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CHAPTER 965

S.B. No. 604

AN ACT
relating to certain requirements for registration as a professional engineer.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 12, The Texas Engineering Practice Act (Article 3271a, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 12. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR REGISTRATION. (a) The following
shall be considered as minimum evidence satisfactory to the Board that the applicant is
qualified for registration as a professional engineer{-to-wit]:

(1) graduation [(a}—Graduatien] from an approved curriculum [eourse] in engineer-
ing that is [offour{4)-years—-or-mo o-in-a-recognized-school-or-¢o ]approvedbythe
Board as of satisfactory standing, passage of the examination requirements prescribed
by the Board, and a specific record of an additional four (4) years or more of active
practice in engineering work, of a character satisfactory to the Board, indicating that the
applicant is competent to be placed in responsible charge of such work; or
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(9) graduation from an engineering or related science curriculum at a recognized
institution of higher education, other than a curriculum approved by the Board
under Subdivision (1) of this subsection, passage of the examination requirements
prescribed by the Board, [Mmssﬁuu*—pam;g—a—mmh—er—wnmwm

g 2 from-an-approved—four{(4) years engineering eourse;] and a specific record of
at least eight (8) years of active practice in engineering work of a character satisfactory
to the Board and indicating that the applicant is competent to be placed in responsible
charge of such work.

ad an fram-an annroavad-four {(4)vears-enineering

(b) [@®] Provided, that no person shall be eligible for registration as a professional
engineer who is not of good character and reputation; and provided further, that any
engineer registered [licensed] under this Act shall be eligible to hold any appointive

engineering position with the State of Texas.
(c) [©] In considering the qualifications of applicants, responsible charge of engineer-
ing teaching may be construed as responsible charge of engineering work. [The-satisfac-

qualifications.] The mere execution, as a contractor, of work designed by a professional
engineer, or the supervision of the construction of such work as foreman or superintend-
ent shall not be deemed to be active practice in engineering work.

(d) [(®) Any person having the necessary qualifications prescribed in this Aect to
entitle him to registration shall be eligible for such registration though he may not be
practicing at the time of making his application.

SECTION 2. Section 12a, The Texas Engineering Practice Act (Article 3271a, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes), is redesignated as Section 12.1 and is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 12.1 [12a). CERTIFICATION OF ENGINEER-IN-TRAINING. (a) The term
“Engineer-in-Training,” as used in this Section shall mean a person who complies with the
requirements for education[experience] and character, and has passed an examination in
the fundamental engineering subjects, as provided in Sections 12 and 14 of this Act.

(b) The following shall be considered as minimum evidence that the applicant is
qualified for certification as an Engineer-in-Training:

(1) A graduate of an [approved] engineering curriculum approved by the Board as of
satisfactory standing [offour(4)-years—or-more] who has passed the Board's eight (8)
hour written examination in the fundamentals of engineering shall be certified or enrolled
as an Engineer-in-Training, if he is otherwise qualified; or

(2) A graduate of an engineering or related science curriculum at a recognized
institution of higher education, other than a curriculum approved by [ i

satisfactoryto] the Board under Subdivision (1) of this
. 3284

subsection, who passes the
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Board’s eight (8) hour written examination in the fundamentals of engineering shall be
certified or enrolled as an Engineer-in-Training, if he is otherwise qualified.

(¢) The fee for Engineer-in-Training certification or enrollment shall be established by
the Board and shall accompany the application. [This-fee-may-bo-credited-toward-the-fee
: : jon)
(d) The certification or enrollment of an Engineer-in-Training shall be valid for a
period of eight (8) [twelve(12)] years. .
SECTION 3. Subsection (2), Section 14, The Texas Engineering Practice Act (Article
8271a, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as follows:

(8) On payment of the examination fee, [When] oral or written examinations [axe

i ] shall be administered to qualified applicants [held] at such time and
place as the Board shall determine. The scope of the examinations and the methods of
procedure shall be prescribed by the Board with special reference to the applicant’s ability
to design and supervise engineering works, which shall insure the safety of life, health,
and property. Examinations shall be given for the purpose of determining the qualifica-
tions of applicants for registration in professional engineering. The Board may permit
reexamination of an applicant on payment of an appropriate reexamination fee in
an amount set by the Board. [A—candidate—failing—on-—examination—may—apply—for
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SECTION 4. (a) Sections 1 and 2 of this Act take effect September 1, 1992
(b) Section 3 of this Act takes effect September 1, 1987.

SECTION 5. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

Passed the Senate on May 14, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 30, Nays 0. Passed
the House on May 28, 1987, by a non-record vote.

Approved June 19, 1987.

Effective Aug. 31, 1987, 90 days after date of adjournment except §§ 1, 2 effective Sept.
1, 1992, and § 3 effective Sept. 1, 1987. :
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