
Marine Protected Areas in the Gulf Of Mexico
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Reef Fish Longline and Buoy Gear Rest. Area
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Everglades NP OFW
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Florida Keys OFW
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St. Joseph Bay AP & OFW

Madison and
Swanson Closure

Gulf Islands NS & OFW

Western
Empire

Padre Island NS

Tortugas MRs

Alderdice Bank

McGrail Bank

Pine Island Snd. AP & OFW
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Dry Tortugas NP OFW
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Rookery Bay AP & OFW

Mission-Aransas NERR

Fort Pickens SP AP & OFW

Terra Ceia AP & OFW
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St. Andrews SP AP & OFW

St. Martins Marsh AP & OFW

Sarasota Bay Estuarine System OFW

Boca Ciega Bay AP & OFW

Rockefeller WMA&GP

Cape Romano - Ten Thousand Islands AP & OFW

Estero Bay AP & OFW

West and East Flower Garden Banks HAPC

Alligator Harbor AP & OFW

Key West NWR OFW

Anclote Key SP

Lemon Bay AP & OFW

Yellow River Marsh AP & OFW

Grand Bay NERR

Max. 30 MPH Channel/Slow Speed or 20 MPH Outside C

Apalachicola River and Bay SWIM

Rookery Bay OFW

Cockroach Bay AP & OFW

Weeks Bay NERR

Crystal River, including Kings Bay OFW

Great White Heron NWR OFW

Jourdan River CP

Waccasassa Bay Ste. Pres. & OFW

Wakulla River OFW

Slow Speed Manatee PZs

Pascagoula River Marsh CP

Suwannee River OFW

Marsh Island WMA&GP

Hancock County Marsh CP

Choctawhatchee River OFW

State WMA&GP

Pointe aux Chenes WMA

St. Marks River OFW

Biloxi River Marshes CP

Ochlockonee River OFW

Max. 25 MPH Manatee PZs

Murphree WMA

Salvador WMA

Werner-Boyce Salt Springs SP

Perdido River OFW

St. Andrew Bay Watershed SWIM

Rocky Bayou SP AP & OFW

Isles Dernieres Barrier Islands Refuge

Mad Island WMA

Peach Point WMA

Boca Chica SP

Econfina River SP & OFW

J.N. Ding Darling NWR OFW

Sea Rim SP

Idle Speed (Fall to Spring) Manatee PZs

Graveline Bay CP

Chassahowitzka NWR OFW

SS Tarpon Underwater Arch.  Pres.

Mustang Island SP
GC 234: Chemo. Comm.

Big Bend Coastal Tract OFW

Max. 35 MPH Manatee PZs

Galveston Island SP

VK 826: Lophelia
Coral Habitat

Lower Neches WMA

VK 862: Lophelia and
Black Coral Habitat

Chassahowitzka WMA

City of Hawkinsville Underwater Arch.  Pres.

Caloosahatchee NWR OFW

Candy Abshier WMA

Cape Haze AP & OFW

Matlacha Pass AP & OFW

McGrail Bank HAPC

St. Martins River OFW

Apalachicola River WEA & OFW

Lemon Bay Estuarine System OFW

Apalachicola NERR OFW

Myakka River OFW

Caladesi Island SP & OFW
Honeymoon Island SP & OFW

Grand Bay Savannah CP
Choctawatchee Bay SWIM

Little Manatee River OFW

Stetson Bank HAPC

Idle Speed Manatee PZs

Davis Bayou CP

Slow Speed (Spring to Fall, Var.Reg.) Manatee PZs

Grand Bayou CP

Homosassa River and Tributaries OFW

Stoney-Lane OFW

St. Marks NWR OFW

Lovers Key SRA & OFW

Cedar Key Scrub SR & OFW

Escatawpa River Marsh CP

Cedar Key Scrub WMA

Aucilla River OFW

Chassahowitzka River and Tributaries OFW

Old Fort Bayou CP

Wiggins Pass Est. Area and Cocohatchee Riv. Syst. 

Wolf River Marsh CP

Collier-Seminole SP & OFW

Bower Tract OFW

Bayou Portage CP

Estero Bay Tributaries OFW

St. Joseph Bay State Buffer Pres.

