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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BARTON of Texas).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 7, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOE BAR-
TON to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

HONORING CLARENCE “SONNY™’
SZEJBACH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. BENISHEK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, let it
be known that it’s an honor and pleas-
ure to pay tribute to Clarence ‘‘Sonny”’
Szejbach for his extraordinary heroism
in connection with military operations
involving conflict with an armed hos-
tile force in the Republic of Vietnam,
for which he was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross.

Clarence Szejbach served as a United
States Army Specialist 4 in Company

B, 3rd Battalion, 22nd Infantry, 25th In-
fantry Division. On June 6, 1969, while
serving as a radio-telephone operator
at Fire Support Base Crook in Thai Nin
Province, when the base came under in-
tense rocket and mortar attack, Spe-
cialist Szejbach secured his radio and
followed the company commander to
the defense perimeter to observe and
report enemy movements. Exposing
himself to the rain of enemy fire, he as-
sisted in resupplying ammunition to
troops in the bunkers. When the enemy
blew gaps in the wire defenses and at-
tempted to breach the perimeter, he
helped lead and organize a reaction
force which beat back the hostile
surge. After the battle subsided, he
moved with the command group
through the combat area to inspect
enemy casualties and equipment. As
the group searched the area, a wounded
enemy soldier threw an anti-tank gre-
nade at the company’s commander.
Specialist Szejbach  unhesitatingly
moved in front of the officer, deflected
the armed weapon, and then picked it
up and threw it. The grenade exploded
as it left his hand, inflicting severe
wounds on him.

Specialist Four Szejbach’s extraor-
dinary heroism and devotion to duty
were in keeping with the highest tradi-
tions of the Armed Forces and reflect
great credit upon himself, his unit, and
the United States Army.

Clarence ‘‘Sonny’’ Szejbach was
awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross on December 7, 1969, the second-
highest military decoration that can be
awarded to a member of the United
States Army. Mr. Szejbach, however,
was unaware that he received this
honor until nearly 42 years later, when
an Antrim County Veterans Service Of-
ficer discovered the citation in his per-
sonnel file.

Clarence Szejbach returned to his
childhood home of northern Michigan
after his injuries to take over the fam-
ily business, Ed and Son Food Market,

in Elk Rapids, Michigan. He and his
wife of 42 years, Christine, raised three
children.

On behalf of the citizens of Michi-
gan’s First District, it’s my privilege
to recognize Clarence Szejbach, an
American hero, for his service, sac-
rifice, and continued patriotism.

———

ENSURING CHILD CARE FOR
WORKING FAMILIES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. McDERMOTT) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this month, I introduced the En-
suring Child Care for Working Families
Act to help low-income workers stay in
the workforce. My bill creates a guar-
antee of Federal child care assistance
for children up to the age of 13 in fami-
lies with incomes up to 200 percent of
the Federal poverty level. This pro-
gram would be matched with State
funds and administered by the State.

Low-income families and single par-
ents have been bearing the brunt of
this recession. They want to work, but
often can’t afford reliable and appro-
priate child care, so they are forced to
either leave their jobs or to leave their
kids in unhealthy or dangerous envi-
ronments. For many poor people, there
simply are no better options.

In the 1990s, Federal assistance for
child care programs was established to
address this very problem. It was cre-
ated to help low-income families tran-
sition from welfare to paychecks. Over
the years, funding for this program has
dwindled, despite growing demand. The
Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies, the TANF legislation, was passed
in 1996 to ‘‘end welfare as we know it.”
But we failed to provide the necessary
support services to enable poor work-
ing families to succeed. One of those
services is high-quality child care.
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Today, only one of six children eligi-
ble for Federal child assistance re-
ceives it. Twenty-two States have
waiting lists for child care. And fami-
lies in 37 States were in worse cir-
cumstances in February of 2011 than
they were in February of 2010 as the
child care waiting list continues to

grow, copayments rise, eligibility
tightens, and reimbursement rates
stagnate.

After three decades of wage stagna-
tion in this country, with paychecks
failing to keep up with the cost of
health care, housing, and education,
child care has become an unaffordable
necessity for too many Americans.

A related problem that we also must
acknowledge is the gender wage gap.
Women only earn 77 cents for every
dollar earned by men, according to the
Census Bureau. Yet two-thirds of the
women are now either the primary
breadwinners or co-breadwinners in
their family. So when there are wage
gaps, entire families suffer. That
means less money for food on the table
and everything else that a family needs
to survive.

