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The House met at 9 a.m. and was THE JOURNAL accomplishments as this country

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
August 2, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——
PRAYER

Imam Nayyar Imam, Suffolk County
Police Department, Yaphank, New
York, offered the following prayer:

We beseech God Almighty, calling
upon Him by the most noble of His
characteristics. We bear witness in tes-
timony that He is the sovereign, the
omnipotent, the exalted, the all know-
ing.

God Almighty, we ask that You be-
stow upon all of our elected officials
guidance and patience required to
carry out the solemn task of legisla-
tion before them. Grant them commit-
ment to serve before being served, a
sense of fraternity before partisanship,
and dedication to the interests of our
country before the interests of even
their own selves.

The final prophet of God, Muham-
mad, peace be upon him, stated:

The leaders of a people are a representa-
tion of their deeds.

We ask God Almighty that He make
our elected officials true representa-
tives of honesty, equality, and the val-
ues that represent the uniqueness of
our Nation.

We ask You, Almighty God, that You
look to us with glance of mercy, re-
gardless of gender, ethnicity, religion,
or political party. Amen.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WITT-
MAN) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WITTMAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——————

PROCRASTINATION IN
WASHINGTON

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, after
today, Congress completes its business
until September without finishing crit-
ical items, leaving many sectors across
this country uncertain about their fis-
cal future. Looming defense cuts, or se-
questration, still hang over the Con-
gress as unfinished business.

I'm extremely disappointed that Con-
gress is leaving town without address-
ing such pressing issues and with so lit-
tle time scheduled in the rest of this
legislative year. Many Americans in
America’s First District are frustrated
with Washington’s lack of action and

struggles to rebound from these tough
economic times. Virginians, and all
Americans, have the right to be upset
with such irresponsible procrasti-
nation.

Sequestration threatens our coun-
try’s national security and sends the
wrong message to the American people
and to the world about our commit-
ment to defend this great Nation in the
future. Congress should stay in Wash-
ington to finish the business of the peo-
ple. I am prepared to stay in Wash-
ington as long as it takes. These issues
are too important to wait.

———————

THE INNOVATION PROMOTION ACT

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. To strengthen our
economic competitiveness in a global
economy, we must create the right en-
vironment for private sector growth in
cutting-edge industries. As we work to
reform our corporate Tax Code, it’s
critical that we consider policies that
reflect our 21st century economy, an
innovation economy, and promote new
domestic manufacturing based on the

best ideas developed right here in
America.
Today, I will introduce a plan to

incentivize manufacturing, innovation,
and research and development right
here in the United States. The Innova-
tion Promotion Act keeps American
businesses competitive by reducing
their tax rate on patented products by
more than half to 10 percent.

This lower tax rate is a major incen-
tive to keep production here in the
United States and will better ensure
American companies that choose to
stay in the U.S. can compete with for-
eign competitors, expand to new mar-
kets, and hire new workers.
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I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting American entrepreneurship,
American innovation, and American
jobs. Sign on to the Innovation Pro-
motion Act to build America’s eco-
nomic leadership in the world and pro-
mote job creation right here at home.

———

WE HAVE A JOB TO DO

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, tradi-
tionally, Members of Congress return
to their districts during the month of
August to avoid the hottest, muggiest
month of the Washington year, but
given our current circumstances and
the invention of air conditioning, I
think we should break that tradition.

Senate Democrats have passed the
President’s plan to raise taxes. A fam-
ily of four earning $50,000 a year will
see their taxes increase by more than
$2,000 per year. House Republicans have
passed the only plan in Washington to
stop the tax hike in its entirety.

A new report finds the tax hike will
cost more than 700,000 American jobs. I
stand by the House leadership who
stated this week that if the Senate
takes action to address these threats,
the House will be in Washington in Au-
gust for the purpose of sending solu-
tions to the President’s desk.

We have a job to do, and 23 million
unemployed Americans are waiting.

———

GUN SAFETY

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to the need for
stronger gun safety laws in our coun-
try. This Congress has not only failed
to address the issue of gun violence in
the United States, it has actually
weakened gun safety laws.

I am proud that my home State of
Massachusetts is a leader in gun vio-
lence prevention and has the lowest
firearm fatality rate per 100,000 popu-
lation of any urban industrialized
State.

I am proud of the work being done by
antigun violence advocates across the
Commonwealth, including Boston’s
mayor, Tom Menino, and John Rosen-
thal, founder of the organization, Stop
Handgun Violence. Today, Stop Hand-
gun Violence is hosting a rally in Bos-
ton calling on Congress to pass strong-
er gun safety legislation. I applaud
their work and the efforts of other or-
ganizations like the Brady Campaign
as they continue to educate and advo-
cate for sensible legislation.

What more will it take for this Con-
gress to bring commonsense gun con-
trol measures to the floor? How many
more tragedies? Silence is no longer
acceptable.
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TAXES

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I'm a
CPA by trade. I've spent many years in
my former life wading through volumes
of Tax Code trying to ensure my cli-
ents followed every last letter of the
law while also trying to ensure they
don’t get stuck paying more taxes than
they owe. But the American people and
the people of south Mississippi don’t
need a CPA to tell them that we need
a simpler, fairer, and flatter Tax Code.

Last week, the U.S. Senate sent a
strong message when it voted to raise
taxes on small businesses and families.
In south Mississippi alone, the pro-
posed tax hikes would increase taxes
by an average of $2,200 per family.
That’s a total of more than $723 million
more that south Mississippians would
have to pay.

In addition to that extra tax burden,
a recent study from Ernst & Young
shows that we could lose as many as
710,000 jobs, and wages could decrease
by almost 2 percent.

Now, I'm no rocket scientist, but I'm
pretty sure that the American people
and the people of south Mississippi
don’t need a rocket scientist to tell
them that these tax hikes are the last
thing we need right now. That’s why
the House stepped forward yesterday
and passed legislation to stop the tax
hike, and that’s why we’re committed
to continue working on tax reform to
make our Tax Code simpler, fairer, and
flatter for all Americans.

———

THANKING ERNIE ALLEN FOR A
JOB WELL DONE

(Mr. BARROW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay my respects to a tireless crusader
in the quest to protect America’s chil-
dren from violence and exploitation.

Ernie Allen recently retired as the
president and chief executive officer of
the National Center for Missing & Ex-
ploited Children, where his mission was
to protect our Nation’s children.

Under Ernie’s leadership, the Na-
tional Center for Missing & Exploited
Children played a crucial role in recov-
ering some 74,000 children. With Ernie
at the helm, they saw their recovery
rate for missing children climb from 62
percent in 1990 to 94 percent today.

While there’s no official record book
of what Ernie has accomplished over
the years, his record lives on in the
lives he has saved and the families he
has reunited.

