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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HARRIS).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 16, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANDY HAR-
RIS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

At the beginning of a new workweek,
we use this moment to be reminded of
Your presence and to tap the resources
needed by the Members of this people’s
House to do their work as well as it can
be done.

We ask that You send Your Holy
Spirit upon them, giving them the gifts
of patience and diligence. With all the
pressures for action that cry out each
day and with all the concern and worry
that accompanies any responsibility,
we pray that they might know Your
peace, which surpasses all human un-
derstanding.

May Your voice speak to them in the
depths of their hearts, illuminating
their minds and spirits, thus enabling
them to view the tasks of this day with
confidence and hope. All this day and
through the week, may they do their
best to find solutions to the pressing
issues facing our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
KINZINGER) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ENERGY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH
CAROLINA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as I traveled across the Sec-
ond Congressional District of South
Carolina over the last constituent
workweek, 1 became increasingly
aware of a growing relationship be-
tween the Savannah River National
Laboratory and one of their regional
research universities, the University of
South Carolina.

These two entities are working to-
gether to address key national energy
needs in nuclear, hydrogen, fuel cells,
environmental science, advanced sen-
sors, modular nuclear reactors, and al-
ternative energy, in addition to other
areas of great national interest. The
two institutions anticipate the future
formation of a joint technology com-
mercialization initiative involving the
Darla Moore School of Business at the
University of South Carolina to build
new technology-based businesses and
create jobs.

I look forward to these joint collabo-
rations with the Savannah River Na-
tional Laboratory, and I am confident
their success will be of great benefit to
South Carolina and our Nation.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Rest in peace, Medal of Honor recipi-
ent Army Master Sergeant John F.
Baker, Jr., of Columbia, South Caro-
lina, and Rock Island, Illinois, for his
heroic service in Vietnam, who was
buried at Arlington National Cemetery
today.

URGING CONGRESSIONAL ACTION
ON STUDENT LOANS

(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, unless
this Congress acts, in 75 days, the in-
terest rate for the Stafford student
loan program will explode for 8 million
college students. Unless Congress acts,
the rate will jump from 3.4 percent to
6.8 percent. At a time when student
loan debt now exceeds credit card debt,
added interest costs for a student using
Stafford will increase between $5,000
and $10,000.

It is unconscionable that the Repub-
lican leadership will not bring up H.R.
3826, a bill I've introduced with 119 co-
sponsors to lock in the lower rate. In-
credibly, the chair of the Sub-
committee on Higher Education spoke
last week in North Carolina and said: I
have very little tolerance for people
who tell me they graduate with $200,000
of debt or even $80,000 of debt.

Really? It is a sad statement when
today’s Republican Party turns its
back on a program that helps millions
of Americans fulfill their dreams and
that is named after Republican Senator
Robert Stafford of Vermont.

Stop the rate hike. Bring up H.R. 3826
for a vote, and Kkeep the American
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Dream alive for millions of college stu-
dents.

NORTH KOREA’S NUCLEAR
AMBITIONS

(Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, last week, the North Korean
regime sent a clear message of defiance
to the world community. Rather than
work toward a peaceful agreement,
North Korea would prefer its people
starve in order to pursue its nuclear
ambitions. The failure of the long-
range missile test undermines the
credibility of the North’s new leader-
ship and requires the United States to
stand firm in support of stronger pen-
alties.

North Korea has one ally in the re-
gion that has the power to force them
to negotiate in good faith. It’s time
China stepped up and realized that its
economic success is dependent on peace
in the region and around the world.
With China’s rise comes responsibility.
I encourage China to use this oppor-
tunity to force the North Korean re-
gime to abandon its nuclear missile
program and support the welfare of its
people; and I encourage the United
States to continue a strong posture,
peace through strength, in the hopes
that someday strength makes war ob-
solete.

———

STRENGTHENING THE U.S.-MEXICO
RELATIONSHIP

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I have
long aspired to a relationship at the
U.S.-Mexican border like the one that
the United States of America has with
Canada. And I know that raises some
red flags, but the fact of the matter is
three things need to be done: We need
to have economies of scale, an end to
illegal immigration, and an end to nar-
cotrafficking.

One of the things that is essential is
economic growth in Mexico, and many
people have constantly talked about
the fact that we have nothing but rich
and poor. And while that disparity still
exists, there’s a very important study,
and I just got this from Arturo
Sarukhan, the great Mexican Ambas-
sador to the United States, entitled,
‘“Mexico: A Middle Class Society, Poor
No More, Developed Not Yet,” by two
academics, Luis de la Calle and Luis
Rubio.

Mr. Speaker, in this document—and I
commend it to my colleagues; I suspect
it’s been sent to a number of them—
they talk about the fact that we have
seen the middle class in Mexico emerge
dramatically within the last half cen-
tury. The study points to the fact that
in 1960, a majority of Mexicans lived in
one-room homes. Today, a majority of
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Mexicans lives in homes with three
rooms or larger.

If you look at the other tremendous
indications, the fact that there is a
burgeoning middle class in Mexico is a
positive sign towards dealing with the
challenges that we have.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I commend this
document to my colleagues.

————

NATIONAL MEDIA IS NOT
MAINSTREAM

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today’s so-called ‘‘mainstream’ media
is not mainstream. The modern ency-
clopedia, Wikipedia, says, ‘‘The term
‘mainstream’ media denotes those
media generally reflective of the pre-
vailing currents of thought, influence,
or activity.” But the opinions ex-
pressed by the media are neither wide-
spread nor accepted by the majority of
Americans.

For example, journalists and the pub-
lic have very different views regarding
illegal immigration. According to a

Pew Research Center poll, less than
one in five journalists said they
thought ‘‘reducing illegal immigra-
tion” was a ‘‘top priority.” Yet over

half the American people rate illegal
immigration reduction as a ‘‘top pri-
ority.”

The national media should not be
considered ‘“‘mainstream’ until the ma-
jority of Americans and journalists are
on the same page. The bias of the na-
tional media’s journalists has caused
them not only to be on a different page
but also to be in an entirely different
publication than the typical American.
To call today’s national media ‘‘main-
stream” is simply inaccurate. The na-
tional media is better described as the
‘“‘liberal’’ national media.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

J 1600
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 4 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.
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Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

RAOUL WALLENBERG CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION ACT

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3001) to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Raoul
Wallenberg, in recognition of his
achievements and heroic actions dur-
ing the Holocaust.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3001

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Raoul
Wallenberg Centennial Celebration Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds as follows:

(1) Raoul Wallenberg was born in Europe
on August 4, 1912, to Swedish Christian par-
ents.

(2) In 1935, he graduated from the Univer-
sity of Michigan in Ann Arbor, completing a
five-year program in three-and-a-half years.

3) In a letter to his grandfather,
Wallenberg wrote of his time in America: ‘I
feel so at home in my little Ann Arbor that
I'm beginning to sink down roots here and
have a hard time imagining my leaving it.
. . . Bvery now and then I feel strange when
I think about how tiny my own country is
and how large and wonderful America is.”.

(4) Raoul returned to Sweden, where he
began a career as a businessman, and after-
wards, a Swedish diplomat.

(5) In 1936, Raoul’s grandfather arranged a
position for him at the Holland Bank in
Haifa, Palestine. There Raoul began to meet
young Jews who had already been forced to
flee from Nazi persecution in Germany.
Their stories affected him deeply.

(6) He was greatly troubled by the fate of
Jews in Europe, confiding to actress Viveca
Lindfors the horrific plight of Jews under
Nazi Europe.

(7) Under the direction of President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt, the War Refugee Board was
established in January 1944 to aid civilians
that fell victim to the Nazi and Axis powers
in Europe.

(8) One of War Refugee Board’s top prior-
ities was protection of the 750,000 Hungarian
Jews still alive.

(9) It was decided that Raoul Wallenberg,
aged 31 at the time, would be most effective
in protecting Jews and victims of the Nazis
in Hungary under the War Refugee Board. He
was recruited by Iver Olsen, an agent for the
Office of Strategic Services and sent to Bu-
dapest, Hungary, under his official profession
as a Swedish diplomat. He was instructed to
use passports and other creative means to
save as many lives as possible.

(10) Wallenberg created a new Swedish
passport, the Schutzpass, which looked more
imposing and official than the actual Swed-
ish passport. He reportedly put up huge place
cards of it throughout Budapest to make the
Nazis familiar with it. He unilaterally an-
nounced that it granted the holder immunity
from the death camps. The Schutzpasses
alone are credited with saving 20,000 Jewish
lives.

(11) In one example of his heroism,
Wallenberg was told of a Nazi plot to round
up several thousand Jewish women and acted
swiftly to save them. Former Wallenberg
staffer, Agnes Adachi, recalls the time when
she and other staff, spent the whole night
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making around 2,000 Schutzpasses before 6
a.m. They were all completed and personally
delivered to the women in time to save their
lives.

(12) Using the money the United States put
into the War Refugee Board, Wallenberg was
able to purchase about thirty buildings,
which he used as hospitals, schools, soup
kitchens, and safe houses for over 8,000 chil-
dren whose parents have already been de-
ported or killed.

(13) Tommy Lapid, a young boy who was
staying with his mother in a Swedish safe
house (his father was already dead), gave an
eyewitness account of how his family was
helped by Wallenberg and the War Refugee
Board: ‘‘One morning, a group of Hungarian
Fascists came into the house and said that
all the able-bodied women must go with
them. We knew what this meant. My mother
kissed me and I cried and she cried. We knew
we were parting forever and she left me
there, an orphan to all intents and purposes.
Then two or three hours later, to my amaze-
ment, my mother returned with the other
women. It seemed like a mirage, a miracle.
My mother was there—she was alive and she
was hugging me and kissing me, and she said
one word: Wallenberg.”’.

(14) Even as the war was coming to a close,
Wallenberg remained vigilant and attentive
to the people under his care. Adolf Eich-
mann, the SS colonel charged with the exter-
mination of Jews in Eastern Europe, was de-
termined to exterminate the 70,000 Jews kept
as prisoners in a guarded ghetto in Budapest.
As soon as Wallenberg heard of the plot, he
sent Pal Szalay, an Arrow-Crossman senior
official, who defected and turned to
Wallenberg. Szalay was sent to speak to Gen-
eral Schmidthuber, who was ordered to
spearhead the ghetto extermination in Buda-
pest. Szalay informed Schmidthuber that,
seeing as the war was coming to an end, if
the planned massacre took place, Wallenberg
would see to it personally that
Schmidthuber would be prosecuted as a war
criminal and hanged. The plans were ulti-
mately abandoned and considered
Wallenberg’s last big victory.

(15) Of the 120,000 Hungarian Jews that sur-
vived, Raoul Wallenberg, acting under the
War Refugee Board, is credited with saving
an estimated 100,000 of them in a six-month
period.

(16) Raoul Wallenberg’s fate remains a
mystery. In January 13, 1945, he contacted
the Russians in an effort to secure food for
the Jews under his protection—as he was
still working hard to protect them.

(17) In 1981, President Ronald Reagan made
Raoul Wallenberg an honorary citizen of the
United States, an honor only previously ex-
tended to Winston Churchill.

(18) These findings show that Raoul
Wallenberg showed exceptional heroism and
bravery with his actions during the holo-
caust. Working with the War Refugee Board,
a United State’s agency, he was able to save
about 100,000 Hungarian Jews, many of which
were later able to immigrate to the United
States.

(19) Indeed, hundreds of thousands of
American Jews can directly or indirectly at-
tribute their own lives to Raoul Wallenberg’s
actions during World War II. Many of the
people Wallenberg saved have been influen-
tial citizens contributing to American insti-
tutions and culture, including Congressman
Tom Lantos (February 1, 1928-February 11,
2008), Annette Lantos, and the Liska Rebbe,
Rabbi Yoizef (Joseph) Friedlander, who car-
ried forth the Liska Hassidic dynasty from
Hungary to the United States after being
saved by Raoul Wallenberg.

(20) His actions and character make him an
excellent contender for a Congressional Gold
Medal in time for the centennial of his birth,
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to celebrate his achievements and humani-
tarian accomplishments.
SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The
Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President pro tempore of the Senate
shall make appropriate arrangements for the
presentation, on behalf of the Congress, of a
gold medal of appropriate design to the next
of kin or personal representative of Raoul
Wallenberg, in recognition of his achieve-
ments and heroic actions during the Holo-
caust.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the purpose
of the presentation referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions to be determined by
the Secretary.

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

Under such regulations as the Secretary of
the Treasury may prescribe, the Secretary
may strike duplicate medals in bronze of the
gold medal struck pursuant to section 3 and
sell such duplicate medals at a price suffi-
cient to cover the costs of the duplicate med-
als (including labor, materials, dies, use of
machinery, overhead expenses) and the cost
of the gold medal.

SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
pursuant to this Act are national medals for
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) NuUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code,
all medals struck under this Act shall be
considered to be numismatic items.

SEC. 6. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS;
PROCEEDS OF SALE.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF CHARGES.—There is
authorized to be charged against the United
States Mint Public Enterprise Fund, such
amounts as may be necessary to pay for the
costs of the medals struck pursuant to this
Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals
under section 4 shall be deposited in the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) and the
gentleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
add extraneous material to the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3001, the Raoul Wallenberg Cen-
tennial Celebration Act, introduced by
my colleague, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS). This legislation, co-
sponsored by 301 of our colleagues, in-
cluding myself, seeks to authorize the
striking and awarding of a Congres-
sional Gold Medal honoring Raoul
Wallenberg in recognition of his her-
oism in saving tens of thousands of
lives in Nazi-occupied Budapest during
World War II. Mr. Wallenberg truly
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personified the definition of a humani-
tarian, a hero, and a defender of indi-
viduals facing persecution and near-
certain death at the hands of a truly
inhumane Nazi regime.