Two days ago, Senate Republicans
blocked a bill introduced by Senator
BARBARA MIKULSKI that would
strengthen the Fair Labor Standards
Act’s protections against pay inequi-
ties based on gender. As President
Obama said, Republicans have once
again put ‘“‘partisan politics ahead of
women and families.” This is wrong.
Republican Senators ought to explain
to their constituents why they did not
vote for Senator MIKULSKI’s bill.

Let me be very clear: equal pay for
equal work isn’t just a woman’s issue—
it’s a family issue. For the millions of
American women whose families de-
pend on their earnings, reliable child
care is vital.

It’s time to level the playing field for
working women. I urge my colleagues
to support H.R. 5188 so that all parents,
particularly working women, have the
child care they need to stay on the job.

————
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SPACE CAMP CELEBRATES 30TH
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to commend the United States
Space and Rocket Center on its upcom-
ing June 15 30th anniversary of Space
Camp. Established in 1982, Space Camp
in Huntsville, Alabama, is a national
leader in informal science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) edu-
cation and workforce development.

Space Camp uses the leading edge of
spaceflight technology simulation to
teach campers real-world concepts and
skills which translate into future aca-
demic and professional careers for stu-
dents and teachers. The Space Camp
program provides an essential public
relations and support role to both gov-
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ernment and private space programs by
inspiring and training America’s next
generation of explorers, engineers, sci-
entists, and leaders.

For emphasis, with nearly 600,000
graduates of the program, Space Camp
has a 30-year track record of success in
inspiring young people to pursue suc-
cessful careers, particularly in STEM
fields. Space Camp alumni include
NASA mission control directors, NASA
scientists, NASA engineers, executives
of corporations, State government offi-
cials, national news correspondents, as
well as soldiers and aviators who de-
fend America’s freedom every day.
Graduates of Space Camp include three
NASA astronauts and one astronaut
from the European Space Agency.

Space Camp contributes to the future
of America’s exceptionalism in science,
engineering, and research by instilling
an exciting, life-changing educational
experience with values of leadership,
teamwork, and hard work. Space
Camp’s 30th anniversary is the perfect
opportunity to recognize their impor-
tant work and incredible achievements.

I congratulate Space Camp on their
30 years of unparalleled success and
wish them well and salute them as
they embark on their next 30 years.

——
POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
as the founder of the Congressional Out
of Poverty Caucus, I rise to continue
talking about the crisis of poverty and
the ongoing jobs emergency in America
today.

Tea Party Republicans are busy
blaming the President for our strug-
gling economy, and the fact that our
economy only gained 69,000 jobs last
month. I want to remind my Repub-
lican colleagues that it was their de-
regulation, failed economic policies,
and two wars off-budget that had our
Nation losing over a million jobs every
month when President Obama came
into office. We were losing over a half-
million jobs every single month.

Now they are complaining the Demo-
crats have not been quick enough in
cleaning up the Republicans’ mess. The
President and a Democratic Congress
helped to stem that tide, and now de-
spite every roadblock and Republican
obstructionism, our economy is grow-
ing slowly and jobs are slowly coming
back. So I don’t understand how any-
one can even try to blame the Presi-
dent’s economic policies when they
have refused to enact any of them.

Republicans have refused to work
with us and to help Americans refi-
nance underwater homes, to help pro-
tect investors and consumers by imple-
menting the sound regulations of the
Dodd-Frank bill. Also, they refuse to
pass the American Jobs Act, or any
sort of jobs plan, quite frankly. In fact,
Republicans have done everything pos-
sible to obstruct every proposal to cre-
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ate jobs at every turn. Even though 56
percent of Americans think jobs should
be Congress’ number one priority, Re-
publicans have failed to pass even one
significant jobs bill. Instead, they work
to create another false panic about a
so-called fiscal cliff if they aren’t al-
lowed to immediately extend hundreds
of billions of dollars in tax giveaways
to the wealthiest 1 percent of Ameri-
cans.

Mr. Speaker, there are only two real
fiscal cliffs that I see. One is the fiscal
cliff that will push our entire govern-
ment over if they can make good on
their threats and force our Nation into
default and shut the government down.
The second fiscal cliff is one that Re-
publicans are pushing American fami-
lies over the edge of when they cut off,
mind you, cut off the emergency exten-
sion of critical unemployment benefits
for millions of Americans who are
struggling to find a job.

