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Environmental Review &Environmental Review & 
ClearanceClearance 
Presented by Cynthia VallejoPresented by Cynthia Vallejo 



••Training AgendaTraining Agenda 

• 	 Overview of applicable laws and limitations on 
activities pending environmental review 

• 	 Required levels of review 

• 	 Aggregation, Clearance Strategies, Who’s the RE
 

• 	 CE not subject to 58.5 

• 	 Tiering 

• 	 Meat of the Construction Clearances 
• 	 CE Subject to 58.5 

• 	 Environmental Assessment 
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What’s the difference between: 

• 	 Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) & 

• 	 HOME’s OCC Program & 

• 	 Multifamily projects under any federal funds that flow 
through TDHCA 
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Which Activities will RequireWhich Activities will Require 
an Environmental Review?an Environmental Review? 

ALL OF THEMALL OF THEM 
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BackgroundBackground 

• 	 The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
of 1969 was enacted by Congress to ensure thatenacted by Congress to ensure that 
federal agencies consider and addressfederal agencies consider and address 
environmental impactsenvironmental impacts resulting from the
activities and projects they sponsor. 

• 	 Congress subsequently enacted a series of
statutes dealing with specific environmental
issues. 
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BackgroundBackground 

• 	 The US Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) developed its own set ofdeveloped its own set of 
regulations that implement NEPA andregulations that implement NEPA and 
additional environmental statutes.additional environmental statutes. 

• 	 All HUD federally-assisted projects are subject
to these requirements for environmental
review and documentation. 
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Environmental RegulationsEnvironmental Regulations 
•• 	 24 CFR Part 5824 CFR Part 58 

•• 	 36 CFR Part 800 Historic Preservation36 CFR Part 800 Historic Preservation 
•• 	 24 CFR Part 55, Floodplain Management24 CFR Part 55, Floodplain Management 
•• 	 Executive Order 11988, Floodplain ManagementExecutive Order 11988, Floodplain Management 
•• 	 Executive Order 11990, Wetland ProtectionExecutive Order 11990, Wetland Protection 
•• 	 Coastal Zone Management Act [section 307 (c), (d)]Coastal Zone Management Act [section 307 (c), (d)] 
•• 	 Safe Drinking Water Act [42 USC 201, 300 (f) & 21 USCSafe Drinking Water Act [42 USC 201, 300 (f) & 21 USC 

349]349] 
•• 	 Sole Source Aquifers [40 CFR 149]Sole Source Aquifers [40 CFR 149] 
•• 	 Endangered Species Act [50 CFR 402]Endangered Species Act [50 CFR 402] 
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Environmental RegulationsEnvironmental Regulations 

•• 	 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act [Sections 7(b), and (c)]Wild and Scenic Rivers Act [Sections 7(b), and (c)] 
•• 	 Clean Air Act [Sections 176 (c), (d), and 40 CFR 6, 51, 93]Clean Air Act [Sections 176 (c), (d), and 40 CFR 6, 51, 93] 
•• 	 Farmland Protection Policy Act [7 CFR 658]Farmland Protection Policy Act [7 CFR 658] 
•• 	 Environmental Justice [Executive Order 12898]Environmental Justice [Executive Order 12898] 
•• 	 Noise Abatement and Control [24 CFR 51B]Noise Abatement and Control [24 CFR 51B] 
•• 	 Explosive and Flammable Operations [24 CFR 51C]Explosive and Flammable Operations [24 CFR 51C] 
•• 	 Toxic Chemicals and Radioactive Materials 924 CFRToxic Chemicals and Radioactive Materials 924 CFR 

58.5(i)]58.5(i)] 
•• 	 Airport Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones [24 CFRAirport Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones [24 CFR 

51D]51D] 
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Neighborhood Stabilization ProgramNeighborhood Stabilization Program 