Pinellas NWR OFW

Pensacola Bay SWIM

St. Marks River SWIM
Bald Point SP

Charlotte Harbor Pres. SP & OFW

Weedon Island Ste. Pres. OFW

Yellow River Marsh Pres. SP

Withlacoochee Riverine & Lake System OFW

St. Vincent (including Pig
Island Unit) NWR OFW

Deer Island CP

Vamar Underwater Arch.  Pres.

Wetstone/Berkovitz OFW

Point Washington OFW

Pansy Bayou NEZ

Round Island CP

Big Lagoon SP & OFW

Anclote Key Ste. Pres. OFW

Fakahatchee Strand Ste. Pres. & OFW

Bush Hill: Chemo. Comm.

Big Bend NEZ

Topsail Hill Pres. SP & OFW

Big Bend WMA

Dr. Julian G. Bruce St. George Island SP & OFW

Cayo Costa SP & OFW

GC 233: Brine Pool Chemo. Comm.

Stump Pass Beach SP

Cape St. George SR OFW

Tarkiln Bayou Ste. Pres.

Barefoot Beach OFW
Delnor-Wiggins Pass SP & OFW

Crystal River Pres. SP

USS Massachusetts (BB-2) Underwater Arch.  Pres.

Deer Lake SP

T.H. Stone Mem.  St. Joseph Peninsula SP & OFW

St. Andrews SP & OFW

Port Charlotte Beach SRA OFW

Passage Key NWR OFW

Navarre Beach SP

Egmont Key NWR OFW

Estero Bay Pres. SP & OFW

Perdido Key SP & OFW

Gills Tract OFW

Lower Suwannee River NWR OFW

Don Pedro Island SP & OFW

San Marcos De Apalache HSP & OFWCamp Helen SP

Goose Island SP

Ochlockonee River SP & OFW

Terra Ceia Pres. SP

Pine Island NWR OFW

Cockroach Bay Pres. SP

Gasparilla Island SP & OFW

Fred Gannon Rocky Bayou SP & OFW

Matlacha Pass NWR OFW

Cedar Keys NWR OFW

Regina Underwater Arch.  Pres.

Crystal River NWR OFW

Lake Powell OFW

Bayou La Croix CP

Koreshan SHS & OFW

Island Bay NWR OFW

Aucilla River SWIM

Oscar Scherer SP & OFW

Mound Key Arch.  SP

Bellefontaine Marsh CP

Crystal River State Arch. Site & OFW

Henderson Creek/Enchanting Shores NEZ

Madira Bickel Mound State Arch. Site

Grayton Beach SP & OFW

Wacissa/Aucilla Rivers OFW

Florida Keys NMS

Everglades NP

Dry Tortugas NP

Rookery Bay NERR

Delta NWR

Lower Suwannee NWR

Flower Garden Banks NMS

Aransas NWR

San Bernard NWR

Breton NWR
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Sabine NWR

Big Boggy NWR

Anahuac NWR

Big Branch Marsh NWR

Bon Secour NWR

Jean Lafitte NHP and Pres., Barataria Pres.