Republicans are telling struggling
Americans that there is a fiscal cliff if
you are out of work; they have to cut
off your employment benefits. They are
telling struggling Americans that
there is a fiscal cliff if you are poor and
hungry; they have to cut your food
stamps. But somehow, if you are rich
and a defense contractor, Republicans
make it their business to protect you
from facing any cliff or falling off of
any cliff.

This is not the path forward for our
Nation. What we need to do right now
is to stop pushing families off fiscal
cliffs. We have to support the economy
by investing in the American people.
We need to get back to growing the
middle class by lifting millions of
Americans out of poverty.

Mr. Speaker, we must pass the Amer-
ican Jobs Act, invest in our country’s
infrastructure and transportation
needs, increase job training efforts, and
strengthen our safety net. Safety net
programs like the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program and unem-
ployment insurance just don’t support
struggling families, they support small
businesses all across the country and
in every single congressional district
regardless of one’s party.

This Congress must ensure that our
Nation’s safety net is a bridge that is
strong enough to deliver us all, even
the most vulnerable, over these trou-
bled waters.

Americans are waiting. Democrats
have been prepared to act, and Repub-
licans must join us in creating jobs and
reigniting the American Dream for all.

———

HONORING JOHN ROBERT ‘“BOB”
SLAUGHTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, along with Representatives
MORGAN GRIFFITH and ROBERT HURT, to
honor the memory of a constituent, a
World War II veteran, a community
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leader, and a friend, John Robert
“Bob”’ Slaughter.

On May 29, 2012, southwest Virginia
lost one of its great American heroes.
A passionate advocate for veterans and
a driving force behind the National
D-day Memorial in Bedford, it is only
fitting that we honor Bob’s memory as
we mark the 68th anniversary of D-day
this week.

Born on February 3, 1925 in Bristol,
Tennessee, Bob’s family later moved to
Roanoke, Virginia. In 1941, at the age
of 15, he joined the Virginia Army Na-
tional Guard, Company D, 116th Infan-
try, 29th Division. A short time later,
the United States was attacked at
Pearl Harbor and entered the war. On
September 27, 1942, the 29th Division
set sail for England.

On D-day, June 6, 1944, Bob waded
ashore to battle the foes of democracy
at Omaha Beach. He was just 19 years
old. His life was forever impacted by
the memories of that day.

Mr. Speaker, I have stood on Omaha
Beach in Normandy at low tide, which
was the circumstances when these
brave men landed there on June 6, 1944.
The width of that beach, the distance
that they had to come out of those
landing boats through withering ma-
chine gun fire, bombs, and mines, is ab-
solutely a remarkable demonstration
of the courage of those men to liberate
Europe.

Despite being wounded twice in com-
bat following D-day, Bob remained in
the field until the end of the war in
1945. After the war, Bob returned to Ro-
anoke, where he had a long career with
the Roanoke Times & World-News. He
was dedicated to his family and was
also active in the community, coaching
a basketball team for local youth.

Bob showed great determination by
working to ensure that there was a
proper memorial to the countless men
who took part in the D-day invasion.
On June 6, 1994, the 50th anniversary of
D-day, Bob walked Omaha Beach with
President Bill Clinton. On June 6, 2001,
Bob’s dream became a reality when the
National D-day Memorial in Bedford
was dedicated by President George W.
Bush.

Thanks in large part to his efforts,
the National D-day Memorial now
stands in Bedford, where it serves as a
constant reminder of those who paid
the ultimate price to protect the free-
doms that we hold so dear.

The life of Bob Slaughter is a true
testament to the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion.”” We are honored to have known
Bob and pay tribute to this great man’s
many contributions. We pray for his
family—his wife of 65 years, Margaret
Leftwich Slaughter; his two sons; two
grandchildren; and two great-grand-
children—during this difficult time. We
join the entire community in mourning
the loss of this American hero.
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SEXUAL ASSAULT IN THE
MILITARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I have
now come to the floor some 21 times to
tell the story of survivors of military
sexual assault and the institution and
culture that failed them. Some would
tell you that the military has learned
from their egregious mistakes and that
they are largely now addressing this
problem. The situation I'm describing
to you today is happening right now
and flies in the face of what we are
being told by our military and the
Members of Congress who believe that
they have this problem under control.

