
Table 162. Ambulatory Care Visits to Physicians’ Offices and Hospital
Outpatient and Emergency Departments: 2007

[(1,200.0 represents 1,200,000,000). Based on the annual National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey and National Hospital Ambu-
latory Medical Care Survey and subject to sampling error; see source for details]

Characteristic

Number of visits (mil.) Visits per 100 persons

Total

Physi-
cian

offices

Outpa-
tient

dept.

Emer-
gency
dept. Total

Physi-
cian

offices

Outpa-
tient

dept.

Emer-
gency
dept.

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,200.0 994.3 88.9 116.8 405.0 335.6 30.0 39.4
Age:

Under 15 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205.8 167.5 16.0 22.3 338.2 275.3 26.3 36.7
15 to 24 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111.2 81.6 10.6 19.0 267.9 196.6 25.6 45.7
25 to 44 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 259.3 203.2 22.7 33.5 317.5 248.8 27.8 41.0
45 to 64 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 334.1 283.9 25.7 24.5 439.3 373.3 33.8 32.2
65 to 74 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142.5 127.8 7.8 6.9 745.9 668.9 40.9 36.2
75 years old and over . . . . . . . . . . . 147.2 130.4 6.1 10.6 858.7 761.0 35.7 62.0

Sex:
Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.8 413.8 33.4 53.6 345.3 285.3 23.0 37.0
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 699.2 580.5 55.5 63.2 462.3 383.8 36.7 41.8

Race: 2

White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 966.2 818.2 62.8 85.2 406.9 344.6 26.5 35.9
Black/African American. . . . . . . . . . . 168.0 118.3 21.8 27.9 449.9 316.8 58.4 74.6
Asian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.9 40.6 2.1 2.1 337.4 305.4 15.9 16.0
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific
Islander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.3 3.6 10.3 0.3 807.0 686.4 161.4 59.2

American Indian/Alaska Native. . . . . . 12.5 10.9 10.6 11.0 433.1 377.0 120.4 135.7
More than one race reported . . . . . . . 4.2 2.7 11.2 0.3 86.7 55.1 125.7 5.9

Expected sources of payment: 3

Private insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 722.0 640.9 35.5 45.6 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Medicare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 274.9 239.1 15.7 20.1 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Medicaid/CHIP 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181.2 122.4 29.5 29.4 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Worker’s compensation . . . . . . . . . . 15.2 12.5 0.9 1.8 (X) (X) (X) (X)
No insurance: 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74.9 48.7 8.3 17.9 (X) (X) (X) (X)

Self pay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68.2 45.6 5.6 17.0 (X) (X) (X) (X)
No charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5 3.5 12.8 1.2 (X) (X) (X) (X)

Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.9 27.6 4.6 2.8 (X) (X) (X) (X)
Unknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54.3 39.9 3.9 10.5 (X) (X) (X) (X)

X Not applicable. 1 Figures do not meet standard of reliability or precision. 2 Race data were missing for 28.7 percent of
ambulatory care visits, including 31.5 percent of visits to physician offices, 15.8 percent of visits to hospital outpatient departments,
and 14.9 percent of visits to emergency departments. Missing data were imputed, and readers are advised to treat the resulting
estimates with caution. More information is available at the website below. 3 Starting with 2006 data, more than one source of
payment could be reported per visit. Prior years showed primary source only. 4 CHIP is Children’s Health Insurance Program.
5 ‘‘No insurance’’ is defined as having only ‘‘self-pay’’ or ‘‘no charge/charity’’ as payment sources.

Source: U.S. National Center for Health Statistics, National Health Statistics Reports, forthcoming; <http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/ahcd.htm>.

Table 163. Visits to Office-Based Physicians and Hospital Outpatient
Departments by Diagnosis: 2002 and 2007

[393.2 represents 393,200,000). See headnote, Table 162]

Leading diagnosis 1
Number

(mil.)

Rate per
1,000

persons 2

2002 2007 2002 2007

Male, all ages . . . . . . . 393.2 447.2 2,848 3,083
Under 15 years old 3 . . . . . 92.3 97.2 2,979 3,122

Routine infant or child
health check . . . . . . . . . 19.6 20.4 632 654

Acute upper respiratory
infections 4 . . . . . . . . . . 8.3 9.3 268 298

Otitis media and Eusta-
chian tube disorders . . . . 7.0 6.4 226 207

Asthma . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.8 4.7 90 150
15 to 44 years old 3 . . . . . . 100.4 105.4 1,654 1,715

General medical examina-
tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.8 4.5 80 74

Spinal disorders . . . . . . . . 3.3 4.3 54 69
Acute respiratory infec-
tions 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.6 3.9 59 63

Essential hypertension . . . 2.4 3.3 39 54
45 to 64 years old 3 . . . . . . 106.3 127.4 3,313 3,447

Essential hypertension . . . 10.2 9.4 318 256
Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . . 5.7 6.4 179 173
Spinal disorders . . . . . . . . 4.1 5.5 128 150
Arthropathies and related
disorders. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.9 4.9 121 132

65 years old and over 3 . . . 94.3 117.2 6,578 7,549
Malignant neoplasms . . . . 5.5 8.4 382 540
Essential hypertension . . . 8.0 7.7 557 498
Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . . 6.3 5.7 440 369
Ischemic heart disease . . . 4.8 5.4 336 349

Leading diagnosis 1
Number

(mil.)

Rate per
1,000

persons 2

2002 2007 2002 2007

Female, all ages . . . . . 580.1 636.0 4,001 4,205
Under 15 years old 3 . . . . . 85.8 86.3 2,901 2,904

Routine infant or child
health check . . . . . . . . . 18.1 20.1 613 675

Acute upper respiratory
infections 4 . . . . . . . . . . 7.6 8.6 256 288

Otitis media and Eusta-
chian tube disorders . . . . 6.8 5.1 231 173

Acute pharyngitis . . . . . . . 3.4 3.0 116 101
15 to 44 years old 3 . . . . . . 194.8 212.6 3,160 3,445

Normal pregnancy . . . . . . 19.7 19.5 320 316
Gynecological examination. 7.7 8.6 126 140
Complications of preg-
the puerperium. . . . . . . . 4.8 7.1 79 116

General medical examina-
tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.2 6.2 100 100

45 to 64 years old 3 . . . . . . 157.3 182.2 4,611 4,660
Essential hypertension . . . 11.4 9.7 335 249
Spinal disorders . . . . . . . . 4.3 7.2 127 184
Rheumatism, excluding
back. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.5 6.5 132 166

Malignant neoplasms . . . . 3.4 5.5 101 140
65 years old and over 3 . . . 142.1 154.9 7,238 7,478

Essential hypertension . . . 16.9 12.7 860 614
Malignant neoplasms . . . . 4.5 7.5 230 360
Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . . 6.3 6.2 321 298

1 Based on the International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision, clinical modification, (ICD-9-CM). 2 Based on
U.S. Census Bureau estimated civilian population as of July 1. 3 Includes other first-listed diagnoses, not shown separately.
4 Excluding pharyngitis.

Source: U.S. National Center for Health Statistics, National Health Statistics Reports, forthcoming; <http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/ahcd.htm>.
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