I know I speak for my colleagues in
the Congressional Missing, Exploited
and Runaway Children’s Caucus and for
thousands of grateful families all
across the Nation in thanking Ernie
Allen for a job well done.
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LET’S INVEST IN THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, our eco-
nomic problems are eminently solv-
able. They just require confidence in
the American people. But the Amer-
ican people have lost confidence in
Congress, and it’s easy to see why.

Exhibit A: the inability to reach a
deal on a grand bargain on debt reduc-
tion. Last year, the Speaker and the
President negotiated a plan to reduce
the debt by $4 trillion through a mix of
spending cuts and revenue increases,
revenues that would come, not from
raising taxes, but closing special deals,
institutionalized corruption.

That plan represented a balanced and
bipartisan approach. The economy
today would be performing much better
had that deal been enacted. But the
Tea Party-controlled Republican House
rejected the deal.

Exhibit B: the refusal to act boldly to
create jobs and rebuild the infrastruc-
ture of America. We just spent $89 bil-
lion rebuilding the roads of Afghani-
stan. Last week we passed a bill to
spend just $562 billion a year in rebuild-
ing roads and bridges right here in
America. That’s a weak plan. In fact,
it’s pathetically weak. That is why the
American people have lost confidence
in Congress.

The best tax policy is to invest in
America and the American people and
to bring lost taxpayers back to work.

———

OBAMA CARES AND YOU SHOULD,
TOO

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
Obama cares, and you should, too.

ObamaCare provides access to much-
needed contraceptives for women.

First of all, it’s my body, not yours.
I alone bear the burden, pain, and joy
that it brings. Please stop trying to
regulate my reproductive organs. They
belong to me.

Have you ever had a menstrual pe-
riod? Have you ever felt unbearable
pain in every bone of your body during
childbirth?

Will you be there for a mother when
she needs prenatal care, formula, dia-
pers? Will you support the Head Start
program? Will you focus on creating
good public schools again? Will you re-
form foster care and stop greasing the
prison pipeline with unwanted chil-
dren?

There are grandmothers living in
trailer parks and public housing, sin-
glehandedly raising millions of grand-
children. Where are you when Grand-
mother is trying to feed Jerome,
Shaquita, Pedro, Heather, and John?

The only time I see you is on the
floor of the House trying to take away
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Grandma’s Social Security and attack-
ing her Medicare and food stamps.

Grandma doesn’t have a car so she
has no ID so she can’t vote.

For some reason, you care about a
baby right up until the minute it is
born into the world, and then you dis-
appear and desert the children you
claim to protect and love. Shame on
you.

Stop the cradle-to-grave neglect and
abuse. Let’s create jobs, jobs, jobs for
the American people. Obama cares, and
so should you.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to heed the gavel.

———

IN THE MATTER OF REPRESENTA-
TIVE LAURA RICHARDSON OF
CALIFORNIA

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Ethics, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

IN THE MATTER OF REPRESENTATIVE LAURA

RICHARDSON OF CALIFORNIA
H. RES. 755
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AUGUST 2, 2012

Resolved, That the House adopt the Report
of the Committee on Ethics dated August 1,
2012, In the Matter of Representative Laura
Richardson.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Alabama is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
equal amount of time in this debate to
a lady with whom I am honored to
serve, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. SANCHEZ), the ranking
member of the Committee on Ethics,
for purposes of debate only, and I ask
unanimous consent that she be per-
mitted to control that time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As chairman of the Committee on
Ethics, I rise in support of a resolution
before us today which calls for a rep-
rimand for Representative LAURA RICH-
ARDSON of California.

Article I of the Constitution gives
Congress the responsibility for pun-
ishing Members of our body for dis-
orderly behavior. And in the House, it
is the Committee on Ethics, the only
evenly divided committee, made up of
five Democrats and five Republicans,
and served by a completely mnon-
partisan, professional staff, that has
been entrusted with the responsibility
to enforce the rules of the House and
recommend actions such as that before
us today, when a Member or staff acts
in a manner that violates the spirit of
public trust.

The obligation, therefore, falls to
this committee to review those allega-
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tions that a Member has violated eth-
ical standards that the American peo-
ple expect and deserve from those of us
who are privileged enough to work for
them, men and women who wear the
title of Representative of this great
Nation.

This unfortunate story begins in Oc-
tober of 2010 when the committee, dur-
ing the 111th Congress, first began to
receive complaints from several mem-
bers of Representative RICHARDSON’S
staff, both in the Washington, D.C., and
Long Beach, California, offices, that
Representative RICHARDSON required
her staff to perform campaign work.

The committee began an initial in-
quiry based on these complaints, as
well as from media reports consistent
with those complaints.

On November 3, 2011, the committee,
now in the 112th Congress, empanelled
an investigative subcommittee and ap-
pointed Representative CHARLES DENT
of Pennsylvania and Representative
JOHN YARMUTH of Kentucky to lead
this bipartisan subcommittee in re-
viewing the allegations against Rep-
resentative RICHARDSON. Joining Mr.
DENT and Mr. YARMUTH were two Mem-
bers pulled from a pool of Members who
assist the committee when needed. In
this case, they are Representative ROB
BisHOP of Utah and Representative BEN
RAY LUJAN of New Mexico.

These four Members, two Democrats
and two Republicans, served on the in-
vestigative subcommittee and, over the
past 9 months, led an extensive inves-
tigation, supported by the committee’s
dedicated, mnonpartisan, professional
staff, delving deep into this matter.

In a minute, Mr. DENT, who served as
chairman of the investigative sub-
committee, will detail the volume of
work that the investigative team un-
dertook during this period.

Ultimately, the subcommittee unani-
mously agreed to a Statement of Al-
leged Violation against Representative
RICHARDSON.

Mr. Speaker, while the full com-
mittee report, the investigative sub-
committee report, Representative
RICHARDSON’S responsive views, and all
exhibits were filed by the ranking
member and me yesterday morning,
and have been available to the House
and to the American people since that
time, here now, in summary, are the
seven counts of violation:

First, Representative RICHARDSON
violated the Purpose Law, title 31, sec-
tion 1301, United States Code, by using
official resources of the House for cam-
paign, political, personal, and other
nonofficial purposes.

Second, Representative RICHARDSON
violated House rule XXIII by retaining
a full-time employee in her district of-
fice who did not perform duties com-
mensurate with their compensation.

Third, Representative RICHARDSON
violated House rule XXIII by behaving
in a manner that did not reflect
credibly upon this House when she un-
lawfully used House resources for non-
official purposes.

H5635

Fourth, Representative RICHARDSON
violated House rule XXIII by behaving
in a manner that did not reflect
credibly upon the House when she im-
properly compelled members of her of-
ficial staff to do campaign work by
threatening, attempting to intimidate,
directing or otherwise pressuring them
to do such work.

Fifth, Representative RICHARDSON
violated House rule XXIII by behaving
in a manner that did not reflect
credibly upon the House when she ob-
structed and attempted to obstruct the
investigation of this committee into
these allegations.