Recently, a San Antonio newspaper
began reporting on a scandal at
Lackland Air Force Base that is grow-
ing by the day. So far, at least four Air
Force instructors have been charged
with sexual misconduct with at least 24
trainees. Like many cases of rape and
sexual assault, the perpetrators are not
denying that they engaged in sexual
misconduct; they simply contend that
the sex was consensual. It comes down
to the words of the accused and the ac-
cuser—the instructor against the train-
ee. In the military, this usually means
the perpetrator gets off or receives a
disproportionately small punishment
and the victim endures an arduous and
humiliating legal process with little
sense of justice at the end.

Two of the women that have come
forward were called over an intercom 2
days after they graduated from basic
training last fall and asked to leave
their dorm and to meet their instruc-
tors. In a dimly lit supply room, the
women said they had sexual relations
with their instructor. “I was frozen,”
one of the women said, explaining that
her mind was racing. “I tried to
think.” Both women said failure to fol-
low orders could cause them to be re-
tained in basic training under the very
instructors that assaulted them.

While unnerved about the order to
leave their dorms, they told themselves
it had to be legitimate. From the day
they entered the military, they had
been trained—and required—to follow
the orders of their instructors, even
those that didn’t make sense. This may
be hard for some in the civilian world
to relate to, but it is the constant re-
ality within our Armed Forces. It is in-
grained in our military servicemen and
-women to follow the orders of their
chain of command and never, ever dis-
obey. The justice system is also be-
holden to this chain of command, but I
will get to that a little bit later.

Staff Sergeant Luis Walker, a mili-
tary instructor, is charged with sexu-
ally assaulting 10 women, including
sodomy and vrape. Staff Sergeant
Kwinton Estacio is charged with sexual
misconduct with one woman, violating
a no-contact order, and obstruction of
justice. Staff Sergeant Craig LeBlanc
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is charged with sexual misconduct of
two women trainees. Staff Sergeant
Peter Vega-Maldonado has been
charged and convicted of sexual mis-
conduct with one woman.

Staff Sergeant Vega admitted in a
plea bargain to having sex with one
woman. His punishment? Ninety days
in jail, 30 days of hard labor, reduction
in rank, and forfeiture of $5600 a month
in pay for 4 months. After striking the
deal with prosecutors, Vega admitted
that he actually had improper contact
with 10 trainees.

Now, mind you, we are not firing
these people. They continue to serve in
the military. Vega is not immune to
further prosecution, but his admission
of guilt cannot be used against him in
future procedures. Each victim will
have to come forward and the prosecu-
tion will have to start from scratch.
Vega will be forced to leave the Air
Force, but without a bad conduct dis-
charge. Imagine that, without a bad
conduct discharge.

If the military is as vigilant as they
say they are, how could such a repet-
itive, widespread, and sickening behav-
ior still be occurring? What is being
uncovered at Lackland flies in the face
of what we are being told by our mili-
tary. Is this what zero tolerance means
in the military?

Former Air Force Secretary Whitten
was quoted in the newspaper saying:

The age-old problem is that you’re putting
very smart, attractive people, marrying age,
together in close quarters. It’s a cir-
cumstance that is difficult and really re-
quires restraint. Sometimes restraint is very
difficult.

Secretary Whitten doesn’t get it. The
age-old problem in the military is atti-
tudes like this. The age-old problem in
the military is a broken justice system
that delivers weak sentences, if any.
The age-old problem in the military is
that nine out of 10 women Staff Ser-
geant Vega has now admitted to com-
mitting sexual misconduct with have
not come forward because they know
that the odds of getting justice are
slight and the odds of their careers
being finished are great.

What is happening at Lackland Air
Force Base should and needs to be a
wake-up call. This problem is hap-
pening now, and it is systemic.

Victims are still not coming forward
because of what Kkeeps happening—
backwards attitudes of blaming the
victim, and disproportionately weak
sentences. Writing off survivors as
women who had consensual sex and
now have regrets is insulting and I'm
afraid how many in our military see
this problem.

The Department of Defense has so far
been unable to appropriately address
this problem—and Lackland is proof of
that.

We—Congress—need to act to cir-
cumvent the chain of command and
give discretion to an impartial office to
determine and facilitate the appro-
priate path for perpetrators and vic-
tims. We need to fix the system that
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survivors who report are now facing,
right the injustices suffered by those
that have already gone through this
system and provide the care, resources
and understanding for these survivors
to get better.

——————

OBAMACARE, MEDICAL DEVICE,
MEDICINE CABINET TAX RE-
PEALS, AND FSA IMPROVEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, as one of
the most outspoken opponents of
ObamaCare, I hope that in the coming
weeks the Supreme Court strikes down
this disastrous piece of legislation. But
the fact is no matter what the Supreme
Court decides about ObamaCare, it
does not change the reality that this
law is horrible policy.

