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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBSTER).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 7, 2012.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DANIEL
WEBSTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 17, 2012, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

PAIN AT THE PUMP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, we’ve
all had to dig a little deeper in our
pocketbooks when visiting the gas sta-
tion lately. Gas has now reached $4 a
gallon in my district. Combined with
the stubbornly high unemployment
rate in Michigan, I know my constitu-
ents are hurting. However, the pain at
the pump has sparked more conversa-
tions than ever about domestic energy
development. Even the harshest of crit-
ics are starting to realize that Amer-

ican oil, American gas, and American
coal are viable solutions to our energy
crisis, with countless numbers of bene-
fits.

The time is ripe for our country to
embark on a new chapter in energy
production, American energy, an over-
haul of this, if you will. Right now
we’'re faced with an abundance of ex-
pansion possibilities all there for the
taking. New developments in science
and technology make this possible.
You’ve probably heard of at least a few
terms like ‘‘fracking,” ‘3D mapping,”’
and ‘‘horizontal drilling.”” These new
practices allow producers to easily ex-
tract natural gas, coal, and oil from
the ground, all while doing it cheaper,
safer, and with less disruption to the
landscape above. So why has this ad-
ministration, contrary to their rhet-
oric, chosen to obstruct progress, en-
ergy independence, and security for our
Nation?

House Republicans remain com-
mitted to addressing this abundance of
energy production and development.
That’s why we’re trying to open up new
areas for exploration and development.
American energy production is good for
the economy because it creates Amer-
ican jobs; it’s good for the deficit be-
cause of new American royalties; and
it’s good for our manufacturing be-
cause it brings American energy costs
down.

If President Obama had chosen to ac-
knowledge this reality 3 years ago,
we’d already be seeing more American
jobs and cheaper energy. Instead, he
has chosen to do little, sometimes even
standing in the way of potential
growth by letting Big Government be
the arbiter of job creation. For proof,
just look at the Solyndra fiasco, the re-
jected Keystone pipeline project, or
mounting job-killing EPA regulations.

The private sector, not government,
is and will always remain the real job
creator for our country. If producers
are given more liberty to pursue these

techniques, it could put America in a
position to become one of the largest
energy producers in the world. And
why not? We’re America. And that
would mean more money, more jobs,
greater security, and you can bet,
lower energy prices.

———
NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, ev-
erywhere you go in America, education
is a hot-button issue. Everyone has
opinions about what should be empha-
sized, changed, adjusted, where we
should spend more, where we should
spend it differently. This is a reflection
that Americans know what goes on in
our schools is very important. That’s
where we’re building America’s future
for our communities, our economy, for
our families.

This deep commitment to our chil-
dren should extend to one area in
schools where we should be building a
future that is focusing on the health of
these children: physical fitness, their
health habits, and importantly, their
diet.

When it comes to the health of our
children, our legacy is unfortunate.
Too many come from families that are
food insecure. One-half of American
children will, at some point in their
life, be on food stamps. Sixty-three per-
cent of American teachers report that
each month they buy food for children
in their classroom. Over 20 percent of
American households are just plain
hungry.

Sadly, in my State, those percent-
ages are even worse. Many children
who aren’t hungry per se, are hungry
for the right foods. They consume far
too many empty calories. Pizza, soda,
and baked goods are the top three
sources of calories for our children.
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Since 1980, childhood obesity has dou-
bled, so that today one in three chil-
dren is overweight or obese.

One of the most direct ways to at-
tack the problem is in our schools,
where over 31 million children receive
over five billion meals every year for
free and reduced lunches. Actually,
they are not just fed lunches anymore.
They are increasingly getting school
breakfasts and now school dinners. For
far too many low-income children, this
is frankly the only place that they’re
going to get the food they need.

We have to attack this problem be-
cause food in school is too often high in
starch and does not feature fresh fruits
and vegetables. Indeed, 40 percent of
American children do not get fresh
fruits and vegetables every day in
school.

Congress held up funding for the new
nutritional guidelines. It’s time for us
to get our act together here in Con-
gress. I would suggest that we might
honor this National School Lunch
Week and build upon the Hunger-Free
Kids Act that we had last Congress.
Don’t we think we can do more than
adding 6 cents per meal to the reim-
bursement rate? Can’t we allocate
more than $40 million for mandatory
farm-to-school funding to help promote
the use of local fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles? Isn’t it time to establish stronger
national nutritional standards for all
foods provided throughout the school
day? Maybe even the House would re-
consider and pass my amendment to
declare that pizza is no longer a vege-
table for school-lunch purposes.

We know what to do. I see it in my
community in Abernathy School, as
well as more than 40 other schools that
are providing education and nutrition
and gardening, as well as the math,
reading, and science skills, that help
kids grow, prepare, and learn to appre-
ciate healthy food. This is healthy not
just for the kids, but for the local econ-
omy; not only strengthening local
farms and ranches, it creates more
than 1'% other jobs off the farm. There
are now over 9,000 school programs na-
tionally that are dealing with pro-
viding this vital connection between
food, nutrition, and how kids learn.

I think that it is time for us in Con-
gress to stop being AWOL, to step for-
ward, be more deeply involved, resist
the special interests, and make Kkids’
nutrition a priority.

I think our generation ought to be
thinking about what we’re feeding kids
now, when you think about what kids
might be feeding us later.

————
0 1010

HONORING OUR TROOPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, about 3
years ago I initiated a House resolu-
tion, and I was joined by many of my
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colleagues on the Democratic side as
well as my friends on the Republican
side. The resolution called on the
Speaker of the House one time a
month, at that time, Ms. PELOSI, that
she would stand at the Speaker’s stand
and ask the Members of Congress to re-
member our troops in Afghanistan and
Iraq. I want to give her credit and
thanks that she did it for the whole
time that she was Speaker of the
House.

After my party, the Republican
Party became the majority, I wrote
Speaker BOEHNER and asked him if he
would continue that moment of re-
membrance of all of our troops in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, their families, and
those who gave their life and those who
were wounded.

I regret that I must say the last time
we did this was December 16 of 2011. I
intend to prepare a letter to Mr. BOEH-
NER and ask him, himself, not one time
do I remember, maybe one time that he
was in the Speaker’s chair and he said
the words of I thank you, those who
have served and those who have given
so much.

I don’t know if it is just because the
war is not on the front page, but last
week two Army captains from Fort
Bragg, North Carolina, who were try-
ing to train the Afghans, were shot
point-blank in their forehead and
killed. We have lost 40 Americans who
have been in Afghanistan trying to
train Afghans to be police and soldiers;
40 have been killed by the trainees.
And when you factor in the coalition
troops trying to train the Afghans, 70
have been Kkilled, including the 40
Americans.

We need to continue this process of
remembering those who have given so
much to our country because too many
times we get so wrapped up with major
issues like the debt, the deficit and
jobs, and so many important things,
but there is nothing more important
than those young men and women over
there in Afghanistan who are giving
their limbs and their life.

I went to Walter Reed about 3 weeks
ago and saw three Marines from my
district, Camp Lejeune Marine Base.
All three have lost both legs.

So I hope when we get back from the
next break next week, again I intend to
hand deliver a letter to the Speaker of
the House, as I did a year ago, and I
want the Speaker, himself, to stand at
the Speaker’s stand and read the words
thanking our men and women in uni-
form for their service to our Nation
and remembering the families who
have given a child dying for freedom. I
intend to follow through on this, and I
hope friends on both sides of the aisle
will join me in asking the Speaker to
continue this recognition of those who
have given so much.

With that, I will ask God to please
bless our men and women in uniform,
to please bless the families of our men
and women in uniform; God, in His lov-
ing arms, hold the families who have
given a child dying for freedom in Af-
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ghanistan and Iraq. I ask God to bless
the House and Senate that we will do
what is right in the eyes of God for His
people here in the United States of
America. I will ask God to please bless
the President of the United States that
he will do what is right in the eyes of
God for God’s people here in the United
States. And three times I will ask, God,
please, God, please, God, please con-
tinue to bless America.

——————

SUDAN PEACE, SECURITY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, just
yesterday the former top U.N. humani-
tarian official in Sudan, Mukesh
Kapila, issued a warning to the world.
He said that the Government of Su-
dan’s military is carrying out crimes
against humanity in the country’s
southern Nuba Mountains in the Suda-
nese state of South Kordofan. He said
that these acts remind him of Darfur.
Kapila said he saw military planes
striking villagers, the destruction of
food stocks, and literally a scorched-
earth policy. He said the attacks re-
minded him of what he witnessed in
Sudan’s Darfur region in 2003 and 2004
when the predominantly Arab govern-
ment in Khartoum targeted black
tribes. Kapila served as the U.N.’s top
humanitarian official in Sudan at the
time. He said that the world must act
now to prevent another Darfur-type
situation in the Nuba Mountains.