(NSP) Required Benchmarks(NSP) Required Benchmarks 

•• 	 3 months3 months 
•• 	 Broad Environmental Review Completed, AuthorityBroad Environmental Review Completed, Authority 

to Use Grant Funds Issuedto Use Grant Funds Issued 
•• 	 6 months6 months 

•• 	 Site Specifics Completed, all properties IdentifiedSite Specifics Completed, all properties Identified 
and Environmentally Clearedand Environmentally Cleared 
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Required Benchmarks forRequired Benchmarks for 
HOME EnvironmentalHOME Environmental 

•• If you are performing a tiered review:If you are performing a tiered review: 
• At 6 months: 

•• Exempt for Administration received, Broad EnvironmentalExempt for Administration received, Broad Environmental 
Review Completed, Authority to Use Grant Funds IssuedReview Completed, Authority to Use Grant Funds Issued 

• At 8 months: 
•• All houseAll househholds to be assistedolds to be assisted must be environmentally clearedmust be environmentally cleared 

•• If you areIf you are notnot tiering:tiering: 
• At 6 months 

•• The first house to be assistedThe first house to be assisted must be environmentally clearedmust be environmentally cleared 
• At 8 months: 

•• All houseAll househholds to be assistedolds to be assisted must be environmentally clearedmust be environmentally cleared 
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Required Benchmarks forRequired Benchmarks for 
HOME EnvironmentalHOME Environmental 

•• If you are performing a tiered review:If you are performing a tiered review: 
•• At 6 months:At 6 months: 

•• Exempt for Administration received, Broad EnvironmentalExempt for Administration received, Broad Environmental 
Review Completed, Authority to Use Grant Funds IssuedReview Completed, Authority to Use Grant Funds Issued 

• At 8 months: 
•• All houseAll househholds to be assistedolds to be assisted must be environmentally clearedmust be environmentally cleared 

•• If you are not tiering:If you are not tiering: 
• At 6 months 

•• The first house to be assistedThe first house to be assisted must be environmentally clearedmust be environmentally cleared 
• At 8 months: 

•• All houseAll househholds to be assistedolds to be assisted must be environmentally clearedmust be environmentally cleared 
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Environmental Golden RuleEnvironmental Golden Rule 
Sec. 58.22 Limitations on activities pendingSec. 58.22 Limitations on activities pending 
clearance.clearance. 

•• 	 (a)(a) Neither a recipient nor any participantNeither a recipient nor any participant in the development process,in the development process,
including public or private nonprofit or forincluding public or private nonprofit or for--profit entities, or any of theirprofit entities, or any of their 
contractors,contractors, may commitmay commit HUD assistanceHUD assistance under a program listed in Sec.under a program listed in Sec.
58.1(b)58.1(b) on an activity or project until HUD or the state has approved thon an activity or project until HUD or the state has approved thee 
recipient's RROFrecipient's RROF and the related certification from the responsible entity.and the related certification from the responsible entity. 

•• 	 In additionIn addition,, until the RROFuntil the RROF and the related certificationand the related certification have beenhave been 
approvedapproved, neither a recipient, neither a recipient nor any participant in the developmentnor any participant in the development
process may commit nonprocess may commit non--HUD fundsHUD funds on or undertake an activity oron or undertake an activity or
project under a program listed in Sec. 58.1(b) if the activity oproject under a program listed in Sec. 58.1(b) if the activity or projectr project
would have an adverse environmental impact or limit the choice owould have an adverse environmental impact or limit the choice off 
reasonable alternatives.reasonable alternatives. 
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Timelines for EnvironmentalTimelines for Environmental 

reviewreview
 

• 	 Project Description, Aggregation, Determine Level of 
Environmental, Tiering Plan (1 week) 

• 	 Contact all appropriate agencies, gather mapping, other 
information for environmental review, complete checklists 
utilizing information gathered (30 to 90 days) 

• 	 Publish Required Notification (1 week) 

• 	 Local Comment Period (7 to 18 days) 

• 	 Federal Comment Period (15 days) 

• 	 Authority to Use Grant Funds issued 
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Environmental Classifications: 
 

• Exempt 

• Categorically Excluded 

• Environmental Assessment 
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Sec. 58.34 Exempt activities. 