Sixth, Representative RICHARDSON
violated clause 2 of the Code of Ethics
for Government Service by failing to
uphold the laws and legal regulations
discussed above and being a party to
their evasion.
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Seventh, Representative RICHARDSON
violated House rule XXIII by failing to
abide by the letter and spirit of House
and committee rules.

The record should note that anytime
a Member is confronted with a State-
ment of Alleged Violation, he or she
has the option of challenging those al-
legations with a public hearing of an
adjudicatory subcommittee or, in the
case of Representative RICHARDSON, ne-
gotiating a resolution with the inves-
tigative subcommittee.

In this instance, Representative
RICHARDSON negotiated a resolution in
which she admitted to all seven counts
in the Statement of Alleged Violation
and has waived her rights to any addi-
tional process in this matter, including
waiving her right to an adjudicatory
hearing. Representative RICHARDSON
has also agreed to accept a reprimand
by the House as well as a $10,000 fine to
be paid out of personal funds to the
U.S. Treasury no later than December
1, 2012.

In the history of our country, five
Members have been expelled from Con-
gress; 23 Members have been censured;
and eight Members have been rep-
rimanded. Representative RICHARDSON
negotiated—and we recommend—the
sanction of reprimand.

The investigative subcommittee
unanimously adopted a report recom-
mending a resolution including these
terms to the full committee, and on
July 31, 2012, the full committee adopt-
ed the recommendations of the sub-
committee.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I am
pleased to reserve the balance of my
time so the distinguished ranking
member of the Ethics Committee, the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LINDA T. SANCHEZ), may make any
comments she may have.

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I want to thank the chairman for his
work in this matter. He has addressed
in his opening comments some impor-
tant aspects of this particular matter.



H5636

Representatives CHARLES DENT and
JOHN YARMUTH, who led the investiga-
tive subcommittee, will speak in great-
er detail about the facts of this matter
and how and why the committee
reached the recommendation for sanc-
tion that comes before the House
today.

I would like to briefly remind our
colleagues why we are discussing this
matter on the floor today and the im-
portance of the ethics process to the
integrity of the House.

As noted before, the Ethics Com-
mittee is unique in that its member-
ship is evenly divided between Demo-
crats and Republicans. In that bipar-
tisan spirit, I would like to cite the ob-
servations of two former chairmen of
this committee about the role of the
Ethics Committee and the role that it
has in overseeing the House.

A former Republican chairman of the
committee once said that the ethics
process is not a ‘‘trial.”’ Instead, it is a
‘“‘peer review process.” In that same
vein, a former Democratic chair of the
committee said, ‘‘The purpose of the
ethics process is not punishment but
accountability and credibility: ac-
countability for the respondent and
credibility for the House, itself.”

The committee followed these impor-
tant principles in assessing the conduct
of our colleague, Representative LAURA
RICHARDSON. The recommendation for
sanction we present today will ensure
that Representative RICHARDSON is
held accountable for her conduct. It
will also reaffirm the credibility of the
House by demonstrating our commit-
ment to upholding and enforcing the
ethics standards that apply to all of us
equally. How the committee conducted
the investigation in this matter rein-
forces the goals of accountability and
credibility.

This matter was begun by the com-
mittee at its own initiative in the last
Congress. The members of the sub-
committee did not prejudge the out-
come of this matter nor did the mem-
bers of the full committee.

Out of fairness to all House Members
and staff, it is important to point out
that the mere fact that an individual is
the subject of an investigation doesn’t
mean that a violation has actually oc-
curred. The existence of an investiga-
tion doesn’t reflect a judgment by the
committee on the allegations. This is
true whether the investigation has
been publicly acknowledged by the
committee or whether it remains con-
fidential.

The committee conducted a thorough
and fair investigation. Representative
RICHARDSON was represented by counsel
throughout the committee’s investiga-
tion. She was provided with copies of
materials gathered by the sub-
committee. Representative RICHARD-
SON also chose to waive certain proce-
dural rights and steps in the investiga-
tive process that were available to her.
The subcommittee listened to her
views and interpretations of the facts
of the investigation as well as appro-
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priate sanctions. The full committee
also took into account her views.

Ultimately, a dozen Members of the
House of both parties weighed the alle-
gations regarding Representative RICH-
ARDSON, and based on the facts, con-
cluded that her conduct did not meet
the ethical standards that apply to all
of us in a number of respects. That con-
clusion was bipartisan and it was unan-
imous. The misconduct in this matter
was serious, and in accordance with
House precedent it merits the serious
sanction of reprimand. Representative
RICHARDSON has agreed to accept the
sanction of reprimand for her conduct.

Usually, it is the committee’s work
in investigative matters like this one
that receives public attention, but the
committee’s nonpartisan staff provides
advice and education to Members and
staff every day. The report issued by
the committee in this matter serves
both purposes.

If you have not already taken the op-
portunity to do so, I urge my col-
leagues and House staff to carefully
read the committee’s report.

As the report says, the boundaries
between our official, political, and per-
sonal roles are sometimes clear, and
sometimes they are complicated. This
matter illustrates the consequences of
failing to heed those boundaries.

Finally, I wish to acknowledge and
thank my colleagues Representatives
CHARLIE DENT, JOHN YARMUTH, ROB
BISHOP, and BEN RAY LUJAN for their
hard work on the investigative sub-
committee.

In addition, I want to thank all of
our committee staff. Although we are a
bipartisan committee, we have a pro-
fessional nonpartisan staff. All of the
members of the committee appreciate
their continuing hard work and service
to the House.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I am now
pleased to yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. DENT), who ably served
as chairman of the investigative sub-
committee, for any comments he may
have.

Mr. DENT. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Alabama and the gentle-
lady from California for their leader-
ship of the committee.

As a member of the Committee on
Ethics and as the chairman of the in-
vestigative subcommittee, or ISC, in
this matter, I do rise in support of the
resolution, which calls for the adoption
of this committee’s report and will
serve as a reprimand of Representative
LAURA RICHARDSON for her conduct and
will impose upon her a $10,000 fine.

I do not relish speaking under these
circumstances. This is, indeed, a sol-
emn moment—when the House must
consider punishing one of its own Mem-
bers.

As the chairman stated, over the last
9 months, as members of the investiga-
tive subcommittee, my colleagues Mr.
YARMUTH from Kentucky, Mr. BISHOP
of Utah, Mr. LUJAN of New Mexico, and
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I conducted an extensive investigation
into the allegations regarding Rep-
resentative LAURA RICHARDSON. The
subcommittee met on over 20 occa-
sions. In total, the ISC and staff con-
ducted 12 interviews during this phase
of the inquiry and reviewed the tran-
scripts of the 17 interviews conducted
during the committee’s earlier phase of
its inquiry. The subcommittee also re-
viewed thousands of pages of docu-
ments.