Born into an affluent Swedish family
of diplomats and bankers, Raoul
Wallenberg developed a keen interest
in foreign cultures and languages at an
early age. He became fluent in English,
French, German, and Russian, and
after graduating from high school at-
tended the University of Michigan to
study architecture. In 1936, a year after
graduation, he accepted a job at the
Central European Trading Company,
an export-import company with oper-
ations in Stockholm and Eastern Eu-
rope. He quickly became joint owner
and international director of the firm,
and traveled throughout Europe to as-
sist his boss, a Hungarian Jew. During
this period, Mr. Wallenberg immersed
himself in the Hungarian language and
culture and witnessed the Nazis’ in-
creasing stranglehold on Europe.

While Hungary was nominally an
Axis power, it sought a secret peace
pact with the Allies. When that was
discovered, Adolf Hitler invaded Hun-
gary in March of 1944. Under the Nazi
occupation, Hungarian Jews faced im-
mediate deportation to the Auschwitz-
Birkenau concentration camp in south-
ern Poland. Jews living in Budapest
desperately sought help from the em-
bassies of mneutral countries, which
could provide short-term identity
passes to escape the Nazis. The Swed-
ish delegation was successful in ensur-
ing that the provisional passes would
allow the bearers to be treated as
Swedish citizens, providing a great deal
of protection.

In 1944, the United States created the
War Refugee Board for the purposes of
rescuing European Jews from Nazi per-
secution. The Board worked -closely
with the Swedish delegation to locate a
Swedish national to spearhead a rescue
operation for Jews facing deportation.
Raoul Wallenberg, then a 32-year-old
prominent businessman who had a
keen familiarity with Hungary, was
given the daunting task. In July 1944,
when he arrived in Budapest as the
First Secretary of the Swedish delega-
tion, more than 400,000 Jewish citizens
already had been deported by SS Offi-
cer Adolf Eichmann. Only 230,000 Jews
were left.

Wallenberg succeeded in designing a
facsimile Swedish passport to be issued
to Jews trapped in Budapest. They
were authentic enough to pass the in-
spection of 1local officials, and
Wallenberg employed several hundred
workers, all of Jewish descent, to
produce and issue more than 10,000. He
also constructed more than 30 build-
ings that allowed more than 15,000 Jews
to find shelter under the banner of the
Swedish delegation. A Swedish flag
hung in front of every door, and resi-
dents in every building were granted
diplomatic immunity.

In November 1944, Eichmann began a
campaign of death marches, forcing
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large numbers of the remaining Hun-
garian Jews to march out of Germany
on foot. Wallenberg marched along
with them. He handed out provisional
passes, provided food, water, and medi-
cine, and bribed Nazi guards to free
those with passes, wielding the full au-
thority of the Swedish government.
For the persecuted who were deported
by train, Wallenberg issued provisional
passes on the train tracks, on the roofs,
and even inside the train cars them-
selves. In one of his most important ac-
complishments, he prevented Eich-
mann’s attempted massacre in Buda-
pest’s largest ghetto in January 1945.
At the risk of his own life, Wallenberg
used his diplomatic influence to secure
a note from a prominent official call-
ing off the massacre. Then, at the end
of the war, he was taken by the Soviet
army, allegedly for spying, and was
never heard from again. He is said to
have died in the KGB’s Lubyanka pris-
on in 1947.

Mr. Speaker, we remember Raoul
Wallenberg for his unwavering courage
in saving the lives of as many as 100,000
innocent men, women, and children.
Awarding the Congressional Gold
Medal to Mr. Wallenberg is the very
least that we can do to honor a man
who imperiled himself for a cause so
worthy. We can now examine, with
gratitude, a uniquely bright flame of
valor in a terribly dark period of world
history. Individuals such as Raoul
Wallenberg were willing to make the
ultimate sacrifice of life and livelihood
to serve the greater good of human-
kind. It is my hope that his efforts and
sacrifices will serve as an example for
all of us and for future generations.

Mr. Speaker, I urge immediate pas-
sage, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, April 16, 2012.
Hon. SPENCER BACHUS,
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services,
Rayburn House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BACHUS: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 3001, the ‘‘Raoul Wallenberg
Centennial Celebration Act,”” which is sched-
uled for floor action the week of April 16,
2012.

As you know, the Committee on Ways and
Means maintains jurisdiction over matters
that concern raising revenue. H.R. 3001 con-
tains a provision that provides for the sale of
duplicate medals, and thus falls within the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Ways and
Means.

However, as part of our ongoing under-
standing regarding commemorative coin and
medal bills and in order to expedite this bill
for floor consideration, the Committee will
forgo action. This is being done with the un-
derstanding that it does not in any way prej-
udice the Committee with respect to the ap-
pointment of conferees or its jurisdictional
prerogatives on this or similar legislation in
the future.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter, confirming this understanding with
respect to H.R. 3001, and would ask that a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
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ter be included in the Congressional Record
during floor consideration.
Sincerely,
DAVE CAMP,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, April 13, 2012.

Hon. DAVE CAMP,

Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Longworth House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CAMP: I am writing in re-
sponse to your letter regarding H.R. 3001, the
Raoul Wallenberg Centennial Celebration
Act, which is scheduled for Floor consider-
ation under suspension of the rules on Mon-
day, April 16, 2012.

I wish to confirm our mutual under-
standing on this bill. The bill contains a pro-
vision for a charge for the sale of duplicate
medals. I understand your concern with pro-
visions that raise revenue and accordingly
would fall under the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. However, the bill
is not expected to raise revenue.

Further, I appreciate your willingness to
forego action by the Committee on Ways and
Means on H.R. 3001 in order to allow the bill
to come to the Floor expeditiously. I agree
that your decision to forego further action
on this bill will not prejudice the Committee
on Ways and Means with respect to its juris-
dictional prerogatives on this or similar leg-
islation. Therefore, I would support your re-
quest for conferees on those provisions with-
in your jurisdiction should this bill be the
subject of a House-Senate conference.

I will include this exchange of letters in
the Congressional Record when this bill is
considered by the House. Thank you again
for your assistance and if you should need
anything further, please do not hesitate to
contact Natalie McGarry of my staff.

Sincerely,
SPENCER BACHUS,
Chairman.

Mr. MEEKS. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

I rise today in favor of H.R. 3001, the
Raoul Wallenberg Centennial Celebra-
tion Act. This bill will bestow the Con-
gressional Gold Medal on a hero who is
credited with saving thousands of lives
during the Nazi occupation of Hungary
in World War II. Raoul Wallenberg is
one of the truly inspiring figures of the
20th century. Many prominent Ameri-
cans owe their lives to Mr. Wallenberg
and his heroic actions, including my
friend and late colleague, Tom Lantos,
and his lovely wife, Annette. Through
the passage of this legislation, Con-
gress can honor a true humanitarian
for the sake of his family and the thou-
sands of survivors who owe their lives
to him.

Raoul Wallenberg, as my colleague
has just said, was a Swedish special
envoy to Budapest on a diplomatic mis-
sion established in collaboration with
the American War Refugee Board and
the American Jewish Joint Distribu-
tion Committee to initiate a rescue op-
eration for Jews in Nazi-occupied Hun-
gary. Over 150,000 Hungarian Jews had
already been deported to Nazi death
camps by the time Wallenberg arrived
in Budapest. But through his ingenuity
and even at times his bribing of others
through the issuance of fake Swedish
protective passes and sheltering in offi-
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cial Swedish diplomatic houses,
Wallenberg unrelentingly sought to
save Jews from Germans and their ac-
complices, risking his own life numer-
ous times in the process, while there
were others who were involved who
gave their lives in the process.

During the Soviet siege of Budapest,
Wallenberg was detained by Soviet au-
thorities on suspicion of espionage and
was never heard from again.
Wallenberg’s ultimate fate is unknown,
and awarding the Congressional Gold
Medal during this centennial celebra-
tion of his birth is the best opportunity
I believe we have to resolving the mys-
tery about Raoul Wallenberg’s ulti-
mate fate.

When we have a true hero—one who
inspires us to be the very best that we
can, one who says that we’re going to
rise above those individuals who mean
no good, one who says they will put
their own lives at stake so that others
may live—those are the individuals
that we need to honor; those are the in-
dividuals we need to bring to light so
that every child, every human being,
knows of those great heroic feats.
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Because indeed, Mr. Speaker, it is in-
dividuals like Raoul Wallenberg who
will take us to centuries yet to come
and bring us together as a human fam-
ily. So, I'm honored here today to put
forth this bill, and I'd like to thank the
over-300 colleagues here on the House
floor who have cosponsored this bill
and especially my colleague from New
York, NAN HAYWORTH, who has been ab-
solutely a delight to work with. As we
pursued this bill and working together
on the floor in getting signatures and
talking to our colleagues, I really en-
joyed immensely working with Con-
gresswoman HAYWORTH in bringing this
bill to the floor.

I also want to thank the Raoul
Wallenberg Centennial Celebration
Commission, headed by Ezra Fried-
lander, and the American Jewish Com-
mittee, the Jewish Federations of
North America, the Lantos Founda-
tion, the University of Michigan, and
the Hungarian and Swedish ambas-
sadors for all of their hard work on this
legislation to honor Wallenberg’s mem-
ory and to celebrate the innumerable
individuals who 1live today because
their relatives were saved through his
efforts. I ask my colleagues to vote in
favor of H.R. 3001 and award Raoul
Wallenberg the Congressional Gold
Medal.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
at this time, I would like to yield as
much time as she would consume to
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
HAYWORTH). As the gentleman from
New York indicated, she has worked
tirelessly on this issue and is one of the
most respected newest Members of our
body.

Ms. HAYWORTH. I thank our distin-
guished colleague from Missouri. Of
course, I reciprocate the sentiments
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that Congressman MEEKS has ex-
pressed. We share a State, and we share
a common vision that elevates all of us
as individuals and as a Nation and, in-
deed, as citizens of a world that so
much needs the acts of courage and
moral integrity that Raoul Wallenberg
brought to bear, that he represents for
all of us today.

It is such a privilege to work to-
gether with all of those who owe their
lives to Raoul Wallenberg’s action, in-
cluding a Member of our own body,
Congressman Tom Lantos, who now, of
course, is no longer with us in this
body; but he and his wife, Annette,
were spared as a result of Raoul
Wallenberg’s actions. Indeed, although
Mr. Wallenberg lived in the 20th cen-
tury, his life illuminates us in the 21st
century today, and his legacy is rep-
resented in the lives of a million de-
scendants around the world, including,
of course, here in the United States of
those whom Raoul Wallenberg saved.

It is an absolute privilege to have
brought this bill to the attention of
our colleagues and to have the enthusi-
astic support of so many who were very
happy to cosponsor this bill with Con-
gressman MEEKS and with me. So I am
delighted to think that it will, indeed,
bring us one step closer to bestowing
one of our highest civilian honors on a
man who has done so much for human-
ity and so much for America in so
many ways, Raoul Wallenberg.

Mr. MEEKS. I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. HAS-
TINGS).

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I thank
our good friend and colleague for yield-
ing, and I thank him and Ms.
HAYWORTH for their extraordinary
work in causing us to recognize Raoul
Wallenberg.

I came in contact with the name
Raoul Wallenberg and with the official
portrait that the Lantos Foundation
and others have put together, and I
just stand to say to you all that I vig-
orously support and was a cosponsor of
this measure. But more importantly, I
know that Tom would be looking down
today and thanking all of us, and later,
I'm sure with Mrs. Lantos, those that
gather would assuredly recognize the
extraordinary work that you did in
bringing this to the body. And as GREG-
ORY said, Raoul Wallenberg’s fate may
be unknown, but his fate today is
known, and that is that he saved a lot
of people, and he is rightly recognized
by us for that.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
at this time, I'd like to yield to the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON)
as much time as he would consume.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I want to
thank NAN and my good friend, GREG
MEEKS, for introducing this bill. GREG
and I recently were in Budapest, and
we were there for a celebration at the
statue of Raoul Wallenberg; and it is
something that I'll never forget. It was
a good time and a very important time.

What do you say about somebody
like Raoul Wallenberg or Schindler?
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These people risked their lives to save
people who were going to be Kkilled,
going to be put in gas chambers, never
to be heard from again. And 6 million
people died because there weren’t more
people like Raoul Wallenberg and
Schindler.

So, I just want to say I've heard from
my colleagues today the things that I
would like to have said, and they said
it very well; but I just say, in closing,
thank God that there are people who
are willing to risk their lives to help
their fellow man. There just aren’t
enough of them. When I look around
the world and see the horrible trage-
dies that are taking place in Africa and
elsewhere, it makes you wonder if
we’re ever going to see people like that
again, but thank God we have some-
body like Raoul Wallenberg.

Mr. MEEKS. I just want to thank the
chairman of the European sub-
committee for recalling that great day
we did have in Budapest at the statue
of Raoul Wallenberg. It was a great
moment and a solemn moment. When
you think about Raoul Wallenberg and
when you think about the over 300
Members of this body that are cospon-
soring it, today what Raoul Wallenberg
is doing is bringing us together. Yet
today, Raoul Wallenberg as well, even
here in the House as we look and work
unanimously on this bill, is bringing
people together from all parts of the
world, from all kinds of backgrounds,
saying that we are standing together
for what is right and for a better to-
mMoOrrow.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time at
this point, and yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in strong support of my colleague Mr.
MEEKS’ bill to award Raoul Wallenberg a Con-
gressional Gold Medal in recognition of his he-
roic action in saving the lives of Jews in Hun-
gary during the Holocaust.

Few people could be more deserving of a
Congressional Gold Medal than Raoul
Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat stationed in
Budapest with the American War Refugee
Board, who, at great risk to himself, is credited
with saving the lives of approximately 100,000
Jews. In the closing months of World War I,
Wallenberg issued Swedish passports to
Jews, and was instrumental in preventing the
extermination of the Nazi-created Jewish ghet-
to in Budapest. Many moving stories are told
of the depth of his personal concern for the
Jews of Hungary, living under threat of
death—and of his fortitude and tireless energy
in resisting the monstrous plans of the Nazis.