• 	 (a) Except for the applicable requirements of Sec. 58.6, 
the responsible entity does not have to comply with the 
requirements of this part or undertake any 
environmental review, consultation or other action 
under NEPA and the other provisions of law or 
authorities cited in Sec. 58.5 for the activities exempt by 
this section or projects consisting solely of the following 
exempt activities: 
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Exempt Activities: 
• 	 (1) Environmental and other studies, resource 

identification and the development of plans and strategies; 
• 	 (2) Information and financial services; 
• 	 (3) Administrative and management activities; 
• 	 (4) Public services that will not have a physical impact or 

result in any physical changes, including but not limited to 
services concerned with employment, crime prevention, 
child care, health, drug abuse, education, counseling, energy 
conservation and welfare or recreational needs; 

• 	 (5) Inspections and testing of properties for hazards or 
defects; 

• 	 (6) Purchase of insurance; 
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Exempt Activities: 

• 	 (7) Purchase of tools; 
• 	 (8) Engineering or design costs; 
• 	 (9) Technical assistance and training; 
• 	 (10) Assistance for temporary or permanent improvements that do 

not alter environmental conditions and are limited to protection, 
repair, or restoration activities necessary only to control or arrest the 
effects from disasters or imminent threats to public safety including 
those resulting from physical deterioration; 

• 	 (11) Payment of principal and interest on loans made or obligations 
guaranteed by HUD; 

• 	 (12) Any of the categorical exclusions listed in Sec. 58.35(a) 
provided that there are no circumstances which require compliance 
with any other Federal laws and authorities cited in Sec. 58.5. 1717 



Sec. 58.34 Exempt activities. 

• 	 (b) A recipient does not have to submit an RROF and 
certification, and no further approval from HUD or the 
State will be needed by the recipient for the drawdown 
of funds to carry out exempt activities and projects. 
However, the responsible entity must document in 
writing its determination that each activity or project is 
exempt and meets the conditions specified for such 
exemption under this section. 
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Sec. 58.35 Categorical exclusions. 


• 	 Categorical exclusion refers to a category of activities for which 
no environmental impact statement or environmental assessment 
and finding of no significant impact under NEPA is required, 
except in extraordinary circumstances (see Sec. 58.2(a)(3)) in 
which a normally excluded activity may have a significant impact. 
Compliance with the other applicable Federal environmental laws 
and authorities listed in Sec. 58.5 is required for any categorical 
exclusion listed in paragraph (a) of this section. 
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(a)(a) Categorical exclusions subject to Sec. 58.5.Categorical exclusions subject to Sec. 58.5. 

The following activities are categoricallyThe following activities are categorically 
excluded under NEPA, but may be subject toexcluded under NEPA, but may be subject to 
review under authorities listed in Sec. 58.5:review under authorities listed in Sec. 58.5: 

• 	 (1) Acquisition, repair, improvement, reconstruction, or 
rehabilitation of public facilities and improvements (other than 
buildings) when the facilities and improvements are in place and 
will be retained in the same use without change in size or capacity 
of more than 20 percent (e.g., replacement of water or sewer 
lines, reconstruction of curbs and sidewalks, repaving of streets). 

• 	 (2) Special projects directed to the removal of material and 
architectural barriers that restrict the mobility of and accessibility 
to elderly and handicapped persons. 