I appreciate the hard work of each of
the subcommittee members, especially
of the ranking member, Mr. YARMUTH
of Kentucky. He is a pleasure to work
with. I would also like to thank the
nonpartisan professional staff of the
Ethics Committee who conducted the
investigation with dignity and profes-
sionalism at all times—Deborah Mayer,
Cliff Stoddard, Sheria Clarke, Chris
Tate, and Brittany Bohren.

At the conclusion of a thorough in-
vestigation, the subcommittee unani-
mously concluded that there was sub-
stantial reason to believe that Rep-
resentative RICHARDSON had violated
the Code of Official Conduct and other
laws, rules, or standards of conduct.
The chairman outlined the seven
counts in the Statement of Alleged
Violation, which was unanimously
adopted by the investigative sub-
committee.

Here is a summary of the findings of
the report and why the committee rec-
ommends that Representative RICH-
ARDSON be reprimanded by the House
for her conduct.

As discussed fully in the investiga-
tive subcommittee report, fundamen-
tally, Representative RICHARDSON
failed to acknowledge the boundaries
between the official and political
realms. On page 59 of the ISC report, it
reads in part:

This case is about boundaries. The House
entrusts Members with a great deal of discre-
tion over a large amount of taxpayer re-
sources . . . This constructive trust requires
Members to delineate between the official,
the political, and the personal in ways that
are at times quite tidy and at others tangled

. Representative Richardson did not ac-
knowledge these boundaries. She acted to
consume the resources endowed to her as a
Member for whatever purpose suited her
whims at the moment, be they official acts,
her reelection, or her personal needs . . . The
ISC discovered significant evidence sug-
gesting that her wrongdoing continued even
after learning that the committee was inves-
tigating her.
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If the committee fails to exact a steep
price for such conduct, the message is one of
a set of rules with a toothless enforcement
mechanism.

Representative RICHARDSON’S mis-
conduct included that, first, she im-
properly compelled or coerced members
of her staff to do campaign work. Rep-
resentative RICHARDSON required the
staff of her district office in Long
Beach, California, to perform campaign
work each weeknight from approxi-
mately 6:30 p.m. through 9 p.m. during
at least the 2 months prior to the 2010
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primary and general elections. This
practice alone accounted for hundreds
of hours of conscripted campaign work
by public servants who did not wish to
perform it and may not be forced to do
s0. She also required her district staff
to perform additional campaign work
on the weekends. Representative RICH-
ARDSON applied the same philosophy to
her Capitol Hill staff. This dem-
onstrates a blatant disregard for the
boundaries between official events and
campaign events.

Second, Representative RICHARDSON
used official resources of the House for
campaign and nonofficial purposes.
While the report has a detailed expo-
sition of many of the resources used by
Representative RICHARDSON, some of
the more significant improper uses of
resources included the use of staff time
during the official work day to conduct
campaign activities, repeated use of
the House email system to conduct
campaign business, use of the MRA to
lease a car, which she parked at her
house and used as her only mode of
transportation in the district, regard-
less as to whether her destination was
official, campaign, or personal in na-
ture.

Third, Representative RICHARDSON
paid her deputy district director as a
full-time House employee, but for
months before the 2010 elections she di-
rected this employee to conduct cam-
paign work for a significant portion of
each day. Additionally, in 2011, nearly
a year after Representative RICHARD-
SON received notice of the committee’s
investigation into misuse of House re-
sources, Representative RICHARDSON
hired a new district director, who, with
Representative RICHARDSON’s knowl-
edge and approval, spent much of his
time performing campaign work.

Taken together, a theme emerges.
Representative RICHARDSON used her
staff as she saw fit. The evidence does
not demonstrate isolated incidents of
compelled campaign work. If that
were, in fact, the case, we would not
likely be here today. It demonstrates a
constant effort by Representative
RICHARDSON to direct and pressure her
official employees to perform as much
campaign work as possible, regardless
of whether or not they wanted to vol-
unteer.

The environment Representative
RICHARDSON cultivated in her office
was so poor that one of her employees,
a detailee from the Wounded Warrior’s
program, wrote in her letter of resigna-
tion:

As a service-connected disabled veteran, it
is sad to say that I would rather be at war in
Afghanistan than work under people that are
morally corrupt.

Just as concerning as the substantive
violations, if not more so, was the sig-
nificant evidence that Representative
RICHARDSON obstructed and attempted
to obstruct the investigation. To fulfill
our constitutional duty, the House
must take action against any Member
who improperly attempts to frustrate a
committee investigation. The inves-
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tigative subcommittee concluded that
Representative RICHARDSON obstructed
and attempted to obstruct the inves-
tigation into these allegations. Specifi-
cally, Representative RICHARDSON di-
rected her staff to testify that their
campaign work had been voluntary,
even in cases where staff had not vol-
unteered. She also attempted to ob-
struct the committee’s investigation
by altering or destroying evidence.

Finally, Representative RICHARDSON
obstructed the investigation by failing
to provide materials responsive to a
subpoena issued by the investigative
subcommittee. The investigative sub-
committee served Representative RICH-
ARDSON with that subpoena only after
months had passed with Representative
RICHARDSON ignoring numerous re-
quests from the ISC that she provide
responsive documents. Even then, the
investigative subcommittee discovered
documents that Representative RICH-
ARDSON had in her possession, custody,
or control and, nevertheless, failed to
produce.

Based on these conclusions, the in-
vestigative subcommittee found that
Representative RICHARDSON committed
seven different violations of the Code
of Official Conduct or other laws, rules,
or standards of conduct.

Throughout this process, Representa-
tive RICHARDSON has been afforded
every opportunity to defend herself. Ul-
timately, she initiated a negotiated
resolution and admitted to the seven
counts in the Statement of Alleged
Violation. She received a copy of the
investigative subcommittee report 5
days prior to its adoption and was
given an opportunity to provide her
views to be considered by the com-
mittee.

Through her misconduct, Representa-
tive LAURA RICHARDSON has violated
the public trust. While no Member
wants to sit in judgment of a colleague,
it is our duty to protect the integrity
of the House. Accordingly, on behalf of
the committee, Mr. Speaker, I rec-
ommend that the House adopt the com-
mittee’s unanimous report and that
the report serve as a reprimand of Rep-
resentative LAURA RICHARDSON for her
misconduct. .

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, at this time, I
yield as much time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
YARMUTH), a member of the Ethics
Committee.

Mr. YARMUTH. I thank the gentle-
woman from California for yielding.

As a member of the Committee on
Ethics and as the ranking member of
the investigative subcommittee in this
matter, I rise in support of the resolu-
tion that calls for the adoption of this
committee’s report and will serve as a
reprimand of Representative RICHARD-
SON for her conduct and will impose
upon her a $10,000 fine.

After the investigative subcommittee
unanimously concluded that there was
substantial reason to believe that Rep-
resentative RICHARDSON had committed
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these violations, Representative RICH-
ARDSON initiated formal discussions re-
garding a negotiated resolution of her
matter, which would avoid an adjudica-
tory hearing.

