Filing Reports

Pre-Election Reports

In addition to quarterly reports,a com-
mittee must file pre-election reports:

* A pre-primary report must be filed
before the election in which the
candidate seeks nomination.?

* A pre-general election report must be filed
if the candidate runs in the general election.

* A pre-runoff report must be filed
when a candidate is involved in a run-
off election (Note: this may be either
a primary or a general election).

A pre-election report is due |12 days before the
election and covers activity through the 20th day
before the election.! If sent by registered or certi-
fied mail, priority mail with a delivery confirmation,
express mail with a delivery confirmation, or
overnight delivery service with an online tracking
system, the report must be postmarked no later

than the 15th day before the election. 104.5(a)(2)(i).

Authorized committees must file appropri-
ate pre- and post-election reports even

if the candidate is unopposed or if the
election is not held. AO 1986-21.

Post-General Election Reports

There is no requirement for post-primary reports,
but a committee must file a post-general elec-
tion report if the candidate runs in the general
election. A post-general election report covers
activity through the 20th day after the election
and is due 30 days after the election. 104.5(a)(2)
(ii). Committees filing the post-general report
must include the Post-Election Detailed Sum-
mary Page. See Chapter |3, Section 24, for more
information. (Committees of campaigns not

3 Note that in those states in which the party
caucus or convention has authority to select
a nominee (Virginia) or has authority to select
a nominee and is held in addition to a primary
(Connecticut and Utah), pre-election reports
must be filed for the caucus or convention. See
“Party Caucus or Convention” in Chapter 4.

4 In AO 2000-29, the Commission determined
that the last day to qualify for a position on
the general election ballot in Louisiana must
be considered the primary election date for
Louisiana candidates. See || CFR 100.2(c)(4)(i).

running in the general election include this form
with the year-end report following the election).

Last-Minute Contributions (48-Hour Notice)

Campaign committees must file special notices
regarding contributions of $1,000 or more
received less than 20 days but more than 48
hours before 12:01 a.m. of the day of any elec-
tion in which the candidate is running. (These
are often called “48-Hour Notices.”) This rule
applies to all types of contributions to any autho-
rized committee of the candidate, including:

¢ Contributions from the candidate;

¢ Loans from the candidate and
other non-bank sources; and

* Endorsements or guarantees of loans
from banks. (See Chapter 3, Section 2.)

Committees filing electronically must file
their 48-hour notices electronically. See
Section 5,“Electronic Filing” below.

Paper-filing committees may file their 48-hour
notices using FEC Form 6.Alternatively, a
paper-filing committee may file online using
the FEC’s web-based forms (http://www.fec.
gov/elecfil/online.shtml), or may use its own
paper or stationery for the notice, provided
that it contains the following information:

* The candidate’s name and the office sought;
* The identification of the contributor;and

* The amount and date of receipt
of the contribution.

Committees filing paper forms may fax the
notice to the appropriate office using the fol-
lowing numbers: FEC, 202/219-0174; Secretary
of the Senate, 202/224-1851.The committee
should keep fax receipts of all transmissions.

The FEC or the Secretary of the Senate must
receive the notice within 48 hours of the commit-
tee’s receipt of the contribution.The committee
must itemize all last-minute contributions in the
committee’s next scheduled report. 104.5(f).
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