
MIKE HASHIMOTO
Assistant editorial page editor, 51

Everything and
nothing about Mike’s
first 20 years at The
News prepared him
for life on the
opinion pages. 

In 20 years with SportsDay and the city
desk, he had grown used to being the
only right-wing nut — with staunch
Democratic parents and sisters and
typical college (UT-Arlington) and
newsroom experiences — so the
editorial board offers him a little
company. Today, he writes editorials,
manages columnist William McKenzie
and our other regular columnists, and
assists on the new Web version of our
Opinion page.

E-mail mhashimoto@dallasnews.com

RODGER JONES
Editorial writer, 59

A 24-year Texan,
Rodger arrived in
time for the state’s
Sesquicentennial.
That doesn’t mean
he’s lost his Ohio

State allegiance — he still smarts from
his alma mater’s recent record vs. UT.
He joined the editorial board in 2004
after 10 years as state editor and more
with Metro. A Richardson resident, he
is a mass transit user, zealous
pedestrian and regular contributor to
the Dallas Transportation blog. He also
focuses on state issues, criminal
justice, downtown and the arts.
Rodger has explored "alternative"
editorial forms, such as the world’s first
on-line singing editorial.

E-mail rmjones@dallasnews.com

E ditorials represent the institutional
opinion of the newspaper. That
opinion is shaped by the editorial

board on behalf of the newspaper’s owners.
The editorial board is advisory to Vice Presi-
dent and Editorial Page Editor Keven Ann
Willey, who is advisory to the newspaper’s
editor and publisher. The editorial board
developed this statement of philosophy to
guide its thinking:

“As the soul of the newspaper and the 
conscience of the community, the editorial

pages provoke, inspire and challenge readers. 
We believe in a progressive conservatism

that advocates civil rights, fiscal
responsibility, environmental stewardship,

effective local governments, public
accountability and an internationalist

foreign policy.”

How editorial opinions are developed:
Editorial board members offer topic ideas
during regular staff meetings. The topic,
message and tone of the proposed editorial
are often hotly debated. The editor listens
carefully to the debate, selects a course of
action and asks for a volunteer writer. Often
the editorial writer whose arguments have
carried the day volunteers. Editorials are
unsigned because they represent the in-
stitution’s view, rather than the view of the
individual writer.

The best editorials are persuasive, com-
pelling, relevant to readers, passionate,
constructive, timely and provocative. They
are well-researched and smartly written.
They are, by definition, opinionated.

Sometimes, the most powerful editorial is
a photo with a single sentence. Other times,
it’s a 1,000-word treatise. The power is in the
topic selection, the logic employed and the
rhythm of the writing. In shaping the con-
tent of daily and weekly commentary pages,
the editors keep the department’s five aspira-
tions top of mind: Provide strong communi-
ty leadership, provide a forum for informed
debate, get new voices/viewpoints on the
pages, actively engage readers and increase
readership of these pages and the newspaper
as a whole. 

Editorial
Page

KEVEN ANN WILLEY
Vice president and editorial page editor, 51

At The Dallas Morning
News since late 2002,
Keven developed her
interest in politics early.
When her family lived in
Washington, D.C., her

mother used to take Keven as a baby in her
bassinet to the U.S. Senate gallery to watch
the likes of Everett Dirksen and Estes
Kefauver debate the issues of the day. Three
decades later, Keven was a political
columnist for The Arizona Republic in a state
that for most of the ’80s and ’90s was best
known for impeaching, indicting or
otherwise politically impaling its governors.
Her editorial pages in Texas and Arizona have
three times been finalists for the Pulitzer
Prize. Keven studied briefly in Europe and
Mexico before graduating magna cum laude
from Northern Arizona University and
starting (but never finishing) a master’s
program in Spanish literature. She is a
member of The Pulitzer Prize board, enjoys
hiking and biking, and lives with her chef
husband in downtown Dallas.

E-mail kwilley@dallasnews.com

MASTHEAD
This tells you the
paper’s top news
executives and
past publishers. 

