TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE

Texas State Railroad: Celebrating 126 years of service to Texas!

ROMANCE, HISTORY
2007 SCHEDULE AND NATURE’S BEAUTY Texas State Railroad
March - August 2007

It's 1881 again as you ride the Texas State Railroad

Round Trips Esl?:dlzi;:eatmg ':gu“ ngldren (3-12) on a nostalgic, relaxing, 50-mile round-trip
March through May (Saturdays & Sundays) One way $14 $10 through the rolling pineywoods and hardwood
Plus Thursdays & Fridays: Last 2 weeks in March & first week of April Climate-controlled Adult Children (3-12) WAl Lt Tt
June and July (Thursdays through Sundays) Round trip $27 $20 ]
August (Saturdays & Sundays) One way $20 $15
School Runs KIDS RIDE FREE June through August

X Payment is required when reservations are made. Visa, MasterCard, Discover and |
Apr‘l| & May - Call for dates checks accepted. Tickets are to be picked up one hour before train departure. '\
Unpaid hold reservations will be released and sold 30 minutes prior to departure. w \

To receive a refund, reservation must be cancelled 72 hours prior to departure.

TRAIN TIMETABLE

Rusk Station
Depart Rusk Train Station Il a.m.

Arrive Palestine Train Station 12:30 p.m.

Train Layover

Depart Palestine Train Station 2 p.m.

Arrive Rusk Train Station 3:30 p.m.

Palestine Station

Depart Palestine Train Station I'l am.
Arrive Rusk Train Station 12:30 p.m. TRAIN STATION LOCATIONS:
Both the Rusk and Palestine Train Stations feature a gift shop Train Lavover ;
filled with a wide assortment of railroad gift items and d . 4 RUSK - Hwy. 84 West, three miles from downtown
! 1 Depart Rusk Train Station 2 p.m. .
collectibles for rail fans both young and young at heart. Choose PALESTINE - Hwy. 84 East, two miles from Loop 256
Arrive Palestine Train Station 3:30 p.m. ’

from postcards, custom magnets, railroad charms, toys, books,
locomotive mugs, T-shirts, railroad clocks, pocket watches and

hickory-striped railroad engineer caps, all chosen with the
gilPgad B SPECIAL NOTES OF INTEREST TEXAS STATE RAILROAD STATE PARK
L2550 | PO. Box 39, Rusk, TX 75785
RESERVAT'ONS * All one-way riders must furnish their own transportation PARKS & (903) 683-2561
to and from stations. WILDLIFE (800) 442-895 |

Reservations highly recommended! * Guests are welcome to store picnic containers on trains. www.texasstaterailroad.com

Office hours: 8 a.m.- 5 p.m * The TSRR State Park reserves the right to alter schedules
: o g and events or substitute engines and coaches as In accordance with Texas State Depository Law, this publication is available at the Texas State

(903) 683-2561  (800) 442-895 £ rar Rt R s N e D T A The Official Railroad of Texas




TEXAS STATE RAILROAD

IN THE LATE 1800s THE TEXAS PRISON SYSTEM BUILT A
SHORT RAIL LINE FROM THE STATE PENITENTIARY FACILITY IN
NORTH RUSK, SOUTHWESTWARD TO HARDWOOD TIMBER
STANDS, WHERE CHARCOAL WAS MADE FOR USE IN FIRING
THE PRISON'S IRON ORE SMELTING FURNACES. THE LINE
SERVED AS THE FOUNDATION OF THE TEXAS STATE RAILROAD,
WHICH WAS ORGANIZED IN 1894 IN AN EFFORT TO MAKE
THE PRISON MORE SELF-SUFFICIENT BY PROVIDING NEW
MARKETS FOR PRISON PRODUCTS. TWO TEXAS GOVERNORS,
JAMES STEPHEN HOGG AND THOMAS M. CAMPBELL, BOTH
NATIVES OF CHEROKEE COUNTY, WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN
THE RAILROAD'S DEVELOPMENT.

BUILT BY PRISONERS AND SUPERVISED BY THE STATE
PRISON SYSTEM, THE LINE WAS COMPLETED IN 1909 TO
PALESTINE (30 MI. W), WHERE IT CONNECTED WITH EXISTING
ROUTES. SETBACKS, INCLUDING THE CLOSING OF THE FURNACES
AND THE PRISON UNIT, LIMITED THE RAILROAD'S SUCCESS;
HOWEVER, UNDER A BOARD OF MANAGERS APPOINTED BY THE
LEGISLATURE, THE LINE WAS LATER LEASED TO THE TEXAS
& NEW ORLEANS RAILROAD AND THE TEXAS & SOUTHEASTERN
RAILROAD, IN 1972 CONTROL WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE TEXAS
PARKS AND WILDLIFE COMMISSION FOR DEVELOPMENT AS A
STATE PARK. IT NOW SYMBOLIZES THE SIGNIFICANT ROLE THE
RAILROAD INDUSTRY PLAYED IN TEXAS HISTORY.
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A@& / // // trains have rolled along the tracks of the Texas State Railroad ¢

(TSRR), passing through the beautiful pineywoods and hardwood creek bottoms of East
Texas. Today, the historic state railroad is still maintained as a fully self-contained railroad
system. Its train crews maintain and operate four steam engines, four antique diesel
locomotives and a complete steam-engine restoration shop, while its track crew maintains
over 25 miles of track and 24 bridges.

Passengers board the historic train at the Rusk depot. Both ends of the line have Victorian-
style train stations. The trip takes 1¥, hours to reach the Palestine station. Once visitors
have arrived, they have 1*> hours to enjoy lunch, browse through the depot’s train store or
take a short nature hike. Passengers then re-board for the return trip home. The State
Park’s 50-mile round-trip steam-engine excursions take 4 hours.
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State park camping and picnicking facilities are adjacent
to both depots. Rusk State Park offers shaded picnic
tables, a scenic |5-acre lake, group picnic pavilions and
full-hookup camping. Palestine State Park has shaded
picnic tables and water-only camping sites.

@ Information (903) 683-5126  Camping only (512) 389-8900
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SINCE 1898 ™

AT THE RAILROAD
Palestine’s Famous Eilenberger
German bakery has been

providing mouth-watering bakery

goods since 1898. Train visitors

can now enjoy quality lunches

and tempting bakery items at

each of the Eilenberger shops

located at the Rusk and

Palestine Train Stations.

(800) 788-2996

www.eilenbergerbakery.com