Shell Keys NWR

St. Marks NWR

Key West NWR

Chassahowitzka NWR

Ten Thousand Islands NWR

Crystal River NWR

Great White Heron NWR

Grand Bay NWR

J.N. Ding Darling NWR

Pinellas NWR

Pine Island NWR Matlacha Pass NWR

Cedar Keys NWR

St. Vincent NWR

Island Bay NWR

Coupon Bight OFW

Looe Key NMS OFW
National Key Deer NWR OFW

Curry Hammock SP
& OFW

Florida Keys W&EA

Coupon Bight AP & OFW
Lignumvitae Key AP & OFW

Bahia Honda SP & OFW

Fort Zachary Taylor SHS & OFW

Indian Key SHS & OFW

Lignumvitae Key Botanical
SP & OFW

Long Key SRA & OFW

San Pedro Underwater Arch. 
Pres. SP & OFW

Windley Key Fossil Reef
Geological SP & OFW

National Key Deer Refuge
East Hump MPA

San Pedro Underwater
Arch.  Pres.
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AP Aquatic Preserve
Arch. Site Archaeological Site
Chemo. Comm. Chemosynthetic Community
CA Closed Area
CP Coastal Preserve
GP Game Preserve
HAPC Habitat Area of Particular Concern
HSP Historic State Park
MR Marine Reserve
NERR National Estuarine Research Reserve
NHP National Historic Park
NMS National Marine Sanctuary
NP National Park
NS National Seashore
NWR National Wildlife Refuge
NEZ No Entry Zone
OFW Outstanding Florida Water
PZ Protection Zone
Rest. Area Restricted Area
SG State Garden
SHS State Historic Site
SP State Park
Ste Pres. State Preserve
SRA State Recreation Area
SR State Reserve
SWIM Surface Water Improvement and Management
WEA Wildlife and Environmental Area
WMA Wildlife Management Area
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CONSERVATION FOCUS
Most MPAs have legally established goals, conservation objectives, and intended purpose(s). Common
examples include MPAs created to conserve biodiversity in support of research and education; to protect
benthic habitat in order to recover over-fished stocks; and to protect and interpret shipwrecks for maritime
education. These descriptors of an MPA are reflected in the site’s Conservation Focus, which represents the
characteristics of the area that the MPA was established to conserve. The Conservation Focus, in turn,
influences many fundamental aspects of the site, including its design, location, size, scale, management
strategies and potential contribution to surrounding ecosystems. U.S. MPAs generally address one or more
of these areas of Conservation Focus:

Natural Heritage: MPAs or zones established and managed wholly or in part to sustain,
conserve, restore, and understand the protected area’s natural biodiversity, populations,
communities, habitats, and ecosystems; the ecological and physical processes upon
which they depend; and, the ecological services, human uses and values they provide to
this and future generations.

Cultural Heritage: MPAs or zones established and managed wholly or in part to protect
and understand submerged cultural resources that reflect the nation’s maritime history
and traditional cultural connections to the sea.

Sustainable Production: MPAs or zones established and managed wholly or in part with
the explicit purpose of supporting the continued extraction of renewable living
resources (such as fish, shellfish, plants, birds, or mammals) that live within the MPA,
or that are exploited elsewhere but depend upon the protected area’s habitat for essential
aspects of their ecology or life history.

This map provides information regarding the distribution of marine protected areas throughout the Gulf of
Mexico.  The boundaries for the areas shown were compiled into a spatial database by NOAA's Marine
Protected Areas Center.  Data were obtained from various federal agencies and participating state and local
management offices and are current as of April 2011.  Note that certain data gaps still exist. Please contact
the MPA Center to provide information on sites that are missing from this catalog.

MPAs in the U.S. vary widely in the level and type of legal protections afforded to the site’s natural and
cultural resources and ecological processes.  Any MPA, or management zone within a larger MPA, can be
characterized by one of the following six levels of protection, which will directly influence its effects on the
environment and human uses.

LEVEL OF PROTECTION

Uniform Multiple-Use: MPAs or zones with a consistent level of protection and allowable

Zoned Multiple-Use: MPAs that allow some extractive activities throughout the entire site,
but that use marine zoning to allocate specific uses to compatible places or times in order to
reduce user conflicts and adverse impacts.

Zoned Multiple-Use With No-Take Area(s): Multiple-use MPAs that contain at least one
legally established management zone in which all resource extraction is prohibited.

No-Take: MPAs or zones that allow human access and even some potentially harmful uses,
but that totally prohibit the extraction or significant destruction of natural or cultural
resources.

No Impact: MPAs or zones that allow human access, but that prohibit all activities that
could harm the site’s resources or disrupt the ecological or cultural services they provide.

No Access: MPAs or zones that restrict all human access to the area in order to prevent
potential ecological disturbance, unless specifically permitted for designated special uses

Marine Protected Areas
National Marine Sanctuaries
National Park Service

National System Member Sites

National Wildlife Refuge System
MPA Terrestrial Areas

State MPAs

National Estuarine Research Reserve System
National Marine Fisheries Service

U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone
MPAs Outside the Gulf of Mexico

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 
Regulation and Enforcement


