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Mr Ford presented a bill to protect the public against
nujsances. Referred to the Committee on State Affairs.

Mr. Green introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Speaker is hereby requested to ap-

oint Capt. J. B. McCowan postmaster of the House of

epresentatives of the Thirteenth Legislature of the
State of Texas. _ '

Mr. Allen moved to strike out the name and authorize
the Speaker to appoint whoever he deemed proper.

On motion of Mr. Denton, the resolution and amend-
ment were laid on the table. :

The special order, being the resolution to ratify the

proposed amendment to the Constitution, was then taken
up.
I:)Pending the discussion a message was received from
the Senate, av,nnouncina%K the passage by that body of
House bill No. 341, making an appropriation to defray
the contingent expenses of the first session of the Thir-
teenth Legislature of the State of Texas, with an amend-
ment by that body. Adopted. ,

Mr. Allen moved to suspend the further consideration
of the special order until 11 A. M. to-morrow, and make
it the special order for that time. Carried.

~ House bill, making an appropriation to defray the ex-
penses of the first session of the Thirteenth Legislature,
was then taken up, and the Senate amendment thereto
read, being as follows: Strike out ¢ $10,000,” and insert
¢¢$20,000.” The amendment was adopted, and the bill
thus amended passed.

House bill No. 155, for the protection of the farming

+interests of the State, was taken up. On motion, it was
postponed until Friday next at 10 A. M., and made the
special order for that time.

Mr. Denton moved to adjourn until 7:30 P. M.

Mr. Mills moved to amend by inserting ‘‘ until 10 A. M.
to-morrow.”’

Division being called for, resulted as follows: yeas, 89;
nays, 34 ; whereupon the House was declared adjourned.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,)
: Avustiy, Texas, March 6, 1873,

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quorum present.

Messrs. Michael and Morris were absent.

O}:l motion the reading of the journal was dispensed
with.

Petitions and memorials being in order, Mr. Powers
offered & memorial of Hon. T. C. Barden, complaining of
the action of the joint commiitee of investigation in re-
gard to taking testimony. Referred to Judiciary Com-
mittee No. 1.

Mr. Payne offered a petition of citizens of Bee county
in relation to a stock law. Referred to the Committee on
Agrieulture and Stock Raising. '

Myr. Russell offered a petition of B. N. McBride, attor-
ney for McNut and others. Referred to the Committee
on Private Land Claims.

Mr. Hollingsworth offered a petition of the County
Court of Comanche county. Referred to the Committee
on State Affairs. : :

Mr. Nelson offered a memorial from citizens of Hopkins
county. Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Bordeaux offered a petition of certain citizens of -
Cooke county, in relation to fences. Referred to the
Committee on Agriculture and Stock Raising.

A message from the Senate announced the passage, by
that body, of House bill No. 85, directing the publication
of the expenditures, assets and indebtedness of the
- several counties ; also Senate joint resolution, concerning

the debt of Texas.

Reports of committees being taken up, Judiciary Com-
mittee No. 2 reported as follows:

Ilon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Your commitiee to whom was referred House
hill No. 297, “Aun act to prevent horse racing in any city,
town or village,” beg leave to report the same bacf;, and
recommend its passage. :

: JRELAND, Chairman.

The bill was read @a second time. and ordered en-
arossed.
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On motion the order to engross was reconsidered, and
Mr. Bewley offered a substitute therefor.

On motion the bill and substitute were recommitted to-
Judiciary Committee No. 2, by a rising vote of thirty-
three to thirty-two. '

The same committee reported further as follows : :
Hon. M. D. K. Toaylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Sir: Your committee to whom was referred House bill -
No. 296, “An act to amend the fourteenth seetion of an
act concerning conveyances, approved Iebruary 5,
1840, beg leave to report the same back, with the recom--
mendation that the same do not pass. ~

IRELAND, Chairman.

Report adopted.

. The same comnittee reported further as follows:

Ilon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives : ~
Sir: Your committee on Judiciary No. 2, to whom

was referred a bill entitled ‘“An act to authorize the

county of Marion to audit and fund the debt of said
county,” have had the same under consideration, and
have instructed me to report the same back to the House:
with the recommendation that it do pass.

W. H. TILSON for Committee.

The reading of the bill being dispensed with it, was or-
dered engrossed. On motion the rules were suspended,.
the bill read by caption a third time and passed.

~ By leave Mr. Mills introduced a bill more clearly de-

fining the duties of the Secretary of State and other State-

officers. Referred tothe Committee on State Affairs.

By leave, Mr. Morris introdueced a bill in relation to-
the disposition of the school lands. Referred to the
Committee on State Affairs. ~ . ,

The Committee on Internal Improvements reported as. .
follows : »

Hon. 3. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives : ’

Sir: Your committee to whom was referred House
bill No. 66, ‘“An act to amend an act to incoporate the-
Dallas and Wichita Railroad Company,’’ have considered
the same, and instructed me to report the same back to-
the House with the recommendation ihat it do pass.

' PAYNE, for Committee..



304 House JOURNAL. [MLch. 6, 1873.

The bill was read a second time, and the report and
bill laid on the table, and one hundred copies thereof
ordered printed. :

The same committee reported further as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : . .

Sir: The Committee on Internal Improvements, to
whom was referred a Senate and House bill, to be enti-
tled, ‘“An act amendatory of and supplemental to an
act entitled an act amendatory of and supplemenal to act
entitled an aet to incorporate the Sabine and Galves-
ton Bay Railroad and Lumber Company, passed Septem-
1, 1856, passed December 24, 1859, which act changed
the name of said company to the Texas and New Or-
leans Railroad Company,” have carefully and maturely
considered the same, section by section, and unanimously
instruct me to report the same back to the House, and
recommend the passage of the Senate bill as a substitute
for the House bill, with the accompanying amendment.

J. H BROWN, Chairman pro tem.

Amendment offered by the committee: Strike out all
-of section two after the word ‘‘ company,’’ in the twelfth
line of said section, as per Senate bill.

The Senate bill was adopted in liew of the House bill of
‘same purport. '

The amendment offered by the committee was then
adopted.

r. Mills moved to make it the special order for Thurs-
da'y next at 11 A. M. Lost.

The bill was then read a second time.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed by a two-thirds vote.

The chairman of the Committee on State Affairs re-
ported as follows:

on. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Sir: The Committee on State Affairs herewith return
and recommend the passage of bill No. 264, to authorize
the Police Court of Ellis county to levy and collect a spe-
-cial tax for the purpose of building a jail.

J. H. ER 'WN, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.
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The gpecial order was then taken up as per order of
resterday, said order being the Senate joint resolution
ratifying the proposed amendment to the Constitution.

After disecussion thereof, the Committee on Enrolled
Bills submitted the following reports :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the ouse of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sik: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully -
examined House bill No. 157, ““An act amendatory of
and supplementary to an act to incorporate the city of
Dallas, approved April 20, 1871:” also House bill No.
341, “An act making an appropriation to defray the con-
tingent expenses of the session of the Thirteenth Legisla-
ture of the State of Texas,” and find the same correctly
enrolled, and have presented the same this day, at one
o’clock, to the Governor for his signature.