Mr. Speaker, I'd also like to draw attention
to H. Res. 610, a resolution | introduced, with
my colleague Mr. TURNER of New York, on the
fate of Raoul Wallenberg. As Mr. MEEKS’ bill
points out, “the fate of Raoul Wallenberg re-
mains a mystery.” Yet in this mystery we have
a few clues—he was arrested by Soviet forces
in Hungary in 1945, and, without going into
detail on the subsequent Soviet explanations
of what happened to him in their custody, we
can certainly say that they are incomplete, in-
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consistent, and unreliable. We have more than
sufficient reason to suspect that the Soviet
government has never dealt frankly In explain-
ing what happened to Wallenberg. Most peo-
ple knowledgeable about the case believe that
the Soviet government executed Wallenberg.
So my and Mr. TURNER’s resolution asks the
President and Secretary of State to press the
Russian government for a full and complete
accounting of Wallenberg’'s fate. Certainly
sixty-seven years after Wallenberg’'s dis-
appearance, and twenty-two after the demise
of the Soviet Union, this is long overdue.

| thank my friend Mr. MEEKS FOR his bill to
award Wallenberg the Congressional Gold
Medal, and urge my colleagues to support it.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
as a cosponsor of H.R. 3001 to reiterate my
support for awarding a Congressional Gold
Medal to Raoul Wallenberg for his heroic and
brave actions during the holocaust that re-
sulted in the saving of 100,000 Hungarian
Jewish lives.

During World War |l, Raoul Wallenberg at
the age of 31 was sent to Budapest to serve
as a Swedish diplomat. The Holocaust was
underway throughout Europe and he was in-
structed by his government to use the tools of
his office, including passports and other cre-
ative means, to save as many lives as pos-
sible. Wallenberg devised a new Swedish
passport, the Schutzpass, especially for the
purpose of protecting Hungarian Jews. He de-
signed it to look more imposing and official
than the actual Swedish passport. The
Schutzpass granted the bearer immunity from
being sent to the death camps and is credited
with saving 20,000 Jewish lives.

Through this and other actions, Wallenberg
helped save 100,000 of the 120,000 Hun-
garian Jews that survived the holocaust in
Hungary and hundreds of thousands of Amer-
ican Jews can directly or indirectly attribute
their own lives to his efforts. In recognition of
these efforts, in 1981, President Ronald
Reagan made Raoul Wallenberg an honorary
citizen of the United States, an honor only pre-
viously extended to Winston Churchill.

| ask my colleagues to join me in support of
this legislation in the memory of Raoul
Wallenberg and in recognition of his bravery
and for the many lives he helped save during
World War II.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3001.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——
O 1620
LENA HORNE RECOGNITION ACT

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1815) to posthumously award
a Congressional Gold Medal to Lena
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Horne in recognition of her achieve-
ments and contributions to American
culture and the civil rights movement.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1815

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lena Horne
Recognition Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds as follows:

(1) Lena Mary Calhoun Horne was born on
June 30, 1917, in Brooklyn, New York.

(2) At the age of 16, Lena Horne was hired
as a dancer in the chorus of Harlem’s famous
Cotton Club, where she was introduced to
such legendary jazz performers as Duke
Ellington, Cab Calloway, Count Basie, Ethel
Waters, and Billie Holiday.

(3) In 1940, Lena Horne became one of the
first African-American women to perform
with an all-White band when she toured with
Charlie Barnet’s jazz band as its featured
singer.

(4) Lena Horne was discovered by a Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM) talent scout and be-
came the first Black artist to sign a long-
term contract with a major studio.

(5) Despite her extraordinary beauty and
talent, Lena Horne was often limited to
minor acting roles because of her race.

(6) Scenes in which she did sing were cut
out when they were sent to local distributors
in the South and studio executives cast Ava
Gardner as Julie in the film version of Show
Boat instead of Lena Horne because they did
not want it to star a Black actress.

(7) However, Lena Horne dazzled audiences
and critics in a number of films, including
Cabin in the Sky and Stormy Weather.

(8) During World War II, Lena Horne
toured extensively with the United Service
Organizations (USO) on the West Coast and
in the South in support of the troops and ex-
pressed outrage about the way Black soldiers
were treated.

(9) She refused to sing for segregated audi-
ences or to groups in which German pris-
oners of war were seated in front of African-
American servicemen.

(10) During the period of McCarthyism in
the 1950s, Lena Horne was blacklisted as a
communist for 7 years because of her civil
rights activism and friendship with Paul
Robeson and W.E.B. Du Bois.

(11) Although Lena Horne continued to
face discrimination, her musical and acting
career flourished.

(12) In 1957, Lena Horne recorded Lena
Horne at the Waldorf-Astoria, which reached
the Top 10 and became the best-selling album
by a female singer in RCA Victor’s history.

(13) Lena Horne rose to international star-
dom and toured the world, sharing the stage
with such names as Count Basie, Tony Ben-
nett, Billy Eckstein, Vic Damone, and Harry
Belafonte and also starred in musical and
television specials with such giants as Judy
Garland, Bing Crosby, and Frank Sinatra.

(14) Lena Horne used her fame to become a
powerful voice for civil rights and equality.

(15) In 1963, she participated in the historic
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom,
at which Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. deliv-
ered his immortal ‘I Have a Dream’ speech.

(16) Lena Horne also performed at rallies
throughout the country for the National
Council for Negro Women and worked with
the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP), of which
she was a member since the age of 2, the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women, the Delta
Sigma Theta sorority, and the TUrban
League.
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(17) Through the end of the 20th century,
Lena Horne continued to entertain large au-
diences of all ages and backgrounds and ap-
peared on numerous television shows, includ-
ing Sesame Street, Sanford and Son, The
Muppet Show, The Cosby Show, and A Dif-
ferent World.

(18) In 1978, she was in the film adaption of
The Wiz.

(19) In 1981, Ms. Horne captivated audiences
with her one-woman Broadway show, Lena
Horne: The Lady and Her Music, which en-
joyed a 14-month run before going on tour
and earned her a special Tony and two
Grammy awards.

(20) In 2002, 73 years after the Academy
Awards were first awarded, Halle Berry be-
came the first Black woman to win an Oscar
for Best Actress and recognized in her ac-
ceptance speech how Lena Horne paved the
way for her and other Black actresses.

(21) Lena Horne passed away in New York
City on May 9, 2010, at the age of 92.

(22) Lena Horne was an entertainer, activ-
ist, and mother who used her beauty, talent,
and intelligence to fight racial discrimina-
tion and injustice and rise to international
stardom.

(23) A symbol of elegance and grace, she
entertained people of all walks of life for
over 60 years and broke barriers for future

generations.
SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.
(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The

Speaker of the House of Representatives and
the President pro tempore of the Senate
shall make appropriate arrangements for the
posthumous presentation, on behalf of the
Congress, of a gold medal of appropriate de-
sign in commemoration of Lena Horne in
recognition of her achievements and con-
tributions to American culture and the civil
rights movement.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of
the presentation referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (referred
to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined
by the Secretary.

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck pur-
suant to section 2 under such regulations as
the Secretary may prescribe, at a price suffi-
cient to cover the cost thereof, including
labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and
overhead expenses, and the cost of the gold
medal.

SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS.

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—The medals struck
pursuant to this Act are national medals for
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code,
all medals struck under this Act shall be
considered to be numismatic items.

SEC. 6. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS;
PROCEEDS OF SALE.

(a) AUTHORITY To USE FUND AMOUNTS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund,
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for
the costs of the medals struck pursuant to
this Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 3 shall be deposited
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) and the
gentleman from New York (Mr. MEEKS)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and
add extraneous material to this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of H.R. 1815, the
Lena Horne Recognition Act, intro-
duced by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. HASTINGS).

This legislation, cosponsored by 308
Members, seeks to authorize the strik-
ing and awarding of a Congressional
Gold Medal in recognition of the in-
domitable spirit and overwhelming
voice of the great singer Lena Horne.

Few singers have captured the imagi-
nation, the ear, and the spirit of the
country as did Lena Horne in her mag-
nificent career. Fewer still did that
while waging a tireless battle for civil
rights through the 1940s, 1950s, and
1960s. Ms. Horne was perhaps the top
nightclub singer of that era, but still
found time to come here for Dr. Martin
Luther King’s March on Washington—
and she was also at an NAACP rally in
Jackson, Mississippi, alongside Medgar
Evers on the weekend he was assas-
sinated.

From her earliest performing days—
at 16, in 1933, at the famous Cotton
Club—until her very last performance
in a Duke Ellington tribute album in
2000, her performances riveted audi-
ences. She won a handful of Grammy
awards and a Tony award, and she was
nominated for other Tonys and for an
Emmy as well as a large number of per-
sonal achievement and civil rights
awards.

Lena Horne appeared multiple times
on all of the big television variety
shows of the fifties and sixties, and of
course, later in her career, hosted her
own long-running, one-woman show on
Broadway. She also acted in numerous
films, including ‘‘Stormy Weather,” in
which she performed what many
thought to be her signature song of the
same name. Sadly, despite her ability
and her beauty, she never landed a
starring role.

Mr. Speaker, Lena Horne’s magnifi-
cent voice and steadfast fight for civil
rights make her a worthy recipient of
the Congressional Gold Medal. I salute
her, and congratulate the gentleman
from Florida for his effort on this legis-
lation. I urge its immediate passage,
and reserve the balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, April 16, 2012.

Hon. SPENCER BACHUS,

Chairman, Committee on Financial Services,
Rayburn House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BACHUS: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 1815, the ‘‘Lena Horne Recogni-
tion Act,” which is scheduled for floor action
the week of April 16, 2012.
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As you know, the Committee on Ways and
Means maintains jurisdiction over matters
that concern raising revenue. H.R. 1815 con-
tains a provision that provides for the sale of
duplicate medals, and thus falls within the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Ways and
Means.

However, as part of our ongoing under-
standing regarding commemorative coin and
medal bills and in order to expedite this hill
for floor consideration, the Committee will
forgo action. This is being done with the un-
derstanding that it does not in any way prej-
udice the Committee with respect to the ap-
pointment of conferees or its jurisdictional
prerogatives on this or similar legislation in
the future.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter, confirming this understanding with
respect to H.R. 1815, and would ask that a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter be included in the Congressional Record
during floor consideration.

Sincerely,
DAVE CAMP,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington DC, April 13, 2012.

Hon. DAVE CAMP,

Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Longworth House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CAMP: I am writing in re-
sponse to your letter regarding H.R. 1815, the
Lena Horne Recognition Act, which is sched-
uled for Floor consideration under suspen-
sion of the rules on Monday, April 16, 2012.

I wish to confirm our mutual under-
standing on this bill. The bill contains a pro-
vision for a charge for the sale of duplicate
medals. I understand your concern with pro-
visions that raise revenue and accordingly
would fall under the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. However, this
bill is not expected to raise revenue.

Further, I appreciate your willingness to
forego action by the Committee on Ways and
Means on H.R. 1815 in order to allow the bill
to come to the Floor expeditiously. I agree
that your decision to forego further action
on this bill will not prejudice the Committee
on Ways and Means with respect to its juris-
dictional prerogatives on this or similar leg-
islation. Therefore, I would support your re-
quest for conferees on those provisions with-
in your jurisdiction should this bill be the
subject of a House-Senate conference.

I will include this exchange of letters in
the Congressional Record when this bill is
considered by the House. Thank you again
for your assistance and if you should need
anything further, please do not hesitate to
contact Natalie McGarry of my staff.

Sincerely,
SPENCER BACHUS,
Chairman.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Today, I rise to speak in favor of H.R.
1815, the Lena Horne Recognition Act,
introduced by my good friend and col-
league from the great State of Florida,
Congressman ALCEE HASTINGS, to
honor and posthumously award the
Congressional Gold Medal, one of our
Nation’s highest civilian awards, to the
great Lena Horne.

Lena Horne is known to many as a
uniquely talented performer who daz-
zled audiences on stage and on the sil-
ver screen. She was a symbol of ele-
gance and grace; and she entertained
people of all walks of life for over 60
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years and broke barriers for future gen-
erations, winning numerous awards
and accolades as a trailblazing African
American female performer.

When I think of just yesterday that
Major League Baseball, during that
era, honored Jackie Robinson—a pio-
neer and professional baseball player—
it’s a breakthrough. But during that
same period of time, Lena Horne was
on the entertainment stage with such
grace during a time when it was dif-
ficult for her as an African American
to travel—places to stay, places to
eat—but yet always with that ele-
gance, with that grace, with her beau-
ty, she would perform and entertain
but stay true to herself, understanding
that she was going to have a better to-
morrow for those who followed in her
path. She was a trailblazer, making it
easier for people to follow.

If you think about the times that we
had during that period, you had to be
extra special. That’s who she was. I can
recall, even as my mother sat, she had
to smile, because as soon as you said
the name, my father would smile be-
cause of the beauty and the glory of
Lena Horne. Anytime you heard Lena
Horne on the radio, he would stop to
listen to her voice. And when she was
on television later, everything else in
the house had to halt so that we could
watch the elegant Lena Horne.

So when we think about the preju-
dice and discrimination that she had
throughout her life but how she per-
severed and ultimately used her talent
and fame to become a powerful voice
for the civil rights movement and
equality, it is for those reasons I con-
gratulate my friend, ALCEE HASTINGS,
for bringing this bill forward.

Lena Horne lived in New York. In
fact, a good friend of mine, a good per-
sonal friend of mine, lives in her old
home now that’s been landmarked and
designated in Addisleigh Park, Queens,
which is the heart of my district.