2020 



Categorical Exclusion 

•• 	 (3) Rehabilitation of buildings and improvements when the(3) Rehabilitation of buildings and improvements when the 
following conditions are met:following conditions are met: 

• 	 (i) In the case of a building for residential use (with one to four units), the 
density is not increased beyond four units, the land use is not changed, and
the footprint of the building is not increased in a floodplain or in a wetland; 

• 	 (ii) In the case of multifamily residential buildings: 
• 	 (A) Unit density is not changed more than 20 percent; 
• 	 (B) The project does not involve changes in land use from residential to 

non-residential; and 
• 	 (C) The estimated cost of rehabilitation is less than 75 percent of the total 

estimated cost of replacement after rehabilitation. 
• 	 (iii) In the case of non-residential structures, including commercial, industrial,

and public buildings: 
• 	 (A) The facilities and improvements are in place and will not be changed in

size or capacity by more than 20 percent; and 
• 	 (B) The activity does not involve a change in land use, such as from non-

residential to residential, commercial to industrial, or from one industrial 
use to another. 
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Categorical ExclusionCategorical Exclusion 

• 	 (4) 
• 	 (i) An individual action on up to four dwelling units where there is a 

maximum of four units on any one site. The units can be four one-unit 
buildings or one four-unit building or any combination in between; or 

• 	 (ii) An individual action on a project of five or more housing units 
developed on scattered sites when the sites are more than 2,000 feet apart 
and there are not more than four housing units on any one site. 

• 	 (iii) Paragraphs (a)(4)(i) and (ii) of this section do not apply to rehabilitation 
of a building for residential use (with one to four units) (see paragraph 
(a)(3)(i) of this section). 

• 	 (5) Acquisition (including leasing) or disposition of, or equity loans 
on an existing structure, or acquisition (including leasing) of vacant 
land provided that the structure or land acquired, financed, or 
disposed of will be retained for the same use. 

2222• 	 (6) Combinations of the above activities. 



(b) Categorical exclusions not subject to(b) Categorical exclusions not subject to 

Sec. 58.5.Sec. 58.5. 

• 	 The Department has determined that the following categorically 
excluded activities would not alter any conditions that would 
require a review or compliance determination under the Federal 
laws and authorities cited in Sec. 58.5. When the following kinds of 
activities are undertaken, the responsible entity does not have to 
publish a NOI/RROF or execute a certification and the recipient 
does not have to submit a RROF to HUD (or the State) except in 
the circumstances described in paragraph (c) of this section. 
Following the award of the assistance, no further approval from 
HUD or the State will be needed with respect to environmental 
requirements, except where paragraph (c) of this section applies. 
The recipient remains responsible for carrying out any 
applicable requirements under Sec. 58.6. 
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Categorically Excluded not 
subject to 58.5 

• 	 (1) Tenant-based rental assistance; 
• 	 (2) Supportive services including, but not limited to, health care, 

housing services, permanent housing placement, day care, nutritional 
services, short-term payments for rent/mortgage/utility costs, and 
assistance in gaining access to local, State, and Federal government 
benefits and services; 

• 	 (3) Operating costs including maintenance, security, operation, 
utilities, furnishings, equipment, supplies, staff training and 
recruitment and other incidental costs; 

• 	 (4) Economic development activities, including but not limited to, 
equipment purchase, inventory financing, interest subsidy, operating 
expenses and similar costs not associated with construction or 
expansion of existing operations; 2424 



Categorically Excluded not 
subject to 58.5 

• 	 (5) Activities to assist homebuyers to purchase existing dwelling units 
or dwelling units under construction, including closing costs and 
down payment assistance, interest buy-downs, and similar activities 
that result in the transfer of title. 

• 	 (6) Affordable housing pre-development costs including legal, 
consulting, developer and other costs related to obtaining site 
options, project financing, administrative costs and fees for loan 
commitments, zoning approvals, and other related activities which do 
not have a physical impact. 

• 	 (7) Approval of supplemental assistance (including insurance or 
guarantee) to a project previously approved under this part, if the 
approval is made by the same responsible entity that conducted the 
environmental review on the original project and re-evaluation of the 
environmental findings is not required under Sec. 58.47. 

2525 



Categorically Excluded not 
subject to 58.5 

• 	 (c) Circumstances requiring NEPA review. 
• 	 If a responsible entity determines that an activity or project 

identified in paragraph (a) or (b) of this section, because of 
extraordinary circumstances and conditions at or affecting the 
location of the activity or project, may have a significant 
environmental effect, it shall comply with all the requirements of 
this part. 