W. A SHAW, Chairman.
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor. Specker of the House of Repre-
sendatines :

Sin: Your Committee on Envolled Bills bave care-
fully examined House bill No. 282, ““An act to authorize

~the levy and collection of a special tax in Gonzales
county,” and find the same correctly enrolled, and bhave
presented the same this day. at one o'clock, to the Gov-
ernor for his gignature,
) W, A SHAW, Chabman.
Hon. 3. D. . Taylor, Speaker of the House of Bepre-
sentatives : : '

Sir: Your Committee on Envolled Bills have care-
fully examined House bill No. 101, “An act granting o
charter to Huph P. Clark to create, keep and yun o feryy
boat at or near the northeast corner of Hugh Neal sur-
vey, on Sabine river, in Van Zandt connty,” also House
bill No. 201, “*An act to amend and consolidate the seve-
ral acts incorporating the town of Gonzales,”” and find the
same correctly enrolled, and have presented the same
this day, at one o'clock, to the Governor for his signature.

W. A. SHAW, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Allison, the House adjourned to 10

o’cloek A. M. to-morrow.

20 1a
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, )
Avstin, Texas, March 7, 1873. ¢

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quorum present.

O}n motion, the reading of the journal was dispensed
with. :

The discwssion of the joint vesolution ratifying the
constitutional amendment was resumed.

Pending the discussion, a message was veceived from
the Senate announcing the 1)assage%y that body of House
bills, No. 77, ¢ An act permanently establishing the county
seat of Kinney county;’ and No. 127, ‘““An act to
aunthorize Isaac Franklin to erect a pontoon bridge over
the San Antonio river, in the county of Goliad, Texas.”
Also of Senate bills, No. 21, ‘“Joint resolution awarding
Winchester rifles to certain persons;”’ No. 48, ““ An act
authorizing the patenting of a certain bounty warrant theve-
in named ;” No 103, ‘“‘An act to amend an act entitled an act
to reduce into one, and amend the several acts concerning
executions, passed January 27, 18423’ - No. 130,
“An act to incorporate the Excelsior College, in Bas-
trop county ;” No. 131, “An act reimbursing Bastrop
county, and ]I)Propriating the sum of two hundred and
twenty-five dollars for that puipose;”” No. 102, “ An act
for the relief of the heirs of Aunthony McGee;” No. 22,
“An act to incorporate the town of Kaufman,
in Kaufman county;’ No. 96, ** An act to amend an
act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Bonham,
in Fannin county. approved Aungust 13, 1870 ;° No. 116,
“ An act for the relief of Lycurgus E. Griffith.”

Mr. Harrison moved to postpone the further considera-
tion of the guestion for two weeks. Lost.

Mr. Payne moved a call of the House. Carried.

The eall being made, it appeared that Mr. Michael was
absent. :

On motion, the sergeant-at-arms was dispatched for the
absent member,

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the call was suspended.

'The yeas and nays were called for, the gestion being
the passage of the joint resolution to a third reading, and
resulted as follows:

Yeas—Messrs, Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allen,- A1i-
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gon, Anderson of Montgomery, Anderson of McLennan,
Berends, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown
of Dallas, Brown of Upshur, Chambers, Cunningham, Dav-
enport, Day, Doyle, Ellett, Ford, Gallaway, Glaston, Gil-
Ein, Green, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Joseph, Kleberg,

ane, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Moore, Morris, Nel-
son, Noeggerath, Phelps, Powers, Rainey, Robb, Roberts,
Salter, Sayers, Shaw, Shelton, Smith of Colorado, Smith
of Houston, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Trolinger, Van
Zandt, Venters, Washington, Watts, Wilder, thams,
Winkler and Wood—60.

Nays—Messrs. Armstong, Denton, Eastland, Ghent,
Gillette, Harrison, Ireland, Kemble, Mills, Payne, Pren-
dergast, Rimes, Rosebhorough, Russell, Scott, Short,
Storey, Tom and Westfall—19. .

Mr. Veale announced he had paired off with Mr. Bledsoe.

'i‘.({le resolution was declared to have passed to a third
reading.

By I%eave, Mz. Brown of Dallas presented a bill to amend
“*An act amendatory of and supplementary fo an act to
incorporate the city of Dallas, approved April 20, 1871,
which was read and passed to a second reading.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallag, the rules were sus-
pended, the bill read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallag, the rules were fur-
ther suspended, the bill vead a third time and passed by .
a two-thirds vote. _

Mr. Storey introduced a bill to amend **Anact to amend
section five of an act to provide for the organization of
the State Lunatic Asylum, and for the care and mainte-
nance of the insane, approved January 13, 1862."° Re-
terred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Mills introduced a bill amendatory of “*An act to
re-incorporate the city of Navasota.” Read, rules sus-
pended, read a second time and ordered engrossed.

Mr. McDonald offered the following resotution :

Lesolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be anthorized and
instructed to procure and have placed in position on the
north side of the Capitol, at the northeast and northwest
corners of same, two lamps, similar to those in front of
the building : also, one beneath the staivway in the base-
ment hall. :

Adopted. .

Mr. Denton moved the House stand adjonrned untit
10 A, M. fomorrow.,  Carried.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, )
AusTtin, Texas, March 8, 1873,

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; guorum present.

On motion, Mr. Sayers was excused on special busi-
ness until Wednesday next.

The jowrnal of yesterday was vead and adopted.

By leave, Judiciary Committee No. 1 reported as fol-
lows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Specker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : '

Sme: Your Commiitee to  whom was referréd the
memorial of T. C. Barden, Judge of the Sixteenth Judi-
¢ial District, complaining of the action of the joint com-
wittee of the Senate and House of Representatives, in re-
gard to the mode proposed by said committee of procur-
ing testimony to be used for and against said Barden, in
considering the charges pending against him, beg leave to
report that we have had thesubject matter of said memorial
under consideration, and the committee have unanimous-
ly instructed me to veport the accompanying joint reso-
lution, and recommend its passage, and that the commit-
tee De discharged fiom the fmither consideration of the
subject. ,

B, POWERS, For Committee.

Resolocd by he Jouse of . Representatives of the State
of Tezxas, the Sencie concurring, That the charges pend-
ing before the joint comimittee of the Legislature of this
State against the Hon, 1. . Barden. Judge of the Six-
teenth Judicial District, partake of a criminal nature, and
in that belief the said Barden is entitled, under the Con-

stitution, to be confronted by the witnesses against him,
- and to have compulsory process to compel the attendance
of witnesses in his favor; prowided, that gaid Barden
should be required to state on oath what he expects to
prove by ecach respective witness, of the relevancy of’
which testimony the committee should judge, and that
not more than two witnesses should be allowed to testify
to the sawe fact or circumstance sought to be established.

