support



Interagency Ocean Policy Interagency Ocean Policy 
Task Force ReportTask Force Report

A f i l h iA f i l h i Areas of special emphasisAreas of special emphasis
 Resiliency and adaptation to climate change and Resiliency and adaptation to climate change and 

idifi iidifi iocean acidification ocean acidification 
 Regional ecosystem protection and restorationRegional ecosystem protection and restoration

d b dd b d Water quality and sustainable practices on landWater quality and sustainable practices on land
 Changing conditions in the ArcticChanging conditions in the Arctic
 Ocean and Great Lakes observations and  Ocean and Great Lakes observations and  

infrastructureinfrastructure



Past Work of MPA FAC Supports Past Work of MPA FAC Supports 
Ocean Policy ObjectivesOcean Policy Objectives

 Resilience to Climate ChangeResilience to Climate Changegg
 Gap analysis process to address Gap analysis process to address 

ecological resilience ecological resilience -- Apr 2009Apr 2009gg pp
 Planning for climate change Planning for climate change --Apr Apr 

2010 2010 
 Ocean and Great Lakes Ocean and Great Lakes 

observations observations obse vat o sobse vat o s
 Linking ocean observing systems to  Linking ocean observing systems to  

national system of MPAs national system of MPAs -- Dec 2008Dec 2008yy



New Work of MPA FAC Informs New Work of MPA FAC Informs 
Ocean Policy ObjectivesOcean Policy Objectives

I i f i l iI i f i l i Integration of national system into Integration of national system into 
Coastal/Marine Spatial Planning Coastal/Marine Spatial Planning 
(CMSP)(CMSP)(CMSP)(CMSP)

 Protected areas/land sea Protected areas/land sea 
interactionsinteractions

 Healthy & resilient coastal Healthy & resilient coastal yy
communitiescommunities

 Stewardship of cultural heritageStewardship of cultural heritageStewardship of cultural heritage Stewardship of cultural heritage 



Climate Change/Ocean Policy Climate Change/Ocean Policy 
PrioritiesPriorities

 Climate Change initiatives will support oceanClimate Change initiatives will support ocean Climate Change initiatives will support ocean Climate Change initiatives will support ocean 
policy objectives policy objectives 
 CEQ’s Interagency National Climate ChangeCEQ’s Interagency National Climate Change CEQ s Interagency National Climate Change CEQ s Interagency National Climate Change 

Adaptation StrategyAdaptation Strategy
 DOIDOI--wide climate change science adaptation andwide climate change science adaptation and DOIDOI wide climate change science, adaptation, and wide climate change science, adaptation, and 

mitigation strategymitigation strategy
 Landscape Conservation CooperativesLandscape Conservation CooperativesLandscape Conservation Cooperatives Landscape Conservation Cooperatives 
 Climate Science CentersClimate Science Centers



Role of National SystemRole of National System
i O P lii O P liin Ocean Policyin Ocean Policy

 225 National System MPAs (1,600 potential sites) including marine, 225 National System MPAs (1,600 potential sites) including marine, 
estuarine and intertidal areasestuarine and intertidal areasestuarine and intertidal areasestuarine and intertidal areas

 Scientific contributions to ecosystemScientific contributions to ecosystem--based management and cultural based management and cultural 
resource stewardship resource stewardship pp

 MPAs protect “critical ecosystem functions and services”MPAs protect “critical ecosystem functions and services”
 PlacePlace--based conservation strategy for CMSPbased conservation strategy for CMSP
 Gap analysis Gap analysis will inform regional will inform regional adaptation adaptation 

to climate changeto climate change
C h d ll 35 lC h d ll 35 l Connects to watersheds across all 35 coastal Connects to watersheds across all 35 coastal 
states and territoriesstates and territories

 Enormous recreational and economic valueEnormous recreational and economic value Enormous recreational and economic valueEnormous recreational and economic value



America’s Great Outdoors America’s Great Outdoors 
Launched April 16Launched April 16

 Reconnect citizens Reconnect citizens “We understand what an 
with outdoors with outdoors ––
especially youthespecially youth

incredible bounty that we have 
been given. And it’s our 
obligation to make sure that 

p y yp y y
 Focus on state, local Focus on state, local 

& private partners & private partners 

obligation to make sure that 
the next generation enjoys 
that same bounty.” & p vate pa t e s& p vate pa t e s

 ScienceScience--based based 
management tomanagement tomanagement to management to 
restore and protect restore and protect 
land & watersland & watersland & watersland & waters


