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CHAPTER 883

H.B. No. 1314

AN ACT
relating to the size of a county jail dormitory and day room.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Article 5115, Revised Statutes, is amended to read as follows:

Art. 5115, JAILS PROVIDED. (a) The Commissioners Court shall provide safe and
suitable jails for their respective counties, and shall cause the same to be maintained in
good sanitary condition at all times, properly ventilated, heated and lighted; structurally
sound, fire resistant and kept in good repair. Furthermore, they shall cause the jails in
their respective counties to be kept in a clean and healthy condition, provided with water
of safe quality and ample quantity and sewer disposal facilities in accordance with good
sanitary standards, and provided with clean, comfortable mattresses and blankets, suffi-
cient for the comfort of the prisoners, and that food is prepared and served in a palatable
and sanitary manner and according to good dietary practices and of a quality to maintain
good health. Such jails shall comply with the provisions of this Act and with the rules
and procedures of the Commission on Jail Standards.

[SUITABLE-SEGREGATION]

(b) The term “safe and suitable jails,” as used in this Act, shall be construed to mean
jails which provide adequate segregation facilities by having separate enclosures, formed
by solid masonry or solid metal walls, or solid walls of other comparable material,
separating witnesses from all classifications of prisoners; and males from females; and
juveniles from adults; and first offenders, awaiting trial, from all classifications of
convicted prisoners; and prisoners with communicable or contagious diseases from all
other classifications of prisoners. Furthermore, the term “safe and suitable” jails shail
be construed to mean jails either now or hereafter constructed, except that, in lieu of
maintaining its own jail, any county whose population is not large enough to justify
building a new jail or remodeling its old jail shall be exempt from the provisions of this
Act by contracting with the nearest available county whose jail meets the requirements
set forth in this Act for the incarceration of its prisoners at a daily per capita rate equal
to the cost of maintaining prisoners in said jail, or at a daily rate mutually agreed to by
the contracting counties.

(¢ No person suspected of insanity, or who has been legally adjudged insane, shall be
housed or held in a jail, except that such a person who demonstrates homicidal tendencies,
and who must be restrained from committing acts of violence against other persons, may
be held in a jail for a period of time not to exceed a total of twenty-four (24) hours, during
which period he shall be kept under observation continuocusly. At the end of the
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twenty-four (24) hour period, such person shall be released or taken to a hospital or
mental hospital. Furthermore, for such temporary holding of each person suspected of
insanity, or who has been legally adjudged insane, there shall be provided a special
enclosure or room, not less than forty (40) square feet and having a ceiling height of not
less than eight (8) feet above the floor. Furthermore, the floor and the walls of such
enclosure shall be provided with a soft covering designed to protect a violent person,
temporarily held therein, from self-injury or destruction. One hammock, not less than
two (2) feet, three (3) inches wide and six (6) feet, three (3) inches long, made of elastic or
fibrous material shall be provided in each such special enclosure.

(STITABLE-SECURITY AND SAEETY]

(d) For the purpose of this Act, the term “safe and suitable jails” is further defined to
mean jails which provide adequate security and safety facilities by having separate cells
or compartments, dormitories, and day rooms, of varying dimensions and capacities for
prisoners confined therein, except that, if practicable, no one such cell or compartment
shall be designed for confining two (2) prisoners only. Cells or compartments shall be
designed to accommodate from one (1) to eight (8) prisoners each, and furthermore, such
dormitories and day rooms shall be designed to accommodate not more than JSorty-eight
(48) [twenty-four(24)] prisoners each. Furthermore, in each such jail there shall be
provided individual one-man or one-woman cells to accommodate not less than thirty per
cent (30%) of the total designated prisoner capacity of the jail and dormitory-type space
may be provided to accommodate not more than forty per cent (40%) of the total
designated prisoner capacity of the jail. All cells, compartments and dormitories for
sleeping purposes, where each such cell, compartment or dormitory is designed to
accommodate three (3) or more prisoners, shall be accessible to a day room to which
prisoners may be given access during the day. Cells for one (1) prisoner only shall have a
minimum floor area of forty (40) square feet and all other cells, compartments, dormito-
ries and day rooms (including safety vestibule area) shall have a minimum floor area
equal to eighteen (18) square feet for each prisoner to be confined therein. The ceiling
height above finished floor shall be not less than eight (8) feet for any cell, compartment,
dormitory or day room where prisoners are confined.

(¢) The term “safe and suitable jails,” as used in this Act, is further defined to mean
that, for reasons of safety to officers and security, the entrance and/or exit to each group
of enclosures forming a cell block or group of cells and/or compartments used for the
confinement of three (3) or more prisoners shall be through a safety vestibule having one
(1) or more interior doors in addition to the main outside entrance door to such cell block,
all arranged to be locked, unlocked, opened or closed by control means located outside of
any such enclosure or cell block.

[SUITABLE SANITATION-AND HEALTH]

() The term “safe and suitable jails” is further defined to mean jails which provide
adequate facilities for maintaining proper standards in sanitation and health. Each cell
designed for one (1) prisoner only shall be provided with a water closet and a combination
lavatory and drinking fountain, table and seat. Each cell, compartment or dormitory
designed for three (3) or more prisoners, shall be provided with one (1) water closet and
one (1) combination lavatory and drinking fountain for each twelve (12) prisoners or
fraction thereof to be confined therein. Furthermore, all such cells, compartments and
dormitories shall be provided with one (1) bunk, not less in size than two (2) feet, three (8)
inches wide and six (6) feet, three (3) inches long, for each prisoner to be confined therein.
Furthermore, each day room for the confinement of three (3) or more prisoners shall be
provided with one (1) water closet, one (1) combination lavatory and drinking fountain and
one (1) shower bath for each twelve (12) prisoners, or fraction thereof, to be confined
therein. Furthermore, each day room shall be otherwise suitably furnished.

(9) The provision of this Act, as amended, shall become applicable to all jails upon its
effective date. The standards prescribed by this Act are minimum standards only. The
provisions of this Act are enforceable by the Commission on Jail Standards.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 1987.
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SECTION 3. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended.

Passed by the House on April 27, 1987, by a non-record vote. Passed by the Senate on

May 20, 1987, by a viva-voce vote.

Approved June 19, 1987.

Effective Sept. 1, 1987.
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