Mr. Payne moved to table the report and resolution,
which was carried. :

The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as follows ;
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Hon. M. D. K. Tuylor, Speaker of the Houwse of Repre-
sentalives: -

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined House bill No. 872, a bill to be entitled
*‘An act to amend an act amendatory of and supplement-
ary to an act to incorporate the city of Dallas, approved
April 2, 1871, and find the same correctly engrossed.

BOOTY, Chairman.

The chairman of the Commnittee on Enrolled Bills re-

orted as follows: ’

fon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Sir: Your Commitiece on Enrolled Bills have carvefully
examined House bill No. 212, ““An act to anthorize Alex-
ander English to erect a toll bridge on Bois d’ Arc creek,
in the county of Fannin;”’ also, House bill No. 235, “An
act to incorporate the city of Denison,” and find the
same correctly enrolled, and have presented the same this
day at one o’clock to the Governor for his signature.

. SHAW, Chairman.

The following message was received from the Senate:

The Senate refuses to agree to the amendment by the
House to Senate bill No. 33, supplemental to an act
amendatory of and supplemental to an act to incorporate
the Sabine and Galveston Bay Railroad and Lumber
Company, passed September 1, 1856, passed December.
24, 1859, which act changed the name of said company to
“‘The Texas and New Orleans Railroad Compan )7 and
has appointed Senators Flanagan, Dillard and Shelley a
conference committee on the disagreement between the
two houses, and ask the appointment of a like committee
on the part of the House,

Also, the passage by that body of House bill No. 311,
to make legal and vaﬁdate an election for mayor, alder-
men and constable of the town of Lagrange.

On motion of Mr. Payne, House bill No. 283, ““An act
regulating the smrvey of the land certificates of railroads
and other private corporations, and declaring the law
touching the sections reserved,” was taken up out of its
regular order.

Mr. Brown of Dallas offered a substitate therefor, “An
act prescribing the manner in which all land certificates
granted to railroad or other private corporations, shall be
lTocated, surveyed, patented, and alienated, and to protect
the rights of the State in conneclion therewith.”



310 House JoURNAL. [ Meh. 10, 1878.

Pending the discussion, a message from the Senate an-
nounced the passage by that body of House bill No. 372,
abill to be entitled “An act to amend an act amendatory
of and supplementary to an act to incorporate the city of
Dallas, approved April 20, 1871."

Mzr. Booty moved to refer both bill and substitute to
Judiciary Committee No. 1, with instructions to report at
their earliest convenience. Carried.

On motion of Mr. Anderson of MeLennan, the House
adjourned until 10 A. M. Monday.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
Avsriy, Texas, March 10, 1873, §

_ House met pursuant to adjonrnment.  Prayer by Rev.
Mxr. Sweeney. Roll called, guorum present.

The following gentlemen failed to answer to their
names :

Messrs. Ellett and Story.

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Petitions and memorials being in order, Mr. Hester
offered a petition of J. G. Morris. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Private Land Claims.

Also a petition of M. Dockery. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Private Land Claims.

On motion of Mr. Anderson, of McLennan, Senate bill
repealing certain sections of an act to provide for the en-
rollment of the militia, the organization and discipline of -
the State guards, and for the public defense, approved
June 24, 1870, and to repeal the first section of an act
to amend an act to provide for the enrollment of the
nilitia, the organizafion and discipline of the State
Guards, and for public defense, approved June 24, 1870,
approved April 12, 1871, was taken up out of its regular
order.

A substitute offered by Mr. Anderson, of McLennan,
under the same caption, was read and adopted.

Mr. Mills offered the following amendment :

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texus,
That section first of the above entitled act be so amended
as to read as follows: ‘“That Judges of the Supremc
Court. Distriet Conrts, Secretary of State. Auditor, Treas.
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urer, and Comptroller of the State, clerks of the Supreme
and District Courts, justices of the peace, postmasters
who have care of the mails of the United States, post-
riders, public millers, ferrymen on public roads, teachers
~ and professors in academies, managers and telegraph op-

erators, shall be exempt from military duty except in

case of iminent danger, insurrection or invasion.”

Adopted.

The bill was ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rule was suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed. ‘

Mr. Russell asked leave to present a report from the
Committee on Privileges and Elections.. Refused.

Mr. Morris offered a communication of J. M. Barton,
agking a law for vaccination. Referred to the Committee
on State Affairs. _

Mr. Tom offered s Peti‘tion of J. M. Rodriguez, former-
ly tax collector of Webb county. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Claims and Accounts.

Mzr. Chambers offered a petition relating to the passage
of aliquor law. Referred to Judiciary Committe No. 2.

Mr. Gillette offered a memorial of the citizens of Hill
county asking for the removal of the county seat. Re-
ferred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Also, a protest from the people of Hill county against
the removal of the connty seat. Referred to Judiciary
Committee No. 2.

Mr. Smith of Houston, offered a protest of citizens of

- Cherokee county against the creation of a proposed new
county. Referred to the Committee on Counties and
County Boundaries.

Mr. Westfall offered a memorial, asking for a law to

enforce vaccination for protecting the eitizens of the State
~from small pox. Referred to the Committee on State
Affairs. . '
. Mr. Armstrong offered a remonstrance of citizens of

Polk county. Referred to the Committee on Counties
and County Boundaries.

The Committee on Enrolled Bills reported as follows :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : . _

Sir: Your Committee on Envolled Bills have care-
fully examined the following bills, to-wit:

No. 77, “An act permanently establishing the county

[N
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seat of Kinney county ;” No. 10, “An act to legalize and
make valid the election in Wilson county ;> No. 85, “An
act directing the publication of the expenditures, assets
and indebtedness of the several counties;’ also, No. 127,
“An act to authorize Isaac Franklin to erect a pontoon
bridge over the San Antonio river, in Goliad county,
Texas,”” and find the same correctly enrolled, and have
presented the same to the Governor for his approval at 11
o'elock.
: SHAW, Chairman.

The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as follows :
Ton. . D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentatives :

Sik: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined House bill No. 308, *“‘An act to authorize
the county of Marion to audit and fund the debt of said
county,”’ and find the same correctly engrossed.

BOOTY, Chairman.

A message from the Senate announced the passage by
that body of the following Senate bills : '

No. 18, to incorporate the city of Austin.

Joint resolution No. 22, authorizing the Governor to ad-
just the matter of the hypothecation of certain bonds with.
Williams & Guion, in the city of New York. '

No. 100, to provide for the merging of the Waco and
Northwestern Railroad Company, with its properties,
rights, privileges and franchises, in the Houston & Texas
Central Railway Company.

No. 142, validating an election held in Brazos county.
The Committee on State Affairs reported as follows :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Honse of Repre-

sentatives : '

Sie: The Committee on State Affairs herewith return
and recommend the passage of bill No. 339, to authorize
the County Court of Dallas county to issue bonds.

, J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, hill read a third
time and passed.