In just 3 short years, ObamaCare has
already resulted in fewer jobs, higher
health care costs, and more debt.
That’s why I have voted more than a
dozen times to either defund or repeal
ObamaCare since being elected to Con-
gress. For instance, last November, my
legislation that closed a loophole in
the health care law and saved tax-
payers $13 billion was signed into law.

Today, the House will vote on legisla-
tion to repeal two of the ObamaCare
law’s most egregious job-killing taxes
in this law: one, the medical device
manufacturing tax; and, two, the medi-
cine cabinet tax.

According to the Joint Tax Com-
mittee, the medical device tax increase
will take away $29 billion from job cre-
ators over the next decade. These high-
er costs will be passed along to con-
sumers, like veterans with prosthetics
and seniors with pacemakers and hip
replacements.

This bill will also repeal the medi-
cine cabinet tax increase, which pre-
vents owners of health savings ac-
counts, or HSAs, or flexible spending
accounts, FSAs, from using these ac-
counts to purchase nonprescription,
over-the-counter medications.
ObamacCare’s limitation on purchasing
over-the-counter medications will re-
sult in longer wait times for those who
truly need the care and will also drive
up health care costs.

In addition to repealing these disas-
trous tax hikes, the bill also improves
the flexible spending accounts by al-
lowing participants to get back unused
FSA dollars, up to $500, as taxable
wages in the subsequent year. Under
current law, any unused balance goes
back to the employer and is lost by the
employee. This reform to the FSA ac-
counts rewards, rather than penalizes,
consumers for being healthy and saving
their money.

Before coming to Congress, I worked
in health care as a registered nurse for
more than 40 years. I have seen first-
hand the problems and obstacles pa-
tients and health care providers face.
But ObamaCare is only serving to exas-
perate the current problems and cre-
ates entirely new problems.
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Our health care system desperately
needs market-based and patient-cen-
tered reform, not a government take-
over. It is critical that the House con-
tinue to fight against ObamaCare until
either the Supreme Court overturns
the law in its entirety or until we have
willing partners in the Senate and in
the White House.

BROADCAST WARNINGS THROUGH
MOBILE DEVICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CLARKE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLARKE of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, as a member of the House
Committee on Homeland Security, I'd
like to thank our broadcasters for pro-
viding free radio and television broad-
casting and warnings to our public that
protects our families from impending
disasters.

And to better warn our public in fu-
ture emergencies, I ask this Congress
to consider how we can make local free
radio broadcasting available on all of
our cell phones. You see, providing
these broadcast warnings through our
mobile devices could be the most effec-
tive way that we can protect our fami-
lies when disaster hits.

———

MAINTAINING INTEGRITY IN
ELECTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. NUGENT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. NUGENT. Mr. Speaker, I think
we can all agree that the integrity of
our elections is of fundamental impor-
tance to our democracy. We need to en-
sure that everyone who is eligible to
vote has the ability to vote, and those
that are ineligible to vote are stopped
from voting in our elections.

We also have the responsibility to en-
sure that this responsibility falls large-
ly on the States to ensure that voters
have the right to vote that are eligible
to. They do this by making sure that
their voter rolls are clean, that their
voter rolls are accurate. It’s important
that States have the ability to do that.

In my own State of Florida and oth-
ers throughout this country, the Fed-
eral Government is being asked to
help.
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The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, in particular, has been unwilling
to help those States that are asking for
it.

Mr. Speaker, DHS is denying Florida
the process to access what is called the
Systematic Alienation Verification En-
titlement database, or SAVE, as it’s
commonly referred to. SAVE undoubt-
edly is the best database for the States
to use to cross-reference and cross-
check their voter rolls for eligible or
ineligible voters.

DHS is denying us access to this
database, despite its own documents
and regulations clearly stating that
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SAVE, for voter registration purposes,
is one of the permissible uses. This is
within their own documents as it re-
lates to the operation of DHS. By deny-
ing access to the SAVE database, DHS
is preventing States from ensuring to
the best of their ability that the integ-
rity of our elections is saved and pre-
served.

As we move forward with appropria-
tions for Homeland Security, I feel we
need to acknowledge the DHS refusal
to meet this basic need and a basic re-
quest of our States. DHS’ stonewalling
is not something the people of Florida
deserve, and it certainly isn’t some-
thing that elected officials should tol-
erate.