• 	 (d) The Environmental Review Record (ERR) must contain a 
well organized written record of the process and determinations 
made under this section. 
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Sec. 58.36 EnvironmentalSec. 58.36 Environmental 
assessments.assessments. 

• 	 If a project is not exempt or categorically excluded 
under Secs. §58.34 and 58.35, the responsible entity 
must prepare an EA in accordance with subpart E 
of this part. If it is evident without preparing an EA 
that an EIS is required under Sec. 58.37, the 
responsible entity should proceed directly to an 
EIS. 
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Flow Chart of Process
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Welcome! 
HOME Environmental 

Process 



Project Aggregation 24 CFR 58.32 
The Responsible Entity must group together and evaluate as a single 
project all individual activities which are related either on a geographical 
or functional basis, or are logical parts of a composite of contemplated 
actions. 

• Types of Project Aggregation 

• Geographic Aggregation 
• Functional Aggregation 
• Combination of Both 
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Clearance StrategiesClearance Strategies 

• 	 Single Family 
• 	 24 CFR 58.34 (a)(12)Categorically Excluded (CE) subject to 

converted to exempt 
• 	 Tiered Review for either CE or EA 
• 	 CE or EA for identified activities 

• 	 Multi-family 
• 	 24 CFR 58.34 (a)(12)Categorically Excluded (CE) subject to 

converted to exempt 
• 	 CE or EA for identified activities 
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Am I the Responsible Entity?Am I the Responsible Entity? 

• 	 City/County 
• 	 You are the Responsible Entity 
• 	 You are taking on the responsibility of defending the 


environmental review in Federal Court 
 
• 	 You are not required to submit all back-up information unless 

requested by Environmental Staff 

• 	 For Profit/Non-Profit 
• 	 The State acts as the Responsible Entity 
• 	 All support documentation must be submitted with the 

appropriate checklists for review. 
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So what now?So what now? 


Elements of the EnvironmentalElements of the Environmental 
 
•• 	 Write a Project DescriptionWrite a Project Description 
•• 	 AggregateAggregate 
•• 	 Classify the Project (s)Classify the Project (s) 
•• 	 Start the tiering process if appropriateStart the tiering process if appropriate 
•• 	 AAsssemble Support Documentationsemble Support Documentation 
•• 	 Complete the appropriate checklistsComplete the appropriate checklists 
•• 	 Submit Environmental Documentation for ReviewSubmit Environmental Documentation for Review 
•• 	 Publish or Post Notice(s)Publish or Post Notice(s) 
•• 	 Allow Local Comment period to elapseAllow Local Comment period to elapse 
•• 	 Submit all required documentation with “Request forSubmit all required documentation with “Request for

Release Of Funds;” andRelease Of Funds;” and 
•• 	 Allow 15 day federal comment period to elapseAllow 15 day federal comment period to elapse 
•• 	 Receive Authority to Use Grant FundsReceive Authority to Use Grant Funds 
•• 	 Site Specific Review and Clearance by propertySite Specific Review and Clearance by property 
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Project Description 
• 	 The description should include the grant number 
• 	 The total cost of the project including all leveraged 

funds 
• 	 Funding should be broken out between Administration 

and Construction 
• 	 A picture of the total project and the role that the 

TDHCA funds will play 
• 	 And as much detail regarding construction as possible!
 

• 	 If they are tiering, general information on the broad review is 
acceptable and then more specific information on the site 
specific. 
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Project Aggregation 24 CFR 58.32 
The Responsible Entity must group together and evaluate as a single 
project all individual activities which are related either on a geographical 
or functional basis, or are logical parts of a composite of contemplated 
actions. 

• Types of Project Aggregation 

• Geographic Aggregation 
• Functional Aggregation 
• Combination of Both 

3838 



Classification?Classification? 
 

• Exempt? 

• Categorically Excluded 
• Subject to 58.5? 