: The Committee on State Affairs reported further as fol-
ows : :
How. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives :
“in: The Committee on State Affairs have considered
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bill No. 222, for the relief of early settlers, and entertain
serious apprehensions that its passage would open the
door for the validation of claims to land or land certifi-
cates not heretofore recognized by the State. They recom:
mend, however, that the bill be referred to Judiciary

Committee No. 2.
: J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

Report adopted. '

BFurther report from same committee : A
Hon. M, D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives ;

Sir: The Committee on State Affairs, in accordance
with repeated precedents already established by the
House, ask to be discharged from the further consid-
eration of the petition of the County Court of Bell county
asking the relinquishment of the State taxes for the pur-
pose of building a jail. : _ :

J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

Report adopted.:

Further report from same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: The Committee on State Affairs herewith return
and recommend the passage of bill No. 237, to aunthorize
the Governor to appoint a registrar and boards of appeal
and vevision for certain unorganized counties therein

named. ’
J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

The same committee reported further, as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: The Committee on State Affairs return the peti-
tion of the County Court of Gillespie county in regard to
road tax, and ask its reference to the Committee on
Roads, Bridges and TFerries, Also, the petition and
resolution from Colorado county, in opposition to what
is known as the Ohio liguor law, and in tIz)wor of holding
all drunkards responsible for their own acts, with the
recommendation that it be referred to Judiciary Com-
mittee No..2, which has charge of the subject veferred to.

J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

Report adopted, and references made according to
request.

rurther report from same committee :
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : ‘

Sin: The Committee on State Affairs, have considered

. Houge bill No. 274, “Anact to amend an act to reorganize

the town of Bryan, and incorporate said town as a city,”’

and instruct me to report it back and recommend its

passage. _
: J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time, and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill vead a
third time and passed.

Further report from same committee :

“Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sir: The Committee on State Affairs instruct me to ve-
port back and recommend the passage of bill No. 250, to
authorize Cain and Gee to construct a toll bridge over the
Sabine river, with the two accompanying amendments.
The committee, hiowever, are of the opinion, as hereto-
fore reported, that such charters onght to be obtained
under the general law concerning private corporations,
approved December 2, 1871,

J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

First amendment—In fourteenth line of section third
strilke out the words ¢“in specie.”

Second amendment—In fourth line of section four
strike out ‘‘twenty '’ and insert ¢ fifteen.”

" BROWN, for Committee.

The amendments wete adopted and the bill ordered
engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed. :

Fuarther report from same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repire-
sentatives :

Sti: The Committee on State Affairs, in accordance
with the action of the House on various similar cages,
herewith return a bill allowing William Eubank, a blind
man, to sell goods, wares and merchandise anywhere in
the State, without paying any State, county or municipal
tax, and recommend that it do not pass.

J. H. BROWN, Chairinan.

Report adopted.

Fuarther report from same committee:
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
senlatives : '

Sir: The Committee on State Affairs have considered
a bill for the relief of assessors and justices of the
peace in certain cases, for taking scholastic census, and
instruct -me to _recommend its passage with the accom- -
panying amendiment.

J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

Amendment by comumittee :

Add to the first section the following proviso: ‘¢ Pio-
vided, that the proper retmrns may have been: subse-
quently made in due form.

Amendments adopted. )

Mr. Mills moved to amend the bill by striking ount
““school fund,”’ and inserting ‘¢ State treasury.” Lost.

The bill was then read a second time and ordered en-
grossed. :

On motion, the rules were snspended, the bill read o
third time and passed.

Further report from same committee, as follows :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was re-
ferred House bill, supplemental to and amendatory of
“An act to incorporate the Odd Fellows’ and Building
Association of Bryan, Texas,”” approved December 1,
1871, have carefully examined the same, and I am in-
structed to report the same back to the House and recom-

mend that it do pass.
J. RUSSELL, for Committee.

The bill was read a second time and ordered en-
grossed. :

Further report from the same committee, as follows:
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Siz: Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was
referred the petition of John F. Elliot, have had the same
under consideration, and herewith report the same back
1o the House, together with the bill accompanying said pe-
tition, and respectfully recommend that it do not pass, as
your committee are nunanimously of opinion that 1t is not
a proper subject for special legislation or relief.

A. N. DENTON, of Committee.

Further report from same committee :
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Specker of the Howse of Repre-
sentatives :

Sie: Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was
referred House bill No. 249, entitled “An act to change
the names of certain. persons therein named,”” have con-
sidered the same, and instruet me to report the same back
and recommend that it do pass.

M. E. KLEBERG, for Committee.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.

Further report from same comnittee :
lon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

- sentatives :

S1n: Your Committee on State Affairg, to whom was
referred House bill No. 298, entitled * An act to incorpo-

rate the Hempstead Hook and Ladder Company No. 1,
* of the city of Hempstead,” ha,vin%] had the same under
congsideration, are of the opinion that the objects of said
bill may be fully attained under the existing laws of the
State. They have, therefore, instructed me to report the
same back and recommend that it do not pass.

M. E. KLEBERG, for Committee.

The report was adopted. .

Farther report from the same committee : )

Ion. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir:  Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was
referred Senate joint resolution No. 7, in reference to the
interment of Texas soldiers who fell at the battles of Glo-
vietta and Valverde, and also those who were buried at
Socorro, Albuquergque and Santa Fe, in New Mexico,
during the late war, having duly examined the same, in-
strnet me to yeport it back with the recommendation that

it do pass. :
' H. ¢. GHENT, for Committee.

The joint resolution was read a second. time ; the rules
suspended, read a third time and passed.

The Finance Committee reported as follows:
Hon. M. D. I. Toylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives.

Sir: Youwr Committee on Finance, to whom was re-
ferred Honse bill No. 263, entitled ‘‘An aect making an
appropriation to pay the calary of Hon: Lipscomb Nor-
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vell, as special Judge of the District Court of Tyler

county,” have considered the same and instruct me to re-

port said bill back and request that the same be referred

to the Commitiee on Claims and Accounts. : '
: VAN ZANDT, for Committee.

The report was adopted. and the reference made as re-
quested. : .

Further report from same committee :

Kon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : ’ o

Sir: Your Counmitiee on Finance, io whom was re-
ferred House bill No. 244, entitled “An act to anthorize
the County Court of Kinney county to levy and collect a
special tax for the term of six years, to build court house
and jail at the county seat of said county,’’ have consid-
ered same, and instruct me to report back the same with
the following amendment, and respectiully recommend
that said bill, so amended, may pass.

VAN ZANDT, for Committee.

Amendment proposed by the Committee on Finance to
House bill No. 244. . Ingert as section two as follows:

Sec. 2. That said tax, when so collected, shall be paid
-over to the county treasurer, to be by him paid out upon
the orders of the County Court, and for which services be
shall receive the same compensation as for like servicesin
other cases ; provided, that before receiving said funds,
the said treasurer shall enter into bond with good and
sufficient suvreties, in a sum equal to double the amount
of the tax so levied and collected, payable to the presid-
ing justice and his successors in office, for the faithful dis-
charge of the duties imiposed by this act.

The amendment was adopted, the bill vead a second
time and ordered engrossed.

Fuarther report from same committee: .
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor. Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives:

Sir: Your committee on Finance, to whom was re-
ferred a bill to be entitled, ““An aect to regulate the dis-
bursement of the funds of the county treasurers,” beg
leave to report that they have carvefully considered the
same, and instruct me to report the same back, with the
unanimous request that it do pass.

