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CHAPTER 530

H.B. No. 1133

AN ACT
relating to the manner in which jail inmates earn good conduct time.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Section 1, Chapter 461, Acts of the 54th Legislature, Regular Session,
1955 (Article 5118a, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1. In order to encourage county jail discipline, a distinction may be made in the
terms of prisoners so as to extend to all such as are orderly, industrious and obedient,
comforts and privileges according to their deserts; the reward to be bestowed on
prisoners for good conduct shall consist of such relaxation of strict county jail rules, and
extension of social privileges as may be consistent with proper discipline. Commutation
of time for good conduct, industry and obedience may be granted the inmates of each
county jail by the sheriff in charge. A deduction in time not to exceed one (1) day for
each day of the original sentence actually served may be made from the term or terms of
sentences when no charge of misconduct has been sustained against the prisoner. This
Act shall be applicable regardless of whether the judgment of conviction is a fine or jail
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sentence or a combination of jail sentence and fine; provided, however, that such
deduction in time shall not exceed one-third (%) of the original sentence as to fines and
court costs assessed in the judgment of conviction. A prisoner under two (2) or more
cumulative sentences shall be allowed commutation as if they were all one sentence. For
such sustained charge of misconduct in violation of any rule known to the prisoner
(including escape or attempt to escape) any part or all of the commutation which shall
have accrued under this Act in favor of the prisoner to the date of said misconduct may
be forfeited and taken away by the sheriff, provided that the sheriff has complied with
discipline proceedings as approved by the Texas Commission on Jail Standards. Except
Jor credit earned by an inmate under Article 43.10, Code of Criminal Procedure, no
[Ne] other time allowance or credits in addition to the commutation of time for good
conduct herein provided for may be deducted from the term or terms of sentences. The
sheriff shall keep or cause to be kept a conduct record in card or ledger form and a
calendar card on each inmate showing all forfeitures of commutation time and the reasons
therefor.

SECTION 2. The importance of this legislation and the erowded condition of the
calendars in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the
constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be
suspended, and this rule is hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in force
from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.

Passed by the House on April 15, 1987, by the following vote: Yeas 136, Nays 0, 1

present, not voting. Passed by the Senate on May 23, 1987, by the following vote:
Yeas 30, Nays 0.
Approved June 17, 1987.

Effective June 17, 1987.
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