• Not Subject to 58.5 

• Converting to Exempt? 

• Environmental Assessment?
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Appropriate FEMA Documentation
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If you are not 
near the 
coastline, this 
type of map 
from yahoo is an 
option for 
documentation 
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4545
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ConstructionConstruction 

• Categorically Excluded Subject to 


58.5 
• Converting to Exempt? Yes/NO or 

• Environmental Assessment 
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Tiering 

• 	 All of the project addresses are not known. 
• 	 A tiered project allows the analysis to be completed on a 

geographic area to address environmental impacts that 
might occur, or not occur on a typical site within the 
area. 
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Environmental Assessment
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Mandatory Comment PeriodsMandatory Comment Periods 
 
CategCategoricallyorically 

ExcludeExcludedd 
Local Comment 

Period 
subject to 58.6subject to 58.6 

Publish 7 

Post 10
 
EnvironmentalEnvironmental Local Comment 

AssessmentAssessment Period 

Publish 15
 

Post 18
 

Federal Comment 


Period 
 

15
 

15
 

Federal Comment 


Period 
 

15
 

15
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Sample Only!
Sample!

5151 



5252

Tiering Plan 
 



Categorically Excluded SubjectCategorically Excluded Subject 
to 58.5:to 58.5: 
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Categorically 
Excluded 
Subject to 
58.5: 
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Statutory Checklist 
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Compliance Documentation ChecklistCompliance Documentation Checklist 
 

5656 



Who do I contact?
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Conclusion 
Now with these two checklists you have two 


avenues you might use to clear this project 
 

• 	 If there are no factors that need mitigation on either list 
then you may convert this project to exempt 

• 	 If not then you must publish a notice of intent to 
request a release of funds 
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Convert or 
Publish? 
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Public Notice and Mandated 


Comment Periods 
 

• 	 You will then be required to Publish or Post a Notice of Intent to 
Request a Release of Funds 

Local Comment Period Federal Comment 
Period 

Publish 7 days 	 15 days 

Post	 10 days 15 days 
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NOINOI--RROFRROF
 

6161
 



6262

RROFRROF 
 



Authority to Use Grant FundsAuthority to Use Grant Funds 
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Sample Only!
Sample!
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Environmental Assessment 

• 	 If a project is not Exempt or Categorically Excluded 
under Sections 58.34 and 58.35, the responsible entity 
must prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA) in 
accordance with Subpart E of this part. 
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Environmental Assessment
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Start with this form . . .
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Compliance Documentation Checklist
 

• 	 Answer each question fully 
• 	 Use appropriate support documentation 

• 	 FEMA Flood maps with panel number 
• 	 Coastal Barrier Resource Act Maps or map of Texas 

showing proximity to coast when appropriate 
• 	 Map showing proximity to airports in area or 

documentation from nearby airports when within 
their vicinity. 
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Resources 
• 	 Flood Disaster Protection Act: 

• 	 FEMA Web Site: 
• www.fema.gov/business/nfip/mscjumppage.shtm 

• 	 Coastal Barriers Resources Act: 
• 	 Fish And Wildlife Web Site: 
• 	 http://www.glo.state.tx.us/coastal/maps/cbrs/index.html 
• http://www.fws.gov/habitatconservation/coastal_barrier.html 
• 	 Houston U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) office at (281) 286-

8282 

• 	 Airport Runway Clear Zones & Clear Zones Disclosures 
• 	 Airport Operator at nearby airports 
• 	 Yahoo Maps 
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Appropriate FEMA Documentation
 

7171
 



If you are not 
near the 
coastline, this 
type of map 
from yahoo is an 
option for 
documentation 
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7474
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Statutory Checklist is next . . .
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8181

Who do I contact? 
 



8282

Historic Preservation 
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Appropriate FEMA Documentation
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WetlandsWetlands MapperMapper 
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If you are not 
near the 
coastline, this 
type of map 
from yahoo is an 
option for 
documentation 
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8989

Available on 
the GLO 
Website 
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9191



9292



9393



9494



9595



9696
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HUD Noise Guidebook 
• 	 http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/energyenviron/ 

environment/resources/guidebooks/noise/ 
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Explosive and Flammable! 

