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CHAPTER 556

S.B. No. 726

AN ACT

relating to the membership and election of the governing boards of certain junior college and
independent schoot districts and to the taxing authority of certain junior colleges.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1.. Subchapter E, Chapter 130, Education Code, is amended by adding
Section 130.088 to read as follows:

Sec. 130.088. BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CERTAIN JUNIOR COLLEGE DIS-
TRICTS. (a) If an independent school district board that has control and management
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of a junior college district that contains all or part of a city with a population of
more than 1,500,000 divests itself of control and management under Section 130.016 or
130.017 of this code, the appointment and election of trustees of the junior college
district are subject to Sections 130.018 and 130.082 of this code, except as otherwise
provided by this section.

(b) The board of trustees consists of nine members elected from trustee districts.

(c) If the board of trustees of the independent school district that divests itself of
management and control of the junior college district is elected from mine single-
member districts, the trustees appointed for the junior college district shall have the
same initial single-member district boundaries. For the initial board members of the
Junior college district appointed by the independent school district board of trustees,
three members shall serve terms of two years, three members shall serve terms of four
years, and three members shall serve terms of six years. The trustees shall draw lots
to determine the length of their terms. The terms of the initial board members shall
expire on the last day of December of the odd-numbered year that does not exceed
their terms.

(d) Each trustee district must be compact and contiguous and of a population to
the extent practicable equal to other trustee districts.

(e) The general election for trustees shall be held every two years on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in November of the odd-numbered year or on the
uniform election date chosen by the prior board under prior law.

(P The board of trustees of the independent school district shall designate a
number for each trustee district. At each election candidates are voted on and elected
separately for each trustee district, and o candidate’s name is placed on the official
ballot according to the number of the district for whick the candidate is running.

(9) The volers of each trustee district elect one trustee.

(k) If a trustee changes residence to a location outside the district from which the
trustee is elected, the trustee vacates the office. Except as provided by Subsection (i) of
this section, a district boundary change that results in the trustee who represents the
district no longer being a resident of the district does not affect the trustee's term.
That trustee serves for the remainder of the term to which elected. If the trustee
changes residence to a location that is neither in the district as il existed on the date
the trustee was elected to the current term nor in the new district, the trustee’s seat on
the board is vacated.

(i) If a change in district boundaries occurs as a result of redistricting and places
the restdence of a trustee whose office is not next up for election outside the numbered
district for which the trustee was elected and the trustee fails to move his residence
within the new boundaries of that numbered district before the 75th day preceding the
date of the first election for which the boundary changes are effective, the office is
vacated and shall be filled at that election.

(1) If new territory is added to the district, the board shall temporarily assign the
territory to one or more trustee districts as appropriate. Not later than the 180th
day afler the publication of a federal census, the board shall revise district boundaries
to take account of district population changes.

(k) To be entitled to a place on the ballot, a candidate for trustee must file an
application for a place on the ballot with the board secretary not later than 5 p.m. of
the 45th day before election day. An application may not be filed earlier than the
JOth day before the date of the filing deadline.

(1) To be elected, a trustee candidate must receive a majority of the total number of
votes received by all the candidates for the position. If no candidate receives the vote
required for election to a position, the board shall order a runoff election to be held in
accordance with the applicable provisions of the Election Code.

(m) Trustees serve for six-year staggered terms. The terms of three members
expire on the last day of December of each odd-numbered year.
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(m) The board shall fill by appointment a board vacancy. The remaining members
of the board, not later than the S0th day after the date on which the vacancy occurs,
shall select a suitable person who resides in the applicable district to fill the board
vacancy until the next regular trustee election. If the board for any reason Jails or
refuses to appoint a person to fill the board vacancy, the board shall order an election
Jor the purpose of filling the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term. The
election shall be held on the next uniform election date provided by the Election Code
as long as that date does not occur before the 90th day ofter the date on which the
VACANCY OCCUTS.

SECTION 2. Section 130.016, Education Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 130.016. SEPARATE BOARD OF TRUSTEES IN CERTAIN INSTANCES. (a)
A junior college established by an independent school district or city that has assumed
control of schools already validated or established pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter may be governed, administered, and controlled by and under the direction of a
separate board of trustees, which may be placed in authority by either of the following
procedures:

(1) the board of trustees of an independent school district or city school district
which has the management, control, and operation of a junior college may divest itself
of the management, control, and operation of that junior college so maintained and
operated by the school board by appointing for the junior college district a separate
board of trustees of nine members; or

(2) the board of trustees of any independent school district or city school district
which has the control and management of a junior college may be divested of its control
and management of that junior college by the procedure prescribed in Section 130.017
of this code.

(b) If the board of trustees of an independent school district that divests itself of
the management, control, and operation of a junior college district urder this section
or under Section 130.017 of this code was authorized by Subsection (e) of Section 20.48
of this code to dedicate a portion of its tax levy to the junior college district before the
divestmenlt, the junior college district may levy an ad valorem tax Srom and afier the
divestment. In the first two years in which the junior college district levies an ad
valorem tax, the tax rate adopted by the governing body may not exceed the rate that,
if applied to the total taxable value submitted to the governing body under Section
26.04, Tax Code, would impose an amount equal to the amount of taxes of the school
district dedicated to the junior college under Subsection (e) of Section 20.48 of this
code in the last dedication before the divestment. In subsequent years, the tax rate of
the junior college district is subject to Section 26.07, Tax Code.

SECTION 3. If any section, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect
other provisions or applications of this Act that can be given effect without the invalid
provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to be
severable. :

SECTION 4. (a) This Act does not affect the authority of an independent school
district board to select a uniform election date in accordance with law.

(b) This Act takes effect September 1, 1987.

SECTION 5. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

Passed the Senate on April 30, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0. Passed

the House on May 29, 1987, by a non-record vote.

Approved June 18, 1987,

Effective Sept. 1, 1987.
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