
Table 318. Drug Arrest Rates for Drug Abuse Violations, 1990 to 2007,
and by Region, 2007

[Rate per 100,000 inhabitants. Based on Census Bureau estimated resident population as of July 1, except 1990 and 2000,
enumerated as of April 1. For composition of regions, see map, inside front cover]

Offense

1990 2000 2005

2007

Total

Region

North-
east

Mid-
west South West

Drug arrest rate, total . . . . . . . . . 435.3 587.1 600.9 585.9 507.1 426.2 655.0 675.7

Sale and/or manufacture . . . . . . . . . . . 139.0 122.7 109.9 102.7 114.3 78.1 112.3 101.6
Heroin or cocaine 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93.7 60.8 47.8 46.3 72.1 26.3 51.8 36.9
Marijuana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.4 34.2 29.6 30.9 28.8 32.9 30.1 31.9
Synthetic or manufactured drugs . . . . 2.7 6.4 8.6 8.8 5.5 4.8 17.1 4.6
Other dangerous nonnarcotic drugs. . . 16.2 21.3 23.9 16.7 8.0 14.1 13.3 28.2

Possession . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296.3 464.4 490.9 483.2 392.7 348.1 542.7 574.1
Heroin or cocaine 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144.4 138.7 131.5 126.0 113.2 62.7 149.6 153.6
Marijuana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104.9 244.4 228.9 246.5 224.3 226.4 313.8 200.0
Synthetic or manufactured drugs . . . . 6.6 12.0 21.0 19.4 11.6 13.6 28.2 18.8
Other dangerous nonnarcotic drugs. . . 40.4 69.4 109.6 91.2 43.7 45.4 51.0 201.7

1 Includes other derivatives such as morphine, heroin, and codeine.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation, ‘‘Crime in the United States’’; <http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/07cius
/arrests/index.html>, and unpublished data.

Table 319. Federal Drug Arrests and Seizures by Type of Drug: 1990 to 2008

[For fiscal years ending in year shown]

Drug 1990 1995 2000 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Number of Arrests,
total

1, 2
. . . . . . . . . . 22,085 23,701 36,844 26,003 26,835 28,064 27,155 27,179 24,954

Heroin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,057 2,548 3,622 2,521 2,485 2,449 2,314 2,151 2,505
Cocaine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,399 12,036 16,373 11,381 11,961 13,005 13,026 12,735 11,805
Marijuana. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,155 6,231 8,573 6,031 6,309 6,109 5,977 6,797 6,048
Methamphetamine. . . . . . . 2,474 2,886 8,276 6,070 6,080 6,501 5,838 5,496 4,596

Seizure in (pounds),
total

3, 4
. . . . . . . . . . 720,947 1,544,588 2,871,109 2,965,601 3,048,722 2,816,695 2,643,634 3,680,313 3,505,091

Cocaine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235,890 233,989 248,859 245,413 336,078 391,934 329,772 362,216 199,463
Heroin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,704 2,971 3,341 5,803 4,088 3,898 4,124 5,683 3,729
Marijuana. . . . . . . . . . . . . 483,353 1,305,702 2,611,802 2,705,821 2,700,362 2,410,131 2,300,553 3,304,154 3,293,736
Methamphetamine. . . . . . . (NA) 1,926 7,107 8,564 8,194 10,732 9,185 8,260 8,163

NA Not available. 1 Arrests are for Drug Enforcement Administration only. 2 Includes other drug-related arrests not
shown. 3 Reflects the combined drug seizure effort of the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
the U.S. Customs Services, and beginning October 1995, the U.S. Border Patrol within the jurisdiction of the United States as well
as maritime seizures by the U.S. Coast Guard. Based on reports to the federal-wide Drug Seizure System, which eliminates
duplicate reporting of a seizure involving more than one federal agency. 4 Includes other drug seizures not shown.

Source: U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, Stats and Facts, and unpublished data from federal-wide Drug Seizure
System (15 May 2008). See also <http://www.usdoj.gov.dea/statistics.html>.

Table 320. Background Checks for Firearm Transfers: 1994 to 2007

[In thousands (87,180 represents 87,180,000), except rates]

Inquiries and rejections Total
1994–
2007 1

Interim
period
1994–
1998 2

Permanent Brady 3

1998 4 2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Applications and denials:
Applications received. . . . . 87,180 12,740 893 8,621 7,699 7,831 8,084 8,278 8,612 8,658
Applications denied . . . . . . 1,631 312 20 204 153 126 126 132 134 136

Denied (Percent) . . . . . . 1.9 2.4 2.2 2.4 2.0 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6
Selected reasons
for rejection:

Felony indictment/conviction. . 493 44 (NA) 147 88 53 53 57 52 49
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 403 18 (NA) 57 65 73 73 75 83 87
Felony denials per 1,000

applications . . . . . . . . . . . (NA) (NA) (NA) 17.0 11.4 6.8 6.6 6.9 6.0 5.7

NA Not available. 1 Number of applications and estimates of denials for firearm transfers or permits since the inception of
the Brady Act, 1994–2007. 2 Background checks on applicants were conducted by state and local agencies, mainly on handgun
transfers. See ‘‘Presale Handgun Checks, the Brady Interim Period, 1994–98’’ (NCJ 175034). 3 The period beginning November
30, 1998 is the effective date for the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act, P.L. 103-159, 1993. The National Instant Criminal
Background Check System (NICS) began operations. Checks on handgun and long gun transfers are conducted by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and by state and local agencies. Totals combine Firearm Inquiry Statistics (FIST) estimates for state
and local agencies with transactions and denials reported by the FBI. 4 For the period of November 30 to December 31, 1998.
Counts are from the NICS operations report and may include multiple transactions for the same application.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Background Checks for Firearm
Transfers, 2007, Series NCJ 223197, July 2008; <http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/html/bcft/2007/bcft07st.htm>.
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