The people of South Kordofan and
Blue Nile, two states inside Sudan
along its southern border, are facing a
hunger crisis. They haven’t been able
to plant because the government of
President Bashir is bombing them in
their fields. Sudan has refused to let
humanitarian aid into the region. The
United States, the United Nations, and
other governments have condemned
these attacks against civilians.

My good friend and colleague, Con-
gressman FRANK WOLF, traveled to this
border region at the end of February.
He interviewed refugees, recorded their
stories of terror: bombing from the sky
and soldiers burning villages and
shooting defenseless civilians; mothers
fleeing for their lives with their chil-
dren, abandoning their homes. I urge
my colleagues to go to the Web site of
the Tom Lantos Human Rights Com-
mission and watch the video he has
posted there. That’s at
www.tlhrc.house.gov.

We need to speak out, Mr. Speaker.
We need to let our government and the
world know that people care and that
we demand protection for these people
from Khartoum’s murderous policies.

This is why I and my colleagues, Con-
gressmen FRANK WOLF and MIKE CAPU-
ANO, are introducing today the Sudan
Peace, Security and Accountability
Act. This bill calls for a comprehensive
approach towards Sudan to address and
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end the massive human rights viola-
tions that are taking place across that
country. No longer should we allow
President Bashir to blackmail the
international community by threat-
ening humanitarian workers in Darfur
if the world tries to reach the des-
perate people in the Nuba Mountains
with food and relief supplies.

We need a comprehensive strategy
and comprehensive sanctions against
Khartoum if the violations continue.
We need to let other countries know
that if they welcome and provide com-
fort to President Bashir and members
of his government who have been in-
dicted for crimes against humanity, in-
cluding genocide, that they, too, will
face sanctions.

We need to provide the Obama ad-
ministration with all the tools and all
the authority it needs to seek a com-
prehensive peace in Sudan, end human
rights violations, and bring those
guilty of crimes against humanity to
justice.

For decades the powers that be in
Khartoum have toyed with the inter-
national community, while its own
people paid the price over and over
again. It has to stop, Mr. Speaker. It
simply has to stop.

Let me end, Mr. Speaker, with a few
other remarks.

No one can come to the House floor
today and speak about Sudan and pro-
tecting the people of Sudan from their
murderous government without paying
tribute to our dear colleague, Donald
Payne.

Congressman Payne passed away yes-
terday from cancer. He would have
been an original cosponsor of the bill
I'm introducing today. No one fought
harder for human rights in Sudan. He
was among the very first to call atten-
tion to the genocide taking place in
Darfur. He traveled there, often alone,
with just one or two aides, to talk to
refugees inside Darfur and in camps
along the border and to stand witness
to their suffering. He was tireless in his
commitment to the people of Africa
and their well-being.

We all looked to him for leadership,
for advice, and for help. He extended
this same commitment to the people of
African descent in our own hemisphere.
I personally know how much he did to
promote the rights of Afro-Colombians
and to protect their leaders and com-
munities. We will miss him and we will
miss his leadership.

Mr. Speaker, he believed that human
rights ought to matter. And he be-
lieved, as we all should believe, that if
the United States of America stands
for anything, it ought to stand out loud
and foursquare for human rights.

——
PROTECT TRICARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I'm ex-
tremely disappointed by the Presi-
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dent’s fiscal year 2013 budget proposal,
which would dramatically increase
health care costs for our Nation’s vet-
erans and military personnel. While I
applaud the Pentagon’s willingness to
make tough choices, these changes are
simply unacceptable.

The President’s plan would hike an-
nual TRICARE premiums by up to 78
percent in the first year alone. Every 5
yvears, beneficiaries would face pre-
mium hikes ranging from 94 percent to
345 percent—345 percent, Mr. Speaker.
This means that a retired Army soldier
with a family could see his annual pre-
miums jump from $460 to $2,048. This is
disgraceful.

It’s wrong to impose crippling rate
increases on our Nation’s heroes while
leaving benefits for unionized civilian
defense workers untouched. It is wrong
to surreptitiously dismantle TRICARE
in an effort to funnel beneficiaries into
ObamaCare’s subsidized health care ex-
changes. It is wrong, and it is shame-
ful.

Mr. Speaker, I wear a pin every day
that says I support veterans. Every
American should be supporting vet-
erans. It is the reason we are here and
allowed to speak freely and the reason
Americans are able to speak and go
about their business every day doing
what they do because of the sacrifices
that have been made by those who have
served.

In every generation, the men and
women of America’s Armed Forces
have answered the call to service. They
have sacrificed greatly, and they de-
serve better than this.

0 1020
RUSH LIMBAUGH’S “APOLOGY”’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Here’s how sorry
Rush Limbaugh is for his attacks on a
law school student who dared to give
her opinion about access to contracep-
tion coverage. He’s so sorry that a full
transcript of his tirade, including the
words he ‘‘apologized’ for, was avail-
able yesterday under the heading
“Most Popular’” on the home page of
his Web site.

He’s so sorry that the verbatim docu-
ment of his March 1 rant, in which he
repeated his name-calling of Sandra
Fluke and mocked Democrats for criti-
cizing him, is right on his Web site
today under the title ‘‘Left freaks out
over Fluke remarks.” Also on
Limbaugh’s ‘‘Most Popular” list today
is “Democrats Are Desperate: Obama
Calls Sandra Fluke, the 30-Year-Old
Victim.” I don’t mean was on his Web
site, before he decided to apologize; I
mean it’s there today. Just click on
the link.

And this Monday, Limbaugh talked
at length about the discoveries his
staff had made about Ms. Fluke. Appar-
ently, in Rush Limbaugh’s world, part
of apologizing is researching and criti-
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cizing the person you’re apologizing to.
I want to give you a sample of
Limbaugh and his crack research
team’s eye-opening discoveries:

Here’s Limbaugh, verbatim,
March 5:

This woman, well, we’ve looked her up. I
mean she’s a full-fledged activist for wom-
en’s causes. And she has been to Berkeley,
she’s traveled all over the place. Cornell, she
graduated from the women’s studies courses
there. She’s a full-fledged feminist activist.

America, I join you in being shocked
at the discovery of these facts. Sandra
Fluke has traveled all over the place.
She’s even taken women’s studies
courses at Cornell. Women’s studies?
No wonder she gives her opinion in
public and thinks that women should
have some say over their health and re-
productive choices. I mean, what would
you expect from somebody who went to
Cornell?

There’s more. You see, I did my own
research, Limbaugh. It shows that Toni
Morrison, Ruth Bader Ginsburg and
Mae Jemison all went to Cornell, too.
And what do these three troublemakers
have in common? It’s obvious. They’re
women, women who somewhere in their
lives, most likely at Cornell, the same
place that brainwashed Sandra Fluke,
got the idea that they could accom-
plish anything they wanted to and
speak about it in public and have their
opinions respected.

Morrison—Nobel Prize. Ginsburg—
the Supreme Court of the TUnited
States of America. Mae Jemison even
got that great crazy idea she could be
the first black woman in space. Shock-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, here are the facts. A
glance at Rush Limbaugh’s Web site
makes it obvious that he continues to
spew nonsense and that he’s not the
least bit sorry for what he said. It
makes plain that he deeply resents
women who speak their mind. Those
who do are ‘‘full-fledged feminist activ-
ists’> who deserve only his scorn.

There are, however, some things to
visit Mr. Limbaugh’s Web site for. If
you want a bumper sticker calling
Obama, the President of the United
States, a socialist, or a T-shirt pro-
moting Rush Limbaugh for the Nobel
Peace Prize, then his Web site is the
place for you. But if you want a sincere
apology from a man who is sorry that
he called a decent young woman a
“slut,” you’re looking in the wrong
place.

Now, the truth is that what a radio
talk show host thinks about Sandra
Fluke really doesn’t matter, except for
one important point: the Republican
Party respects and fears Rush
Limbaugh. The three leading Repub-
lican contenders for President of the
United States won’t take him on.
Three men who are so tough that they
compete daily with each other to say
the most disparaging things about
President Barack Obama, three tough
talkers who promise to keep us safe
from terrorists, these tough guys are
struck speechless and cowardly by a

on
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man sitting behind a microphone in his
mansion out in Palm Beach, Florida.

When a talk show host calls a decent
American woman a slut and a pros-
titute, that’s sad and wrong. But when
Mitt Romney, the Republican Party’s
frontrunner for President, is asked
about it and all he can say is ‘‘it’s not
the language I would have used,” then
it’s a leadership crisis. I guess Mitt
Romney would have said she was a
“lady of the night.” What he should
have said was, ‘“‘Rush Limbaugh, you’re
dead wrong. Stop it.”

It’s time for all Americans to say
enough is enough. And it’s time for
anyone who wants to be a leader—even
Republicans who are terrified of Rush
Limbaugh—to stand up for treating
every woman with decency and respect.

COMMEMORATING MR. LOUIS
MICHOT, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. LANDRY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LANDRY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that I rise today as Lou-
isiana mourns the loss of another mem-
ber of the Greatest Generation. Yester-
day evening, Mr. Louis Michot, Jr.,
passed away, and he passed away at the
ripe old age of 89. As I visited with his
son this morning on the telephone, he
had a nice remark of saying, you know,
my dad would constantly say that if he
knew he was going to live that long, he
would have taken better care of him-
self. Imagine that.

