


Habitat Impacts



A place….



The top foot of the surface 
sediment has been churned and 

churned repeatedly



Native large species all but gone



Exploitation has gone on for 
decades



Sometimes the disturbance goes 
on day and night, 24 hrs. a day



Plant bio-diversity is virtually 
non-existent



A non-native plant species  now 
dominates the entire area
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Rockfish Conservation Area
OREGON



Rockfish Conservation Area (RCA)

• Began in 2003
• Extends from Canada to Mexico
• Width varies from year to year and within the year
• Has closed a minimum 100 fm depth spread at all times
• 100-150 fms has been continuously closed to trawling



RCA and State 
Trawl Closed 
Area at Cape 
Flattery in 
2003



~250 Fathoms to the Shore



Oregon RCA
May 2005

~100 Fathoms to ~200 Fathoms Water Depth
Currently varies from 1 to over          

15 nautical miles wide
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