So, Mr. Speaker, today I call on my
colleagues to join me in voting in favor
of H.R. 1815, to award the elegant, the
beautiful Lena Horne the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor for her out-
standing accomplishments and her con-
tributions to American culture and so-
ciety.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
we have no further speakers at this
time. I will continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. HAS-
TINGS) such time as he may consume.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I thank
my good friend for yielding the time,
he and Mr. LUETKEMEYER for bringing
the measure forward.

I especially want to acknowledge
Chairman SPENCER BACHUS and Rank-
ing Member BARNEY FRANK, as well as
their respective staffs, for helping us in
this matter. And a special shout-out to
TiM ScoTT. Like Ms. HAYWORTH helped
you with Raoul Wallenberg, TiM and
Jennifer DeCasper, from his office,
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helped me to gain the number of signa-
tures, as well as to acknowledge my
young staffer, Erin Moffet, who learned
an awful lot about Lena Horne along
the way.

Mr. Speaker, obviously I'm in strong
support of H.R. 1815, the Lena Horne
Recognition Act, a bill to post-
humously honor Lena Horne with a
Congressional Gold Medal in recogni-
tion of her many achievements and
contributions to American culture and
the civil rights movement.

I personally felt that I could not
allow time to pass without honoring
the life and legacy of Ms. Horne, who
passed away on May 9, 2010, at the age
of 92. Throughout her lifetime, Ms.
Horne used her talent and fame to be-
come a powerful voice for civil rights
and equality.

It was quite a journey to get this leg-
islation to the floor given the require-
ment that at least 290 Members of the
House must cosponsor the bill. I intro-
duced this bill on May 10, 2011, with the
support from 23 other Members, and
I'm proud to say today that there are
now 308 bipartisan cosponsors, and the
measure is also offered in the United
States Senate.

While asking my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation to award Lena
Horne with the Congressional Gold
Medal, I was, in some respects, a little
disappointed to see that too many peo-
ple, both Members and staff, were not
aware of who this remarkable woman
was.

I hope that we can pass H.R. 1815
today and that the Senate will then
subsequently pass this legislation and
the President will sign this bill into
law so that Lena Horne’s legacy will fi-
nally be given the recognition it right-
ly deserves by posthumously awarding
her with the Congressional Gold Medal.
I know her daughter and members of
the family—her daughter, Gail Lumet
Buckley, I promised that I would call
when it passed, and I shall.

Lena Horne was the recipient of the
Kennedy Center Honor for her lifetime
contribution to the arts in 1984, and in
1989 she received a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Grammy Award. She has two
stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame
for her work in both motion pictures
and recording. Additionally, she has a
footprint on the International Civil
Rights Walk of Fame at the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. National Historic Site.

Although these and other monu-
mental awards and honors were be-
stowed upon her, Ms. Horne’s life was
not a story of smooth sailing. Her life
was too often plagued by stormy
weather, which ironically was the title
of her signature song and one of the
major films that she starred in. Foot-
note there: I was in the third grade in
Jersey City, New Jersey, and my moth-
er let me stay out of school to see my
first motion picture, and I have a mem-
ory of it today that stayed with me
throughout that time.

Born on June 30, 1917, in Brooklyn—
not in Queens, GREGORY—Lena Mary
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Calhoun Horne broke racial barriers
through her career as a singer, dancer,
and actress for 60 years.
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Ms. Horne got her start at the age of
16 when she was hired as a chorus danc-
er at Harlem’s famous Cotton Club.
Then, at 19, she made her Broadway
debut in dancing a feature role in
“Dance With Your Gods.”

Her path to stardom then led her to
tour with Charlie Barnett’s jazz band
in the early 1940s, when she became one
of the first black women to tour with
an all-white band.

A few years later, after starting her
career as a singer and a dancer, Ms.
Horne was discovered by a Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer talent scout, and
moved to Hollywood to be an actress,
becoming the first black artist to sign
a long-term contract with a major stu-
dio.

Even given her extraordinary beauty
and elegance and talent, she was often
limited to minor acting roles because
of her race. Among many lost opportu-
nities was the role of Julie in the film
adaptation of ‘““‘Show Boat.”

Ms. Horne had previously played this
role in an adaptation of act 1 of ‘““Show
Boat’” that was featured in the 1946
film ‘“Till the Clouds Roll By.” But due
to the Motion Picture Production Code
not allowing the depiction of inter-
racial relationships in film, the distin-
guished and famous Ava Gardner was
cast in this role instead of L.ena Horne.

Her fame in films was also limited
due to the fact that during that time,
many films were shot so that scenes in
which black performers were featured
could be easily edited out for Southern
audiences. Even facing such discrimi-
nation, Ms. Horne’s perseverance al-
lowed her to overcome such obstacles
and led her to dazzle audiences and
critics in a number of major films.

Her lead roles included those in the
musical ‘‘Cabin in the Sky” and the
box office hit ‘‘Stormy Weather,”
where Ms. Horne’s remarkable perform-
ance of the title song in ‘‘Stormy
Weather” became one of her most nota-
ble songs throughout her career. On
her last tour, I saw her in Ft. Lauder-
dale, and she sang three iterations of
that song; and the last one, indeed, as
she said, was the most powerful. These
two roles increased her visibility as
well as sealed her legacy in the music
and film industry.

The struggle for equal and fair treat-
ment became an inseparable and in-
creasingly political part of Ms. Horne’s
life even outside of the film industry.
She toured extensively with the United
Service Organizations in support of
U.S. troops during World War II, where
she was a major critic of the unfair
treatment of black soldiers. Outspoken
on the issue, Ms. Horne refused to sing
for segregated audiences or to groups
in which German prisoners of war were
seated in front of the black U.S. serv-
icemen.

Due to her civil rights activism on
issues such as these, as well as her
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friendship with Paul Robeson and
W.E.B. DuBois, Ms. Horne found herself
blacklisted during the period of McCar-
thyism.

While she continued to face discrimi-
nation in the film industry in the fif-
ties, her career flourished in television
and on nightclub stages across the
country. During this time, she re-
turned to her roots as a vocalist and
established herself as a major record-
ing artist.

In 1957, she recorded ‘‘Lena Horne at
the Waldorf-Astoria,”” which became
the best-selling album by a female
singer in RCA Victor’s history. Ms.
Horne used the talent and fame she
achieved through such acclaims to be-
come a powerful voice for civil rights
and equality. In 1963, she participated
in the historic March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom at which Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his
immortal ‘I Have a Dream’’ speech.

She also performed at rallies
throughout the country for the Na-
tional Council for Negro Women, and
worked with the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, the NAACP, of which she was the
cover girl for their monthly bulletin at
age 2.

Following her blacklisting from film
in the fifties and disillusionment with
the industry, Ms. Horne only returned
to the screen three more times fol-
lowing the McCarthyism era, one of
which was the film adaptation of ‘“The
Wiz,” in which she was cast as Glinda
the Good Witch.

Then in 1981, Ms. Horne finally re-
ceived the big break she had waited for
her whole life, a one-woman Broadway
show. ‘“Liena Horne: The Lady and Her
Music” was the culmination of her tri-
umphs and struggles. It enjoyed a 14-
month run before going on tour and
earned her a special Tony award for
distinguished achievement in theater
and two Grammys.

At the age of 80, Ms. Horne made the
following statement, which I believe
appropriately captures her legacy; and,
Gail, this one is for you.

She stated that:

My identity is very clear to me now. I am
a black woman. I'm free. I no longer have to
be a credit. I don’t have to be a symbol to
anybody. I don’t have to be a first to any-
body. I don’t have to be an imitation of a
white woman that Hollywood sort of hoped
I'd become. I'm me, and I'm like nobody else.

Mr. Speaker, Lena Horne was an ex-
traordinary woman who refused to give
up her dreams because of the color of
her skin, and used her beauty, talent,
elegance, and intelligence to fight ra-
cial discrimination. Her perseverance
and accomplishments are truly inspira-
tional, having taught us all how to
weather the stormy periods of our
lives.

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of H.R. 1815, the Lena Horne Recogni-
tion Act, so that we may honor the life
and legacy of Ms. Lena Horne with a
Congressional Gold Medal and through
this recognition inspire others with her
story.

April 16, 2012

Someone wrote today, what do Lena
Horne and Jack Nicklaus and Raoul
Wallenberg have in common? It’s my
hope that what they will have in com-
mon today is each will be recognized
for their distinguished achievements
and heroic acts on behalf of our soci-
ety.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1815.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

——————

PROVIDING FOR AWARD OF GOLD
MEDAL TO JACK NICKLAUS

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4040) to provide for the award
of a gold medal on behalf of Congress
to Jack Nicklaus in recognition of his
service to the nation in promoting ex-
cellence and good sportsmanship in
golf.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4040

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) Jack Nicklaus is a world famous golf
professional, a highly successful business ex-
ecutive, a prominent advertising spokesman,
a devoted husband, father, and grandfather,
and a man with a common touch that has
made him one of those most popular and ac-
cessible public figures in history.

(2) Jack Nicklaus amassed 118 victories in
professional competition of national or
international stature by the end of 2005, 73 of
which came on the Professional Golf Asso-
ciation Tour, and 18 professional major-
championship titles. He is the only player in
golf history to have won each major cham-
pionship at least three times and is the only
player to complete a career ‘‘Grand Slam’’
on the regular and senior tours.

(3) Jack Nicklaus’ magnetic personality
and unfailing sense of kindness and thought-
fulness have endeared him to millions
throughout the world.

(4) Jack Nicklaus has been the recipient of
countless athletic honors, including the Mu-
hammad Ali Sports Legend Award and the
first-ever ESPY Lifetime Achievement
Award. He became the first golfer and only
the third athlete to receive the Vince
Lombardi Award of Excellence and is also a
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five-time winner of the PGA Player of the
Year Award. He was also selected as Golfer
of the Century by GOLF Magazine, Best Indi-
vidual Male Athlete of the 20th Century and
Sportsman of the Year by Sports Illustrated,
and he was also inducted into the World Golf
Hall of Fame.

(6) Jack Nicklaus has received numerous
honors outside the world of sports, including
several architectural awards for his work in
golf course designs, such as The Old Tom
Morris Award which is the highest honor
given by the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America, and both the Donald
Ross Award given by the American Society
of Golf Course Architects and the Don A.
Rossi Award given by the Golf Course Build-
ers Association of America.

(6) Jack Nicklaus has been involved in the
design of 275 golf courses worldwide and his
business, Nicklaus Design, has 346 courses
open for play globally.

(7) Jack Nicklaus served as the Global Am-
bassador for a campaign to include golf in
the Olympic Games, which was achieved and
will begin in the 2016 Olympic Program.

(8) Jack Nicklaus was honored by Presi-
dent George W. Bush in 2005 by receiving the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest
honor given to any U.S. civilian.

(9) Jack Nicklaus has a long standing com-
mitment to numerous charitable events such
as supporting the Nicklaus Children’s Health
Care Foundation, which provides pediatric
health care services in a five county area in-
cluding Palm Beach County, Florida, has as-
sisted in raising over $12 million in just five
years for the cause, and continues to support
several scholarship foundations, other chil-
dren’s hospitals, and junior golf initiatives.

(10) Jack Nicklaus continues to manage
The Memorial Tournament in his home state
of Ohio, in which contributions generated
through the support of over 2,600 volunteers
are given to Nationwide Children’s Hospital
fund. This has garnered more than $5.7 mil-
lion for programs and services at this hos-
pital since 1976, so that Central Ohio will
continue to have one of the best children’s
hospitals in the United States.

(11) Jack Nicklaus and his wife serve as
honorary chairman and active chairwoman
of the Nicklaus Children’s Health Care Foun-
dation in North Palm Beach, Florida, which
provides free of charge health assistance and
services to more than 4,000 children and their
families through Child Life programs (sup-
port therapeutic interventions for children
with chronic and acute conditions during
hospitalization), Miami Children’s Hospital
Nicklaus Care Centers (to offer a new option
to Palm Beach County area families with
children who require pediatric specialty
care), and Safe Kids program (aimed at keep-
ing children injury free and offer safety edu-
cation in an effort to decrease accidental in-
juries in children).

(12) Jack Nicklaus established an annual
pro-am golf tournament called ‘“The Jake”
to honor his 17-month-old grandson who
passed in 2005, and it serves as a primary
fundraiser for the Nicklaus Children’s Health
Care Foundation, which has raised over $3
million over the last several years.

(13) Jack Nicklaus and General John
Shalikashvili (ret.) serve as honorary chairs
of the American Lake Veterans Golf Course
in Tacoma, Washington, which is designed
for the rehabilitation of wounded and dis-
abled veterans. Nicklaus has donated his de-
sign services for the improvement of the
course, and raised contributions for the addi-
tion of nine new holes, the construction of
the Rehabilitation and Learning Center, and
for the upgrade of the maintenance facilities
through a two-day event in Palm Desert, CA,
called the ‘‘Nicklaus Nine’’.
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(14) Jack Nicklaus serves as a spokesperson
and Trustee for The First Tee program which
brings the game of golf to children who
would not otherwise be exposed to it.

(156) Jack Nicklaus remains active in tour-
nament golf, although he retired from com-
petition in the major championships in 2005,
when he played his final British Open, his
final Masters Tournament, and led the
United States to a thrilling victory in the
Presidents Cup.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the President
pro tempore of the Senate shall make appro-
priate arrangements for the presentation, on
behalf of the Congress, of a gold medal of ap-
propriate design to Jack Nicklaus in recogni-
tion of his service to the Nation in pro-
moting excellence and good sportsmanship.

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the purpose
of the presentation referred to in subsection
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury shall
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems,
devices, and inscriptions to be determined by
the Secretary.

SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

Under such regulations as the Secretary of
the Treasury may prescribe, the Secretary
may strike duplicate medals in bronze of the
gold medal struck pursuant to section 2 and
sell such duplicate medals at a price suffi-
cient to cover the costs of the duplicate med-
als (including labor, materials, dies, use of
machinery, overhead expenses) and the cost
of the golf medal.