Mr. Michot was born in 1922 in south
central Louisiana. At the age of 24, he
bravely served our country during
World War II in the Marine Corps.
After serving his country, he came
back and began living the American
Dream. He became an entrepreneur. He
started his own businesses. In 1958, he
bought a restaurant franchise which he
expanded all across south Louisiana.
He ventured into other businesses,
from cattle ranching to real estate to
oil and gas.

Later, in 1960, Mr. Michot sought to
serve his community and his State. He
was elected to the State House of Rep-
resentatives, where he served for 4
years before making a run for Gov-
ernor. He reentered the political arena
in 1968, when he won a seat on the Lou-
isiana State Board of Education, and
went on to serve the State as the State
superintendent from 1972 to 1976.

Outside the political sphere, Mr.
Michot was an admirable community
leader, a faithful husband, a loyal
friend, and a proud father of 10 beau-
tiful children. He passed on his belief of
civic responsibility and serving his
community to his children; three of
them served in public office, one con-
tinuing to serve as a district judge, an-
other as a State senator, and another
on the parish council. He was a long-
time member of the Lafayette Cham-
ber of Commerce, and he received the
esteemed Lafayette Civic Cup for his
many community service efforts in
1994.
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As Mr. Michot is laid to rest, it is my
hope that we reflect upon his life and
learn from the shining examples of
selfless service and civic duty that he
set forth. Though I'm sure he will be
missed by many, I'm confident that his
legacy of hard work and determination
will live on for many generations
through his children and their chil-
dren.

———

RECOGNIZING THE COURAGE OF
CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. BARROW) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BARROW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on the 47th anniversary of
Bloody Sunday to recognize the cour-
age of our colleague, Congressman
JOHN LEWIS, and the many forgotten
heroes of the civil rights movement.

Nearly 50 years ago in Selma, Ala-
bama, some 600 demonstrators marched
for equal voting rights for African
Americans. They got only as far as the
Edmund Pettus Bridge, where State
and local lawmen attacked them with
clubs and tear gas and drove them back
into Selma. Journalists captured the
brutality of these attacks, sparking
the public outrage that eventually led
to the passage of the Voting Rights Act
of 1965.

This Sunday, Congressman LEWIS re-
turned to that very bridge that
changed history. Again, he was met by
a large group of police—but this time
they served as his congressional escort.

Mr. Speaker, we’ve come a long way
in the last 50 years, but we still have a
long way to go in order to ensure
equality and justice for all, and I ask
that my colleagues join with me in
that work.

J 1030
JOBS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CANSECO) for 56 minutes.

Mr. CANSECO. Mr. Speaker, when it
comes to our economy, one thing is
abundantly clear: President Obama’s
policies have failed.

We are experiencing the worst
stretch of unemployment since the
Great Depression, despite a trillion-
dollar stimulus plan that the Obama
administration said would hold unem-
ployment below 8 percent and despite
record low interest rates.

The unemployment rate has re-
mained above 8 percent for 36 straight
months, and the Congressional Budget
Office estimates that the jobless rate
will remain above 8 percent through
2014. Almost 13 million Americans are
out of work, and the share of unem-
ployed people looking for work for
more than 6 months, or the long-term
unemployment, topped 40 percent in
December 2009 for the first time since
1948 and has remained above that level
ever since.
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Because his policies have failed,
President Obama has turned to the pol-
itics of envy and division. The only so-
lutions he can come up with involve
more spending, more taxes, and more
government. These are the policies
that failed in the first place.

House Republicans have a plan for
America’s job creators. It’s time for
the President and Democrats in the
Senate to stop blocking our jobs bills.

This week, the House will consider
the JOBS Act, a legislative package de-
signed to jump-start our economy and
restore opportunities for America’s pri-
mary job creators. These are our small
businesses, the start-ups, and the en-
trepreneurs.

In his State of the Union Address,
President Obama asked Congress to
send him a bill that helps small busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs succeed, and
the JOBS Act does exactly that.

———

CUTS TO AIR NATIONAL GUARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss the proposed fiscal
year 2013 cuts to the Air National
Guard.

Let me preface my remarks by ac-
knowledging that this country does
have a serious debt problem that re-
quires that everybody tighten their
belt. It requires, in my view, that we
have more revenues so that we can
have a sustainable budget where every-
body does their share, from taxpayers
to every Department in the govern-
ment. The Air Force has to be in-
cluded.

But under the Budget Control Act,
the proposal that the Air Force has
made to address the cuts that would be
required there is to single out and
focus its knife on the Air National
Guard. Now, that would affect 5,100
guardsmen who would lose their posi-
tion. It would also demobilize scores of
aircraft.

Now, as I mentioned, the Air Guard is
not by any means entitled to be ex-
empt from the challenge of coming in
compliance with the Budget Control
Act. Here’s the issue: when any Agen-
cy—whether it’s the Air Force, the
Army, whether it is the Department of
Education—makes its recommenda-
tions to comply with the Budget Con-
trol Act, it should be doing so on the
basis of what makes most sense to
strengthen that Agency, not to weaken
it.

The studies that have been done with
respect to the Air Force demonstrate
that the Air Guard is extraordinarily
cost effective. The Air Guard is getting
the job done for less money than any
other part of that Guard. Obviously,
the full Air Force is extremely impor-
tant. But why in the world would you
focus on the Guard when the Guard is
doing the job in a highly professional
and successful way—widely acknowl-
edged by all studies that have been
done—and is doing it for less money?
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So, number one, when studies have
shown that guardsmen and reservists
cost far less than Active Duty members
and you’re trying to meet budget con-
straints, don’t demobilize the efficient
and effective.

Number two, as our force shrinks as
a whole, the Air Guard is key to the
military term called ‘‘reversibility,”
that is, they can serve as a critical
operational and strategic reserve
should a larger force be needed in the
future to meet unforeseen cir-
cumstances. That is an essential re-
quirement of military readiness.

Third, the Air Guard can deliver—the
Air Guard has delivered. Their record
in Afghanistan and Iraq has proven
that the force can mobilize quickly and
accomplish the mission with great pro-
fessionalism.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t doubt that these
are very difficult and challenging
choices for the Air Force command to
make, and cutting the defense budget
always involves very difficult choices.
But these cuts that focus as signifi-
cantly as they do on the Air Guard,
which has proven to be efficient and ef-
fective, in my view are unwise.

I look forward to working with the
House Armed Services Committee and

the Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee to address my concerns.
——
JOBS ACT
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity
to address the House and to address the
Nation today.

As a small business owner, I know
the importance of fostering and cre-
ating an environment that promotes
job creation, economic security and op-
portunity, and allows especially small
businesses to grow.

I also know that Americans and
Michiganders and those in the Second
District in my home State of Michigan
and across the country are looking for
real solutions that will grow jobs now.
That’s why I support the JOBS Act. It
will jump-start our economy and re-
store opportunities for America’s pri-
mary job creators: our small busi-
nesses, start-ups, and entrepreneurs.

Now, I've been around long enough in
my first year here, Mr. Speaker, to un-
fortunately see that sometimes you
have to repackage ideas and put a dif-
ferent colored bow on it for people to
accept it because what we’re going to
be passing has been passed. I sit on the
Financial Services Committee. We’ve
passed a number of these bills—and all
of these bills, I believe. That’s part of
the America’s Job Creators Plan that
the House Republicans have put for-
ward. But what we’re doing today is we
are going to be putting this JOBS Act;
it’s compromised of six bills that have
been approved by the committee. Very
quickly, those six bills are:

One, Reopening the American Capital
Markets to Emerging Growth Compa-
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nies Act. What that’s going to do is it’s
going to allow temporary relief from
some of the onerous SEC, or Securities
and Exchange Commission, regulations
that are on those small businesses.

Number two, the Access to Capital
for Job Creators Act is going to allow
small companies to raise capital by,
again, removing some of those regu-
latory bans that are in there and that
say that a small business can’t use ad-
vertisements to go try to get and at-
tract investors. Well, in an age of
Internet and those kinds of things, that
has a huge impact. It also brings along
a concept that’s been out there called
crowdfunding.

That’s the third bill, Entrepreneur
Access to Credit Act. It is also going to
ease the requirements that allow
things like crowdfunding, people being
able to go and spread this out on
Facebook and Twitter and Internet and
to their friends, to pull in those small-
dollar investors that are going to be
able to give them the capital that they
need to launch that innovative idea.

Well, the fourth is the Small Com-
pany Capital Formation Act. It allows
small businesses to go public by ele-
vating the threshold that companies
are exempt from $5 million to $50 mil-
lion. That is going to be able to really,
truly impact those small entrepreneurs
and small business owners who are
looking to take their business to the
next step.

