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CHAPTER 544

H.B. No. 1912

AN ACT
relating to exemption from water rights permit requirements for use of certain water for mariculture
activities.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Section 11.121, Water Code, is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 11.121.  PERMIT REQUIRED. Except as provided in Sections [Seetion] 11.142
and 11.1421 of this code, no person may appropriate any state water or begin construc-
tion of any work designed for the storage, taking, or diversion of water without first
obtaining a permit from the commission to make the appropriation.

SECTION 2. Chapter 11, Water Code, is amended by adding Section 11.1421 to read as
follows:

Sec. 11.1421. PERMIT EXEMPTION FOR MARICULTURE ACTIVITIES. (a) In this
section, “mariculture” means the propagation and rearing of aquatic species, includ-
ing shrimp, other crustaceans, finfish, mollusks, and other similar creatures in a
controlled environment using brackish or marine water.

(b) Without obtaining a permit and subject to the requirements and limitations
provided by Subsections (c) through (e) of this section, a person who is engaged in
mariculture operations on land may take for that purpose state water from the Gulf
of Mexico and adjacent bays and arms of the Gulf of Mexico in an amount appropri-
ate to those mariculture activities.

(c) Before a person first takes water under Subsection (b) of this section, the person
must give notice to the commission of the proposed appropriation.

(d) Eack appropriation of water made under Subsection (b) of this section shall be
reported to the commission in the manner provided by the commission’s rules.

(e) After notice and hearing, if the commission determines that as a result of low
JSreshwater inflows appropriation of water under Subsection (b) of this section would
interfere with natural productivity of bays and estuaries, the commission shall issue
an order requiring interruption or reduction of the appropriation.

SECTION 3. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
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suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.

Passed by the House on April 29, 1987, by a non-record vote; that the House refused to
concur in Senate amendments to H.B. No. 1912 on May 27, 1987, and requested the
appointment of a conference committee to consider the differences between the two
houses; and that the House adopted the conference committee report on H.B. No.
1912 on June 1, 1987, by a non-record vote. Passed by the Senate, with amend-
ments, on May 25, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 30, Nays O; at the request of the
House, the Senate appointed a conference committee to consider the differences
between the two houses; and that the Senate adopted the conference committee
report on H.B. No. 1912 on May 31, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 29, Nays 0.

Approved June 17, 1987.
Effective Aug. 31, 1987, 90 days after date of adjournment.
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