SEC. 4. NATIONAL MEDALS.

The medals struck under this Act are na-
tional medals for purposes of chapter 51 of
title 31, United States Code.

SEC. 5. FUNDING.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be charged against the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund
an amount not to exceed $30,000 to pay for
the cost of the medals authorized by this
Act.

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals
under section 3 shall be deposited in the
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. BACA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and
add extraneous material on this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 4040,
awarding a Congressional Gold Medal
to Jack Nicklaus. It is an honor and a
privilege to be speaking on this bill
brought to the floor by the efforts of
my friend and colleague from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BAcA) and cosponsored by
342 Members. I commend the gen-
tleman for his work on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, we all know Jack
Nicklaus is one of the best golfers of all
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time, but he also has been so much
more than that. Jack Nicklaus is a suc-
cessful businessman, a spokesman, a
devoted father and grandfather, and
one of the warmest, kindest public fig-
ures in history.

Jack Nicklaus, the golfer, has been
the recipient of countless athletic
awards and honors. He is the only play-
er in golf history to win each major
championship at least three times, and
the only player to win the Grand Slam
on the regular and senior tours. A five-
time PGA Player of the Year, he be-
came the first golfer to win the Vince
Lombardi trophy for excellence and has
been inducted in the World Golf Hall of
Fame, just to name a few of his
achievements.

Jack Nicklaus is also a humani-
tarian. He has built an impressive
record of giving to the world, estab-
lishing, managing and serving as the
face of charities, golf tournaments and
campaigns that raise funds to help peo-
ple in need all over the world.
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He established the pro-am golf tour-
nament called The Jake in honor of his
young grandson who died in 2005. It
serves as a primary fundraiser for the
Nicklaus Children’s Health Care Foun-
dation. He is an honorary chairman of
a golf course designed for the rehabili-
tation of wounded and disabled vet-
erans. He is a spokesperson and trustee
for The First Tee program that brings
golf to children who would not other-
wise be exposed to it.

Jack Nicklaus, the entrepreneur, has
been involved in the design of more
than 275 golf courses, and has been the
recipient of the Old Tom Morris Award
in golf course design, which is the high-
est award given by golf course super-
intendents. He has been given the Don-
ald Ross Award by the American Soci-
ety of Golf Course Architects and the
Don A. Rossi Award by the Gold Course
Builders Association of America.

Jack Nicklaus was given the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom by President
George W. Bush in 2005, the highest
Presidential honor given to any U.S.
civilian.

By approving this legislation, Con-
gress will move forward to award the
highest congressional civilian honor.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation cele-
brates the accomplishments of a man
who is honored by many for his
achievements in a life very well lived.
I ask all Members to support it.

I reserve the balance of my time.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,

Washington, DC, April 16, 2012.
Hon. SPENCER BACHUS,
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BACHUS, I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 4040, to award a congressional
gold medal to Jack Nicklaus, which is sched-
uled for floor action the week of April 16,
2012.

As you know, the Committee on Ways and
Means maintains jurisdiction over matters
that concern raising revenue. H.R. 4040 con-
tains a provision that provides for the sale of
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duplicate medals, and thus falls within the
jurisdiction of the Committee on Ways and
Means.

However, as part of our ongoing under-
standing regarding commemorative coin and
medal bills and in order to expedite this bill
for floor consideration, the Committee will
forgo action. This is being done with the un-
derstanding that it does not in any way prej-
udice the Committee with respect to the ap-
pointment of conferees or its jurisdictional
prerogatives on this or similar legislation in
the future.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter, confirming this understanding with
respect to H.R. 4040, and would ask that a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter be included in the Congressional Record
during floor consideration.

Sincerely,
DAVE CAMP,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, April 13, 2012.
Hon. DAVE CAMP,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CAMP: I am writing in re-
sponse to your letter regarding H.R. 4040, to
award a gold medal on behalf of Congress to
Jack Nicklaus in recognition of his service
to the Nation in promoting excellence and
good sportsmanship in golf, which is sched-
uled for Floor consideration under suspen-
sion of the rules on Monday, April 16, 2012.

I wish to confirm our mutual under-
standing on this bill. The bill contains a pro-
vision for a charge for the sale of duplicate
medals. I understand your concern with pro-
visions that raise revenue and accordingly
would fall under the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. However, this
bill is not expected to raise revenue.

Further, I appreciate your willingness to
forego action by the Committee on Ways and
Means on H.R. 4040 in order to allow the bill
to come to the Floor expeditiously. I agree
that your decision to forego further action
on this bill will not prejudice the Committee
on Ways and Means with respect to its juris-
dictional prerogatives on this or similar leg-
islation. Therefore, I would support your re-
quest for conferees on those provisions with-
in your jurisdiction should this bill be the
subject of a House-Senate conference.

I will include this exchange of letters in
the Congressional Record when this bill is
considered by the House. Thank you again
for your assistance and if you should need
anything further, please do not hesitate to
contact Natalie McGarry of my staff at 202—
225-7502.

Sincerely,
SPENCER BACHUS,
Chairman.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

First, I would like to thank Finan-
cial Services Committee Chairman
SPENCER BACHUS and Ranking Member
BARNEY FRANK for their effort to move
this bill forward. Also, I want to thank
my colleagues who helped me get 342
signatures. I want to thank ToM ROO-
NEY and DUNCAN HUNTER and, of course,
DAN BURTON in trying to help us get
the 342 cosponsors.

I also wanted to thank Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER for his support of this legisla-
tion and all of my colleagues who be-
came cosponsors of this legislation.

Today, I rise in strong support of
H.R. 4040, to honor Jack Nicklaus, the
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Golden Bear, with the Congressional
Gold Medal. Jack Nicklaus’ golf record
is one that history will remember for-
ever.

He was born on January 21, 1940, in
Columbus, Ohio. He attended Ohio
State University, and turned profes-
sional in 1961, which happens to be
from the same State that the Speaker,
JOHN BOEHNER, is from.

As a family man, he remains com-
mitted to the core values of providing
for his family, respecting the game,
and serving as a true inspiration for
others.

Upon marrying his wife, Barbara, in
July of 1960, and the birth of their first
son, Jack, Jr., in 1961, he decided the
best way to provide for his family was
to become a professional golfer. His
drive and his passion for the game is an
example of sportsmanship of the high-
est caliber, like most of us amateurs
who love the game of golf. However, 1
ask that Jack Nicklaus be awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal for his lead-
ership as an American and as a positive
role model.

Yes, Jack Nicklaus won 118 national
and international championships. Yes,
Jack Nicklaus’ most prominent profes-
sional titles were six Masters—1963,
1965, 1966, 1972, 1975, 1986; three British
Opens—1966, 1970, 1979; four TU.S.
Opens—1962, 1967, 1972, 1980; and five
PGA Championships—1963, 1971, 1973,
1975, and 1980.

Like most of us golfers, we’ll prob-
ably never be able to accomplish his
feat of what he has just done right now.
There are others who are trying, and
who knows what will happen.

Jack Nicklaus is the only player in
history to have won each of the game’s
majors at least three times, and is the
only player to have completed the ca-
reer grand slam on the regular and sen-
ior tour, and that’s quite an accom-
plishment. That’s very difficult. Most
of us who play golf know it’s hard to
win one tournament versus the next
tournament. It’s quite an accomplish-
ment.

Jack Nicklaus also represented the
U.S. in the Ryder Cup Masters as a
player six times and served as a cap-
tain twice. He also served as the U.S.
captain four times for the President’s
Cup.

He has written several instructional
books, one called ‘“Golf My Way,”
which I have read every time I'm in
trouble and need to go back and refresh
my golf game; the autobiography he
called ‘““My Story,” which describes his
golf course design methods and philos-
ophy; and many others, such as ‘“‘Play
Better Golf: Shortcuts to Lower
Scores’’; ‘“‘Jack Nicklaus’ Lesson Tee”’;
and ‘‘My Golden Lessons: 100-Plus
Ways to Improve Your Shots, Lower
Your Scores and Enjoy Golf, Much,
Much More.”

Yet, he’s a Dbusinessman. Jack
Nicklaus also produced several other
instructional videos showing his fans
how to play the game from his points
of view.
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But I ask that we honor Jack
Nicklaus with a Congressional Gold
Medal because of the way he lived his
life. Jack Nicklaus’ way of living his
life is a perfect example of how Ameri-
cans should give. He was a devoted hus-
band, father, and grandfather who
cared for his family, who helped many
other families during a time of hard-
ship and struggle. Jack Nicklaus’ work
and philanthropy is evidence of his
dedication to helping others.

He is known to have an unfailing
sense of kindness, and has used the
game of golf as a means of sharing and
helping others.

He proactively helps thousands of
children and their families everywhere.
By serving as chairman of the Nicklaus
Children’s Health Care Foundation, he
was able to provide valuable programs
to serve more than 4,000 hospitalized
children and their families free of
charge. That is giving, that is caring,
that is someone who cares about people
and cares about children. This founda-
tion is able to reach such volumes of
patients through the Child Life pro-
grams and the Pediatric Oncology Sup-
port Team that supports therapeutic
interventions for children with chronic
and acute conditions during hos-
pitalization.

He also partners with Miami Chil-
dren’s Hospital Nicklaus Care Centers,
which offer a new option for Palm
Beach County-area families with chil-
dren who require pediatric specialty
care. The foundation also has a Safe
Kids program aimed at keeping chil-
dren injury free and offers safety edu-
cation in an effort to decrease acci-
dental injuries to children. Jack
Nicklaus helped raise over $12 million
within 5 years for this cause. Much of
the funding comes from a pro-am golf
tournament he established in honor of
his 17-month-old grandson who passed
away, called ‘“The Jake,” which also
became the foundation’s chief fund-
raiser.

Jack Nicklaus also serves as hon-
orary chair for the American Lake Vet-
erans Golf Course in Tacoma, Wash-
ington, a course designed for the reha-
bilitation of our wounded and disabled
veterans, especially those that are
fighting and coming back right now
who need a lot of rehabilitation, our
wounded warriors. In providing help
and knowing that there is somewhere
they can go, Jack Nicklaus is instru-
mental in helping others.

A lot of us don’t know of his history
and what he’s given back. We look at
him as a professional golf player, but
he has given so much back to our com-
munity that we find out this is a man
that cared about making our country a
lot better in giving what he could.

He has donated his design services for
the improvement of the course. He also
raised contributions for an additional
nine new holes, the construction of the
Rehabilitation and Learning Center,
and the upgrade of the maintenance fa-
cilities through a 2-day event called
the ‘“‘Nicklaus Nine.”
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He also manages a memorial tour-
nament in which proceeds benefit the
programs and services at Nationwide
Children’s Hospital in his home State
of Ohio, and has raised more than $5.7
million. Jack Nicklaus has worked
with the Nationwide Children’s Hos-
pital since 1976 and ensures the con-
tributions generated through the sup-
port of over 2,600 volunteers are dis-
tributed each year to the hospital’s un-
restricted giving fund.

He also serves as a trustee and a
spokesperson for The First Tee, a pro-
gram which is dedicated to bringing
the game of golf to children who would
otherwise not be exposed to it. These
are many children that can’t afford to
play golf, but First Tee allows a diver-
sity of individuals—black, brown,
white, Asians, American Indians, His-
panics, and others—who can’t play the
game to learn to play the game, be ex-
posed to the game, and love the game
and what it means in teaching many of
the other skills.
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Other organizations that Jack
Nicklaus has successfully partnered
with are the For Hope, the James Can-
cer Hospital, Wolfe Association, Cen-
tral Ohio Junior Golf Association, the
Shriners, the Lions Club, and many
more.

We thank Jack Nicklaus and his wife,
Barbara, and their five children—Jack
II, Steve, Nancy, Gary, and Michael—
and his 22 grandchildren for making
America a better place.

Jack Nicklaus is one of the most
humble athletes to play the game and
is considered by many to be golf roy-
alty. He is royalty in the eyes and
hearts of those that he has helped, and
is overall a great human being.

We thank Jack Nicklaus. We thank
you for your life’s work. You are a true
American, and you have touched the
lives of many individuals, an American
deserving of the Presidential Medal of
Freedom and the PGA Player of the
Year Award, to name just a few other
accolades he has received over the
years.

Jack Nicklaus, known as a Golden
Bear, deserves to be honored with a
Congressional Gold Medal.

For these reasons, I urge us to sup-
port the passage of H.R. 4040, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the distinguished gentleman from Indi-
ana, one of our senior Members and
most distinguished Members, Mr. BUR-
TON.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

First of all, let me say this about
JOE. JOE and I have been friends for a
long time and have played golf to-
gether, and he is one of the best sticks
around. I have never heard a more
thorough conversation about a person
since I've been in Congress. You must
have spent weeks doing this, but you
said everything I was going to say, so
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T’'1l just talk about the Jack Nicklaus
from what I know of him.

I've been playing golf along with you,
JOE, for a long time. One of the things
that I've always wanted to do was to
meet the Big Three. Remember the Big
Three: Nicklaus, Player, and Palmer?
You did him not too long ago. And then
Lee Trevino. I had the opportunity to
meet all of them but Nicklaus, and I
said before I die that I want to meet
Jack Nicklaus.

This year, believe it or not, I was at
an airport with my wife, and I had an
opportunity to run into him, and he
was one of the nicest guys that I've
ever met. He stopped and took the time
to talk to people that were with us and
took pictures with us, and he is just a
very good and friendly guy. There are
no airs about him. He is down to Earth.
It’s like talking to your next door
neighbor. He is a very nice guy.

The things that really appealed to
me were the things that you talked
about, JOE. He really cares about his
fellow man, and people on the tour all
respect him. There are some members
that you have a problem with; but with
him, he’s at the very top. In addition
to winning 18 majors—to win all of the
tournaments that you talked about
just boggles my mind.

