Ch. 997, §1 70th LEGISLATURE—REGULAR SESSION

CHAPTER 998

H.B. No. 2146

AN ACT
relating to the testimony of a child who is a victim of an offense.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 3, Article 38.071, Code of Criminal Procedure, is amended to read
as follows:

Sec. 3. The court may, on the motion of the attorney for any party, order that the
testimony of the child be taken in a room other than the courtroom and be televised by
closed circuit equipment in the courtroom to be viewed by the court, the court reporter,
and the finder of fact in the proceeding. Only the attorneys for the defendant and for the
state, persons necessary to operate the equipment, and any person whose presence would
contribute to the welfare and well-being of the child may be present in the room with the
child during his testimony. Only the attorneys may question the child. Any [The] persons
necessary to operate [eperating] the equipment shall be confined to an adjacent room or
behind a screen or mirror that permits them to see and hear the child during his
testimony, but does not permit the child to see or hear them. The court shall permit the
defendant to observe and hear the testimony of the child in person, but the court shall
ensure that the child cannot hear or see the defendant. The court shall permit the
attorney for the defendant adequate opportunity to confer with the defendant during
cross-examination of the child. On application of the attorney for the defendant, the
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court may recess the proceeding before or during cross-examination of the child for a
reagonable time to allow the attorney for the defendant to confer with the defendant.
SECTION 2. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.
Passed by the House on May 22, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 148, Nays 0, 1
present, not voting; and that the House concurred in Senate amendments to H.B. No.
2146 on June 1, 1987, by a non-record vote. Passed by the Senate, with amend-
ments, on June 1, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Approved June 19, 1987.
Effective Aug. 31, 1987, 90 days after date of adjournment.
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