70th LEGISLATURE—REGULAR SESSION Ch. 465, §1

CHAPTER 464

H.B. No. 365

AN ACT
relating to rights of inheritance by or from certain illegitimate children.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Section 42(b), Texas Probate Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) Paternal Inheritance. For the purpose of inheritance, a child is the legitimate child
of his father if the child is born or conceived before or during the marriage of his father
and mother or is legitimated by a court decree as provided by Chapter 13 of the Family
Code, or if the father executed a statement of paternity as provided by Section 13.22 of
the Family Code, or a like statement properly executed in another jurisdiction, so that he
and his issue shall inherit from his father and from his paternal kindred, both descend-
ants, ascendants, and collaterals in all degrees, and they may inherit from him and his
issue. A person claiming to be an illegitimate child, or claiming inheritance through
an tllegitimate child, may petition the probate court for a determination of right of
inheritance. If the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the purported
Jather was the father of the child, the child is legitimate for the purpose of inheritance
and he and his issue may inherit from his paternal kindred, both descendants,
ascendants, and collaterals in all degrees, and they may inherit from him and his
issue. This section does not permit inheritance by a purported father of an illegit-
imate child, whether recognized or not, if the purported father’s parental rights have
been terminated.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 1987. .

SECTION 3. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

Passed by the House on May 4, 1987, by a non-record vote; and that the House
concurred in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 365 on May 30, 1987, by a non-record
vote. Passed by the Senate, with amendments, on May 25, 1987, by the following
vote: Yeas 30, Nays 0.

Approved June 17, 1987.
Effective Sept. 1, 1987.
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