Table 406. Voting-Age Population—Reported Registration and Voting by Selected Characteristics: 1996 to 2008

[193.7 represents 193,700,000. As of November. Covers civilian noninstitutional population 18 years old and over. Includes aliens. Figures are based on Current Population Survey (see text, Section 1 and Appendix
1) and differ from those in Table 408 based on population estimates and official vote counts]

Voting-age population (mil.) Percent reporting they registered Percent reporting they voted
- Presidential Congressional Presidential Congressional
Characteristic election years election years election years election years
1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 1996 2000 2004 2008 1998 2002 2006| 1996 2000 2004 2008| 1998 2002 2006
Total 'L .. 193.7 198.2 202.6 210.4 215.7 220.6 225.5| 659 63.9 659 64.9| 62.1 609 61.6| 542 547 583 582 419 423 43.6
18to20vyearsold. .. ................ 10.8 1.4 1.9 1.7 115 1.6 11.7| 456 405 50.7 49.3| 321 326 37.0| 312 284 41.0 41.0| 135 151 171
21to24yearsold. . .......... ... .... 139 141 149 156 164 162 16.6| 512 493 521 56.2| 35.0 425 449| 334 354 425 46.6| 192 187 21.9
25to34yearsold. . ............. ..., 40.1 386 373 385 390 394 402| 569 547 556 56.5| 524 502 50.3| 431 437 469 485| 28.0 2741 28.3
35to44yearsold. . ................. 433 444 445 437 4341 426 415| 665 638 642 614| 624 600 59.3| 549 550 569 552| 40.7 402 40.1
45t064 yearsold. . ......... ... ... 537 574 614 669 710 750 781 735 712 727 704| 714 69.4 69.6| 644 64.1 66.6 65.0/ 536 53.1 54.3
65yearsoldandover . ............... 319 323 328 339 347 358 375 770 7641 769 75.0| 754 758 754| 670 676 689 68.1 59.5 61.0 60.5
Male. . ... ... ... ... 926 952 971 1009 1038 106.5 109.0| 644 622 640 626 606 589 595 528 53.1 56.3 55.7| 414 414 42.4
Female............. . ... ... ..... 101.0 103.0 1055 109.5 111.9 1141 1165| 673 656 676 67.0| 635 628 635| 555 562 60.1 60.4| 424 430 44.7
White 2. ... 162.8 165.8 168.7 1741 176.6 1799 183.2| 677 656 679 66.6| 639 63.1 64.0| 56.0 564 603 59.6( 433 441 45.8
Black 2 ..o 225 233 2441 244 249 257 265| 635 636 644 655 602 588 574| 506 535 56.3 608 396 39.7 38.6
Asian®3. .. ... (NA)  (NA) 8.0 9.6 9.3 9.9 10.5| (NA) 307 349 37.3| (NA) 307 329| (NA) 254 298 32.1| (NA) 194 21.8
Hispanic e 184 203 216 252 27.1 29.0 309| 357 349 343 376| 337 326 321 26.7 275 280 31.6| 200 189 19.3
Region: °
Northeast. . .. ................... 383 385 389 411 410 412 415 647 637 653 637 608 608 603 545 552 586 574| 412 414 42.8
Midwest. . ... ... .. ... 452 459 464 488 484 491 494 716 702 728 70.6| 682 665 683 593 609 650 634 473 471 50.7
South .. ... 68.1 70.1 718 742 772 800 824| 659 645 655 655| 627 616 620 522 535 564 57.7| 386 416 40.3
West. . ... . 421 437 455 463 491 504 522| 608 56.9 60.1 59.4| 56.0 540 554| 518 499 544 546| 423 39.0 42.4
School years completed:
8yearsorless ................... 141 133 129 123 126 1241 1.1 40.7  36.1 325 30.1 40.2 324 295| 281 268 236 234| 246 194 171
High school:
Less than high school graduate ...... 21.0 21.0 201 209 207 202 19.1 479 459 458 432| 434 416 396| 338 336 346 337 250 233 22.8
High school graduate or GED® ...... 652 656 663 689 685 700 704| 622 60.1 615 59.5| 586 57.1 57.5| 491 494 524 509 3741 37.1 37.6
College:
Some college or associate’s degree .. .| 509 529 5583 57.3 589 602 638 729 700 737 72.0| 683 66.7 683| 605 603 66.1 65.0| 462 458 47.3
Bachelor’s or advanced degree . ... .. 425 454 480 510 549 582 61.1 804 773 781 76.8| 751 744 739| 730 720 742 733| 572 585 59.5
Employed . . .......... ... ... .. ... 125.6 130.5 1334 1349 138.8 143.8 1432| 67.0 647 67.1 66.4| 626 61.7 627| 552 555 60.0 60.1 412 4241 43.9
Unemployed .. .................... 6.4 5.2 4.9 7.7 7.3 6.2 95| 525 46.1 56.3 57.2| 485 48.1 485| 372 351 46.4 48.8| 284 272 28.0
Notinlaborforce . .. ................ 616 625 642 678 696 705 72.8| 65.1 63.8 644 629 62.1 60.9 60.7| 541 545 56.2 555| 445 442 44.3

NA Not available. ' Includes other races not shown separately. 2 Beginning with the 2003 Current Population Survey (CPS), respondents could choose more than one race. 2004 and 2006 data represent persons
who selected this race group only and exclude persons reporting more than one race. The CPS in prior years only allowed respondents to report one race group. See also comments on race in the text for Section 1.
S Prior to 2004, this category was ’Asian and Pacific Islanders,” therefore rates are not comparable with prior years. Hispanic persons may be any race. For composition of regions, see map, inside cover.

The General Educational Development (GED) Test measures how well a non-high school graduate has mastered the skills and general knowledge that are acquired in a 4-year high school education. Successfully
passing the exam is a credential generally considered to be equivalent to a high school diploma.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P20-557, and earlier reports; “Voting and Registration in the Election of November 2008” (published 20 July 2009); <http://www.census.gov/population/www
/socdemo/voting.html>; and unpublished data.



