70th LEGISLATURE—REGULAR SESSION Ch. 599, §1

CHAPTER 599

H.B. No. 2567

AN ACT

relating to the municipal courts of record in Fort Worth.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 30.144, Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 30.144. JUDGE. (a) A municipal court of record is presided over by a municipal
Judge.

(b) A municipal judge, including the chief judge, is appointed [elested] by .the
governing body [q-ualiﬁqd-votem] of the city for a term of two years [unless-the-city-by

.

(¢) A municipal judge must be a licensed attorney in good standing and must have two
or more years of experience in the practice of law in this state and in the county in which
the court is located. The judge must be a citizen of the United States and of this state.
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The judge must maintain residence in the city during the tenure of office and must be a
resident of the city at the time of the appointment [election].
(d) [The-municipal-judge o_i nior_in lencth of conti

[&)] If there is more than one municipal court of record in the city, the judges may
exchange benches and may sit and act for each other in any proceeding pending in the
courts. An act performed by any of the judges is binding on all parties to the proceeding.

(¢) [(9] A municipal judge is entitled to a salary set by the governing body of the city.
The salary may not be diminished during the judge’s term of office.

(M (] A municipal judge may be removed only for cause and under the provisions
applicable to the removal of a judge of a county court.

(9) [] The judge shall take judicial notice of the city ordinances and the corporate
limits of the city in a case tried before a municipal court of record. The judge may grant
writs of mandamus, injunction, attachment, and other writs necessary to the enforcement
of the jurisdiction of the court and may issue writs of habeas corpus in cases in which the
offense charged is within the jurisdiction of the court.

(k) [3] A majority of the governing body of the city shall appoint a qualified person
to fil} a vacancy in the office of municipal judg_'e [ i ici

(i) [B] A majority of the governing body may appoint one or more qualified persons
to be available to serve for a judge who is temporarily absent due to illness, family death
or illness, continuing legal or judicial education programs, or for other reasons. The chief
judge shall select one of the persons appointed by the governing body to serve during an
absence. The selected judge has all the powers and shall discharge all the duties of a
municipal judge. The selected judge is entitled to the same compensation that the regular
judge receives.

() [&9] A municipal judge must execute a bond and take the oath of office required
by law for county judges.

SECTION 2. Section 30.146, Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 30.146. COURT REPORTER. (a) The governing body of the city [Each-runici-
pal-judge] shall provide [appoint] an official court reporter for the purpose of preserving
a record in cases tried before the municipal courts of record. [The-reporter-holds-office-at

judge.]

(b) The court reporter may use written notes, transcribing equipment, recording
equipment, or a combination of these methods to prepare a transcript of the proceed-
ings of the court.

(¢c) The court reporter shall certify the official record. If only an electronic
recording is made to preserve the record, the court reporter need not be present at
trial to certify the statement of facts.

(d) The court reporter is not required to record testimony in a trial unless the
Jjudge or one of the parties requests a record.

SECTION 3. Section 30.152(f), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(f) All fines, fees, costs, and cash bonds shall be paid to the clerk, who shall deposit
them directly into the city general fund, except that the official court reporter is
entitled to receive the fees for preparing the statement of facts.

SECTION 4. Section 30.153(b), Government Code, is amended to read as follows:

(b) To perfect an appeal, the defendant must file a written motion for new trial with
the clerk of the municipal courts of record not later than the fifth day after the date on
which the judgment is [and-sentence-are] rendered. The motion may be amended by
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error not set forth in the moti o waived,
SECTION 5. Sections 30.156(c) and (d), Government Code, are amended to read as
follows:

[d)] The party requesting a statement of facts, other than the state or city, shall pay
the cost of preparation of the statement of facts. If the case is reversed on appeal, the
court shall promptly refund the cost to the defendant.

(@) Within the time prescribed for perfecting the appeal, an appellant unable to
pay for the statement of facts may, by motion and affidavit, move the trial court to
have the statement of facts furnished without charge. After hearing the motion, if the
court finds the appeilant is unable to pay for or give security for the Statement of
Jacts, the court shall order the reporter to Jurnish the statement of facts, and when the
court certifies that the Statement of facts has been Jurnished to the appeliant, the

BYrRa

SECTION 6. Section 30.157, Government Code, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 30.157. TRANSEER OF RECORD; FEE.. The parties must file the transcript and

the transcript or statement of facts accuretely discloses what occurred in the trigl
court, the appellate court shall submit the matter to the trial court, and the trial
court shall, after notice to the parties and kearing, settle the dispute and make the
lranseript or statement of facts conform to what occurred in the trial court.
SECTION 7. Section 30.158, Government Code, is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 30.158. BRIEF ON APPEAL. (a) 4 defendant’s appellate brief must present
points of error in the manner required by law for a brief on appeal to the court of

appeals. However, the points shall be confined to those set Jorth in the motion Jor
new trial.

A 3 vvrsalr
(c) The Prosecuting attorney must Jile the appeliee’s brief with the appellate court
clerk not later than the 15th day after the date on which the defendant’s brief is filed,
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constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force

from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.
Passed by the House on May 22, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 148, Nays O, 1
present, not voting. Passed by the Senate on May 28, 1987, by the following vote:

Yeas 30, Nays O.
Approved June 18, 1987.
Effective June 18, 1987.
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