The investigative subcommittee en-
gaged Representative RICHARDSON in
good faith during these discussions, de-
laying its vote on a Statement of Al-
leged Violation by more than a week to
continue negotiating. On July 18, 2012,
Representative RICHARDSON agreed to
the terms of a negotiated resolution
with the investigative subcommittee.
As a part of that resolution, Represent-
ative RICHARDSON has admitted to the
seven counts in the Statement of Al-
leged Violation. There is no longer a
factual dispute regarding whether
these violations have been proven.

On July 26, 2012, the investigative
subcommittee unanimously adopted its
report and transmitted it to the full
committee. Representative RICHARD-
SON was provided a copy of the report.
Pursuant to the terms of the nego-
tiated resolution, she was given 5 days
to submit her views. On July 25, 2012,
Representative RICHARDSON submitted
her views on the report in writing.
Those views were transmitted, along
with the investigative subcommittee
report, and considered by the full com-
mittee. As noted in the committee’s re-
port, the members were not persuaded
by Representative RICHARDSON’s sub-
mission.

Some of the terms in the negotiated
resolution require action only by the
Ethics Committee or Representative
RICHARDSON, but there are terms that
have been brought before the House
today, Mr. Speaker, and that is the
need for the House to impose the pun-
ishment that all parties agree is an ac-
ceptable sanction for Representative
RICHARDSON’s misconduct: a reprimand
by the House of Representatives and
the imposition of a $10,000 fine.

It is important for all Members to
understand that it is our responsibility
to ensure that if our staffs wish to
work on our campaigns, they must do
it on their own time, outside of their
office, and without the use of any offi-
cial resources. A staffer is free to vol-
unteer, but a Member cannot compel
them to do so.

Mr. Speaker, it became clear during
the investigation that Representative
RICHARDSON did not believe that she
was compelling her official staff to
work on her campaign. It was equally
clear, after hearing from members of
her staff, that they believed they were
being compelled to do so.

There are examples of Representative
RICHARDSON providing explicit direc-
tions to her staff to work on her cam-
paign. There are more numerous exam-
ples when Representative RICHARDSON’S
actions would lead any reasonable
staffer to believe that they were re-
quired to do campaign work or face ret-
ribution.

The way Members treat and manage
their staffs is often as important and
significant an influence on employee
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understanding and actions as any
words a Member may use. Ultimately,
it is also the Member’s responsibility
to know and manage what is being
asked of their staff and what isn’t. As
this case shows, when these rules are
broken, Members are not only respon-
sible, they will be held accountable.
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Mr. Speaker, I, once again, support
the approval of the Ethics Committee
report and the sanctions imposed on
Ms. RICHARDSON. .

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, at this time, I
would like to yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Missouri, the chair-
man of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, the
committee has examined the case and
reached a conclusion. The subject of
the investigation has agreed to accept
responsibility and, in fact, has affixed
her name to the findings as a confirma-
tion of such.

As a supporter and colleague of the
subject of the investigation, I know
that she regrets the violations and
hopes that the reprimand by the House
will allow both her and the House to
move on to address the great issues
facing the Nation. .

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close unless there are any fur-
ther requests for time.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Yes, Mr. Speaker,
I am requesting time to speak.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I am
happy, on the part of the committee, to
yield 5 minutes to Representative
RICHARDSON.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the Chairman for yielding time,
and it’s my understanding I will be pro-
vided additional time, if needed.

I had no desire or intent to prolong
the debate on this report. But given
what has now been stated during this
debate, which is contrary to what I un-
derstood to be agreed to, I want to
make sure that my colleagues are
aware of several issues critical to un-
derstanding the full context of this res-
olution.

First, I want to assure my colleagues
that contrary to the inflammatory sug-
gestions in the full committee report, 1
do take these findings very seriously
and do accept the responsibility for the
specific conduct set out in the State-
ment of Alleged Violations.

Second, I set forth in my statement
of views, included in the committee re-
port, several significant concerns about
the manner in which the committee
conducted this investigation. I find it
was interesting that the ranking mem-
ber stated in the initial discussion that
the subject of an investigation does not
mean that an individual or a violation
has occurred. Well, in fact, in this in-
vestigation, there are seven areas
where I feel that there has been a vio-
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lation—prejudgment and improper in-
fluence of witnesses by the Ethics Com-
mittee, the very matter that the rank-
ing member just mentioned. And I’ll
state for the record what specifically
was stated in the statement of views.

During the rule 18(a) inquiry at the
outset of the committee’s process, the
committee counsel improperly influ-
enced witnesses by telling them a year
before any such decision had been made
by the Ethics Committee that the Eth-
ics Committee was likely to impanel
an investigative subcommittee, there-
by clearly signaling that the Ethics
Committee staff at least already be-
lieved that I, Representative RICHARD-
SON, was guilty of misconduct and,
given the staff discussions, clearly in-
fluenced staff testimony.

For example, during their interview
of Angel Macias, a key staff witness,
Ethics counsel told Ms. Macias:

It’s completely up to the full committee on
what they want to do. They make the final
decision, which could be anything from dis-
miss the matter entirely to investigate it by
impaneling an investigative subcommittee.

Counsel continued:

If that happens, you will be called. You

will be placed under oath. So that is the
process. Chances are

—this is important—
Chances are, they are going to want to im-
panel.

This is according to Macias’
script on page number 34.

Committee counsel told former district di-
rector Eric Boyd during his first interview
that ‘‘the chances are very likely that you
are going to be interviewed again. If you are
interviewed again, it will be under oath; and
it will be in front of members of the com-
mittee. My recommendations could be any-
where from dismiss the matter as being, you
know, not a violation or not impanel an in-
vestigative subcommittee. I think you prob-
ably know which way at this point we are
looking?”’

Eric Boyd’s transcript, page 83 and
84.

Committee counsel told district staffer
Candace Yamagawa: The committee choices
in this matter are to dismiss the matter be-
cause the information received lacks merit
or lacks sufficient information to believe a
violation occurred; or we recommend that an
investigative subcommittee be impaneled.

You actually won’t hear back from us until
such time we decide to interview you again.
And the reason is that, as I said, everything
is done confidentially. I expect that we
would not be able to impanel an investiga-
tive subcommittee until the beginning of the
112th Congress because there is insufficient
time left in this Congress to do so. So more
than likely, it would be in January we would
impanel and begin doing any additional
work.

And, finally:

The committee counsel told Kenneth Mil-
ler during his first rule 18(a) interview in No-
vember 2010 that, “When I present the find-
ings to the Members, I will give them a full
briefing on what I believe was violated, be it
House rules, campaign law, or Federal crimi-
nal statutes.”

Miller testimony, page 47.

