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RCPORT OF THC AUDIT DIVISIOHN
ON
THE SOPER FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEEL

I. Paclaround
AL Overview

This report is based upon an audit of the Soper for
Conqress Committee ("the Committee") undertaken by the Audit
Division of the Federal Election Commission in accordance with
the Comridssion's audit policy to determine whether there has
been compliance with the provisions of the Federal Ciection
Campaign Act of. 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The audit was
conductod pursuant to Section 438(a)(8) of Title 2 of the
United States Code which directs the Commission to make irom
tire (o time audits and field investications with respect to
reports and statements filed under the provisions of the Act.

The Committee reqistered with the Federal Election
Commission an February 2, 1976, as the principal campaign
committee ovf Joanne D. Soper, candidate for eiection to ilhe
U.S. House of Representatives from the 6th District of lowa.
The Committee maintained its headquarters in Sioux City, Iowa.

iy The audit covered the period January 1, 1976, throuah
July 29, 1977. During the period January 1, 1976 throuah Aprii
30, 1977, the closina date of the latest report filed prior o

the audit, the Committee reported beginning cash of $-0-, receints
of $60,069.60, expenditures o7 $60,6069.60, and ending casih o7 5-10-.

This audit report is based on docurents and working
papers supporting cach of the factual statements. They form
part of the record upon which the Commission based its decisions
on the matters in this report and were available to Commissioners
and appropriate staff for review.
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The principal officors of the Committee during the
period covered by the audit worse ey baeet Soper, Jr,, Chairian
from February 2, 1070 throwen Dav 10, 1976 Mre, Darrel Rensint,
Chairman trom flay 13, 1976 (hrough Lhe audit period; and HMs,
Sandra Sabel, Treasurer.

C. Scope

The audit included such Lests as verification of
reported receipts and expenditures and individual transactions;
review of required supporting documentationy analysis of Com-
mittee debts and obligations; and, such other audit procedures
as deemed necessary under the circumstances.

IT. Auditor's Statement and Description of Findings

It is the opinion of the Audit staff, based upon examina-
tion of the reports and statements filed and the records pre-
sented that, except for the deficiencies noted below, the
reports and statements of the Soper for Conqgress Committeeo
fairly present the financial activities of the Committee for
the period covered by the audit. Further, excedt as noted
below, no material problems in comnlying with the Federal
Election Campaign Act were discovered during the course of
the audit.

A. Retention of Supporting Documentation
for Eapenditures

Section 432(d) of Title 2 of the United States Code
requires a committee treasurer to retain a receipted bill for
every expenditure made by or on behalf of the committee in
excess of $100, or for a lesser amount if all expenditures
to the same person exceed $1C0 during a caiendar year.

An initial dinternal sample of Committee expendituras
was made to determine the adequacy of supporting documentation.
The results of this test showed that nine (9) of the 10 expondi
tures that lacked adequate documentation occurred around the
period of the acneral election. Conscquantly, a second test
was conductaed of 100% of itemized expenditures from September !
1976 through January 31, 1977. This review reovealed that of 174
expenditures (56.4% of the total itemized expenditures) aaqraoganiae
in cxcess of 5100 during this period, 3% (34.27 of the sampie i' . o
reflected only a cancellad check. These expenditures, rangin: i-
amounts from $10 to $2,823.9C0, totaled $711,329.21 (3¢.7% of taa

total amount itemized in the sample). Of the 39 expenditures
“lacking documentation, 11 waere 7or advertising, nine (9) for post.iy,
11 for empicyee oxvense reitdursesent {(of which eicht {(8) wore 00

or less), and cight (R) were for misceliancous purboses (inciusi o

four (4) oi an in-kind nature).
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This matter was broucht to the attention of the
Committee reprosentatives, and they were advised of the require-
ments of Section 432¢d) of fthe Act and Section 102.9(c) of the
Commisasinn's Requlations. The Committee resvponded that unsupnort.
expenditures occurred nrimarily because of the increased activity
around the general election,

Ve recommended that the Committee furnish the Commiassion
documentation supnorting the above expenditures or evidence of
their reasonable efforts to obtain same. On February Gth and 1}
1978, the Commission received the required documentation from the
Committee.

ENT

Recommendation

Since the Committee has submitted the requested documentation,
no additional action is recommended.

B. Expenditures Made After Termination

e

™ Section 102.4 of Title 11, Code of Fedueral Requlations
provides, in part, that a candidate's principal campaign committ o

o may terminate its reporting obligations only if debts owed by tne

- committee have been retired.

<

The Committee filed its termination report with the
Coumission on June 27, 1977, covering the period March 31 to
April 30, 1977. At that time the Committee reported no out-
stending debts and obligaticens. However, our audit disclosad
the payment of additional payroll tax obliiaations in July, 1977,
totaling $357.95, The Candidate contributed the necessary funudy
to the Committee to retire these unecxpected obligations.

N 7 n

We recommended to the Committee that they file an
amended tormination report incorporating the payroll tax paymentis
and the contribution from the Candidate. On Decaember 12, 1877,

the Commission received the Committee's amended termination report,
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Roecommondation

Since the Committee has filed the reauested report, no
additional action is recommended.

* S €T VR B S ronee Yt 8 v e

v « SUTR BT ogE LOTIVONF FINTE WA WY S OGYE o - Ty e X T T



!q7n'6'1‘23-"

C. Hemization of Contvibutions and Tranifers

Section 434(h)(2) o Title 2 of the United States
Code requires o comnitteor to disclose in its reports the full
name, mailing address, occupation and the principal place of
business of cach person wno has made one or more contributions
within the calendar yedr in an aggraegate amount in excess of
$100, together with the amount and date of such contributions.
Section 434(b)(4) of Title 2 of the United States Code roquires
a committee to disclose the name and address of each political
commiittee from whom they received a transfer of funds.

Our cxamination of the Commititee records revealed five
(5) contributions totaling 3355 and threc (3) transfers-in
totaiing 5225 which the Coumittee did not itemize as required in
its reports to the Commission. These eiaht (2) items represent
13.3% of the total dtems requiring itemization. Thewe contribu-
ti»na and transfers, ranging in amounts from 450 to $10L, totaled
$580 (1.3% of the total awount reguiring itemization).

We recommended to the Committee that they file
comprehensive amendment fer 1976 to include the required infor-
mation. On December 12, 1977, the Commission received t
Committee's amended report.

Reconrmendation

Since the Commitive has amended their reports to disclose
this information, no additional action is recommended.

P S N® " epete mae— ¢



L S B 4 Oilli’ 4 1 2 4 "0

~ p il y -
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Jo Anne Soper / Soper for Congress Committice

Stasa: Iowa
Districe: 6

Western Iowa, Sioux City’

Political Party Affiliaticn: Republican
p

Major Craonent(s): Berkley Bedell (D)

Otner Candidatas Aucitad: Bedell

Yotas Casst:  Ceneral Zhac¢ticn - Bedell 133,507 Soper 62,262
Primary Ziecticn - None

otal Receipts for Perice: .
i $60,669.60
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