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FEDERAL LLLCTION COMNMISSION

T R STREEENW
WASHINGTON D UL 20404

REPORT OIF Tills AUDIT DIVISIOW
Ol
THE SONIA LARDAU FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEL

1. background

A, Overvioew

This report is basced on an audit of the Sonia
Landau for Conpress Committee (Mthe Committcee'), undertaken
by the Audit Division of the Federal Zlection Commission in
accordance with the Commission's audit policy to determine
whethier there has been compliance with the provisions of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (Mthe
Act") .  The audit was conducted pursuant to Scction 4386(a) ()
of Title 2, United States Code, which directs the Coumission
Lo teate from time to time audits and field investigations wich
respoet to reports and statements filed under the provisions o
tae ict,

The Committee registered with the Federal IZlection
Conaninsion on Scptember 7, 1970 as the principal campaipn
Conain Liee designated by FHs, Sonia Lnnddu, candidate for the
Oiiice of U.S. Representative from Hew Yorid's Lbth Congressican.
bicirict, The Committee maintained its headquarters in Lew

. York City.

The audit covered the period September 1, 1976 throu:h
January 31, 1977, the closing date of the termination ropord
Ffiled by the Committece. During the period the Committee reovnor:ca
$0.00 in beginming cash, total 1cgo*pts oii $16,413.70, 1/ toiul
expeaditures of $16,414.70 and ending cash of $0.00.

1/ ATtor recommended amendirents were file
c

v C
reported receipts and expenditures hesc totals agreed.
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This audit report is based on documents and worliing,
Papers supporting cach of its factual statements They torm
part of the record upon which the Commission bd»cd its
decisions on the matters in the report and werce available
to Commissioncers and appropriate staff for review.

B. Kev Personnel

The principal officers of the Committee duringy the
period of the audit were Constantine Sidawman Eristoff, Chaivuan,
and Ms. bonia Landau, Treagurer.

C.  Seope

The audit included such tests as verification or ot
rejorted receipts and expenditures and individual transactions;
review of yeauired supporting documentation; analvsis of
Comsiittec debis and obliputions; and such other procedures us
deemed necessary under the circumstances.

II. Auditor's Statement

It is the opinion of the Audit staffl, based upon examinatio.,
of the reports and statenents Ziled and records presented, Uinn

the Sonia Landau for Congress Committece has not conductoed its

activities in xomp1lancc w;th thie Federal £lection Campalrn o
and that the reports and statenents Jiled by the Connitro' TRIY
not fairly present the financial activities of the Commictcec
for the period covered by the audit.

Audit Findings and Reconiiendacions

T

A. Contribution Records

Scection 432(c) (1) and (2) of Title 2, United Staten
Code, requires the treasurcr oif a political committee to keop
a detailed and exact account of all contributions made to or
for such committee, the identiification oif cvery person maiiin
a contribution in cxcess of S50, and the date and aount thor ol o
and, if a person's con ributions aporecate wore than S100 diorin
a Ltlthdl vear, the account shali include occupation and tliw
principal place of business (if aay).
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A review of the Committec's records revealed that
the Committee did not maintain records on contributions
received other than copies of the disclosure repores itemising
contributions in cxcess of $100. A contributor list was pre-
pared as contributions were reccived, but the lists were dis-
carded once disclosure reports were prepared.  The Candidate
has submitted a written statement that all unitemized contri-
butions werce less than $50,

A reconciliation of total receipts shown in Commiti. .o
bank records to total receipts shown on Comnirtc reports din-
, closed that the reports were overstated by 5255, Duce to the
; absence of contributor records, we were unable to locate the
crror,

necomiwendation

The Audit staflt recommends no further action on this wmatr -
since an amended report correcting the overstatement of receipt:
vas received on January 30, 1978,

B. Retention of Supportine Documentation for Expendituros

6H 0 2.3 9.

Section 432(d) of Title 2, United States Code,
reguires the treasurer to obtain and to keep a z'cccim'cd

bill, statiny the particulars, for cevery cexpenditure wmade

{ by or on behall ol a political committee in excess oi S1UU
< in anount, and for any such expenditure in a lesser amount,
~J il the apgreprate amount of such expenditures to the same

f person during a calendar year cxceeds $100.
 ond

Section 10h.)\c)(/) of the Commission's Reeulations

= states, in part, that wihen a receipted bHill is not aviilable,
» the treasurcr may keep the cancelied cheek aud the bill, invoice

or other contemporancous nicnorandun,

A review of the Committee's expenditure records
revealed that the Comsittee did not retain receipted bills
or invoices tor any cunpenditures reported. 't should be
notcd that tihe Coummittee made only 1/ expenditures Lor which
a receipted bill was requived., The Conmittee could not oirfcer
any c“planahion as to why the supporting documentation was
not retained.

Recommendat ton

"

The Audit stafs reconmends that no further action be taken
on this wmatter since the (,.nuuxl‘ tee has obtailned the recuired
docuents and subiitted thewm 5o tie review ol the Audic stan ..

—————n o —
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C. Reportine ot xpenditures

Scction 434(H)(9), (10) and (11) of Title 2,
United States Code, states in part that reports filed by

political committeces ;hw[l inciude the total sum of cxpendi-
turces made by such committecs du11”¢ the calendar year, topcthe,

with the amount, date, purpose, and the identification of

person to whoi expenditures have been made by such commiiteces

within the culunda: vear in an apgcesate amount or value

excess ol 5100 to include expenditures for personal services,

salarics, and rcimchscd expenses,

A roeview of the Committedc's cexpenditure records and

disclosure reports filed revealed tihat the Comaittee did
report scven (7) expenditures totaling $2,744.70. These
turcs accounted for approxiwmately 27270 of L.\L total number
Comnmittee cexpenditures and approxiuately 177 of the total
dollar amount expended by the Committee.  In addition, tae

Commiiitee overstated one (1) expenditure by $3,000.09. These

reporting discrepancien re '”JLLd in a4 net overstatceient oi

repurttd vv”t“ljauraﬂ ol $255.25, oA Committee official sta
that the incorreco reporting was the result of booklteeping civ

DY

Recoumenaation

The Comndittee Tiled an amended report disclosing the
expenditures ond correcting the ervoncouslyv
January 30, 1970, thereivore, the Audlt stail recommends no

furtier action on this matter.

oY Lcd Lici on
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