• 	 http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/environment/asdCalc 
ulator.cfm 
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Hazardous Guidelines HUD 

• 	 http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/environment/training 
/guidebooks/hazfacilities/ 

100100
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EA Checklist 
 

103103 



Alternatives!
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Time to Publish!
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Notices to all Interested Parties! 

• 	 24 CFR 58.43, at a minimum the responsible entity must 
distribute the notice to all interested parties, local media, 
local, state and federal agencies, the regional office of 
the EPA and the HUD Field Office. 
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Public Notice and 
Mandated Comment Periods 
• 	 You will then be required to Publish or Post a 

Combined Notice, a Finding of No Significant Impact and a 
Request for Release of Funds (FONSI)
 

Local 

Comment Period 

Publish 15 days 

Post 	 18 days 

Federal 

Comment Period 

15 days 
 

15 days 
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HUD Address and contact person
 

• Jack Pipkin, Environmental Officer 
• HUD, Fort Worth Regional Office 
• 801 Cherry Street 
• Unit #45 – Suite 2500 
• Fort Worth, Texas 76102 
• Phone: (817) 978-5985, Fax: (817) 978-5559 
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109109

Request for Release of Funds (RROF)
 



Authority to Use Grant Funds
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Important! 

• 	 No construction work may begin nor 
can you execute contracts or close loans 
until all levels of this tiered review are 
completed! 
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Environmental Golden RuleEnvironmental Golden Rule 
Sec. 58.22 Limitations on activities pendingSec. 58.22 Limitations on activities pending 
clearance.clearance. 

•• 	 (a)(a) Neither a recipient nor any participantNeither a recipient nor any participant in the development process,in the development process,
including public or private nonprofit or forincluding public or private nonprofit or for--profit entities, or any of theirprofit entities, or any of their 
contractors,contractors, may commitmay commit HUD assistanceHUD assistance under a program listed in Sec.under a program listed in Sec.
58.1(b)58.1(b) on an activity or project until HUD or the state has approved thon an activity or project until HUD or the state has approved thee 
recipient's RROFrecipient's RROF and the related certification from the responsible entity.and the related certification from the responsible entity. 

•• 	 In additionIn addition,, until the RROFuntil the RROF and the related certificationand the related certification have beenhave been 
approvedapproved, neither a recipient, neither a recipient nor any participant in the developmentnor any participant in the development
process may commit nonprocess may commit non--HUD fundsHUD funds on or undertake an activity oron or undertake an activity or
project under a program listed in Sec. 58.1(b) if the activity oproject under a program listed in Sec. 58.1(b) if the activity or projectr project
would have an adverse environmental impact or limit the choice owould have an adverse environmental impact or limit the choice off 
reasonable alternatives.reasonable alternatives. 

112112 



Sample Only!
Sample!
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Maintain ERRMaintain ERR
 

• 	 Copy of Project Description 

• 	 Copy of Checklists & Support Documentation, 
Publication, Affidavit, and Request for Release of 
Funds (RROF) 

• 	 Copy of Authority to Use Grant Funds 

• 	 Copy of mailed letter and e-mail clearance from 
TDHCA 

114114 



Coming Attractions:Coming Attractions: 

•• 	 FollowFollow--upup WebinarWebinar Environmental TrainingEnvironmental Training 
 

•• 	 Environmental Training attached to NSPEnvironmental Training attached to NSP 
ImplementationImplementation 

•• 	 OCC TrainingOCC Training 
•• 	 Location(sLocation(s) to be determined) to be determined 

•• 	 Dates to be determined…pending PandemicDates to be determined…pending Pandemic 
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Environmental ComplianceEnvironmental Compliance 
 