Mr. Speaker, Floridians should not
be denied the right to the fairest and
most accurate elections possible. Flo-
ridians’ votes should not be diminished
because of political maneuvering by a
Federal agency. No vote should be
counted when it’s cast by someone who
is not eligible to vote in the United
States, vis-a-vis, they’re not a citizen
of this country.

DHS, through their SAVE program,
has the ability to pass that informa-
tion on to States. Florida is not the
only State that has requested this in-
formation from DHS. DHS has, I be-
lieve, an ethical responsibility to pro-
vide that information because it’s con-
tained within their own bylaws and op-
eration procedures within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security; and they
have just stonewalled the States in re-
gard to them trying to make sure their
voter rolls are the most accurate pos-
sible.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that they are
doing a disservice to the American pub-
lic. Every vote should count. Every
vote should count, and DHS should be
required to submit the information to
the States so they can make sure that
their voter rolls are as accurate as pos-
sible.

———

HONORING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF
DR. AL MANN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROHRABACHER) for 5
minutes.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
there are many heroic people among us
who have been involved in making our
quality of life in America the best the
world has ever seen and, at the same
time, uplifting all of humankind. While
we oftentimes focus our gratitude and
our adoration on politicians and ath-
letes and movie stars, we need to ac-
knowledge the many innovators, inven-
tors, and technology entrepreneurs
who have played a significant role in
overcoming the many challenges we
humans face together, challenges to
our health and limitations to our phys-
ical well-being.

One of the most heroic of these spe-
cial people is Dr. Al Mann. He flew in
B-29s during World War II; and upon
his return home, Al decided, instead of
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pursuing a career in the armaments in-
dustry, which could have been very lu-
crative, he would dedicate his life to
building technologies that would im-
prove the human condition.

Among his many achievements are
the following: a vast improvement over
pacemaker technology, which then
made that available to so many mil-
lions of people whose lives have been
changed because of it and extended be-
cause of it.

He also was involved in inventing,
and it was his invention, a diabetic
pump, a small mechanism that at-
taches to the body and allows patients
to escape some of the worst ravages of
diabetes.

He perfected the fully implantable
cochlear implant, an electronic device
that provides patients, some of whom
have never been able to hear, with the
ability to hear sound almost as well as
those of us who hear naturally.

His latest invention and innovation
would allow diabetics to receive their
insulin through an inhaler rather than
a syringe, a huge breakthrough that
could be so meaningful to so many peo-
ple who are suffering.

His achievements ought to serve as
an example of the power of innovation
in our country. Just as incredible as
his inventions themselves, Dr. Mann
accomplished all of this with private
funds. And instead of relying on gov-
ernment grants or contracts, Dr. Mann
made the risky investments of his own
and those of his investors; and then,
with his labor and genius, when it paid
off, he reaped the benefits, which he
then plowed back into more research to
help even more people eliminate even
more suffering.

Instead of receiving assistance from
his government, Dr. Mann has, instead,
run into bureaucratic obstacles time
and again. As legislators, we have a re-
sponsibility to ensure that the Federal
Government’s actions, at the very
least, do mnot thwart the heroic
innovators such as Dr. A1 Mann.

For this reason, I submit for the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD a letter Al Mann
recently penned. I encourage all of my
colleagues to read what he has to say
and to take seriously the disturbing
observations with our current system,
as well as his recommendations on how
we can ensure that the incredible po-
tential of human innovation can be and
will be brought to play in improving
the lives of the American people and
people everywhere.

LETTER FROM AL MANN: The Senate has
just passed a bill to speed the availability of
generic drugs. Hopefully that bill will die in
the House. I say that the problem is not the
pricing of drugs but the cost. What are need-
ed are means for effectively lowering the ex-
pense and time to get a new drug approved.
That would lower the costs and hopefully the
pricing of drugs, and that would certainly be
a worthwhile objective.

I am shocked and disappointed at the lack
of understanding of this issue by the Con-
gress. I certainly agree that we must seek
ways to lower health care expense. I say that
to do so we must focus on ways to LOWER
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the COST of providing health care NOT just
targeting the PRICE.

There are multiple reasons for the price of
drugs, but I assert that the earlier generic
drug law has actually led to an INCREASE
in the PRICING of drugs. It takes as long as
15 years—or even longer—and $1-$1.5 billion
to gain regulatory approval of a new drug.
With only 20 years of exclusivity before a ge-
neric drug is approved it should be obvious
that the price of a new drug must be very
high just to recover the development cost let
alone a profit. Even the price of the generic
version of a drug is typically only mod-
erately discounted from the innovative drug
rather than priced based on the manufac-
turing cost.