The fifth one is the Private Company
Flexibility and Growth Act. That’s ex-
pected to give small companies more
room to grow before having to go pub-
lic. Currently, there’s a regulation that
says you can have no more than 500 in-
vestors in your small company. This
doubles that. This says you can have
up to 1,000. We believe that that is also
going to be able to allow those small
businesses who are in transition, who
are in that acquisition mode, who are
in that growth mode, to be able to go
up there and be successful.

Finally, number six, the Capital Ex-
pansion Act would increase the number
of shareholders allowed to invest in a
community bank from 500 to 2,000. Why
would we include this part? Well, com-
munity banks really are the backbone
of many of those small investors.
They’re the ones that they go to
church with and shop at the grocery
store with. They know their busi-
nesses. They may know that it’s been a
long-term relationship with that local
community bank. By being able to ex-
pand the footprint of those community
banks, we’re going to be able to expand
their lending power as well to those
small businesses.

Well, it’s interesting that here we ac-
tually have a bipartisan package of
bills. This isn’t just something that’s
the Republicans’ ideas. In fact, in the
Financial Services Committee, we had
this as bipartisan votes. And really, it
truly is going to help create a healthier
environment for small businesses to
hire and expand.
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In fact, President Obama’s adminis-
tration released what’s called a State-
ment of Administration Policy yester-
day supporting this very act. We wel-
come his support and recognition of
this bill’s innovative solutions to en-
sure that small businesses can access
capital needed to expand, hire, and in-
vest. And again, that’s because you,
the American people, we here in the
House of Representatives are looking
for those real honest solutions.

Well, it’s far time that we get gov-
ernment out of the way of small busi-
nesses as well, the engine of our econ-
omy. We need to focus on the real econ-
omy, and our priority has to be that
focus.

According to the Kauffman Founda-
tion, start-up companies created nearly
40 million jobs, 40 million jobs since
1980, and the Small Business Adminis-
tration shows small businesses gen-
erate over 60 percent of all the new jobs
created here in the U.S. Sixty percent
of all those jobs that we are hoping to
have in this country are created by
these small businesses.

In fact, even the World Bank has a
report. It’s called ‘‘Doing Business,”
and it showed that the United States
has fallen to 13th for the ‘‘ease of start-
ing a business.”

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate this as a key to lasting, honest
economic recovery. And we need—
America needs—these real jobs, real so-
lutions, and real results right now.

———

STOP MILITARY RAPE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
again this morning to highlight the
epidemic of rape and sexual assault in
the military. I'm here to decry a code
of dishonor that protects rapists and
punishes victims. I’'m here to call out
an entrenched chain of command that
squashes reports of sexual assault be-
cause they bring unwanted attention
to the unit.

I stand here today, as I have 15 pre-
vious times, to tell the story of a U.S.
servicemember who was raped by a fel-
low servicemember and then robbed of
justice by an unfair system that puts
too much power in the hands of a sin-
gle commander.

The current system of injustice is
shamefully unfair. The story I'm about
to tell is of Airman First Class Jessica
Nicole Hinves of the United States Air
Force, whose attempt for justice was
snatched away by a single commander
who was only on the job for 4 days and
reversed a decision to move forward
with a court-martial.

The Department of Defense estimates
that more than 19,000 servicemembers
were raped or sexually assaulted in
2010, yet only 13 percent of them actu-
ally reported the rape; and of those 13
percent, only 8 percent of the perpetra-
tors were prosecuted and an even
smaller number were convicted.
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Airman First Class Jessica Nicole
Hinves, a former member of the Air
Force, was raped in 2009 by a coworker
who broke into her room through the
bathroom at approximately 3:00 a.m.
She sought medical care and bravely
reported the rape. Friends of the rapist
began harassing her, but Airman
Hinves was not intimidated. She right-
ly pursued the matter through the
military’s justice system, and the rap-
ist was scheduled to stand trial in his
court-martial.

But the airman who raped Airman
Hinves was never prosecuted. His new
commander intervened and halted the
court-martial. The new commander
had only been on the job for 4 days and
had no legal training, but still he dis-
missed the prosecution and the man
who raped Airman Hinves never was
brought to justice. Only 4 days on the
job, and the new commander inter-
vened in the judicial proceedings.

So what happened next? Well, the
rapist was given the award for Airman
of the Quarter, and Airman Hinves,
who was then transferred to another
base, now suffers from severe panic at-
tacks and anxiety.

Who can blame a victim for not
wanting to report a rape or other
humiliating assault? The current proc-
ess for adjudicating sexual assault and
rape in the military is shockingly un-
just and is more likely to punish a vic-
tim than a perpetrator.

Airman Hinves was the victim of a
violent crime. In response, she did ev-
erything right. But one commander’s
decision stood in the way of a fair pro-
ceeding against the perpetrator.

In the current military chain of com-
mand, commanders can issue virtually
any punishment or, in this case, the
rapist was not punished at all because
the command has complete authority
and discretion over how a degrading
and violent assault under their com-
mand is handled.

Command discretion empowers the
commander to decide if a case goes for-
ward to court-martial. The same com-
mander is empowered to determine
which JAG officer will serve as pros-
ecutor, which will serve as defense
counsel, who oversees the investiga-
tion, and even serve as convening au-
thority and, in nonjudicial cases, deter-
mine disciplinary action. All these
functions are given to the discretion of
one person. Simply put, command dis-
cretion sets up a dynamic fraught with
conflict of interest and potential abuse
of power.

This chain of command must be dis-
rupted. We can no longer accept that
victims of rape and abuse are beholden
to the judgment of a single superior.
Instead, victims should have the ben-
efit of impartiality by objective ex-
perts, which is what my bill, H.R. 3435,
the STOP Act does.

The STOP Act would take the pros-
ecution, reporting, oversight, inves-
tigation, and victim care of sexual as-
saults out of the hands of the normal
chain of command and place the juris-
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diction in the hands of an impartial of-
fice staffed by experts, both military
and civilian, but retain it in the mili-
tary.

Now you’ve heard the story of Air-
man Hinves. I will continue to tell sto-
ries like hers until this broken system
is fixed. I promise to continue to speak
out for those who have been victims of
sexual assault or rape in the military.

I wurge you to write me at
stopmilitaryrape@mail.house.gov.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE UNITED
STATES SERVICE ACADEMIES
FROM PENNSYLVANIA’S SEV-
ENTH DISTRICT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MEEHAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, let me
take a moment to associate myself
with the remarks of the gentlelady
from California and commend her for
her efforts in this point to identify the
steps that can be taken to alleviate the
issue of unaddressed rapes in the mili-
tary. As a former prosecutor, I com-
mend that effort and urge my col-
leagues, in a bipartisan fashion, to pay
attention to this issue and hope that
we might be able to find common
ground to alleviate this injustice.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 36
remarkable young people in my own
district. The following students from
Pennsylvania’s Seventh Congressional
District will receive my nomination for
the United States Service Academies.

Nominated to the United States Mili-
tary are: Domenic Luciani from Mon-
signor Bonner High School, Nicholas
Gustaitis from B. Reed Henderson High
School, Andrew Helbling from La Salle
College High School, Evan Harkins
from West Chester Bayard Rustin High
School, Kunal Jha from Delaware
County Christian High School, Daniel
McCormick from The Episcopal Acad-
emy, Ryan Fulmer from Devon Pre-
paratory School, Dean Feinman from
Haverford High School, and Isacc Wag-
ner graduating from the Pennsylvania
Homeschoolers Accreditation Agency.

Nominated to the TUnited States
Naval Academy are: Maxwell Wiechec
from West Chester East High School,
Sean Ridinger from Marple Newtown
High School, Timothy Bell from Arch-
bishop John Carroll High School,
Micheal Cerrato from Methacton Sen-
ior High School, Fletcher Criswell from
Spring-Ford Senior High  School,
Micheal Dartnell from Monsignor Bon-
ner High School, Thomas Dolan from
Ridley High School, Andrew Driban
from Garnet Valley High School, Peter
Guo from Conestoga High School, Jo-
seph Horn from Roman Catholic High
School, William Kacergis from The
Episcopal Academy, Alexander La
Bruno from St. Joseph’s Preparatory
School, Brian Landi from Marple New-
town High School, Luke Lawrence
from West Chester East High School,
Michael McKernan from Penncrest
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High School, Eric Milkowski from
Monsignor Bonner High School, Jack-
son Pierucci from Malvern Preparatory
School, Thomas Shiiba from Strath
Haven High School, Joseph Sincavage
from St. Joseph’s Prepatory School,
and Eric Csop from Strath Haven High
School has been nominated to both the
Naval Academy and the Air Force
Academy.

Nominated to the United States Air
Force Academy are: Caitlin Sullivan
from Radnor Senior High School, Re-
becca Bates from Villa Maria Acad-
emy, Kevin Brewer from Monsignor
Bonner High School, Meghan Callahan
from Cardinal O’Hara High School, and
Kyle Schwirian from Spring-Ford High
School.