During these interviews with my
staff, the committee attorneys made
clear to staff witnesses that the Ethics

tran-
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Committee staff had already deter-
mined that I had committed violations
at the very first stages of the prelimi-
nary inquiry. Committee staff explic-
itly requested that my staff not speak
with my own counsel, a recognized
form of prosecutorial misconduct,
which effectively deprived me of an op-
portunity to actually learn of the spe-
cific allegations against me until the
final stages of this investigation. And
after the resolution had been nego-
tiated, new and additional allegations
appeared in the investigative sub-
committee report supported by two at-
torney proofers that I still, to this
date, have never seen.

The full committee report takes
issue with my raising these concerns,
stating that in the resolution of the
matter I waived all my procedural
rights and that the time for lodging
these objections had passed. These con-
cerns should have been taken seriously
by the committee, as I brought them
forward.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I would
inquire of the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia how much additional time does
she intend to seek because, as I have
heard her comments, respectfully, it
sounds like those were all contained in
her response which was included in the
report submitted to the House.

So I would ask, how much additional
time would you be seeking to conclude
your comments?

Ms. RICHARDSON. Well, I was told
that I would be allowed to continue to
request additional time to complete
my presentation.

I would say approximately, I think,
less than 5 minutes.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I will
yield the gentlelady 5 additional min-
utes.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

The purpose of me standing today—
and I had no intentions of speaking be-
cause I believe we had agreed to a cer-
tain format of what would have oc-
curred. But the most important issue
that I bring forward is the comments of
Mr. DENT.

Third, with respect to the count
charging obstruction of the committee
investigation, I want to make clear
that the Statement of Alleged Viola-
tions does not assert anywhere that I
deliberately failed to produce docu-
ments in response to requests for infor-
mation and a subpoena, as referenced
in yesterday’s public statement by the
chair and the ranking member. I did
not admit to this conduct, and I cer-
tainly do deny it. And it’s my under-
standing that the committee is aware
that, in fact, it was not included.

With respect to the conduct to which
I did admit, my statement of views ex-
plains that my office calendars were
adjusted retroactively but only to ac-
curately reflect the history of the time
worked by my deputy district director.
Discussions about that adjustment, in
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fact, took place before the committee
commenced its inquiry.

I did at the very beginning of the
committee’s preliminary inquiry sug-
gest—and, Mr. Chairman, I think this
is very important—I acknowledge the
Statement of Alleged Violations. In
fact, much of what has been said today
has been, in fact, true.

But what I want to make emphati-
cally clear and what I want to empha-
size is that I have never taken or
threatened any action against any
staffer who did not volunteer to work
on my campaign.

There is no doubt that a number of
staff felt compelled or coerced to do so.
That was not my intent, and I deeply
regret that this occurred. And because
I want to make sure it is very clear to
the committee, I will repeat that state-
ment. There is no doubt that a number
of staff felt compelled or coerced to do
so, and that was not my intent, and I
deeply do regret that this occurred. I
never told any staff member that they
would be out of a job if they did not
work on the campaign. And it is undis-
puted that I was not present at the
staff meeting at which time the state-
ment was made.

With that context and these clari-
fications, Mr. Speaker, I respectfully
ask that my colleagues refer, as was
stated by the committee, to my public
reference to this matter, my statement
of views, which are included in the re-
port.

As I conclude, Mr. Chairman and
Ranking Member, I look forward to the
resolution of this matter. In fact, I
have sought the resolution of this mat-
ter for well over a year.
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And I have agreed to the items that
were set forward; however, some of the
details that were said in the language
that was said today was not what had
been discussed. And so, for the record,
I wanted to clarify that.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman may not reserve her time.
The time is controlled by the gen-
tleman from Alabama.

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I just feel it is important to point out
several important issues that were
raised by Ms. RICHARDSON in her com-
ments on the floor today.

Much of what she has stated on the
floor today was included in the views
that she filed after reviewing the re-
port that was issued. She raised these
points in her views of the report. And I
feel compelled to add that the com-
mittee took those views very seriously,
and they responded and refuted those
points in its response to her views,
which is all included in the report
which has been made publicly avail-
able.

Everything that has been stated on
the floor today by any Member, but
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most especially Mr. DENT, are state-
ments that are already included in the
report to which Representative RICH-
ARDSON has responded. And again,
many of the points that she raised we
investigated, took very seriously, and
included in response to those views.

I don’t think that there is anything
further to add other than she has been
given an opportunity to voice her con-
cerns at every step of the process, and
we have scrupulously adhered to a
process to try to take her views and
her suggestions into account and we
have arrived at the report which is
unanimously agreed on by all of the
committee members.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I'm pre-
pared to close if the ranking member
has no further speakers.

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I want to once again thank mem-
bers of the committee, as well as mem-
bers of the pool, for their tremendous
service that they render to this institu-
tion. And on behalf of the entire House,
I want to again thank the nonpartisan,
professional committee staff for their
extraordinary hard work and commit-
ment to the House of Representatives
and to the American people that we all
serve.

As it is often noted on the floor, espe-
cially during somber moments like
this, public office is a public trust. And
for the vast majority of Members who
have been honored with the oppor-
tunity, the privilege to serve in this,
the people’s House, there is an
unspoken duty to hold ourselves up to
a higher standard.

Unfortunately, as Representative
RICHARDSON has admitted, she did not
live up to that higher standard. And as
such, she did a disservice to her staff,
to her colleagues. And while it is ulti-
mately up to her constituents in Cali-
fornia to be the final judge of her ac-
tions, I think it is safe to say she did a
disservice to the hardworking tax-
payers from all corners of this country
who expect and deserve more from
their elected leaders.

Throughout the course of this mat-
ter, the investigative subcommittee
heard desperate, sometimes emotional
pleas for help from members of Rep-
resentative RICHARDSON’s staff. Rep-
resentative DENT has shared at least
one of the stories with the body today.
And even since word first broke yester-
day of this resolution this morning, the
committee has received calls from
other staffers thanking us for bringing
this matter to a public resolution.

As a former Hill staffer myself, 1
have great respect for those staffers
who were willing to come to the Ethics
Committee with their stories and
heartfelt concerns. That is not an easy
thing to do against a Member of Con-
gress, particularly when that person
claims to be your boss and you’re made
to feel that your job is in jeopardy. At
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the end of the day, however, we must
remember and never forget that the
real employer for us all are the Amer-
ican people.

I was particularly moved by one of
Representative RICHARDSON’s former
staffers who testified:

This certainly should not be an example as
to the way an elected official for this coun-
try should conduct themselves under any cir-
cumstance.

And, Mr. Speaker, I am simply
haunted by the statement of another
staffer that Mr. DENT referenced, a
lady who was part of the Wounded War-
rior program, someone who was willing
to risk her life in service to her coun-
try, and ended up coming home a dis-
abled veteran. She told the committee,
and it bears repeating:

It is sad to say that I would rather be at
war in Afghanistan than work under people
who are morally corrupt.

Mr. Speaker, while some might pre-
fer a harsher sentence, perhaps a few
might even think a reprimand is too
severe, I urge my colleagues to support
the unanimous recommendation of the
only evenly divided committee in this
House of Representatives.