So I would just like to say if Jack
Nicklaus might be watching today—I
had an opportunity—and I think you
have too, JOE—to play with President
George W. Bush. I would say to Jack
Nicklaus if he were here: You really
need to teach him how to putt. He’s
one of the worst putters I’ve ever seen.

Mr. President, I hope you’ll forgive
me for that.

In fact, I want to tell you a little
story. We were playing on the 18th hole
out at Andrews, and the President had
putted so poorly that he had about a
10-footer left on the last hole, and we
gave it to him.

Mr. President, forgive me.

Let me just say it’s a real honor to be
included with those who are honoring
Jack Nicklaus tonight. He’s one of the
finest people in sports. He is a credit to
humanity, and he is somebody that
every one of us can look up to.

Mr. Nicklaus, I'm proud to be a part
of recognizing you tonight, and I'm
glad you’re going to get this gold
medal.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members that remarks
must be addressed to the Chair.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to just state that Jack Nicklaus was
not a tall man—he is like me and like
many others—but he could hit the ball
a hell of a long ways. It is quite an ac-
complishment when you see someone
like him that has the rhythm, tempo,
and the timing that can hit the ball.
That is an inspiration to many of us
that are not 6 foot and above, but are
below 6 foot and can still play the
game of golf because golf is open to ev-
eryone. And Jack, along with Arnold
Palmer and Tiger Woods, Lee Trevino
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and many others, has opened it for a
lot of us.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield to the distinguished gentleman
from Florida, one of the younger mem-
bers of the conference, Mr. ROONEY,
such time as he may consume.

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Jack Nicklaus
Congressional Gold Medal Act, offi-
cially recognizing the significant role
Jack Nicklaus has played in promoting
athletic excellence and good sports-
manship in the game of golf, as well as
the significant charitable contribu-
tions and activities in our community.

Growing up in north Palm Beach
County, I had the pleasure of attending
high school with Mr. Nicklaus’ chil-
dren. Like many good parents, he was
very involved in all school activities,
especially sporting events. I can’t re-
call a game across the State of Florida
that our school was involved in where
he wasn’t there. He was always up
there in the stands, cheering us on. It’s
no secret that Jack Nicklaus is widely
regarded as the most accomplished pro-
fessional golfer to ever play the game.
But to us, we just saw him as a devoted
husband to Barbara and an excellent
father of Jackie, Steve, Nan, Gary, and
Mike, and now lots of grandchildren.

He is also a philanthropist, as has
been stated, who has worked tirelessly
to help underserved children and their
families in Palm Beach County and
across the State of Florida. Through
his charitable foundation, Mr. Nicklaus
has raised more than $12 million for
children’s health services. He has also
done a lot for warfighters and veterans
recovering after returning home from
war.

I am proud to cosponsor this legisla-
tion to honor Jack Nicklaus, a truly
great American, and for his many char-
itable efforts and for his contributions
to the State of Florida and to Amer-
ican society and culture. I consider
myself blessed to personally know him
and his family.

I want to say thank you to Congress-
man BACA from California for his lead-
ership in getting cosponsors for this
bill. He worked very hard.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. I thank the
sponsor of the bill, Mr. BAcA, for his
hard work.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4040.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.
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MARK TWAIN COMMEMORATIVE
COIN ACT

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2453) to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of Mark Twain, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2453

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Mark Twain
Commemorative Coin Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds as follows:

(1) Samuel Clemens—better known to the
world as Mark Twain—was a unique Amer-
ican voice whose literary work has had a
lasting effect on our Nation’s history and
culture.

(2) Mark Twain remains one of the best
known Americans in the world with over
6,500 editions of his books translated into 75
languages.

(3) Mark Twain’s literary and educational
legacy remains strong even today, with near-
ly every book he wrote still in print, includ-
ing The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn—both of which
have never gone out of print since they were
first published over a century ago.

(4) In the past 2 decades alone, there have
been more than 100 books published and over
250 doctoral dissertations written on Mark
Twain’s life and work.

(5) Even today, Americans seek to know
more about the life and work of Mark Twain,
as people from around the world and across
all 50 States annually flock to National His-
toric Landmarks like the Mark Twain House
& Museum in Hartford, CT, and the Mark
Twain Boyhood Home & Museum in Han-
nibal, MO.

(6) Mark Twain’s work is remembered
today for addressing the complex social
issues facing America at the turn of the cen-
tury, including the legacy of the Civil War,
race relations, and the economic inequalities
of the ‘““‘Gilded Age”’.

(7) Today Mark Twain’s work lives on
through educational institutions throughout
the United States, such as the Mark Twain
Project at the Bancroft Library of the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, California,
and the Center for Mark Twain Studies at
Elmira College, in Elmira, New York.

SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS.

(a) DENOMINATIONS.—The Secretary of the
Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as
the ‘“‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue the
following coins:

(1) $5 GOLD COINS.—Not more than 100,000 $5
coins, which shall—

(A) weigh 8.359 grams;

(B) have a diameter of 0.850 inches; and

(C) contain 90 percent gold and 10 percent
alloy.

(2) $1 SILVER COINS.—Not more than 350,000
$1 coins, which shall—

(A) weigh 26.73 grams;

(B) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and

(C) contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent
copper.

(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted
under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States
Code.

(c) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code,
all coins minted under this Act shall be con-
sidered to be numismatic items.
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SEC. 4. DESIGN OF COINS.

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The design of the coins
minted under this Act shall be emblematic
of the life and legacy of Mark Twain.

(2) DESIGNATION AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On
each coin minted under this Act there shall
be—

(A) a designation of the value of the coin;

(B) an inscription of the year ‘2016°’; and

(C) inscriptions of the words ‘‘Liberty’’,
“In God We Trust”, ‘“United States of Amer-
ica’’, and “E Pluribus Unum”’.

(b) SELECTION.—The design for the coins
minted under this Act shall be—

(1) selected by the Secretary after con-
sultation with the Commission of Fine Arts
and the Board of the Mark Twain House and
Museum; and

(2) reviewed by the Citizens Coinage Advi-
sory Committee.

SEC. 5. ISSUANCE OF COINS.

(a) QUALITY OF COINS.—Coins minted under
this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and
proof qualities.

(b) MINT FACILITY.—Only 1 facility of the
United States Mint may be used to strike
any particular quality of the coins minted
under this Act.

(c) PERIOD FOR ISSUANCE.—The Secretary
may issue coins minted under this Act only
during the 1-year period beginning on Janu-
ary 1, 2016.

SEC. 6. SALE OF COINS.

(a) SALE PRICE.—The coins issued under
this Act shall be sold by the Secretary at a
price equal to the sum of—

(1) the face value of the coins;

(2) the surcharge provided in section 7(a)
with respect to such coins; and

(3) the cost of designing and issuing the
coins (including labor, materials, dies, use of

machinery, overhead expenses, marketing,
and shipping).
(b) BULK SALES.—The Secretary shall

make bulk sales of the coins issued under
this Act at a reasonable discount.

(c) PREPAID ORDERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ac-
cept prepaid orders for the coins minted
under this Act before the issuance of such
coins.

(2) DISCOUNT.—Sale prices with respect to
prepaid orders under paragraph (1) shall be
at a reasonable discount.

SEC. 7. SURCHARGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AII sales of coins issued
under this Act shall include a surcharge of—

(1) $35 per coin for the $5 coin; and

(2) $10 per coin for the $1 coin.

(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section
5134(f)(1) of title 31, United States Code, all
surcharges received by the Secretary from
the sale of coins issued under this Act shall
be promptly paid by the Secretary as fol-
lows:

(1) One-quarter of the surcharges, to the
Mark Twain House & Museum in Hartford,
Connecticut, to support the continued res-
toration of the Mark Twain house and
grounds, and ensure continuing growth and
innovation in museum programming to re-
search, promote and educate on the legacy of
Mark Twain.

(2) One-quarter of the surcharges, to the
University of California, Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, to be used for research and education
purposes.

(3) One-quarter of the surcharges, to El-
mira College, New York, to be used for re-
search and education purposes.

(4) One-quarter of the surcharges, to the
Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Museum in
Hannibal, Missouri, to preserve historical
sites related to Mark Twain and help support
programs to study and promote his legacy.

(c) AUDITS.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall have the right to ex-
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amine such books, records, documents, and
other data of each of the organizations re-
ferred to in paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) of
subsection (b) as may be related to the ex-
penditures of amounts paid under such sub-
section.

(d) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding  sub-
section (a), no surcharge may be included
with respect to the issuance under this Act
of any coin during a calendar year if, as of
the time of such issuance, the issuance of
such coin would result in the number of com-
memorative coin programs issued during
such year to exceed the annual 2 commemo-
rative coin program issuance limitation
under section 5112(m)(1) of title 31, United
States Code (as in effect on the date of the
enactment of this Act). The Secretary of the
Treasury may issue guidance to carry out
this subsection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. BACA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and
add extraneous material on this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today to urge Members to sup-
port H.R. 2453, the Mark Twain Com-
memorative Coin Act. This legislation
will allow the United States Treasury
to mint $1 and $6 commemorative coins
in 2016 in recognition of the important
legacy of Mark Twain. Surcharges on
the sale of the coins will benefit four
institutions that either bear Mark
Twain’s name or focus on the study of
his work: the Mark Twain House & Mu-
seum in Hartford, Connecticut; the
University of California, Berkeley; El-
mira College in New York; and in my
congressional district, the Mark Twain
Boyhood Home and Museum in Han-
nibal, Missouri. The sale price of the
coins will cover all real and amortized
costs of production and marketing
costs so that the entire program will be
produced at no cost to the taxpayers.

I would like to thank my colleague,
Representative JOHN LARSON of Con-
necticut, who first introduced this leg-
islation in the 110th Congress. The gen-
tleman from Connecticut and I share
an admiration for Mark Twain, and
have made it a priority to see his legis-
lation through. I appreciate his hard
work on collecting all the signatures
on his side of the aisle.
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I would also like to thank the Mis-
souri congressional delegation for their
support. When I first announced my in-
tentions to introduce the Mark Twain
Commemorative Coin Act, all eight of
my colleagues immediately came on
board to help advance this legislation.
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I want to acknowledge the Mark
Twain Boyhood Home and Museum, Dr.
Cindy Lovell, and the museum’s cura-
tor, Henry Sweets, as well as their
dedicated staff, for their incredible
work to promote awareness and the ap-
preciation of the life and works of
Mark Twain.

Importantly, I would like to thank
Chairman BACHUS, Ranking Member
FRANK, Speaker BOEHNER, and Majority
Leader CANTOR for their assistance and
cooperation in getting the bill sched-
uled for consideration in this House.

A true American figure, Samuel
Langhorne Clemens, better known to
the world as Mark Twain, was born and
raised in Missouri amidst the turmoil
of the American Civil War. Twain’s
boyhood home in Hannibal, Missouri,
inspired the settings of some of his
most beloved stories and helped shape
his views on violence and injustice.

The Mark Twain Boyhood Home and
Museum in Hannibal commemorates
the childhood of a man who grew up to
be one of the most recognized names in
literature. The museum opened its
doors in 1912 and was designated a Na-
tional Historic Landmark in 1962. I
would also like to recognize the mu-
seum for its upcoming 100th anniver-
sary, a milestone which will be cele-
brated on May 15.

Twain would eventually move to
Hartford, Connecticut, where he settled
and began to work on what would be-
come his most famous work, ‘“The Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn.”” Hart-
ford is home to the Mark Twain House
& Museum, dedicated to educating peo-
ple across the Nation and around the
world about Twain, his works, and the
time period in which he lived.

In New York, Elmira College
breathes new life into the history of
Mark Twain, offering fellowships for
research on the author. Elmira College
also hosts a Mark Twain conference
and provides tours of Twain’s study,
where he sought refuge to write several
short stories and some of his most fa-
mous novels. The Mark Twain Project
at the Bancroft Library of the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley houses the
Mark Twain papers, an extensive ar-
chive of virtually every document in
Twain’s hand known to survive.

The bill we consider today honors the
legacy of a great American and will
benefit the institutions that continue
to spread awareness and educate the
public of his great accomplishments
and contributions to society. I urge my
colleagues to join me in passing this
legislation, which is cosponsored by 298
of our colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC.
Hon. SPENCER BACHUS,
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BACHUS: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 2453, the ‘“‘Mark Twain Com-
memorative Coin Act,” which is scheduled
for floor action the week of April 16, 2012.
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As you know, the Committee on Ways and
Means maintains jurisdiction over matters
that concern raising revenue. H.R. 2453 con-
tains a provision that establishes a sur-
charge for the sale of commemorative coins
that are minted under the bill, and this falls
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on
Ways and Means.

However, as part of our ongoing under-
standing regarding commemorative coin
bills and in order to expedite this bill for
floor consideration, the Committee will
forgo action. This is being done with the un-
derstanding that it does not in any way prej-
udice the Committee with respect to the ap-
pointment of conferees or its jurisdictional
prerogatives on this or similar legislation in
the future.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter, confirming this understanding with
respect to H.R. 2453, and would ask that a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-

ter be included in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD during floor consideration.
Sincerely,
DAVE CAMP,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, April 13, 2012.
Hon. DAVE CAMP,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CAMP: I am writing in re-
sponse to your letter regarding H.R. 2453, the
Mark Twain Commemorative Coin Act,
which is scheduled for Floor consideration
under suspension of the rules on Monday,
April 16, 2012.

I wish to confirm our mutual under-
standing on this bill. As you know, section 7
of the bill establishes a surcharge for the
sale of commemorative coins that are mint-
ed under the bill. I acknowledge your com-
mittee’s jurisdictional interest in such sur-
charges as revenue matters and appreciate
your willingness to forego action by the
Committee on Ways & Means on H.R. 2453 in
order to allow the bill to come to the Floor
expeditiously. Also, I agree that your deci-
sion to forego further action on this bill will
not prejudice the Committee on Ways and
Means with respect to its jurisdictional pre-
rogatives on this or similar legislation.
Therefore, I would support your request for
conferees on those provisions within your ju-
risdiction should this bill be the subject of a
House-Senate conference.