And lastly, to the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy are: Kelly Choi
from Garnet Valley High School and
Peter Heinbockel from Strath Haven
High School.

Mr. Speaker, it’s my privilege to
nominate these fine young men and
women to our United States Service
Academies, some of the finest institu-
tions in the world. These exceptional
students have demonstrated them-
selves to be the best of the best. I in-
vite the people of southeastern Penn-
sylvania to join me in honoring them
for their willingness to serve our coun-
try, and I wish each and every one of
them all of the best in their bright fu-
tures ahead.

——
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WE NEED A GREATER COMMIT-
MENT TO PEACE AND SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WOOLSEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, today
marks exactly 125 months to the day
that we’ve been at war with Afghani-
stan. That’s 126 months that we have
been sending brave young men and
women to be maimed and Kkilled in a
conflict that is not advancing our val-
ues but actually degrading them.

I've never believed more fervently
that this war is a national security dis-
aster, as well as a national tragedy and
a moral catastrophe.

What we need, Mr. Speaker, is a
greater commitment to peace and secu-
rity. What we need is a more generous
humanitarian spirit. What we need is
diplomacy and international dialogue,
cooperation, and conflict resolution.
What we need is to cherish human life
and human dignity here in the United
States and on every corner of the
globe.

Yesterday, we lost one of this body’s
fierce champions for these values, our
colleague, Donald Payne. He was a
peacemaker, a man of conscience, an
ambassador of decency and compas-
sion. He would not tolerate genocide
and despair. He didn’t turn a blind eye
to human suffering, and he didn’t care
if it was happening in Newark or Nige-
ria. He went to some of the most dan-
gerous places on Earth to make lives
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and conditions better. He was a voice
for the otherwise voiceless. He used his
power to advocate for people who were
otherwise powerless.

In the mid-nineties, I observed Rep-
resentative Payne at a hearing with
the Bush State Department. He was ar-
guing, he was pleading with the State
Department to designate the Darfur
genocide. He actually had tears in his
eyes and tears in his voice, and this is
a man known for being very mild man-
nered.

His compelling arguments and his
compassion and passion actually made
it possible to convince the world to
condemn the Sudan/Darfur govern-
ment’s role in planning and executing
the militia’s campaign to Kkill. His
leadership had an indelible impact on
African nations.

Congressman Payne shared my belief
that the wars we’ve been fighting for
the last decade are dreadful mistakes.
He was one of those who stood with us
in 2005, when the war in Iraq was still
popular, to say no, this is wrong, we
have to bring our troops home. But he
also understood that it wasn’t just
about ending war, Mr. Speaker. It was
about also leaving something else be-
hind: hope, opportunity, democracy,
and human rights.

He knew that the key to ending vio-
lence, terrorism, and instability was to
build up human capital, to fight hunger
and disease, to defend and advance
women’s rights, to build strong
schools, and provide decent health care
worldwide.

We’ve lost Donald Payne. But in his
honor, let’s not lose sight of the ideals
he made his life’s work. Let’s not lose
sight of the goals he fought for so tena-
ciously.

Because of Donald Payne’s example, 1
will fight forever for peace and for sta-
bility worldwide, and believe me, the
beginning of this effort will be to bring
our troops home from Afghanistan.

———

VOICE OF TEXAS—BILL BAGI:
CROSBY, TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, like
many Members of Congress, I receive
thousands of emails from my neighbors
each month about the issues that are
important to them. Since I work for
them and I’'m their advocate, it is im-
portant that I bring their words di-
rectly to the House floor and let other
Members hear what I call the pulse of
Texans.

Bill Bagi, from Crosby, Texas, re-
cently wrote me about the deterio-
rating condition of our southern border
with Mexico. Here’s what he has to say:

I own and operate a heavy, specialized
trucking company and transport specialized
freight around the USA and Canada. One-
fourth of my freight ends up in the south
Texas towns of McAllen, Pharr, and Browns-
ville, and other towns.

Over the last 10 years, I have watched the
border in south Texas deteriorate with not
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only undocumented crossing, but much
worse—the cartels. I know from many of my
business customers along the U.S. border
that this cartel issue is becoming a very seri-
ous issue. Many speak of a blood bath to
come on the Rio Grande River.

I urge you to ask the Congress and our
President to not stop the deployment of peo-
ple on the southern border, but to increase
them tenfold to protect our U.S. citizens liv-
ing in America.

This is much more serious than the media
and the government want to admit.

Does the U.S. government want a blood
bath to take place before they protect our
U.S. southern home front? We must stop the
infusion of these cartels at the Rio Grande,
or they will infest the whole United States,
as the Chicago cartel did back in the mob
days.

Families are not arming themselves for fun
in south Texas. They are preparing for the
worst to come. Many believe the U.S. gov-
ernment will not be there when the time
comes and we need them. If we don’t stop
them in south Texas, than Houston and Dal-
las will be infested with cartel influence.

I have great concerns that they are already
operating in the Highlands/Baytown area of
southeast Texas.

Thanks for your past support and future
drive to protect U.S. citizens.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bagi tells us that
he’s scared to even go to the south
Texas border region. He is a business-
man, and he sees firsthand, as the citi-
zens who live on the border do, the
problem with the drug cartels.

He is not alone. Mexico is quickly be-
coming, in my opinion, a failed state.
Texas towns are in danger because the
Federal Government just does not ade-
quately defend the homeland. Bureau-
crats in Washington should listen to
the people who actually live and work
on the southern border.

Unlike what our government wants
us to believe, the drug cartels do not
stop at the Mexican-Texas border. Even
just last week, our border patrol came
under gunfire on the border in Texas
from the Mexican side of the border.
Mr. Speaker, we send troops to foreign
nations to protect their borders. Why
don’t we protect our own?

Local sheriffs and the border patrol
do the best they can with what they
have, but it’s just not enough. It’s real-
ly past time for the Federal Govern-
ment to step up and make Mr. Bagi and
all Americans feel safe again. After all,
the Constitution actually requires the
Federal Government to protect the
homeland.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
WHERE ARE THE JOBS?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. McDERMOTT) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, this
week is yet another week in which the
House of Representatives has done vir-
tually nothing. We heard my col-
leagues say they’re repackaging some
bills, putting a new bow around it, and
they’re going to pass it out of here. It’s
a press release for the week that they
g0 home.
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After 14 months of running the
House, Republicans haven’t passed a
real jobs bill. I'11 give a great example.

Economists and business people know
that the biggest growth markets for
American companies are exports. When
we support U.S. exports, we are sup-
porting American economics. But to
support, we need the Export-Import
Bank.

The Ex-Im Bank is a wonder. It pro-
vides extremely low-risk loans for busi-
nesses for exports, small business, me-
dium-size, and big. The U.S. Export-Im-
port Bank does not cost the American
taxpayers one penny. It actually makes
money, and it helps American busi-
nesses and workers sell hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars of American goods.

In short, the Ex-Im Bank does just
what we need to be doing: compete in
the world economy with every tool we
have.

Study after study, year after year
says that American export efforts need
a huge overhaul.

The President is doing all he can. He
stood in this well and talked about it
and has put forward proposals. But
with simple legislation like the exten-
sion of the Export-Import Bank, we
could do very much more. The Export-
Import Bank is the center of our export
strategy.

0 1100

Now, how does it work?

General Electric was recently bidding
on a $500 million rail project to supply
150 diesel-electric locomotives to Paki-
stan. Pakistani officials told GE they
preferred the GE locomotives and were
willing to pay a premium for their high
quality and dependability.

There was a complication in that the
bid from the Chinese locomotive manu-
facturer included a financing package
with longer terms and drastically re-
duced fees that GE could not match on
its own with private sector financing.
The Export-Import Bank stepped in
with a financing package that matched
the Chinese financing package and en-
abled Pakistan to make its decision on
a true apples-to-apples comparison of
American and Chinese goods.

We can win that one. We can win it
always when we have a level playing
field. That’s what the Export-Import
Bank does. It helps us compete.

It’s not just big businesses—GE, Boe-
ing. It is also that every office in the
Congress receives a letter once a
month from the Export-Import Bank,
telling us of the companies that got
that service in our districts. Nucor
Steel, Brooks Rand Labs, NOVA Fish-
eries, American Wine Trade, Coastal
Environmental Systems, International
Lubricants, which are all in my dis-
trict, receive the support of the Ex-
port-Import Bank. Without it, they
could not have done business on their
own.

Now, in the past year, not only have
we supported $34 billion worth of ex-
ports and 227,000 jobs in 3,300 companies
in this country, but the U.S. Treasury
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has gotten back $3.4 billion in fees from
the loans they make.

So where are we?

Fifty countries in the world do this.
China is using every tool available to
it, including this one; but the House
Republicans sit over there with their
heads stuck in the sand, and we’re
about a month away from it expiring.
We should increase the amount of
money we allow the Export-Import
Bank to use. Remember, the Export-
Import Bank makes money on ex-
tremely low-risk loans to support tens
of thousands of jobs in the United
States. Why aren’t we working on this
kind of jobs legislation? Well, it’s be-
cause the President asked for it. They
are so determined, Mr. Speaker, to pre-
vent the President from being re-
elected that they won’t do what’s good
for American business and what’s good
for American workers.

