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2004- 2005 2005- 2006 

1999-2001 2008 

School Outreach Timeline 
Essay School  School Lunch and TV 

st1  
Express Nurse Application Ad Pilot training with 

contest incentives 

   2003 - 2004  Child health                 
insurance 
mandate 
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2009-2011 
 100% Insured for Sure Grant!  
Express Lane Free and Reduced Lunch Project 

9 school districts (64,000 students).  
Approximately 6,400 uninsured students 
identified. 25,000 with unknown status. 

5,000  coded Application packets mailed. 
Sandwiched between “Heads Up” and a 
“Reminder” Post Card mailing 
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2011 School District Responsibilities 

1. Ask health insurance status of each student.  Maintain 
electronic student database with the School Lunch 
participation indicated.

2. Provide an accurate mail/outreach file of uninsured 
students with a Free or Reduced lunch indicator whose 
parents authorize information sharing.  And, unknown 
insurance status by October 30th each year.

3. Allow families the opportunity of opting out of having their 
School Lunch program participation shared.
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Lessons Learned 
Program awareness vs Program enrollment 
Need a SPA to do Express Lane Eligibility.   Screen and 
Enroll. 
Need an MOA -  Education and Agriculture 

Requirement of parental authorization to share child’s health 
insurance status. (HIPAA).  
Parents must be given the opportunity of opting out of having 
their SLP info shared. 
Need comprehensive electronic student mail file which contains 
the health insurance status and lunch indicator.  

Ask the right question.  
Alleviate fears of undocumented families. 
“Hand hold” the process.  
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Lessons Learned con’t 

Unknown health insurance status-  data match. 
Parents fail to return emergency cards  
Incomplete emergency cards.  
Lack of interoperability of student enrollment and   

Free and Reduced Price Lunch information. Actual 
Income?  
School Lunch Database capture: Income? FPL? 
Categorically eligible?  category 
CBO can not have access to list of uninsured school 
students (FERPA) 
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Thank You! 

Heidi J. Smith, RN, MSN 
Director NJ FamilyCare Outreach 

Department of Human Services 
Div. of Medical Assistance and Health Services 

heidi.smith@dhs.state.nj.us 
(609) 588-3526 
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