W. H. TILSON, for Committee.
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The bill was read a second time, and, on motion of Mr.
Powers, was referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Further report from the same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Siz: The Committee on Finance, to whom was re-.
fexrred the account of the Galveston News, for printing
done for the Comptroller of Public Accounts, together
with the certificate of the Comptroller that the same is
correct, and the account, so far as the committee can see,
seems reasonable, have instructed me to report the ac-
companying bill and recommend its passage.

' M&RR , Chairman.

The accompanying account and letter from Comptroller
were read.

The bill reported by the committee, ““A bill making
an appropropriation to pay the printing account of
Richardson, Belo & Co., for the Comptroller's office,”
was read. .

The rules were suspended, the bill read a second time,
and ordered engrossed. :

On motion, the rales were further suspended, the bill
considered engrossed, read a third time and passed by
the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allen, Alli-
son, Anderson of McLennan, Anderson of Montgomery,
Armstrong, Bewley, Booty, Broaddus, Brown of Up-
shuar, Brown of Dallag, Chambers, Cunningham, Daven-
port, Denton, Doyle, Hastland, Ford, Gallaway, Gaston,
Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hol-
lingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, - Kleberg, Lane,
Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning, MecDonald, Michael,
Mills, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne, Phelps,
Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roberts,
Roshorough, Russell, Salter, Sayers, Scott, Shaw, Shel-
ton, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Thur-
mond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Van Zandt, Venters,
Washington, Watts, Wilder, Wilhiams, Winkler and Wood
~T5.

Nays—None.

Fuarther report from the Ifinance Committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resendatives : ' )

St Your Committee on Finance, to whom was re-
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ferred a bill to amend the third section of an act sapple-
mentary to ““An act to provide for the payment of the
public debt of the State of Texas,” approved May 2, 1871,
report the same back to the House, and recommend its
reference to the Committee on State Affairs. -

MORRIS, Chairman.

'The report was adopted, and the bill rveferred to the
Committee on State Affairs.

The Committee on Education reported as follows :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Youwr Committee on Education, to whom was re-
committed House bill No, 340, making an appropriation
for the payment of public school teachers, report that
they have re-examined this bill, and having incorporated
the necessary amendments to cover the objections made
by members, at whose suggestion the bill was recommit-
ted, do now unanimously recommend its immediate pas-
sage.

) RAINEY, for Committee.

The bill as amended was adopted, read a second time
and ordered engrossed.

Mr. Wood moved to amend by striking out the word
“*date” in line ten of section three of the printed bill,
and inserting the words, ‘‘ service, and that said warrants
be thus paid by the treasurer.”

Mr. Ireland moved to recommit the bill to the Commit-
tee on Education.

Mr. Mills moved the House go into Committee of the
‘Whole upon the bill. Lost.

Mr. Winkler moved to amend My. Ireland’s amend-
nient by referring the bill to a special committee of five,
of which Mr. Wood should be chairman.

Yeas and nays being called for, resulted as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson of
McLennan, Armstrong, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux,
Broaddus, Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Chambers,
()unnin&ham, Davenport, Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Gal-
laway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin, Harrison, Hes-
ter, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Kleberg,
Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Moore, Morris, Nelgon,
Phelps, Powers, Prendergast, Robb, Rosborough, Rus-
sell, Salter, Scott, Shaw, Smith of Houston. Thurmond,
Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Westfall and \Winkler—>a1.
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Nays—>Messrs. Abbott, Allen, Anderson of Monigom-
ery, Berends, Ellett, Green, Hoffman, Lane, Leyendecker,
Michael, Mills, Noeggerath, Payne, Rainey, Rimes, Rob-
erts, Shelton, Smith of Colorado, Trolinger, Van Zandt,
Venters, Washington, Watts, Wilder, Williams and
Wood—26. :

Whereupon the bill was ordered committed to a 'special
vommitiee.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen said
committee : Mr. 1\k‘)’oo@l, chairman; Ireland, Prendergast,
Mills and Rainey. ' :

By leave, Mr. Powers offered the following resolution:

LResolved, That the use of this hall be and is hereby
granted, on Wednesday night, the twelfth instant, for an
examination of the pupils of the Asylum for the Deaf
and Dumb. ' '

Adopted. :

On motion of Mr. Mills the house adjonrned until 9
A. M. to-morrow. ‘

HOUSE OF I{.EPP,ESENTA'I‘IVES, ]
©oAvsriN, Texas, Mareh 11, 1873, ¢

House meb parsiiant to adjournment.  Prayer by the
chaplain.  Roll called ; quortm present.

T}le. following gentlemen failed to angwer to their names:

Messrs. Michael and Noeggerath.

On motion, the reading of the jowrnal of vesterday
was dispensed with.

On motion, the Committee on Privileges and Klections
were granted leave to report :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives:

Sir: Your Committee on Privileges ard Elections, to
whom was referred the contested case of election for
Representatives in the Fourteenth Senatorial District,
composed of the counties of Harris and Montgomery,
wherein Elisha Sehmidt, Gustave Cook, of Harris county,
and A. 8. Lipscomb, of Montgomery county, are the con- -
testants, v. Richard Allen and F. A. Michael, of Harris
zonnty, and B. M. Anderson, of Montgomery county, con-
iestees, have had the same under consideration, and I am
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instructed by the committee to make the following report
-and submit it for the consideration of the Honse :

The testimony clearly convinces your committee that
the entire registration of Harriz county, from ifs com-
mencement, has been conduected with the most unscru-
pulous partisanship, in the interest of the Republican
party. and in a manner caleulated to admit of the perpe-
tration of great frauds, and to prevent its discovery or
certain detection.

The aggregate number of registered voters, as appears
by the registration books, is 7443, which, according to
the nsual method of estimating population, in the ratio of
sixteen and two-thirds per cent. voters, would give to
Harris county a population of 44,658, which is palpabl
erroneous when tested by the last census, and the know{i
edge common to us all. I appears by the evidence,
clearly, that the registration of 1871 was conducted for the-
most part in secret ; that it occurred in numerous instances
during registration ; that what were termed appropriately
*‘skips ™ in the numbers of the registration ga.pers, were
made to the extent, as is certainly ascertained, of several
hundred. It was done in this manner: Suppose, for
instance, that at the closing of vegistration on the first
day, the number.on the last certificate issued should be
5000—the first one issued on the next morning would be
5050, thereby leaving a ‘‘skip’’ of fifty, which would be
repeated at the noon adjournment, and so on day after

day.

glow these ‘*skips’’ were ever filled does not appear,
and yet the registration books show a continuous and
regular succession of numbers and names, except, per-
haps, one or two slight errors. The guestion naturally
arises, whai was the purpose of these * skips,” and
when, where, and by whom were they filled ¢

Your commitiee have drawn their inference, which is.
by no means favorable to the purposes or party control-
ling the registration.