This is not partisan. These small
companies are all over our districts.
They want to make loans. They want
to make sales overseas. They need the
help of this bank, and the Republican
leadership sits—I don’t know where
they are. They’'re somewhere in a dark
room. Somebody should turn on the
light and tell them there is some stuff
to be done and to get out here and pass
a real bill, not this jobs cockamamie
thing we’re going to do in a few days
about repackaging stuff we’ve already
passed.

—————

WOMEN’S ACCESS TO HEALTH
CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. This is
a month that we note as celebrating
women and women’s history as a major
component of the wonderful history of
the greatest Nation in the world. How
proud we are of a Nation that supports
people’s rights no matter your walk of
life or religious background or ethnic
background; and how proud we are now
in 2012 to note that there are men and
women on the front lines, on the bat-
tlefields defending America’s freedom.

So I rise today to continue my advo-
cacy for women’s rights. I note that I
have been a proponent of women’s
rights from the earliest part of my ca-
reer as a lawyer, as a civic participant,
as a civilian in my hometown of Hous-
ton, as a mother, certainly as a wife,
and as a public servant now as a Mem-
ber of the United States Congress.

I am delighted to acknowledge the
Congressional Women’s Caucus and to
note that the mission of the Women’s
Caucus is to improve the lives of
women and their families. Since 1977,
the caucus has focused on issues that
are pertinent to women—from fair
credit to child support, equitable pay,
retirement income, preventing domes-
tic violence at home and internation-
ally, and of course preventing sexual
assault.

So I rise today with a degree of con-
sternation and a resounding stand
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against the siege and onslaught of
women’s access to health care. Let me
be very clear: women’s access to health
care is not a battle about a woman’s
choice or the utilization of contracep-
tives or family planning. It is, simply,
women’s access to health care. The
issue of birth control is an issue of
women’s health care. Let me give you
a recent study’s commentary by the
National Women’s Law Center:

It found that 25-year-old women have
been charged up to 84 percent more
than their male contemporaries for in-
dividual health plans that specifically
exclude maternity coverage. Liet me be
very clear: 84 percent higher than a
male’s plan to allow a woman to have
access to health care. Therein lies the
purpose of the Affordable Care Act—
not individual mandates but to be able
to even the playing field for women’s
health care. Therefore, let me indicate
that using or not using birth control or
family planning is an individual mat-
ter, but you cannot obtain those with-
out a prescription. It should be a deci-
sion between a woman, her conscience,
her doctor, and certainly her faith. So
I wish to address the recent tenor of
the debate on birth control.

A young law student, Sandra Fluke,
came before this body, before the Mem-
bers of Congress, and testified regard-
ing coverage for family planning and
contraceptives. She was then publicly
derailed as being a slut and a pros-
titute. I would hope the days of deroga-
tory terms to silence women’s opinions
are over forever, particularly when
they speak about truth. She recounted
the story of a young friend who lost an
ovary.

Let me repeat: she, Ms. Fluke, re-
counted a story of a young friend who
lost an ovary due to polycystic ovarian
fibroids, which can be managed by con-
traceptives through prescription. Un-
fortunately, that young woman could
not afford contraceptives and had to
endure terrible pain. As a result of ask-
ing for help to address female law stu-
dents’ health concerns, Ms. Fluke, in
coming to this body as an American
citizen, as is her right to petition and
speak to the Members of Congress, was
called a slut and a prostitute by an en-
tertainment talk-show host.

Calling women these sorts of names
is no more than vile, underhanded and
a way of defeating one’s right to speak.
I don’t deny the right of entertainers
and talk-show entertainers and flam-
boyant conversationalists to speak all
day, but there has to be a defining mo-
ment of dignity and respect to any-
one’s disagreement. So I hope more and
more advertisers will recognize that a
woman’s power is greater than the in-
dividual entertainer’s power. Drop off
of that show. Drop off one by one, day
by day. Leave them to the old-fash-
ioned medicine of the 1800s—the pills
that will cure all. Let the old doc medi-
cine be their advertisers. That’s about
the level that they should be at.

Women’s health is so very important;
and at some point, reproductive health
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is very much a part of it. Polycystic
ovarian syndrome is helped by contra-
ceptives. Mr. Speaker, all of these—
endometriosis, the lack of menstrual
periods, menstrual cramps, pre-
menstrual syndrome—are helped by
treatment and access to women’s
health.

Let me finally say in conclusion that
when you cut Medicaid, you cut poor
women’s access to health care. I will
stand and fight for women’s access to
health care and their own decisions be-
cause it is part of the American way.
So let us stand together, united as a
Nation, being fair and open to all opin-
ions, but never denying a woman, along
with every other American, access to
health care.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 9 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

Lord, You have promised to be with
all people wherever they are, whatever
their need. We reach out in prayer for
the homeless, the poor, those anxious
about the future, those who are ill, or
those to whom freedom has been de-
nied.

Bless the Members of this people’s
House. Inspire them as representatives
of the American people to labor for jus-
tice and righteousness in our Nation
and our world, mindful of Your concern
for those most in need.

For all the riches of our human expe-
rience, O Lord, we give You thanks.
Make us aware of our responsibilities
as stewards of Your divine gifts and
empower us with Your grace to faith-
fully and earnestly use our talents in
ways that bring understanding to our
communities and our Nation and peace
to every soul.

May all we do be done for Your great-
er honor and glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 1886. An act to prevent trafficking in
counterfeit drugs.

The message also announced, that
pursuant to the provisions of S. Con.
Res. 35 (One Hundred Twelfth Con-
gress), the Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, appoints the following Sen-
ators to the Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on Inaugural Ceremonies:

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER); and

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
ALEXANDER).

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

PORTS CAUCUS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last
week, Congresswoman JANICE HAHN
(CA) and I hosted the inaugural event
for the Dbipartisan congressional
PORTS Caucus.

The PORTS Caucus currently in-
cludes a bipartisan group of 42 Mem-
bers of Congress, representing 19 States
and two territories.

I represent several ports in southeast
Texas, and I am pleased that our Na-
tion’s ports now have a voice in Con-
gress. Ms. HAHN represents ports on the
west coast.

Ports are critical to our national se-
curity and our economic security. They
are America’s link to the rest of the
world, whether it’s the food we eat, the
car we drive, the light bulb we use in
our homes, or the clothes we wear.
Every American household is impacted
by some activity at our ports.

The PORTS Caucus will raise aware-
ness and educate others about the
major issues important to American
ports.

I look forward to working with Con-
gresswoman HAHN, and I want to thank
her for thinking of this idea; I look for-
ward to working with other Members
of Congress to ensure economic growth
in America.
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And that’s just the way it is.

GIRL SCOUTS OF RHODE ISLAND

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Girl Scouts of Rhode Is-
land, a program that strives to help
young girls become model citizens.

In honor of the 100th anniversary of
the Girl Scouts of America, as well as
National Women’s History Month, I'm
pleased to recognize the contributions
that the Girl Scouts have made in
Rhode Island where it has reached 9,400
girls through its 770 troops in the past
year.

More than just going door to door
selling Thin Mints and Tagalongs to
their friends and neighbors, the Girl
Scouts of Rhode Island provide young
women and girls across our State with
the opportunity to take part in a group
that builds girls of honor, confidence,
courage, and character who make the
world a better place and giving them a
foundation for success later in life.

The Girl Scouts of Rhode Island
should take great pride in the work
they do every day.

I congratulate the Girl Scouts of
Rhode Island on their incredible work.

———

CBO PROJECTS HIGH
UNEMPLOYMENT UNTIL 2014

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last month the Congressional
Budget Office released a report which
stated that our Nation’s unemploy-
ment rate is not expected to dip below
8 percent until 2014, which reveals the
President’s policies have failed and de-
stroyed jobs. America is experiencing
the longest stretch of high unemploy-
ment since the Great Depression. The
study also concluded that if every
American searching for employment
were counted, sadly our unemployment
rate would be around 15 percent.

When the President lobbied for his
economic plan, he promised that our
unemployment rate would not exceed 8
percent. Instead, February marks the
36th month where the unemployment
rate has been above 8 percent. This is a
tragedy for American families.

House Republicans are focused on
putting American families back to
work. I urge the President and the lib-
eral-controlled Senate to take imme-
diate action of the dozens of job-cre-
ation bills that have passed the House
with bipartisan support.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———
TEXAS INDEPENDENCE DAY

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, last Friday, March 2, 2012,
marked Texas Independence Day.

It was 176 years ago that the Texas
Declaration of Independence was rati-
fied by the convention of 1836 at Wash-
ington-on-the-Brazos, Texas.

A military dictatorship took over
Mexico, abolishing the Mexican Con-
stitution. The dictatorship refused to
provide trial by jury, freedom of reli-
gion, public education for its citizens,
and allowed the confiscation of fire-
arms. The last one being the most in-
tolerable, particularly among Texans.