Additional
executives are
listed on 2A.

MICHAEL LANDAUER
Assistant editorial page editor, 35

Michael oversees
the Letters team,
and he works with
teachers, students
and community
columnists through

the popular Voices program. He and
his team take regular folks and
transform them into prolific and
powerful pundits. He started Voices
and the weekly Sounding Off feature
on the Community Opinions pages
with six people in 2002. Now more
than 1,800 people are raising their
voices on the local pages through the
two programs. A graduate of Texas
A&M, Michael and his wife, Holly, and
their dog, Parker, live near White Rock
Lake in Dallas. 

E-mail mlandauer@dallasnews.com

LETTERS

With all we offer, it may be an overstatement
to describe Letters to the Editor as the heart of
a vibrant editorial /op-ed section. But on many
days, they are at least the raw nerve. 

Want to get something off your chest? Letters
are your chance, impeded only by our
200-word limit and our editing for clarity, style
and accuracy. The News receives about 700
each week; about 10 percent will see print in
our representative sampling.

There is no shortage of online forums where
people can anonymously call others names,
make up facts and throw bombs. But in our
published letters to the editor, people sign
their names and publicly stand behind their
opinions. We never thought that would make
them stand out among the chatter, but it does.
Letter writers are thrilled when their missives
are chosen from more than 700 submissions
each week for publication on our pages. 

We love focused letters that make a point with
humor, irony or precision. We place a priority
on letters that disagree with our editorial
positions. (For tips, see dallasnews.com/
letters)

This year, we launched a new online
presentation of letters
(dallasnews.com/letters). They are easier to
find, sort and share — and, of course, you can
leave comments and even engage the writer in
a debate. We’re even finding that more
commenters are choosing to sign their real
names online. There’s just something about
standing behind your own words.

Write to letters@ dallasnews.com; Letters
From Readers, TDMN, P.O. Box 655237, Dallas,
Texas 75265; or, via fax, to (972)263-0456.

Always give us your name, street address,
city/state, ZIP code and a daytime phone
number to verify your authorship. 

HITS AND MISSES
This quick, witty
Saturday staple
offers a venue for
comment-in-short
on a wide variety 
of developments. 

CARTOON
We subscribe 
to cartoonists
nationwide and
cull through
drawings daily 
to pick the best.

Political cartoons
on the editorial
page are generally
consistent with
the newspaper’s
views on issues. 

Cartoons on the
Viewpoints page
reflect a variety
of perspectives.

EDITORIALS
Here we
offer the
newspaper’s
institutional
opinion.

A user’s guide to the commentary pages of The Dallas Morning News

Behind the opinions

COLLEEN McCAIN NELSON
Editorial writer, 35

Politics is a passion
for Colleen, who
covered local, state
and national
campaigns before
joining the editorial

board in 2006. She criss-crossed the
country with John Kerry and George
W. Bush in 2004 and spent a few years
at Dallas City Hall. She’s still writing
about politics and has added air
quality and southern Dallas to her
areas of expertise. She also has plenty
to say about pop culture and sports. A
graduate of the University of Kansas,
Colleen is crazed about KU basketball.
She and her husband are raising a dog
named Phog and are perpetually
training for their next marathon. 

E-mail cmccain@dallasnews.com

The Editorial Board and staff
WILLIAM McKENZIE
Editorial columnist, 55

Bill joined The News
in 1991, after
spending 12 years in
the wilds of
Washington, D.C.
The University of

Texas grad worked there for 1980
presidential candidate John Anderson
and then edited the Ripon Forum. Texas
drew Bill back home to join the editorial
board, where he writes editorials and a
weekly column. The Fort Worth native
spearheaded the launch of Texas Faith,
a weekly online discussion about
religion, politics and culture. He also
now moderates The Education Front, a
daily debate about ideas that can
improve our schools. He and his wife
are raising enthusiastic twins. 

E-mail wmckenzie@dallasnews.com
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