I will include this exchange of letters in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD when this bill is
considered by the House. Thank you again
for your assistance and if you should need
anything further, please do not hesitate to
contact Natalie McGarry of my staff at 202-
225-7502.

Sincerely,
SPENCER BACHUS,
Chairman.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I want to recognize the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) for
his efforts on this meaningful legisla-
tion.

I rise today in support of H.R. 2453,
the Mark Twain Commemorative Coin
Act. This legislation calls for the U.S.
Mint to produce a coin in 2016—I state,
in 2016—designed to honor Mark
Twain’s contribution to American his-
tory. William Faulkner once called
Mark Twain ‘‘the father of American
literature.”

One of America’s most beloved au-
thors, Mark Twain’s life and legacy
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have left a lasting mark on our Nation.
Mark Twain, whose real name is Sam-
uel Clemens, was beloved by many for
his wit and sharp satire. Twain worked
as a steamboat pilot and a reporter be-
fore finding success as a writer.

His hometown of Hannibal, Missouri,
later became the setting for his most
famous novels, ‘““The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer’” and ‘“The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn,” which all of us
have seen throughout our lives as
young Kkids. We still love seeing it
every time we see this. Twain’s other
well-known works of fiction include
“The Prince and the Pauper” and ‘A
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s
Court.”

H.R. 2453 directs the U.S. Mint to
produce a $1 and a $56 commemorative
coin in 2016 and, I state, at no cost to
the taxpayers. The simple price of the
coin will cover the cost of production.
In addition, the sale of the coin will
generate revenue for the benefit of four
of Mark Twain’s institutions: the Mark
Twain House & Museum in Hartford,
Connecticut; the Bancroft Library at
the University of California, Berkeley;
Elmira College in New York; and the
Mark Twain Boyhood Home and Mu-
seum in Hannibal, Missouri.

I urge my colleagues to support this
responsible legislation as the recogni-
tion of one of America’s greatest au-
thors and humorists, Mark Twain.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, 1
don’t have any further speakers at this
time, and continue to reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BACA. I yield the balance of my
time to the gentleman from Con-
necticut, JOHN LARSON, one of our lead-
ers.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Thank
you, Mr. BAcCA of California, and I
thank the Hartford-Hannibal connec-
tion. I want to thank Representative
LUETKEMEYER for his tireless work and
effort in making this bill possible for
the great institutions that both he and
Representative BACA have illuminated
and to stand here today and talk about
the literary genius of Mark Twain and
to see the institutions that will benefit
from this—and, as Representative BACA
points out, at no cost to the American
public—enriching Americans all across
this great Nation, I daresay around the
globe, from the visits at these great in-
stitutions, whether it be in Hartford,
whether it be in Hannibal, whether it
be in Elmira or at Berkeley in Cali-
fornia, all of whom will benefit directly
from Mark Twain.

I'm glad that we’re having a voice
vote, because I wouldn’t want to put
what Mark Twain had to say about
Members of Congress to a test here on
the floor. But as my good friend and
colleague JOE BACA has pointed out,
the great works of Mark Twain stand
throughout the ages. Of course, there’s
nary a person who hasn’t read
‘““Huckleberry Finn” or ‘“Tom Sawyer”
and, as mentioned, ‘A Connecticut
Yankee in King Arthur’s Court.” Well,
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we like to refer to it as, ““A Con-
necticut Red Sock in King Arthur’s
Court.”

But, nonetheless I, would be remiss if
I didn’t thank Jeffrey Nichols, the ex-
ecutive director at the Mark Twain
House in Hartford, Connecticut, and
those on the entire board there, who
have worked tirelessly to make sure
that we are able to perpetuate the
great legacy of Mark Twain in his lit-
erature, in his humor and his satire. It
is a gift for the country that everyone
should have the opportunity to enjoy.

Just this last year, the house adjoin-
ing the Twain house in Hartford is the
home of Harriet Beecher Stowe, and we
had the members of the Congressional
Black Caucus, who came to Hartford to
participate in a discussion about race.
Of course, even today, as both Mark
Twain and the whole issue of
“Huckleberry Finn” and ‘“Tom Saw-
yer’ continue to come under literary
discussion and debate, it also focuses
on an important issue that the Nation
needs to continue to face, and that’s
the whole issue of humanity as it re-
lates to how man deals with man and
the whole issue of racism. There was no
stronger proponent in this Nation than
Samuel Clemens. Mark Twain was just
incredible in terms of his gift, his lit-
erary genius, a great ambassador
abroad for this country, and heralded
on this shore and all across the globe
as a humanitarian, and we are so
proud.

I again want to thank Representative
LUETKEMEYER for his efforts to make
this possible. I know that in Hartford
and in Hannibal, Elmira, and Berkeley,
people are very pleased that this will
continue to benefit them and allow this
great treasure in this great person of
literature, American literature, to con-
tinue to enjoy the vast reputation and
legacy that all Americans ought to
enjoy.

Mr. BACA. I have no further speak-
ers, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I
just want to close with a few thoughts
here.

Again, I thank the gentleman from
Connecticut for his hard work in help-
ing to put this together, as well as the
gentleman from California (Mr. BACA)
for his help today.

It’s interesting. When I was the di-
rector of tourism for the State of Mis-
souri, we found out just how big an
icon Mr. Twain was. Mark Twain not
only is an icon who is recognized
around the United States, but he is one
of the few icons that people from other
countries recognize about our country.
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If you travel to Hannibal, Missouri,
you can see the influence in the sur-
roundings there and the stories that he
told, and what kind of an influence it
had on him as a youth and the stories
as they unfolded. It’s quite something.

Again, with that, Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2453, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CHAFFETZ) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 3001, by the yeas and nays; and

H.R. 4040, by the yeas and nays.

Proceedings on H.R. 1815 and H.R.
2453 will resume later in the week.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

———

RAOUL WALLENBERG CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3001) to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Raoul
Wallenberg, in recognition of his
achievements and heroic actions dur-
ing the Holocaust, on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 377, nays 0,
not voting 54, as follows:
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Ackerman
Adams
Aderholt
Akin
Alexander
Altmire
Amash
Amodei
Baca
Bachmann
Bachus
Baldwin
Barletta
Barrow
Bartlett
Bass (CA)
Bass (NH)
Becerra
Benishek
Berg
Berkley
Berman
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Bonner
Bono Mack
Boswell
Boustany
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Braley (IA)
Brooks
Broun (GA)
Brown (FL)
Buchanan
Bucshon
Buerkle
Burton (IN)
Calvert
Camp
Canseco
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson (IN)
Carter
Castor (FL)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Chandler
Chu
Cicilline
Clarke (MI)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman (CO)
Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Cravaack
Crawford
Crowley
Cuellar
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (KY)
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
Denham
Dent
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Dold
Donnelly (IN)

April 16, 2012

[Roll No. 152]

YEAS—317

Doyle
Dreier
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellison
Ellmers
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Farenthold
Farr
Fattah
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Flake
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foxx
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garamendi
Gardner
Garrett
Gerlach
Gibbs
Gibson
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Grimm
Guinta
Guthrie
Hahn
Hall
Hanabusa
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayworth
Heck
Heinrich
Hensarling
Herger
Herrera Beutler
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hochul
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurt
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Jordan
Keating
Kelly
Kildee
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kinzinger (IL)
Kissell
Kline
Kucinich

Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Lankford
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Long
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E

Lynch
Mack
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meehan
Meeks
Mica
Michaud
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Moore
Moran
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Myrick
Nadler
Neal
Neugebauer
Nugent
Nunes
Nunnelee
Olson
Olver
Owens
Palazzo
Pallone
Pastor (AZ)
Paulsen
Pearce
Pelosi
Pence
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Quayle
Quigley
Rahall
Reed
Rehberg
Reichert
Renacci
Reyes
Ribble
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cellence and good sportsmanship in
golf, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
LUETKEMEYER) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 373, nays 4,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 53, as

Richardson Scott (SC) Tsongas
Richmond Scott (VA) Turner (NY)
Rigell Scott, Austin Turner (OH)
Rivera Scott, David Upton
Roby Sensenbrenner Van Hollen
Roe (TN) Serrano Visclosky
Rogers (AL) Sessions Walberg
Rogers (KY) Sewell Walden
Rogers (MI) Sherman Walsh (IL)
Rokita Shimkus
Rooney Shuster Walz (MN)
Roskam Simpson Wasserman
Ross (AR) Sires Schultz
Ross (FL) Smith (NE) Watt
Rothman (NJ) Smith (NJ) Waxman
Roybal-Allard Smith (TX) Webster
Royce Smith (WA) Welch
Runyan Southerland West,
Ruppersberger Speier Westmoreland
Ryan (OH) Stark Whitfield
Ryan (WI) Stearns Wilson (FL)
Sanchez, Linda Stivers Wilson (SC)

T. Sullivan Wittman
Sanchez, Loretta Sutton Wolf
Sarbanes Terry Womack
Scalise Thompson (CA) Woodall
Schakowsky Thompson (MS) Woolsey
Schilling Thompson (PA) v

armuth
Schock Thornberry Yoder
Schrader Tiberi
Schwartz Tierney Young (AK)
Schweikert Tonko Young (IN)
NOT VOTING—b5H4
Andrews Frank (MA) Noem
Austria Franks (AZ) Pascrell
Barton (TX) Grijalva Paul
Boren Gutierrez Perlmutter
Burgess Hanna Rangel
Butterfield Hinchey Rohrabacher
Campbell Johnson (IL) Ros-Lehtinen
Cassidy Johnson, Sam Rush
Cohen Jones Schiff
Costello Kaptur Schmidt
Crenshaw Labrador Shuler
Critz Landry Slaughter
Culberson Lewis (CA) Stutzman
Cummings Marino Tipton
Dicks McIntyre Towns
Doggett Miller (FL) Velazquez
Edwards Murphy (CT) Waters
Filner Napolitano Young (FL)
[ 1852
Mr. SCHILLING changed his vote

from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, April 16, 2012, | was absent during roll-
call vote No. 152 due to a family health emer-
gency. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on suspending the rules and
agreeing to H.R. 3001—Raoul Wallenberg
Centennial Celebration Act.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
152, | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
152, | was away from the Capitol due to prior
commitments to my constituents. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

———

PROVIDING FOR AWARD OF GOLD
MEDAL TO JACK NICKLAUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4040) to provide for the award
of a gold medal on behalf of Congress
to Jack Nicklaus in recognition of his
service to the Nation in promoting ex-

follows:

[Roll No. 153]

YEAS—373
Ackerman Cuellar Hinojosa
Adams Davis (CA) Hirono
Aderholt Davis (IL) Hochul
Akin Davis (KY) Holden
Alexander DeFazio Honda
Altmire DeGette Hoyer
Amodei DeLauro Huelskamp
Baca Denham Huizenga (MI)
Bachmann Dent Hultgren
Bachus DesJarlais Hunter
Baldwin Deutch Hurt
Barletta Diaz-Balart Israel
Barrow Dingell Issa
Bartlett Dold Jackson (IL)
Bass (CA) Donnelly (IN) Jackson Lee
Bass (NH) Doyle (TX)
Becerra Dreier Jenkins
Benishek Duffy Johnson (GA)
Berg Duncan (SC) Johnson (OH)
Berkley Duncan (TN) Johnson, E. B.
Berman Ellison Jordan
Biggert Ellmers Keating
Bilbray Emerson Kelly
Bilirakis Engel Kildee
Bishop (GA) Eshoo Kind
Bishop (NY) Farenthold King (IA)
Bishop (UT) Farr King (NY)
Black Fattah Kingston
Blackburn Fincher Kinzinger (IL)
Blumenauer Fitzpatrick Kissell
Bonamici Flake Kline
Bonner Fleischmann Kucinich
Bono Mack Fleming Lamborn
Boswell Forbes Lance
Boustany Fortenberry Langevin
Brady (PA) Foxx Lankford
Brady (TX) Franks (AZ) Larsen (WA)
Braley (IA) Frelinghuysen Larson (CT)
Brooks Fudge Latham
Broun (GA) Gallegly LaTourette
Brown (FL) Garamendi Latta
Buchanan Gardner Lee (CA)
Bucshon Garrett Levin
Buerkle Gerlach Lewis (GA)
Burton (IN) Gibbs Lipinski
Calvert Gibson LoBiondo
Camp Gingrey (GA) Loebsack
Canseco Gohmert Long
Cantor Gonzalez Lowey
Capito Goodlatte Lucas
Capps Gosar Luetkemeyer
Capuano Gowdy Lujan
Cardoza Granger Lummis
Carnahan Graves (GA) Lungren, Daniel
Carney Graves (MO) E.
Carson (IN) Green, Al Lynch
Carter Green, Gene Mack
Castor (FL) Griffin (AR) Maloney
Chabot Griffith (VA) Manzullo
Chandler Grimm Marchant
Chu Guinta Markey
Clarke (MI) Guthrie Matheson
Clarke (NY) Hahn Matsui
Clay Hall McCarthy (CA)
Cleaver Hanabusa McCarthy (NY)
Clyburn Harper McCaul
Coble Harris MecClintock
Coffman (CO) Hartzler McCollum
Cole Hastings (FL) McCotter
Conaway Hastings (WA) McDermott
Connolly (VA) Hayworth McGovern
Conyers Heck McHenry
Cooper Heinrich McKeon
Costa Hensarling McKinley
Courtney Herger McMorris
Cravaack Herrera Beutler Rodgers
Crawford Higgins McNerney
Crowley Himes Meehan
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Meeks Renacci Smith (NJ)
Mica Reyes Smith (TX)
Michaud Richardson Smith (WA)
Miller (FL) Richmond Southerland
Miller (MI) Rivera Speier
Miller (NC) Roby Stark
Miller, Gary Roe (TN) Stearns
Miller, George Rogers (AL) Stivers
Moore Rogers (KY) Sullivan
Moran Rogers (MI) Sutton
Mulvaney Rokita Terry
Murphy (PA) Rooney Thompson (CA)
Myrick Roskam Thompson (MS)
Nadler Ross (AR) Thompson (PA)
Neal Ross (FL) Thornberry
Neugebauer Rothman (NJ) Tiberi
Nugent Roybal-Allard Tierney
Nunes Royce Tonko
Nunnelee Runyan Tsongas
Olson Ruppersberger Turner (NY)
Olver Rush Turner (OH)
Owens Ryan (OH) Upton
Palazzo Ryan (WI) Van Hollen
Pallone Sanchez, Linda Visclosky
Pastor (AZ) T. Walberg
Paulsen Sanchez, Loretta Walden
Pearce Sarbanes Walsh (IL)
Pelosi Scalise Walz (MN)
Pence Schakowsky Wasserman
Perlmutter Schilling Schultz
Peters Schock Watt
Peterson Schrader Waxman
Petri Schwartz Webster
Pingree (ME) Schweikert Welch
Pitts Scott (SC) West
Platts Scott (VA) Westmoreland
Poe (TX) Scott, Austin Whitfield
Polis Scott, David Wilson (FL)
Pompeo Sensenbrenner Wilson (SC)
Posey Serrano Wittman
Price (GA) Sessions Wolf
Price (NC) Sewell Womack
Quayle Sherman Woodall
Quigley Shimkus Woolsey
Rahall Shuster Yarmuth
Reed Simpson Yoder
Rehberg Sires Young (AK)
Reichert Smith (NE) Young (IN)
NAYS—4
Amash Ribble
Chaffetz Rigell
ANSWERED “PRESENT”’—1
Cassidy
NOT VOTING—53
Andrews Flores Napolitano
Austria Frank (MA) Noem
Barton (TX) Grijalva Pascrell
Boren Gutierrez Paul
Burgess Hanna Rangel
Butterfield Hinchey Rohrabacher
Campbell Holt Ros-Lehtinen
Cicilline Johnson (IL) Schiff
Cohen Johnson, Sam S :
chmidt
Costello Jones
Shuler
Crenshaw Kaptur
Critz Labrador Slaughter
Culberson Landry Stutzman
Cummings Lewis (CA) Tipton
Dicks Lofgren, Zoe Towns
Doggett Marino Velazquez
Edwards McIntyre Waters
Filner Murphy (CT) Young (FL)
7 1900