And with that, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
755.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment bills of the House of the
following titles.

H.R. 1369. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1021 Pennsylvania Avenue in Hartshorne,
Oklahoma, as the ‘“Warren Lindley Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 1560. An act to amend the Ysleta del
Sur Pueblo and Alabama and Coushatta In-
dian Tribes of Texas Restoration Act to
allow the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo Tribe to de-
termine blood quantum requirement for
membership in that tribe.

H.R. 3276. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2810 East Hillsborough Avenue in Tampa,
Florida, as the ‘“‘Reverend Abe Brown Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 3412. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1421 Veterans Memorial Drive in Abbe-
ville, Louisiana, as the ‘‘Sergeant Richard
Franklin Abshire Post Office Building”’.
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H.R. 3501. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 125 Kerr Avenue in Rome City, Indiana, as
the ‘“SPC Nicholas Scott Hartge Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 3772. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 150 South Union Street in Canton, Mis-
sissippi, as the ‘‘First Sergeant Landres
Cheeks Post Office Building”’.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill and agreed to
a joint resolution of the following ti-
tles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 1409. An act to intensify efforts to iden-

tify, prevent, and recover payment error,
waste, fraud, and abuse within Federal
spending.

S.J. Res. 49. Joint resolution providing for
the appointment of Barbara Barrett as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution.

The message also announced that the
Senate agreed to the amendment of the
House to the amendment of the Senate
to the bill (H.R. 1905) “An Act to
strengthen Iran sanctions laws for the
purpose of compelling Iran to abandon
its pursuit of nuclear weapons and
other threatening activities, and for
other purposes.’’.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 56 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at 10 o’clock
and 5 minutes a.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

EXTENDING CERTAIN TRADE
PROGRAMS

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5986) to amend the African
Growth and Opportunity Act to extend
the third-country fabric program and
to add South Sudan to the list of coun-
tries eligible for designation under that
Act, to make technical corrections to
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States relating to the textile
and apparel rules of origin for the Do-
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minican Republic-Central America-
United States Free Trade Agreement,
to approve the renewal of import re-
strictions contained in the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5986

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AFRICAN GROWTH
AND OPPORTUNITY ACT.

(a) EXTENSION OF THIRD-COUNTRY FABRIC
PROGRAM.—Section 112(c)(1) of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act (19 U.S.C.
3721(c)(1)) is amended—

(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking
2012 and inserting ‘2015°";

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘2012
and inserting ‘2015’’; and

(3) in subparagraph (B)(ii),
€2012”’ and inserting ‘‘2015”°.

(b) ADDITION OF SOUTH SUDAN.—Section 107
of that Act (19 U.S.C. 3706) is amended by in-
serting after ‘‘Republic of South Africa
(South Africa).”” the following:

by striking

“Republic of South Sudan (South
Sudan).”.
(¢c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section

102(2) of that Act (19 U.S.C. 3701(2)) is amend-
ed by striking ¢‘48”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 2. MODIFICATIONS TO TEXTILE AND AP-
PAREL RULES OF ORIGIN FOR THE
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC-CENTRAL

AMERICA-UNITED STATES FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘Agreement’’

has the meaning given the term in section
3(1) of the Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free Trade Agree-
ment Implementation Act (Public Law 109-
53; 19 U.S.C. 4002(1)).

(2) CAFTA-DR COUNTRY.—The term
“CAFTA-DR country’” has the meaning
given the term in section 3(2) of the Domini-
can Republic-Central America-United States
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act
(Public Law 109-53; 19 U.S.C. 4002(2)).

(3) HTS.—The term ‘“HTS’ means the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United
States.

(4) TRADE REPRESENTATIVE.—The term
“Trade Representative’’ means the United
States Trade Representative.

(b) MODIFICATIONS TO THE TEXTILE AND AP-
PAREL RULES OF ORIGIN.—

(1) INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION OF
RULES OF ORIGIN.—Subdivision (m)(viii) of
general note 29 of the HTS is amended as fol-
lows:

(A) The matter following subdivision (A)(2)
is amended by striking the second sentence
and inserting the following: ‘‘Any elas-
tomeric yarn (except latex) contained in the
originating yarns referred to in subdivision
(A)(2) must be formed in the territory of one
or more of the parties to the Agreement.”.

(B) Subdivision (B) is amended—

(i) in the matter preceding subdivision
(B)(1), by striking ‘‘exclusive of collars and
cuffs where applicable,” and inserting ‘‘ex-
clusive of collars, cuffs and ribbed waist-
bands (only if the ribbed waistband is
present in combination with cuffs and iden-
tical in fabric construction to the cuffs)
where applicable,’’;

(ii) in subdivision (B)(2), by inserting ‘‘or
knit to shape components” after ‘‘one or
more fabrics’’;

(iii) by amending subdivision (B)(3) to read
as follows:
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‘“(3) any combination of the fabrics re-
ferred to in subdivision (B)(1), the fabrics or
knit to shape components referred to in sub-
division (B)(2), or one or more fabrics or knit
to shape components originating under this
note.”’; and

(iv) in the matter following subdivision
(B)(3), by striking the last sentence and in-
serting the following: ‘‘Any elastomeric yarn
(except latex) contained in an originating
fabric or knit to shape component referred to
in subdivision (B)(3) must be formed in the
territory of one or more of the parties to the
Agreement.”.

(C) Subdivision (C) is amended—

(i) in subdivision (C)(2), by inserting ‘‘or
knit to shape components’” after ‘‘one or
more fabrics’’;

(ii) by amending subdivision (C)(3) to read
as follows:

‘“(3) any combination of the fabrics re-
ferred to in subdivision (C)(1), the fabrics or
knit to shape components referred to in sub-
division (C)(2) or one or more fabrics or knit
to shape components originating under this
note.”’; and

(iii) in the matter following subdivision
(C)(@3), by striking the second sentence and
inserting the following: ‘“‘Any elastomeric
yarn (except latex) contained in an origi-
nating fabric or knit to shape component re-
ferred to in subdivision (C)(3) must be formed
in the territory of one or more of the parties
to the Agreement.”’.

(2) CHANGE IN TARIFF CLASSIFICATION
RULES.—Subdivision (n) of general note 29 of
the HTS is amended as follows:

(A) Chapter rule 4 to chapter 61 is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘5401 or 5508’ and inserting
¢“56401, or 5508 or yarn of heading 5402 used as
sewing thread,’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘“‘or yarn” after ‘“‘only if
such sewing thread”.