Again, the whole vote polled at the election for Con-
gressman in 1871, in the county of Harris, which was an
exciting and warmly contested election, amounted to less
than 8700, or less than one half of the registration, while
in the late election the highest vote claimed by any one to
have heen polled was 41%. [f these votes afford any
test, and they certainly eomport more nearly with the

21w
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known population of the county, it establishes beyond
- doubt the fact that the registration books are fraudulent
and incorrect and furnish the means for the perpetration
of frauds which, we feel constrained to say, appear to
have controlled the result of the election, which we are
now investigating, and but for this contest would have
thwarted the will of o majority of the legal voters of the
entire district. And it further appears to your commit-
tee that in no registration which has been had in the
county of Haxiris, has the spirit of partisanship been
more clearly evinced than in that which occurred under
the auspices of the board of appeals in the late election.
The conduct of the presiding officer seems to have been
peculiarly officious and avbitrary. He had been, during
the entire ten days of registration, engaged, although a
comparative stranger in the city of Houston and Harris
county, in the business of bringing up colored men and
vouching for them, when, as it most clearly appears, he
knew very few, if any of them, frequently asking them
their names and residences, and inthe next breath vouch-
ing for them as citizens and residents, whom he knew to
be entitled to vote. It appears that he did this in han-
dreds of cases, and was so engaged every day during the
registration.

Such was the conduct of the man who was to preside,
and did preside, at the board of appeals, and as chief
officer of the election. Dwing the sitting of the board,
hig demeanor was arrogant and tyrannical, refusing to
allow any question to be asked the colored applicants,
whom he registered without regard to gualification or ob-
jection made, suggesting to them what to answer to his
questions, prompting them by words, gestures and nods,
and even where they professed to live out of the district,
suggesting to them that they *‘ claimed Houston for their
homesg,”” and such like unfair and unlawful methods,
procuring them to be registered when he must have known
they were not entitled. - ‘

e refused to allow them to be asked even the prelim-
inary question, ‘‘why they had not appeared before the
registrar,”” and by every means in his power thwarted the
efforts of thosge sitting with him to execute the law and
perform their duties.

‘Where applicants professed to have been out of the
county for more than six months, he wonld suggest. ““ you
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have been temporarily absent,”” and *“youaiways claimed
Houston for yonr home, did’'nt you?" Amnd this is the
man who dcted as presiding officer of the election, con-
trolling, managing and directing it.

‘What might reasonably be expected from a partisan so
unserupulous, and, as some of the testimony shows, go
“jncompetent and unfair” in his management of the
election, is only too plainly made manifest by the testi-
mony in the case. '

One of the first facts to which we call attention is that
two hundred and forty-one persons were permitted to vote
upon affidavit that they were registered voters of Harris
county, and had lost their cerfificates of registration,
three-fourths of whom, by the testimony, appear to have
been colored men, and one-fourth white men.

It appears that these persons were allowed to vote,
without examination of the registration books fo see
whether or nct they were registered, and without being
vouched for otherwise. The contestants, however, intro-
duced the nnimpeached testimony of more than one reli-
able witness to the fact that most, if not all of the white
votes cast on affidavit, were those of 0ld and well known
citizens of the county. Before this no direet evidence
was offered by the contestees as to the colored voters.
Upon an examination of the registration boolks which con-
tained the names of registered voters, and opposite to the
names of those who voted, a clerk, who if seems from the
evidence was the district clerk, a competent person, at the
time of voting marked the letter V in ved mwk; two wit-
nesses, who seem to be skillful and competent men also,
were, two or three weeks after the election, able to find
only the names of 3883 persons who had voted as ap-
peared by the mark of the letter V in red ink, although
the returns show that 4175 votes or ballots were counted
out. '

And even if we add the 241 votes cast on affidavit, yet
there seems to have been only 4124 votes cast, showing
fifty-one more ballots cast than counld be accounted for.
Besides the testimony introduced by contestees themselves,
whose party friends, the officers of election, had been in
possession of the books all the time subsequent to the
election, admit that twenty-five of the names voiing on
affidavit were not to be found on the registration books at
all. Buat it appears from the evidence that after the elec-
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tion the registration books were being worked upon by
. some man who said they, the books, were ‘ short?’ or

‘‘behind,” and who was, as one witness testified, placing
on the books the names of persons who voted on affidavit.
And all this by the partisans and friends of the contestees
working zealously to secure their election.

And may not this account for the entire filling up of the
“gkips” which_had before that time been made in the
registration? Your committee leave that for every fair
and candid man to answer for himself, having themselves
their own opinions.

It further appears by the testimony of different wit-
nesses who testify to individnal cases of illegal voting,
that there were of that character of colored voters, whom,
we may as well here remark, with the exeeption of ten or
fifteen voted the Republican checkered-back tickets,
which contained the names of the contestees, one hundred
and fifty-seven distinet, well defined instances, besides an
apparently considerable number not accuraiely Eointed
out, with the legal certainty which would place it beyond
question that the parties actually voted.
It farther appears that from fifty to seventy-five colored

voters were registered and voted, who confessed, when
applying, that they had not lived in Harris county within
the six months next preceding, and whose votes were
clear(liy illegal, who must be added to the 157 already
stated. :

Let us take the smaller number, tifty, and thus far we
have two hundred and seven illegal votes cast for the
contestees. .

It further appears that at least twenty of the colored vo-
ters who cast the checkered-back tickets, notwithstanding
they had produced, when offering to vote, registration
papers from other counties, were allowed by the pre-
siding officer, over all objection, to cast their ballots,
which added makes two hundred and twenty-seven illegal
votes. To these add fifty or seventy-five presenting regis-
_tration papers calling for names other than the names
given by the applicant to vote, but who were nevertheless
allowed to vote by the very obliging presiding officer—
take the smallest number, fifty, and we have two hun-
dred and seventy-five illegal votes.

- It is further clearly shown that from ninety to one hun-
dred and fifty colored voters who applied to vote without



Mel 11, 1873.3 House JOURNAL. 325

certificate or affidavit, and who were not identitied or
known to any one, and were not even sworn, but simply
presented a litile slip of paper with a number on ii, were
thus unlawfully permitted to vote, and did cast their votes
according to the testimony for the contestees.

Add the smallest number, ninety, to the those hereto-
fore set out, and it establishes three hundred and sixty-
seven illegal votes given the contestees.

If it is a question of doubt as to the votes allowed by
the presiding officer to be cast upon the affidavit of the
party, as hereinbefore alluded to, and whether such votes
are admissible at all, especially when they are admitted
without even examining the registration list, it is cer-
tainly true that those whose names upon examination
appear not to be on the list of registered voters, are not
entitled.

The testimony shows a searching, patient and industri-
ous examination of the registration list to have been
made by skillful and competent men, as soon after the
election as thé registration books could be procured for
the purpose, and yet after this examination and thorough
testimony there seems to have been seventy persons who
;’oted on affidavits whose names did not appear on the

ist. : -

It is very true that subsequently the names of all but
twenty-five are found on those lists, but upon a thorough
examination and careful weighing of the testimony,
taking into consideration the suspicious working on those
books by a man who is not pretended to be produneced or
examined by the parties whose interest and duty it was
to explain the circumstances, we feel constrained to say
that our conclusion ig that the seventy names were not
11}]@)011 the registration books until subseguent to the elec-

ion.

