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WHERE TO GO, WHAT TO DO, …???



COLLECT ‘EM ALL : DATA INVENTORY

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES 

 Adult/Vocational Education

 Civil Rights

 Elementary & Secondary Ed.

 Grants & Contracts

 Higher Education

 Research & Statistics

 Special Education & 
Rehabilitative Services

 …. But don’t forget to look elsewhere (CFDA, 
GPRA) 

MAJOR DATA CENTERS

 CTE.ed.gov

 OCRData.ed.gov

 EDFacts / ED Data Express

 Grants Award DB

 IPEDS / NCES

 IES Centers: NCES, NCER …

 EDFacts / RSA.ED.GOV



HOW TO CREATE A VIBRANT OPEN DATA

COMMUNITY

 Publish or Perish
 Look for the Quick Wins, but Dig deeper:  

 Search your agency’s website:  “.xls” “.csv” “.xml” 

 Create opportunities for change and improvement
 Be persistent in chasing targets but avoid stalking.

 Include explicit “raw data” requirements in PWS, Grant Proposals…

 Use of Standards and APIs: 
 Federal Student Aid (FSA) is working with our state grant 

agencies to simplify the federal and state financial aid 
application procedure for students, the proposed expanded 
version of the FAFSA on the Web State Application 
Programming Interface (API) would allow a student to finish 
FAFSA questions and link directly to the state aid form where 
data collected through FAFSA would already be filled in.



ED’S RECENT OPEN GOV DATA INITIATIVES

 Jun 2010:  ED 

launches

Data.ED.Gov

 Aug 2010: ED Data 

Express is released
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Open Knowledge

Enable researchers, students, local communities to collect 
data, measure results, increase knowledge

Open Development

Neil Fantom, The World Bank

Open Data

Share tools and essential information on the global 
economy and Bank’s operations

Open Solutions

Work together to find solutions to development problems



Before… After…

Subscriptions Free!

Custom query tool Full downloads and API

Restrictions on use No restrictions (must attribute source)

English English, Spanish, French, Arabic

Not searchable Searchable

Scattered datasets Data catalog

Everything changed on April 20…



Find and use World Bank data

Indicators

» View data for 1,200 indicators in four languages

By Country

» View profiles for over 200 economies

By Topic

» See key indicators for a variety of topics

Data Catalog

» Lists open data sources of the World Bank

data.worldbank.org



What they said



What they said



Know your audience



Release the tools you use



Empower communities



Feedback loop



Collaborate (others might do it better!)



Create incentives

data.worldbank.org/appsfordevelopment

• Global competition

• Create innovative software 
applications for 
development using WB data

• Aim is to bring together 
software developers and 
development practitioners

• Cash prizes available



Track and share metrics



Go local

Mapping for Results



“Imagine this: A health care worker or 
parent in a village, with a laptop or 

mobile device, can access development 
knowledge in real time through geo-

coding and mapping. She can see which 
schools have feeding programs and 

which go without, and what is 
happening to local health…. She can dig 

deeply and compare her village with 
others. She can upload her own data, 
throw light on the likely effect of new 

interventions, and mobilize the 
community to demand better or more 

targeted health programs.”

A vision for the future

Robert B. Zoellick, 
2010, Washington DC
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