(B) The chapter rules to chapter 61 are
amended by inserting after chapter rule 5 the
following:

‘“‘Chapter rule 6: Notwithstanding chapter
rules 1, 3, 4 or 5 to this chapter, an apparel
good of chapter 61 shall be considered origi-
nating regardless of the origin of any visible
lining fabric described in chapter rule 1 to
this chapter, narrow elastic fabrics as de-
scribed in chapter rule 3 to this chapter, sew-
ing thread or yarn of heading 5402 used as
sewing thread described in chapter rule 4 to
this chapter or pocket bag fabric described in
chapter rule 5 to this chapter, provided such
material is listed in U.S. note 20 to sub-
chapter XXII of chapter 98 and the good
meets all other applicable requirements for
preferential tariff treatment under this
note.”.

(C) Chapter rules 3, 4, and 5 to chapter 62
are each amended by striking ‘‘nightwear”
each place it appears and inserting
‘“‘sleepwear’’.

(D) Chapter rule 4 to chapter 62 is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘5401 or 5508’ and inserting
‘56401, or 5508 or yarn of heading 5402 used as
sewing thread,’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or yarn’ after ‘‘only if
such sewing thread’’.

(E) The chapter rules to chapter 62 are
amended by inserting after chapter rule 5 the
following:

‘“‘Chapter rule 6: Notwithstanding chapter
rules 1, 3, 4 or 5 to this chapter, an apparel
good of chapter 62 shall be considered origi-
nating regardless of the origin of any visible
lining fabric described in chapter rule 1 to
this chapter, narrow elastic fabrics as de-
scribed in chapter rule 3 to this chapter, sew-
ing thread or yarn of heading 5402 used as
sewing thread described in chapter rule 4 to
this chapter or pocket bag fabric described in
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chapter rule 5, provided such material is list-
ed in U.S. note 20 to subchapter XXII of
chapter 98 and the good meets all other ap-
plicable requirements for preferential tariff
treatment under this note.”".

(F') Tariff classification rule 33 to chapter
62 is amended to read as follows:

¢“33. A change to pajamas and sleepwear of
subheadings 6207.21 or 6207.22, tariff items
6207.91.30 or 6207.92.40, subheadings 6208.21 or
6208.22 or tariff items 6208.91.30, 6208.92.00 or
6208.99.20 from any other chapter, provided
that the good is cut or knit to shape, or
both, and sewn or otherwise assembled in the
territory of one or more of the parties to the
Agreement.”.

(G) Chapter rule 2 to chapter 63 is amend-
ed—

(i) by striking ‘5401 or 5508’ and inserting
‘56401, or 5508 or yarn of heading 5402 used as
sewing thread,”’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘or yarn’ after ‘‘only if
such sewing thread”.

(H) The chapter rules to chapter 63 are
amended by inserting after chapter rule 2 the
following:

‘“‘Chapter rule 3: Notwithstanding chapter
rule 2 to this chapter, a good of this chapter
shall be considered originating regardless of
the origin of sewing thread or yarn of head-
ing 5402 used as sewing thread described in
chapter rule 2 to this chapter, provided the
thread or yarn is listed in U.S. note 20 to
subchapter XXII of chapter 98 and the good
meets all other applicable requirements for
preferential tariff treatment under this
note.”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made
by this subsection apply to goods of a
CAFTA-DR country that are entered, or
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption,
on or after the date that the Trade Rep-
resentative determines is the first date on
which the equivalent amendments to the
rules of origin of the Agreement have en-
tered into force in all CAFTA-DR countries.

(B) PUBLICATION OF DETERMINATION.—The
Trade Representative shall promptly publish
notice of the determination under subpara-
graph (A) in the Federal Register.

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AND RENEWAL OF IMPORT
RESTRICTIONS UNDER BURMESE
FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY ACT OF
2003.

(a) EXTENSION OF BURMESE FREEDOM AND
DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2003.—Section 9(b)(3) of
the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003 (Public Law 108-61; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘nine years” and in-
serting ‘‘twelve years’’.

(b) RENEWAL OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Congress approves the re-
newal of the import restrictions contained in
section 3(a)(1) and section 3A (b)(1) and (c)(1)
of the Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act
of 2003.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section
shall be deemed to be a ‘‘renewal resolution”
for purposes of section 9 of the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section and the
amendment made by this section shall take
effect on the date of the enactment of this
Act or July 26, 2012, whichever occurs first.
SEC. 4. TIME FOR PAYMENT OF CORPORATE ESTI-

MATED TAXES.

Notwithstanding section 6655 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986—

(1) in the case of a corporation with assets
of not less than $1,000,000,000 (determined as
of the end of the preceding taxable year), the
amount of any required installment of cor-
porate estimated tax which is otherwise due
in July, August, or September of 2017 shall
be 100.25 percent of such amount; and

(2) the amount of the next required install-
ment after an installment referred to in
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paragraph (1) shall be appropriately reduced
to reflect the amount of the increase by rea-
son of such paragraph.

SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF CUSTOMS USER FEES.

Section 13031(j)(3) of the Consolidated Om-
nibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 (19
U.S.C. 58¢c(j)(3)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“Au-
gust 2, 2021 and inserting ‘‘October 22, 2021"’;

(2) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking ‘‘De-
cember 8, 2020’ and inserting ‘‘October 29,
2021"’; and

(3) by striking subparagraphs (C) and (D).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CAMP) and the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. CAMP. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this
legislation to strengthen trade and in-
vestment ties with Africa and the
CAFTA-DR countries and support well-
paying jobs in the United States. The
legislation also extends the President’s
authority to impose the import ban on
products from Burma for an additional
3 years and reauthorizes the actual im-
position of the import sanctions for 1
year. The legislation has broad bipar-
tisan support and is supported by all
stakeholders.

AGOA has succeeded in deepening
trade and investment ties with sub-Sa-
haran Africa and underscoring U.S.
commitment to the region. The apparel
industry has been a major driver of em-
ployment growth in Africa under
AGOA. In Lesotho alone, jobs in the
textile and apparel industry have more
than doubled—growing from 19,000 to
45,000—because of AGOA. This bill ex-
tends the third-country fabric provi-
sions which are vital to ensuring the
continued success of the AGOA pro-
gram and ensures that the new Repub-
lic of South Sudan is eligible to benefit
from AGOA.

Under the CAFTA-DR trade agree-
ment, trade has grown substantially.
And since the implementation of this
agreement, the trade deficit the United
States previously had with these coun-
tries has turned into a trade surplus.
Today’s legislation builds upon that
success by further improving the agree-
ment’s textile rules of origin. These
changes encourage greater use of U.S.
inputs in the CAFTA-DR countries,
which supports U.S. jobs and improves
trade integration in our hemisphere.

In 2003, Congress passed the Burmese
Freedom and Democracy Act, which in-
cluded an import ban on products of
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Burma renewable once a year for a
total of 3 years. The law has been ex-
tended twice. This legislation extends
the President’s authority to impose the
import ban for an additional 3 years
and reauthorizes the actual import
sanctions for 1 year.

Now, I want to acknowledge the posi-
tive developments in Burma over the
last year, but much work remains
ahead with respect to political and eco-
nomic reforms, human rights, the re-
lease of political prisoners, fre