If you question the impact of the current
generic drug law just ask yourself how many
$5 and $10 drugs there were before that law.
It only costs pennies to make a pill. How-
ever, only by charging high prices can the
high costs of pharma development be recov-
ered with any profit during the brief period
of patent protection remaining after regu-
latory approval.

Passing legislation to further ease and
speed the availability of generic drugs will
not likely lower pricing; if anything it would
likely just reduce innovation of new drugs.
That slowing is already beginning; most of
the major pharma companies have already
begun downsizing R&D. Surely that is not in
our interest when there are new advanced
technologies that could significantly im-
prove and extend life.

We need to evaluate how we can speed and
lower the cost of bringing a new drug to mar-
ket rather than counting on the generics.
There are various approaches that should be
explored. One approach might be to delay ap-
proval of a generic to allow more time of ex-
clusivity rather than to ease the generic reg-
ulatory process. There was such a delay built
into the earlier bills, but that was certainly
not adequate. Unfortunately it will not be
easy to reverse the pricing practices of
drugs—the companies and Wall Street have
all gotten used to the high prices.

Of course the price of drugs is but a tiny
part of the cost of health care. We ought to
be reexamining many aspects of our health
care system. We do need to reduce the price
of health care—including the cost and the
price of drugs. However, the challenge is not
so simple as just approving generic drugs
more quickly.

In fact the problem is not just the pricing;
today many potentially valuable improve-
ments and even new breakthrough drugs do
not ever reach the market because of the
regulatory hurdles. This problem and the
costs will certainly become far greater as we
move to more personalized medicine.

The consequence of easing the creation of
generics may even worsen from what we see
today; future breakthrough therapies may
simply not become available in the U.S.! I
just heard from a very credible person of a
meeting of 12 advanced pharma companies
discussing how to deal with the current regu-
latory challenges. I am told that 11 of those
12 companies are intending to launch their
new products outside the U.S. and just to ig-
nore the U.S. patients. Heretofore wealthy
foreign patients came to the U.S. for supe-
rior medical treatment. Perhaps that prac-
tice may be reversing.

We want to protect our people from unsafe
drugs. The challenge is how to do so in a
more cost effective and more timely manner.
I have suggested that we should redirect the
regulatory standards to concentrate on safe-
ty, to lower the initial bar for efficacy to
minimal requirements during a reasonable
safety trial and then to issue a ‘‘provisional’’
approval. That provisional approval would be
subject to a thorough review of clinical bene-
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fits compared to risk AND cost in something
like a more rigorous REMS program.

Our nation is in a crossroad on many
fronts. In health care the barriers are pre-
venting our ability to topple diseases such as
cancer and Alzheimer’s that so many of is
will face. Not only are we harming and even
precipitating death of many of our people
but we are losing economic growth and the
engine for good paying jobs. Our government
is the most significant obstacle to medical
progress today. We have new tools from new
science that could make such a difference if
only there were not the barriers to innova-
tion that we see today.

I am 86 years old and surely my objective
is not self serving. For the past four decades
I have been committed to trying to find solu-
tions to unmet and poorly met health care
needs. Yet I am so disgusted by the overly
restrictive process to medical innovation
that has been created by our government
that I have begun to sell off most of my sev-
eral ventures. It is no longer worth the effort
and the agony.

I am sending this communication to all the
Representatives whose e-mail addresses I
have. I would appreciate your forwarding
this to your other colleagues.

ALFRED E. MANN.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 37
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of grace and goodness, thank
You for giving us another day.

Your divine wisdom and power are
abundantly sufficient for our many
needs. Endow the Members of this as-
sembly with a loyalty that never wav-
ers and a courage that never falters as
they seek to fulfill the high and holy
mission which You have entrusted to
them.

May it be their purpose and all of
ours to see to the hopes of so many
Americans that we authenticate the
grandeur and glory of the ideals and
principles of our democracy with the
work we do.

Grant that the men and women of the
people’s House find the courage and
wisdom to work together to forge solu-
tions to the many needs of our Nation
and ease the anxieties of so many.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.
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Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPER-
ATIONS MUST WITHSTAND SE-
QUESTRATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last Thursday, the Pentagon
confirmed House and Senate Repub-
licans’ concerns by finally acknowl-
edging that the Overseas Contingency
Operations, a fund used to support
troops in combat, will be subject to the
sequestration cuts.