Allowing this 70 to be added, we have 437 illegal votes,
which were cast and counted for the contestees.  But this
is not all. I we now add to the 3883 votes marked voted
with the letter V in red ink, the 241 affidavit votes, less
the 70 not on the registration books, which leaves 171 to
be added, we have only 4054 votes polled at that election,
while there were counted 4175 ballots from the box, which
leaves 121 votes counted out that clearly could not have
been lawfully placed in the ballot box. And how are we
to explain this. and against whom do all the circum-
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stances indicate that this evident fraud shounld be
counted ?

It is proved by more than one witness, though flatl
denied by the presiding officer of the election, that this
same presiding officer, Sheridan, proposed to secure the
clection of his party friends by stuffing the ballot box.

Thigs was at a time when, from the count, it appeared that
his friends were probably defeated. The person to whom
he made the dproposition, .% supervisor by Federal ap-
pointnent and representing the party supporting con-
testees, testifies that he refused to enter info the plan of
Sheridan, and all the witnesses concur in stating that they
knew nothing of any effort by Sheridan to execute his
scheme, yet there are circumstances otherwise inexplica-
ble, with reference to the appearance and assortment of
the tickets when the ballot box was opened, which, taken
in connection with the fact that an excess of tickets are
counted out of the ballot boxes, go far, indeed, to au-
thorize the belief that it is but a part of the wide spread
system of fraud which seems to have pervaded the regis-
tration books and the whole machinery of registration,
hoard of appeals, and elections in Harris county, where
so much fraud and conspiracy to carry the election has
been 50 clearly shown. We believe that we are fully
authorized.in concluding that this excess of one hundred
and twelve ballots is a part of it. Some effort to impeach
the testimony of some of the witnesses for the contestants
has been made, but was directed chiefly against those
who had been zealous supporters of the contestees in the
clection, and appear to be the result of vindictiveness
against them, for the developments they have made,
rather than for any real grounds of discredit, for the
efforts appear puny and the results insignificant. It ap-
pears to the committee that a large proportion of these
illegal voters are brought from the surrounding counties,
where they seem to reside in convenient distance to be
rapidly herded by certain lively whippers-in, who are
maintained at the public expense, under guise of official
positions, which seem to have been dispensed as rewards
for that particular grade of patriotism.

Theve is a cloud of testimony, which, though general
in character and not so specific asto be put down in
figures in this report, is so significant as to j_ustif%r s in
the heliet that we have not been able to compass by any
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means the extent of the frauds committed in the count
of Harris, at the election in November last. :

If, however, we are correct in owr estimates as far as
attempted, and we feel not the slightest hesitancy in as-
serting the utmost confidence in the conclusions we have
reached, it i3 manifest that at least five hundred and
tifty-eight illegal and fraundulent votes were cast for the
sitting members, contestees ; and it appearing that by de-
dueting that number from the votes of the sitting mem-
bers, contestees, respectively, they would have, Richard
Allen 2169 votes, ]}) M. Anderson 2183 votes, and F.
Michael 2237 votes; and the contestants having received,
E. F. Schmidt 2570 votes, Gustave Cooke 2554 votes, and
A. 8. Lipscomb 2510 votes, which are not denied to them,
yowr committe beg leave to offer the following resolu-
tions :

1.  Resolved, That the sitting members in this House
from the Fourteenth Senatorial District, composed of the
counties of Harris and Montgomery, are not entitled to
retain their seats in this House as Representatives of said
district.

2. Resoloed, That B. F. Schmidt, Gustave Cooke and
A. 8. Lipscomb having received the highest number of
legal votes cast in said Fourteenth District, are entitled
to seafs in this House. :

J. RUSSELL, Chairman pro fem.

A. M. DENTON,

‘D. M. PRENDERGAST,

C. C. GALLAWAY,

A. 8. BROADDUS,.

H. 0. GILPIN,

A. 8. THURMOND,

€. N. HOLLINGSWORTH,
Committee.

The undersigned, not hearing the evidence in this cage,
does not give in the above report. !

D. M. SHORT,

Chairman Committee on Privileges and Elections.

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Ilouse of Repre-
sentatives:
Sir: The minority of the Commitice on Privileges and
Flections respectfully present the following report :
In the contest of Gustave Cooke ef of. v. Richard
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Allen ¢f el., from the Fourteenth Senatorial District, it
was Gecided by the committee to rest this countest upon
the sworn testimony taken before the Senate committee
in the cage of Stewart v. Tracy, involving the same facts
and eliminating the same testimony. )

For the past few days this committee has been engaged
in hearing aforesaid testimony read, and from that evi-
dence there is no possible reason to doubt that the elec-
tion returning the contestees, who are now the sitting
members from the Fourteenth Senatorial District in the
House of Representatives of the Thirteenth Legislature
of the State of Texas, was a fair, honest and impartial
one ; that there was no violation of law in conducting it ;
no intimidation on the part of Republicans ; no fraud or
violence perpetrated, either by the sitting members or
their political friends, and nothing to justify the contes-
tants for appearing before thig commmittee, or to excnse

- them for presenting so groundless a claim.

Nothing can be foun(f in the evidence from beginning
to end (if the testimony of Duypree is excluded) that does
not go to show that the sitting members were fairly. hon-
estly, and legally elected. :

The evidence of Dupree is of itself not a denial of this
fact, even if it were entitled to credit. From the offi-
cial returns obtained from the office of the Secretary of
State, the average majority of the sitiing members was
two hundred and sixteen (216), and no testimony has
been adduced to set aside even the one-lialf of this decided
majority, admitting all that has been gworn to in the case
to be true. ‘

But an examination of the testimony of Dupree dis-
covers internal evidences of its falsity. It exhibits him
as a purchased and suborned witness ; and if this internal.
evidence were wanting, the positive testimony of impaz-
tial, disinterested men, subsequently produced, clearly
discloses that he was a paid pensioner of the contestant,
who had promiged hiin, in the event of his obtaining the
seat he was contesting, the sum of five hundred dollars
(%500), and two dollars a day for wages for this hired
service. The very men sworn to by this perjured witness
ag illegal voterg, were in many instances subsequently
produced, and proved his perjury ; and this evidence
clearly brought out the facts that Col. Stewait, the con-
testant for Senator Tracy’s seat, was at the bottomy of all



Meh 11, 1873, Housne Jovusan, . . 399

the attempted frauds. intimidation and violence that was
sought to be perpetrated, and was guilty of all the
bribery and corruption that has been exposed.

No evidence stands upon the record that votes were im-
ported. No evidence has been adduced to sustain a single
charge in the memorial of contest; and from the volu-
minous mass of testitnony only three votes are discovered
that are even subject to suspicion. These three are be-
lieved to have been cast by minors.

