
Table 34. Persons 65 Years Old and Over—Characteristics by Sex: 1990 to 2008

[As of March, except as noted (29.6 represents 29,600,000). Covers civilian noninstitutional population. Excludes members of
Armed Forces except those living off post or with their families on post. Data for 1990 are based on 1980 census population con-
trols; 2000 data based on 1990 census population controls; beginning 2005, data based on 2000 census population controls and
an expanded sample of households. Based on Current Population Survey; see text, this section and Appendix III]

Characteristic
Total Male Female

1990 2000 2005 2008 1990 2000 2005 2008 1990 2000 2005 2008

Total (million) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29.6 32.6 35.2 36.8 12.3 13.9 15.1 15.8 17.2 18.7 20.0 21.0

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

Marital status:
Never married . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.6 3.9 4.1 4.1 4.2 4.2 4.4 4.2 4.9 3.6 3.9 4.0
Married. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56.1 57.2 57.7 57.0 76.5 75.2 74.9 74.5 41.4 43.8 44.7 43.9

Spouse present . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54.1 54.6 54.8 54.6 74.2 72.6 71.7 71.9 39.7 41.3 42.0 41.7
Spouse absent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.0 2.6 2.9 2.4 2.3 2.6 3.2 2.6 1.7 2.5 2.7 2.3

Widowed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.2 32.1 30.3 29.8 14.2 14.4 13.7 13.8 48.6 45.3 42.9 41.9
Divorced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.0 6.7 7.9 9.1 5.0 6.1 7.0 7.5 5.1 7.2 8.5 10.2

Educational attainment:
Less than ninth grade . . . . . . . . . . . 28.5 16.7 13.4 11.2 30.0 17.8 13.2 11.3 27.5 15.9 13.5 11.1
Completed 9th to 12th grade, but
no high school diploma . . . . . . . . . 116.1 13.8 12.7 11.4 115.7 12.7 11.9 10.8 116.4 14.7 13.3 11.8

High school graduate . . . . . . . . . . . 232.9 35.9 36.3 36.9 229.0 30.4 31.6 32.0 235.6 39.9 39.9 40.5
Some college or associate’s degree. . 310.9 18.0 18.7 20.1 310.8 17.8 18.4 19.2 311.0 18.2 19.0 20.8
Bachelor’s or advanced degree. . . . . 411.6 15.6 18.9 20.5 414.5 21.4 24.9 26.7 49.5 11.4 14.3 15.8

Labor force participation: 5

Employed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.5 12.4 14.5 16.1 15.9 16.9 19.1 20.5 8.4 9.1 11.1 12.7
Unemployed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.7 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5
Not in labor force . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88.1 87.2 84.9 83.2 83.6 82.5 80.2 78.5 91.3 90.6 88.5 86.7

Percent below poverty level 6. . . . . . . . 11.4 9.7 9.8 9.7 7.8 6.9 7.0 6.6 13.9 11.8 11.9 12.0

1 Represents those who completed 1 to 3 years of high school. 2 Represents those who completed 4 years of high school.
3 Represents those who completed 1 to 3 years of college. 4 Represents those who completed 4 years of college or more.
5 Annual averages of monthly figures. Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment and Earnings, January issues. See
footnote 2, Table 574. 6 Poverty status based on income in preceding year.

Source: Except as noted, U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Reports, P20-546, and earlier reports; ‘‘Educational
Attainment’’; <http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/educ-attn.html>; ‘‘Families and Living Arrangements’’;
<http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/hh-fam.html>; and ‘‘Detailed Poverty Tabulations from the CPS’’;
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/detailedpovtabs.html>.

Table 35. Persons 65 Years Old and Over—Living Arrangements and Disability
Status: 2007

[In thousands (37,841 represents 37,841,000), except as indicated. The American Community Survey universe includes the
household population and the population living in institutions, college dormitories, and other group quarters. Based on a sample
and subject to sampling variability; see text, this section and Appendix III]

Relationship by household type

Number

Percent
distribu-

tion

Type of disability

Total

65 to
74

years
old

75 years
old and

over

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37,841 100.0 Persons with a disability . . . . . . . 14,735 5,674 9,061
In households . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,981 95.1

In family households . . . . . . . . . . 24,716 65.3 With a sensory disability . . . . . . . . . . 5,893 1,847 4,046
Householder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,257 32.4 With a physical disability. . . . . . . . . . 11,285 4,394 6,891
Spouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,826 23.3 With a mental disability. . . . . . . . . . . 4,467 1,426 3,041
Parent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,117 5.6 With a self-care disability . . . . . . . . . 3,772 1,134 2,638
Other relatives . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,362 3.6 With a go-outside-home disability . . . . 6,354 1,731 4,623
Nonrelatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154 0.4

In nonfamily households. . . . . . . . 11,265 29.8
Householder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,778 28.5

Living alone . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,265 27.1
Not living alone . . . . . . . . . . 513 1.4

Nonrelatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 486 1.3
In group quarters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,859 4.9

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey; B09017. Relationship by Household Type (Including Living
Alone) for the Population 65 Years and Over; B18002. Sex by Age by Disability Status for the Civilian Noninstitutionalized
Population 5 Years and Over; B18003. Sex by Age by Sensory Disability for the Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 5 Years
and Over; B18004. Sex by Age by Physical Disability for the Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 5 Years and Over; B18005.
Sex by Age by Mental Disability for the Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 5 Years and Over; B18006. Sex by Age by Self-Care
Disability for the Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 5 Years and Over; B18007. Sex by Age by Go-Outside-Home Disability
for the Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 16 Years and Over; using American FactFinder; <http://factfinder.census.gov/>
(accessed 15 October 2008).
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