The Office of Management and Budg-
et’s senior adviser and associate direc-
tor for Communications and Strategic
Planning, Kenneth Baer, understands
that if the sequester ‘“‘were to take ef-
fect, it would be disastrous for our na-
tional security.”

House Republicans have always been
aware of the impacts sequestration will
have on our brave men and women
serving in uniform and the impacts it
will have on their families. Last
month, House Republicans passed the
Sequester Replacement Reconciliation
package, which is legislation that re-
duces the spending for unnecessary
programs used to promote the Presi-
dent’s liberal agenda, in order to use
those funds to provide for a strong na-
tional defense. I urge my colleagues in
the Senate to take action immediately
and pass this bill.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

————

PREVENT THE DOUBLING OF THE
STUDENT LOAN RATE

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, in less than
1 month, the interest rate for student
loans is scheduled to double from 3.4 to
6.8 percent.

This increased rate, combined with
the skyrocketing costs for college, will
make it extremely difficult for Ameri-
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cans to afford to go to college. The cost
for a higher education at a public 4-
year school has almost tripled in the
last 17 years. Americans now owe more
money in tuition than they do in credit
cards. According to the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau, educational
loan debt in our country has reached $1
trillion.

Education is one of the biggest deter-
mining factors for earning potential.
Those who have bachelor’s degrees earn
double the salary of those with high
school diplomas. Those with associate
degrees earn b0 percent more than
those with high school diplomas. I am
also a strong supporter of fully funding
Pell Grants, which provide Federal
grant aid for students to make college
more affordable.

Access to higher education is an in-
vestment in the future economic sta-
bility of our Nation. We must put aside
partisan differences and work together
to preserve Pell Grants and to prevent
the student loan rate from doubling on
July 1.

——————

STUDENTS BEAR THE BRUNT OF A
BAD ECONOMY

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, it is a
tough time to be a student in America.

The President’s health care bill, if
not repealed, will make school health
plans much more expensive. According
to The Wall Street Journal, some plans
that were $440 a year are going up to
$1,300 or $1,600. Many schools will drop
coverage altogether either because of
cost or because of the President’s birth
control requirement. Students and
young adults will then likely choose
the cheapest option—going uninsured
and paying a fine to the government.

Then, in July, student loan interest
rates are set to increase because of
choices made by leading Democrats.
Student loan debt now exceeds credit
card debt in U.S. households, and the
rate at which recent grads are under-
employed or unemployed is 50 percent.
No wonder students are moving back in
with their parents and are more likely
to take part-time jobs just to make
ends meet.

These failed policies and the bad
economy have pushed young adults
into survival mode.

———————

THE NATIONAL YOUTH SPORTS
HEALTH & SAFETY INSTITUTE’S
CALL TO ACTION

(Mr. MCINTYRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the work of the Na-
tional Youth Sports Health & Safety
Institute. I am pleased to serve as an
honorary member of the institute’s
leadership board.

In the United States, 50 million chil-
dren participate in sports. Sports pro-
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grams teach our children Ileadership
and sportsmanship, help improve aca-
demics, and promote fitness and
wellness for a lifetime, but more needs
to be done to ensure the health and
safety of our youth athletes.

They are increasingly susceptible to
injuries, which is why the institute’s
work to advance and disseminate the
latest research in keeping kids safe on
the field is so critical. On June 1, the
National Youth Sports Health & Safety
Institute met to launch a new call to
action to all youth sports’ stakeholders
in America.

As founder and cochairman of the
Congressional Caucus on Youth Sports,
I applaud this effort. As inactivity re-
mains alarmingly widespread, we must
continue to expand sports and rec-
reational opportunities that promote
physical activity and wellness in the
health of our children, but also always
remember that their safety must re-
main paramount.

———

YUCCA MOUNTAIN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people have lost more than $15 bil-
lion to cronyism. Pennsylvanians alone
have lost $1.4 billion.

Right now, in southern Nevada, there
is an expensive hole in the ground
where there should be a nuclear waste
repository. We should be storing dan-
gerous nuclear waste at a single secure
and geologically sound location. In-
stead, much of it sits aboveground at
dozens of sites scattered across the
United States.

When President Obama appointed
HARRY REID’s aide, Gregory Jaczko, as
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
chairman, he shut down Yucca Moun-
tain against the express wishes of Con-
gre