Mrs. HARTZLER changed her vote
from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated for:

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, April 16, 2012, | was absent during roll-
call vote No. 153 due to a family health emer-
gency. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on suspending the rules and
agreeing to H.R. 4040—To provide for the
award of a gold medal on behalf of Congress
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to Jack Nicklaus in recognition of his service
to the Nation in promoting excellence and
good sportsmanship in golf.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 153, |
was away from the Capitol due to prior com-
mitments to my constituents. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, April 16, 2012 | had a previously
scheduled meeting with constituents in Ogden,
lllinois. As a result, | am unable to attend
votes this evening. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on H.R. 3001, the
Raoul Wallenberg Centennial Celebration Act;
and “yea” on H.R. 4040, to provide for the
award of a gold medal on behalf of Congress
to Jack Nicklaus in recognition of his service
to the Nation in promoting excellence and
good sportsmanship in golf.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent for votes in the House cham-
ber today. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall votes 152 and 153.

——
[ 1900

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
THE COMMITTEE TO ATTEND FU-
NERAL OF THE LATE HONOR-
ABLE DONALD M. PAYNE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HURT). Pursuant to House Resolution
571, and the order of the House of
March 6, 2012, the Speaker on March 14,
2012, appointed the following Members
of the House to the committee to at-
tend the funeral of the late Honorable
Donald M. Payne:

The gentleman from New Jersey, Mr.
SMITH

The gentleman from South Carolina,
Mr. CLYBURN

The members of the New Jersey dele-
gation:

Mr. PALLONE

Mr. ANDREWS

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN

Mr. LOBIONDO

Mr. PASCRELL

Mr. ROTHMAN

Mr. HoLT

Mr. GARRETT

Mr. SIRES

Mr. LANCE

Mr. RUNYAN

Other Members in attendance:

Ms. KAPTUR

Mr. LEVIN

Mr. TOWNS

Ms. WATERS

Ms. BROWN (FL)

Mr. RUSH

Mr. ScoTT (VA)

Mr. WATT

Ms. WOOLSEY

Ms. JACKSON LEE (TX)

Mr. JACKSON (IL)

Mr. CLAY

Mr. BUTTERFIELD

Mr. CLEAVER

Mr. AL GREEN (TX)

Ms. MOORE

Ms. CLARKE (NY)

Mr. JOHNSON (GA)

Ms. EDWARDS

Ms. FUDGE
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Ms. BAss (CA)
Ms. SEWELL

Ms. NORTON

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN

————————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4089, SPORTSMEN’S HERIT-
AGE ACT OF 2012, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

Ms. FOXX, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 112-444) on the resolution (H.
Res. 614) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 4089) to protect and en-
hance opportunities for recreational
hunting, fishing and shooting, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO KYLE
STOCKAMP

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate an outstanding young
man from Deep Gap, North Carolina.

Kyle Stockamp is set to graduate
from the United States Air Force Acad-
emy this May. He will be graduating as
squadron commander of his unit and
was recently selected to represent the
Air Force Academy at the Doolittle
Raider reunion.

He was selected as the number one
cadet from all of the history and FAS-
history majors to serve on the silver
goblet detail at this historic event.

Kyle was first nominated for the Air
Force Academy in 2006. In 2007, he left
the academy to spend time as a mis-
sionary in Taiwan and subsequently re-
turned to the academy.

Today, I am proud not only to con-
gratulate Kyle for graduating at the
top of his class but proud of his dedica-
tion and commitment to God and his
country.

May God continue to bless Kyle and
his family.

———

PRESLEY POE, #10

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as
the sun rose in the Hill Country short-
ly before 8 a.m., she breathed her first
breath of life. She weighed 6 pounds, 12
ounces, and was 19% inches long as she
arrived in Round Rock, Texas, on April
12 of this year.

Presley Poe is the fourth child born
to Suzy and Kurt Poe.

I call Presley #10 since I refer to each
of our grandchildren not only by name
but by their birth numbers as well.

Anyway, Presley, like all of us, did
not choose her family or her place of
birth, but she is blessed to be born to a
God-fearing family and in a Nation like
no other.
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There is something about little girls
that makes us smile. Maybe it’s their
happy spirit. Or is it that little glow of
angelic quality with a speck of mis-
chief? Or maybe it is we see in their
eyes a hope for a better and gentler
world. It’s all of these, of course.

So, welcome to the world, Presley. As
your grandfather, I hope you walk in
the path of goodness, giving, and grati-
tude—and that you attend the Univer-
sity of Texas and not Texas A&M.

And that’s just the way it is.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO ANN AND
JACK MURPHY ON THEIR 70th
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, occa-
sionally, we g0 to remarkable events,
and I did so last Saturday.

A couple that had reached the age of
94 and 92 were celebrating not only the
gentlelady’s birthday but also their
70th year of marriage. When I told peo-
ple where I had been, they said,
“You’ve got to be Kkidding. Seventy
years?”’

No, they were not married as teen-
agers, but they were married in their
twenties. They happen to be my aunt
and uncle, and I love those genes.

So congratulations to Ann and Jack
Murphy on Ann’s 90th birthday and
their 70th anniversary.

——————

AMERICA NEEDS A NEW TAX CODE

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row is tax day, and as Americans work
to file their taxes by midnight tomor-
row, they are reminded about how bro-
ken our Tax Code and our tax system
really is, how burdensome it has be-
come, how complicated it has become,
and how it has not kept up with to-
day’s economy.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, there
are too many in Washington that al-
ways believe the answer is only to raise
taxes rather than focusing on tax re-
form. Just a few weeks ago, the United
States became the number one country
in the developed world for having the
highest corporate tax rate. This is
something we should not be aspiring
to. A new medical device tax is set to
start next January that will be a hard-
hitting tax on the American success
story of medical innovation.

Mr. Speaker, we need a Tax Code
that promotes hard work, achievement,
innovation, and also savings and in-
vestment. Mr. Speaker, we need a Tax
Code that is simpler and fair and more
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competitive for all taxpayers so we can
grow our economy and create jobs.

———
0 1910

ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE
SECRET SERVICE AND THE GSA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker. I was in Colombia, South
America, this past week with the
President for what was an outstanding
discussion among 30 Presidents, includ-
ing the President of the United States.
The meeting reenforced our commit-
ment to South America and Central
America on business opportunities,
small business opportunities, human
rights, and the controlling of drug traf-
ficking.

At the same time, we had to, in es-
sence, listen and hear about a horrible
action that occurred by members of the
Secret Service. This does not under-
mine the Secret Service’s long years of
service for 147 years, but there must be
accountability.

I do not think that we should cede
any authority to the House Oversight
Committee. This is a question of Home-
land Security and national security,
and we must begin to act immediately
for a full investigation.

Finally, on the General Services Ad-
ministration, it should be cleaned up
and cleaned out. I know for a fact that
is true because monies that are being
spent on the Mickey Leland Federal
Building—the contractor is Gilbane.
They are adhering to no rules regard-
ing small businesses, minority-owned
businesses, diversity and workforce,
nothing at all. They are overseen by
the General Service Administration,
which has done absolutely nothing to
rein in companies like Gilbane that
have done nothing as it relates to di-
versity of small business and are doing
nothing to adhere to the American
value that everybody must have an op-
portunity under Federal funding.

GSA, clean up your act.

————

SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT OF
BAHRAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, this past break that we were just
on, I had an occasion to visit a great
friend and ally in the Persian Gulf
area. If we ever needed allies in that
area because of Iran, we sure need
them right now. I’'m talking about the
country of Bahrain.

Bahrain is a great friend, not only
because they have been historically a
friend of the United States, but we
have the Fifth Fleet there, and the
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Fifth Fleet is there to protect the in-
terests of that part of the world as well
as the United States of America. The
Strait of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf
are right there, and the Fifth Fleet is
there to guarantee that shipping of oil
from that part of the world can get
through. So Bahrain is extremely im-
portant to the United States, as well as
being a friend and an ally. In addition
to that, Bahrain is also a free trade
agreement partner. We have a great
free trade agreement with them, and
they’ve been absolutely great as far as
trade is concerned. I think we have a
trade surplus with them.

The reason I've brought this up to-
night, Mr. Speaker, is because I watch
television, and I've seen where there
has been a repressive government in
Bahrain. There is no question there
have been problems in the past. There
has been overreaction by the police in
certain instances in the past year, year
and a half. As a result, there were peo-
ple who were hurt severely when they
were demonstrating in the streets of
Bahrain. But the King and the Crown
Prince have worked very hard to solve
this problem.

One of the problems they have over
there is the Iranian Government is
working to try to undermine many of
the countries in the Persian Gulf, and
Bahrain is one of them; and there have
been people coming from Iran into
Bahrain to try to work with the dem-
onstrators to undermine that govern-
ment and overthrow it. People from
Bahrain who are fairly radical have
gone to Iran and Iraq to learn tactics
to employ against the government
there.

We have found that just recently
there have been firebombings of homes
of police. There have been firebombings
of police in the streets. Some of them
have burned to death. Just recently, at
one of the homes of a policeman there
who was gone, his wife and child were
there and their house was firebombed.

The police have been ordered by the
government, the King, and the Crown
Prince to be very careful in how they
react to the demonstrators. As a mat-
ter of fact, they don’t use ammunition;
they use tear gas to control the crowds.
So there is no attempt right now to
hurt the people there who are trying to
hurt the police and the government.

I think it’s important that we get the
proper perspective on what’s going on
over there because this is one country
that is extremely important to the
United States because of energy that
we get as well as trade and other
things. If the Strait of Hormuz were to
be closed down, if the Persian Gulf was
closed down, if they sank some ships in
there or if they put mines in the Strait
of Hormuz or the Persian Gulf, the
Fifth Fleet would have to go in and
clean those out to make sure that com-
merce continued through the Persian
Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz. So Bah-
rain is extremely important.

Now I want to make a couple of
points tonight that are extremely im-
portant.
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First of all, the government and the
police have made mistakes in the past;
there is no question about that. Dem-
onstrators, as I said before, have been
infiltrated by outside radical elements.
The demonstrators have used terrorist
tactics, as I said, to try to destroy and
undermine the government, and the
Molotov cocktail is one of the things
that they’ve been using. They’ve also
been learning other things from the
radicals that come in there or have
been trained by the Iranians.

The government has attempted to
solve the problems. As a matter of fact,
the King appointed an outside commis-
sion, and this is the commission report:
Report of the National Commission
Charged with the Recommendations of
the Bahrain Independent Commission
of Inquiry (BICI) Report. This is a huge
report. It’s not by the Government of
Bahrain. It’s by an outside group of
people who were being fair and objec-
tive when they made these rec-
ommendations to the government. The
King and the Crown Prince and the
government are doing everything they
can to implement these recommenda-
tions, and we need to applaud them for
doing that.

They are reaching out to the dem-
onstrators and the more radical ele-
ments to try to get them to the con-
ference table to solve these problems.
So far the demonstrators, supported in
large part by these radical elements,
will not come to the conference table
and discuss these issues. The govern-
ment is trying to reach out to them,
but the demonstrators don’t want to.
That’s something I think the world
needs to know and the people in this
country need to know. I hope our State
Department is paying attention to
this, because the State Department has
a different view in many respects than
what I found when I was there.

I want to stress very clearly tonight
that the government has reached out
to the demonstrators to discuss their
grievances, but they can’t get them to
sit down with them. The government 