•• Cynthia Vallejo, TDHCACynthia Vallejo, TDHCA 
•• Environmental SpecialistEnvironmental Specialist 

•• cynthia.vallejo@tdhca.state.tx.uscynthia.vallejo@tdhca.state.tx.us 

116116 

mailto:cynthia.vallejo@tdhca.state.tx.us

	Environmental Review & Clearance�Presented by Cynthia Vallejo
	Training Agenda
	What’s the difference between:
	Which Activities will Require an Environmental Review?
	Background
	Slide Number 6
	Environmental Regulations
	Environmental Regulations
	Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) Required Benchmarks
	Required Benchmarks for HOME Environmental
	Required Benchmarks for HOME Environmental
	Environmental Golden Rule�Sec. 58.22 Limitations on activities pending clearance.
	Timelines for Environmental review
	Environmental Classifications:
	Sec. 58.34 Exempt activities. 
	Exempt Activities:
	Exempt Activities:
	Sec. 58.34 Exempt activities.
	Sec. 58.35 Categorical exclusions. 
	Categorical exclusions subject to Sec. 58.5. ��The following activities are categorically excluded under NEPA, but may be subject to review under authorities listed in Sec. 58.5:
	Categorical Exclusion
	Categorical Exclusion
	(b) Categorical exclusions not subject to Sec. 58.5. 
	Categorically Excluded not subject to 58.5
	Categorically Excluded not subject to 58.5
	Categorically Excluded not subject to 58.5
	Sec. 58.36 Environmental assessments. 
	Flow Chart of Process
	Slide Number 29
	Project Aggregation 24 CFR 58.32�The Responsible Entity must group together and evaluate as a single project all individual activities which are related either on a geographical or functional basis, or are logical parts of a composite of contemplated actions.�
	Clearance Strategies
	Am I the Responsible Entity?
	So what now?�Elements of the Environmental
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Project Description
	Project Aggregation 24 CFR 58.32�The Responsible Entity must group together and evaluate as a single project all individual activities which are related either on a geographical or functional basis, or are logical parts of a composite of contemplated actions.�
	Classification?
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Appropriate FEMA Documentation
	If you are not near the coastline, this type of map from yahoo is an option for documentation
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Construction
	Tiering
	Environmental Assessment
	Mandatory Comment Periods
	Sample!
	Tiering Plan
	Categorically Excluded Subject to 58.5:
	Categorically Excluded Subject to 58.5:
	Statutory Checklist
	Compliance Documentation Checklist
	Who do I contact?
	Conclusion�Now with these two checklists you have two avenues you might use to clear this project�
	Convert or Publish?
	Public Notice and Mandated Comment Periods
	NOI-RROF
	RROF
	Authority to Use Grant Funds
	Sample!
	Environmental Assessment
	Environmental Assessment
	Slide Number 67
	Compliance Documentation Checklist
	Resources
	Slide Number 70
	Appropriate FEMA Documentation
	If you are not near the coastline, this type of map from yahoo is an option for documentation
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Statutory Checklist is next . . .
	Who do I contact?
	Historic Preservation
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Appropriate FEMA Documentation
	Slide Number 86
	Wetlands Mapper
	If you are not near the coastline, this type of map from yahoo is an option for documentation
	Available on the GLO Website
	Slide Number 90
	Slide Number 91
	Slide Number 92
	Slide Number 93
	Slide Number 94
	Slide Number 95
	Slide Number 96
	Slide Number 97
	HUD Noise Guidebook
	Explosive and Flammable!
	Hazardous Guidelines HUD
	Slide Number 101
	Slide Number 102
	EA Checklist
	Alternatives!
	Time to Publish!
	Notices to all Interested Parties!
	Public Notice and �Mandated Comment Periods
	HUD Address and contact person
	Request for Release of Funds (RROF)
	Authority to Use Grant Funds
	Important!
	Environmental Golden Rule�Sec. 58.22 Limitations on activities pending clearance.
	Sample!
	Maintain ERR
	Coming Attractions:
	Environmental Compliance

