70th LEGISLATURE—REGULAR SESSION. Ch. 295, §1

CHAPTER 295

H.B. No. 650

AN ACT
relating to removal of certain obstructions in navigable streams.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

; SECTION 1. Chapter 11, Water Code, is amended by adding Section 11.097 to read as
ollows:

Sec. 11.097. REMOVAL OF OBSTRUCTIONS FROM NAVIGABLE STREAMS. (a)
On its own motion or on writlen request from a commissioners court, the commission
shall investigate a reported natural obstruction in a navigable stream caused by the
accumulation of limbs, logs, leaves, other tree parts, or other debris. If making the
tnvestigation on request of a commissioners court, the commission must make its
tnvestigation not later than the 30th day after the date on which it receives the written
request from the commissioners court.

(b)) On completion of the investigation, if the commission determines that the
obstruction is creating a hazard or is having other detrimental effect on the navigable
stream, the commission shall initiate action to remove the obstruction.
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(¢c) In removing an obstruction, the commission may solicit the assistance of
Jederal and state agencies including the Corps of Engineers, Texas National Guard,
the Parks and Wildlife Department, and districts and authorities created under
Anrticle 11T, Sections 52(b)(1) and (2), or Article XVI, Section 59, of the Texas Constitu-
tion. Also, the commission may enter into contracts for services required to remove
an obstruction. However, no river authority may require the removal, relocation, or
reconfiguration of a floating structure which was in place before the effective date of
this Act and the effective date of any ordinance, rule, resolution, or other act of the
river authority mandating such action unless the commission determines the struc-
ture 1s an obstruction to navigation.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 1987.

SECTION 3. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

Passed by the House on May 13, 1987, by a non-record vote; that the House refused to
concur in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 650 on May 30, 1987, and requested the
appointment of a conference committee to consider the differences between the two
houses; and that the House adopted the conference committee report on H.B. No.
650 on June 1, 1987, by a non-record vote. Passed by the Senate, with amendments,
on May 29, 1987, by a viva-voce vote; at the request of the House, the Senate
appointed a conference committee to consider the differences between the two
houses; and that the Senate adopted the conference committee report on H.B. No.
650 on June 1, 1987, by a viva-voce vote.

Approved June 11, 1987.
Effective Sept. 1, 1987.
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