Failure to provide these basic rights
violated the sacred contract between a
government and its people. Texas did
what we still do today, stood up for our
rights. In response, the Mexican Army
marched to Texas, waging a war on the
land and the people, enforcing the de-
crees of the military dictatorship
through brute force and without any
democratic legitimacy.

As future Texas President and Gov-
ernor Sam Houston, along with other
delegates, signed the Texas Declara-
tion of Independence, General Santa
Anna’s army besieged the independence
forces at the Alamo in San Antonio.

Yesterday, March 6, 176 years ago, 4
days after the signing, the Alamo fell
with Lieutenant Colonel William Bar-
rett Travis, former Tennessee Con-
gressman David Crockett, and approxi-
mately 200 other Texas defenders.

In a dramatic turnaround, Texans
achieved their independence several
weeks later on April 21, 1836. Roughly
900 members of the Texas Army over-
powered a larger Mexican force. I'm
proud to represent the San Jacinto
Battlefield and State Park.

God bless Texas and God bless Amer-
ica.

——

THE JOBS ACT

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, today
we’re considering a bipartisan legisla-
tive package called the JOBS Act,
Jumpstart Our Business Startups. This
is what our constituents want us to do,
and they want to see us get it done.

The JOBS Act is a legislative pack-
age designed to move our economy and
restore opportunities for America’s pri-
mary job creators, our small busi-
nesses, start-ups, and entrepreneurs.
These measures create capital forma-
tion, will spur the growth of start-ups
and small businesses, and pave the way
for more small-scale businesses to go
public and create more jobs.

As I said, this has broad bipartisan
support. Of the six bills, only 32 Mem-
bers voted ‘“‘no”’ on all six of these bills
as they moved through the House and
the committee.

In his State of the Union, the Presi-
dent asked us to send him a bill that
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helps small businesses and entre-
preneurs, and that’s exactly what the
JOBS Act does. We’re presented with
an opportunity to act in a truly bipar-
tisan fashion that will promote job
growth across our Nation. So we should
join together, I believe, as Republicans
and Democrats, House and Senate, to
give the President the piece of legisla-
tion so he can sign it into law.

———

CASSIUS 8. WILLIAMS

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Today, I rise to
congratulate Cassius S. Williams, a
dear friend, who is the recipient of
North Carolina State University’s
Watauga Medal Award.

Each year, NC State honors alumni
for outstanding contributions to the
university by bestowing on them the
Watauga Medal Award.

Recipients of this historic award un-
derstand the enormous value of edu-
cation, and their commitment to that
idea has generated immeasurable pros-
perity for communities across Amer-
ica.

Watauga Medal Award recipients are
candles in the dark, men and women of
great purpose who have injected their
talents into the lifeblood of North
Carolina State University.

Mr. Speaker, this week Cassius S.
Williams of Greenville, North Carolina,
joined the ranks of great servants as
its newest honoree. Without a doubt,
his work will continue to foster a bet-
ter education for our children that will
create a brighter future for North
Carolina.

The House of Representatives appre-
ciates Cassius Williams.

——
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MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER TO
STAND BY ISRAEL

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I had the opportunity to meet
with many of my constituents who
were here to advocate for continued
support for Israel. I had the oppor-
tunity to listen to Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s remarks on the impor-
tance of the American-Israeli alliance
and friendship. I'm here to tell them
today that I could not agree more, and
that at no time has the bond between
our countries been more important.

In an increasingly uncertain and un-
stable region in the world, Israel has
proven time and again to be a steadfast
friend. In a region governed at best by
fledgling democracies with uncertain
futures and at worst by brutal authori-
tarian dictatorships, Israel is a cham-
pion of democracy and freedom.

But today Israel is surrounded by in-
creasingly unstable neighbors. Just
over the horizon, they’re faced with an

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Iranian regime that threatens them
with annihilation.

In these circumstances, we must do
what is right and stand with our
friends and allies, the Israeli people.
I've been proud to do so in this Cham-
ber, and I will continue to do so in the
weeks and months ahead.

———

CREATE JOBS

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, 56 percent of
Americans think that creating new
jobs should be Congress’ number 1 pri-
ority, but since taking control of the
House, the Republicans have yet to
pass one single jobs bill.

Republicans have been more inter-
ested in obstructing than finding solu-
tions. They said ‘“‘no”” to the American
Jobs Act. Then they introduced a
transportation bill that would cut
550,000 jobs. Now with gas prices on the
rise, they refuse to roll up their sleeves
and get to work.

We should be voting today on legisla-
tion to cut billions in tax breaks for
big oil companies, crack down on spec-
ulators who are inflating prices at the
pump, and invest in new sources such
as solar energy and new energy. But in-
stead, we have more of the same par-
tisan gridlock from the Party of No.

Our constituents deserve more.
America deserves more. Let’s get to
work now. Lower the gas prices and
create jobs.

———

HIGH ENERGY PRICES

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to call attention to the millions of
families and small business owners
across America who are feeling the im-
pact of high energy prices.

According to AAA, the national aver-
age of a gallon of gasoline currently
stands at $3.77, with no sign of relief in
the near future. Couple this with high-
er utility rates, and Americans are
struggling under the weight of ever-in-
creasing energy costs. Yet Washington
continues to attempt to pile more reg-
ulations and higher taxes on energy
producers in this country.

Let’s be clear: higher energy taxes,
more utility mandates, and bigger reg-
ulatory burdens drive up the cost of en-
ergy production. Washington will not
lower energy costs for Americans by
placing further roadblocks in the way
of energy production in this country.

As workers sit idly waiting to con-
struct the Keystone pipeline and util-
ity and energy producers work to re-
move government burdens and barriers,
the American people are losing. It’s
time we get the Federal Government
out of the way and work together to-
wards bipartisan solutions that get
America producing domestic sources of
energy in all forms.
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Let’s lower energy costs for all
Americans, and let’s get our economy
growing again.

GAS PRICES

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, have you been
to the gas station recently and been
shocked? Gas is above $4 a gallon, in
many parts of the country, and climb-
ing. That’s 29 cents more than only a
month ago. Families everywhere are
feeling the pinch.

But why?

It doesn’t make sense. Supply is up.
We’ve quadrupled U.S. drilling rigs
over the past 3 years. Oil production is
at its highest in a decade. Last year,
the import of oil fell to its lowest level
in 16 years.

The answer is Wall Street specu-
lators who buy oil and hoard it. They
take it off the market and lower supply
until the price goes way up. Then they
sell it and make a killing off the Amer-
ican people. That’s not fair.

We can’t drill our way out of this
problem. We must end Wall Street
speculation, end subsidies for the oil
companies, and end the political rhet-
oric. Let’s have real solutions to the
problems.

———

AFTER-BIRTH ABORTION

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 23, the Journal of Medical Ethics
published an article, entitled, ‘‘After-
birth abortion: why should the baby
live?”’

The authors argue that an infant
child can be killed since they do not
have the same moral status as a ‘“‘per-
son.” They go even further to say that
adoption is not always in the best in-
terest of an unwanted child.

The furor over this article has been
immense. Unfortunately, the editors
defend publishing this article on the
basis that there should be reasoned en-
gagement on the subject.

This article may have the form of
scholarly argument, but its substance
is madness. The authors maintain that
a baby can only be granted personhood
through the recognition of other
human beings. They fundamentally re-
ject something that we all hold dear:
that all men are endowed by their Cre-
ator with the right to life.

A healthy amount of anger over this
article is not only natural but also
right. It is shocking and sad to see
such destructive arguments given cre-
dence in a premier medical journal.

———
WHERE ARE THE JOBS?

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, this is supposed to be the people’s
House, but for 428 days of Republican
leadership, the American people have
been stuck on the outside looking in.
House Tea Party Republicans have
locked millions of Americans out of
this economy and thrown away the
key.

Republicans have gambled on tax
cuts for millionaires, o0il companies,
and special interests and fought to lay
off droves of teachers, cops, and fire-
fighters, all in an effort to see Presi-
dent Obama and our recovery fail.

Now, after 2 years of private sector
job growth under President Obama, Re-
publicans claim that they now have a
jobs plan. Well, I'm going to tell you,
rooting against the President, hoping
that he will fail, is not a jobs plan.
That’s called sabotage.

Republicans have defaulted on their
promises to the American people that
they would work to create jobs. In-
stead, they have started a war against
women’s health.

How much longer will Americans
with no jobs, no hope, and no money
have to wait before the Republicans
pass a jobs bill?

————

THE BENEFITS OF
CONTRACEPTION

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, at
a speak-out on women’s right to birth
control, I solicited comments from the
huge audience that attended, and here
are a few.

Reverend Luke Pepper writes:

As a Christian and as a minister, I believe
that it is important and necessary that we
promote the quality of health care and live-
lihood of the families in this country. Pro-
viding access and availability of quality con-
traception to women is the right and moral
thing to do.

