70th LEGISLATURE—REGULAR SESSION Ch. 256, §1

CHAPTER 255

S.B. No. 202

AN ACT
relating to the regulation of the practice of dentistry.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Article 4551i, Revised Statutes, is amended to read as follows:

Art. 4551i.  CIVIL IMMUNITY—PEER REVIEW, JUDICIAL OR GRIEVANCE
COMMITTEES. In the absence of fraud, conspiracy, or malice, the [elected] members of
the dental peer review, judicial or grievance committees of a dental society or association
which is incorporated pursuant to the Texas Non-Profit Corporation Act (Article
1396-1.01 et seq., Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes) or which is exempt from the payment
of federal income ta,xes pursuant to Sectzon 501 (c) of the Iuternal Revenue Code of
1986 [has-x g ont-of the licensed-de 3 embers;] shall
not be sub]ect to sult or su1ts for damages for alleged m]ury, wrong, loss, or damage for
and while performing duties of investigating disagreements or complaints, holding
hearings to determine facts, or in making evaluations, recommendations, decisions, or
awards involving dentists [;] who are members of such dental society or association or
other dentists, dental patxents and/or thxrd partles who request the servwes of such
commzttee.s [TheTexas-State-Board 2 ors—£ha o-the-varioy
l-lcensees-m—such—axea-or—apeas.] Thls lmmumty is enacted toreheve and protect the
persons named herein from being harassed and threatened with legal action while
attempting to perform required duties.

SECTION 2. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.

Passed the Senate on April 2, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 25, Nays 0. Passed the
House on May 15, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 144, Nays 0, one present not
voting.

Approved May 28, 1987.

Effective May 28, 1987.
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