A young anonymous woman wrote:

I'm a virgin. I take birth control because I
have polycystic ovary syndrome, and it will
reduce my risk of uterine cancer.

Diane writes:

My oldest son is on the autism spectrum.
Nearly 6 years after he was born, my hus-
band and I judged our family ready to sup-
port and nurture a second child. If, through
the lack of access to birth control, we had
been forced to risk an unplanned pregnancy
before we were ready, we would not have had
the resources—financial or emotional—to
give our older son the care and support he
needed that enabled him to become the fine
young man he is. Nor would we have been
able to devote full care and attention to his
beloved young brother.

——
TRIBUTE TO JAN DOMENE

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
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tribute to a true champion for edu-
cation, Jan Harp Domene, who passed
away this past Monday.

Jan was a fervent advocate for chil-
dren. She was serving our community
for more than 35 years with the Parent
Teacher Association, and she eventu-
ally became the head of the PTA in
2007, the National PTA.

During her time with the PTA, Jan
facilitated collaborative partnerships
with many education, health, safety,
and child advocacy groups to benefit
children and provide valuable resources
to PTA members. As President, she
raised the level of parent involvement
nationwide by increasing PTA member-
ship and also by accessing very diverse
communities.

Jan Harp Domene was the product of
public schools in Orange County, and
she knew firsthand the intricate needs
of our community and children. After
serving as the national president of the
PTA, she returned to Anaheim and be-
came a trustee on our Anaheim Union
High School board.

She was a role model. She actually
was a family friend. I remember, as a
young child, my mother would get calls
from Jan if I was out of line.

Both locally and nationally, we are
better off because of Jan, and I am hon-
ored, and I hope that my colleagues
will honor her, also.
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THE ROAD TO ECONOMIC PROS-
PERITY AND ENERGY INDEPEND-
ENCE

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, we need a
multiyear, adequately funded transpor-
tation authorization before it expires
at the end of this month.

There is no question but gas prices
are too high, but when the speculation
subsides and when the world’s oil price
starts to decline, the price at the pump
won’t go down proportionately because
it will be seized by the big oil compa-
nies as an opportunity to further pad
their profits. That’s when we need to
implement a substantially but gradu-
ally funded Federal gas tax. That’s
what we need to fund our Nation’s in-
frastructure that has deteriorated for
the last 20 years while the gas tax has
not been increased.

That’s what we need to do, Mr.
Speaker, because the fact is that the
big oil companies have been taking us
for a ride on a pothole-filled highway.
It’s time to get into an energy-efficient
vehicle and on the road to economic
prosperity and energy independence.

————

SUPPORT THE DISCLOSE ACT

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. I would like to thank my
colleague, Congressman TED POE, for
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giving a shout-out to the PORTS Cau-
cus, showing this country that we can
work together on issues that matter to
the people of America.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday was Super
Tuesday, but this year’s campaign has
been anything but super. Thanks to the
Supreme Court’s misguided decision in
the Citizens United case, a handful of
Super PACs, funded by billionaires and
special interest groups, have domi-
nated this year’s elections. But it
doesn’t have to be this way. Four years
ago, the Republican nominee for Presi-
dent, JOHN MCCAIN, was a leading voice
in reforming how we pay for cam-
paigns. In this body, Republican Chris
Shays fought to clean up elections.

That’s why I’ve come to the floor
today, to ask my Republican friends to
join with me and with people like JOHN
McCAIN and Chris Shays in supporting
the DISCLOSE Act, a law that would
shine a very bright light on these
Super PACs. This law would let us
know who is paying for these ads, and
it would require these invisible power
brokers to appear in their ads just like
the candidates do. If we came together
to change this, it really would be
super.

———

NATIONAL TEACH AG DAY

(Mr. CHANDLER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CHANDLER. I rise today to
honor the third annual celebration of
National Teach Ag Day, on March 15,
which is a day designed to raise aware-
ness of the need for more agriculture
teachers. It encourages people to con-
sider a career as an agriculture teach-
er, and it celebrates the positive con-
tributions these teachers make in their
schools and communities.

Every day, agriculture teachers help
students develop the skills necessary
to become leaders and contributing
members of society. These educators
teach by doing, not just by telling. And
by sharing their passion with young
people, they prepare students for suc-
cessful careers, whether they choose to
go into the field of agriculture or not.
There are currently over 10,000 agri-
culture teachers serving almost 1 mil-
lion students in all 50 States and in
Puerto Rico, but it is estimated that
there will be hundreds of unfilled posi-
tions across the United States this
year.

National Teach Ag Day is a nation-
wide effort to bring attention to the
need for more agriculture educators in
the U.S. and to raise awareness of the
valuable role these teachers fill in our
schools and communities.

———

GAS PRICES

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. I want to
talk today about gas prices.

I represent a poor, rural congres-
sional district where, unlike in the big
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cities, you have to have an automobile
to get around. In the 10 years I've been
in Congress, I have not had any issue
that has upset my constituents more,
including the wars, than the gas prices
we had 3 years ago. Yet here we are
back in the same situation, with the
prices of $105 for a barrel and $3.75 for
a gallon of gas, and nothing has been
done over the last 3 years by this ad-
ministration to deal with this issue.
More recently, the Keystone pipeline,
which would have helped bring a lot
more oil into the marketplace by
bringing it down from Canada to our
refineries on the coast, has been denied
by the President.

He needs to be doing some things to
help us. He says that people say, Drill,
drill, drill, and that that won’t solve
our problem. Well, the fact is it might
have if we’d started 3 years ago when
we had the last burst of high gas
prices. He’s right, it won’t help deal
with the current problem, but this is
going to continue to be a perpetual
problem if he doesn’t make some
changes. He needs to authorize the
drilling in the Outer Continental Shelf
and in ANWR, and he needs to pass the
Keystone pipeline.

———
GAS PRICES ARE RISING

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Gas prices are ris-
ing. We’ll see an average, some predict,
of $5 per gallon by this summer. Some
places are already there.

Voices are rising, asking us, What
are we doing to bring gas prices down?

Mr. Speaker, we can agree that we
must go beyond short-term fixes and
that we must cure ourselves of this Na-
tion’s petroleum addiction. Yes, it is
an addiction.

Our constituents are asking, What’s
causing it? What’s causing these gas
prices?

We know, when Iran threatens to
close the Strait of Hormuz, prices soar.
This is because one-fifth of the world’s
0il supply goes through those straits.

Mr. Speaker, America’s vision of our
energy future must go beyond the next
gas pump. We must look at the fun-
damentals of a new policy. Yes, diplo-
macy is part of that, but more impor-
tantly, it’s us. We must join hands to
self-sufficiency and truly be committed
to renewable resources. The President
proudly pointed out to the marines and
Navy in the State of the Union: 50 per-
cent sustainability. Let’s adopt that
policy.

WE MUST PUT FREEDOM AND
HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to speak on an inter-
national issue that merits our atten-
tion here in Congress. This month,
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hundreds of thousands of concerned
citizens, 140,000 and counting, have
signed a petition to the White House.
The petition calls on the administra-
tion to stop expanding trade with Viet-
nam at the expense of human rights.

I know it’s hard for all of us here in
this Chamber to imagine, but in Viet-
nam, the mere act of composing songs
can be sufficient grounds for the Com-
munist government to put someone in
jail. In fact, that’s exactly what hap-
pened to Viet Khang, a Vietnamese cit-
izen who was arrested and who is cur-
rently being detained for merely com-
posing and singing two protest songs
about his own country. This arrest and
many others in recent years are issues
that have to be at the forefront of our
trade mnegotiations with the Viet-
namese Government.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
urging the President to put freedom
and human rights first.

———
COMMENDING PRESIDENT BARACK
OBAMA’S COMMITMENT TO

AMERICAN ENERGY

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
President Obama recently announced
$30 million in new funding as part of
his energy research strategy to reduce
our reliance on foreign oil and to pro-
vide Americans with new choices for
vehicles that do not rely on gasoline.
This crucial investment in advanced
energy research will promote American
innovation to diversify our Nation’s
energy resources and create new jobs.

Under President Obama’s leadership,
America is now producing more oil
than at any time in the last 8 years,
and our dependence on foreign oil is at
a 16-year low. Over the last 3 years, the
Obama administration has approved
dozens of new pipelines and has opened
millions of acres for oil and gas explo-
ration. The Obama administration has
also implemented the toughest fuel
economy standards in history, which
will cut oil consumption by 12 billion
barrels and save American families $1.7
trillion over the next 10 years.

Mr. Speaker, I commend President
Obama for taking these important
steps to promote and to enhance our
Nation’s energy needs.

———
O 1230

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3606, JUMPSTART OUR
BUSINESS STARTUPS ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 572 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 572

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
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suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3606) to in-
crease American job creation and economic
growth by improving access to the public
capital markets for emerging growth compa-
nies. The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Financial
Services. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. In lieu of the amendment in the
nature of a substitute recommended by the
Co