Grounds for sustaining a contest are governed and
limited by law, and there is no law that will set aside an
election, unless the actual number of votes that secured
the election of the contestant is clearly set forth and
proven. In this case there i3 no positive testimony to
. more than three illegal votes, and it isnot shown that these
three illegal votes were cast for the sitting members. Mere
allegations, that a large number of illegal votes had been
cast, are not evidence. The hearsay and suspicion of
witnesses have no weight. The plain hard facts must be
gshown that A and B and C voted or did not vote, as has
been charged, before the will of the people is ignored,
and their election set aside. Irregularities of form, the
law distinctly says, cannot vitiate an election. The will
of the people is not to be derided or denied by the incom-
petency or corruption of election clerks and officers, else
there would be no security that such officers might not at

leasure prevent any election, and the law and all prece-
gent have determined the exact way in which popular
clections are to be set aside. With this law, and accord-
ing to these precedents, there has, in this case, been no
compliance, and the minority of this committee is willing
to submit the decision of this case upon the law and the
evidence.

An arbitrary” report can only present the views of the
gentlemen making it. Itis the evidence alone that pre-
gents the facts material to the formation of a just verdict.
This evidence the members of the House of Representa-
tives have uot had, and cannot have an opportunity to
examine, unless it be printed and submitted to them for
in%)ection.

he minority of this commmittee has heen informed from
the analogous committee of the Senate, that the testimony
upon which this case will be decided will be printed ina
few days, and it iz respectfully suggested that the vote of
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the House, involving the seats of threc members and dis-
franchising their whole constituency, be delayed until all
the evidence is printed and laid before the members of
the House. In this way only can members vote under-
standingly, and avoid the sugpicion that votes are cast at
the hehest of party and in violation of law and justice.
C. L. ABBOTT, Minority Report.

Mr. Abbott moved that the further consideration of the
matter be postponed and make the special order on Satur-
day next, at 11 A. M. Carried.

The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as follows:
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the FHouse off Repre-

sentatives

Sir: Youwr Commitiee on Engrossed Bills have cave-
fully examined Honse bill No. 309, ‘“An act to repeal the
third, twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh sections, and to
amend the first and eight sections of an act entitled an act
to provide for the enrollment of the militia, the organiza-
tion and discipline of the State guards, and for the. pub-
lic defense, approved June 24, 1870 ; and to repeal the
first section of an act to amend an act to provide for the
enrollment of the militia, the organization and discipline
of the State guards, and for the public defense, approved
June 24, 1870, approved April 12, 1871, and find the
same correctly engrossed.

BOOTY, Chairman.

By special leave, Judiciary Committee No. 1 veported
as follows
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House gf Repre-

sentatives : -

Sir:  Judiciary Commitiee No. 1, to whom was refer-
red House bill No. 283, entitled “An act regulating the
suevey of the land certificates of railroad and other pri-
vate corporations, and declaring the Jaw touching the sec-
tions reserved;”” and also the substitute offered by the mem-
ber from Dallas, have considered the same, and have di-
rected me to report a bill as a substitnte for them both,
and that the same be adopted and passed.

SMITH, Chairman.

Substitute for House hill No. 283, ‘“An act to set apart

me-half of the public domain for the support and main-
enance of public schools.”

The subsfitute was read and adopted and ordered en-
srossed,
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On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed by the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allison,
Anderson of Montgomery, Anderson of McLennan, Arm-
stong, Berends, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus,
Brown of Dallas, Brown of Upshur, Carroll, Chambers,
Cunningha,m, Davenport, Day, Denton, Doyle, Kastland,
Ellett, Ford, Gaston, Gillette, Green, Harrison, Hester,
Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Kil-
lough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning,
Mc%onald, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne,
Phelps, Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, ?fiimes, Robb,
Roberts, Roshorough, Russell, Salter, Sayers, Scott,
Shaw, Shelton, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Hous-
ton, Story, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger,
Veal, Washington, Watts, Westfall, Wilder, Williams,
Winkler and 'Wood-—77.

Nays—None.

The bill was declared to have passed.

. A message from the Senate announced the passage by
that body of the following House billg:

No. 57, “An act to prohibit the sale or giving away of
intoxicating or spirituous liquors within one mile of the
institution of learning situated at Caledonia, in Rusk
county, Texas.” ,

; LI 0. 185, “An act defining the duties of the Comptrol-
er”?

No. 255, ‘“An act to prohibit the sale or gift of intoxi-
cating or spiritnous liquors within two miles of Leesburg
Institute, in U]ashur county, Texas.”

Petitions and memorials being in order, Mr. Gillette
offered a petition for a joint stock company for the pur-
yose of building a court house and jail in Hill county.

eferred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Anderson of McLennan presented a petition of citi-
wens of Freestone and others for anew county. Referred
to the Commifttee on Counties and County Boundaries.

A further report from the Senate announced*the passage
by that body of the following Senate bills:

No. 120, ““An act amendatory of an act entitled an act
to incorporate the Rio Grande Railroad Company, ap-
proved August 13, 1870.” :

No. 133, supplemental to an act entitled “An act to in-
corporate the Western Naryow Gange Railway.””
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‘Reporis of committees being in order. the Committee

on Exucation reported as follows : :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sik: Your Committee on Education recommend the
passage of the following bills: Nos. 230, 229, and three
others, prohibiting the sale of liguors at the following
places: Jounesboro, Coryell county; Bluffton, Llano
county; and Fairview, Willinmson county.

RAINEY, for Committee.

House bill No. 329, ““An act prohibiting the sale or dis-
posal of intoxicating liquors within five miles of the
academy in the town of Clifton, Bosque county,” was
read a gecond time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a -
third time by caption and passed.

House bill No. 330, “An act prohibit.iu%-l the sale of in-
toxicating liguors within two miles of Valley Mills Acad-
cmy, in Bosque county,”’ was read and ordered en-
grossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.
House bill No. 878, ““An act to prohibit the sale of all

intoxicating liguors within three miles of Fairview Acad-
amy, Williamson county,”” was read a second time and
yrdered engrossed. ‘ :

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
hird time and passed.

House bill No. 377, *‘An act to prohibit the sale of all
ntoxicating liquors within three miles of Bluffton School,
1 Llano ({rounty,” was read a second time and ordered
ngrossed. -

n motion, the rules were. suspended, the bill read a
vird time and passed. '

House bill No. 848, ‘‘An act to prohibit the sale of in-

xicating liguors within certain limits of Jonesboro

>hool, in Coryell county,”” was read a second time and

‘dered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
ird time and passed. e

The Committee om Public Lands and Land Office re-

rted as follows :

m. M. D. K. Taylor. Speaker of the House of Repre-
cenfotives.

ar . The joint comndtiee of the Senate aud House of
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Representatives on Public Lands and Land Office, to
whom was referred House bill No. 24, entitled ‘““An act
for the better %rotection of the archives and files in the
General Land Office,”’. respectfully veport that said com-
mittee have had the subject nnder consideration, and
have instructed us to report a substitnte for said bill and
recommend its passage. :
- A. J. BALL,

Chairman Senate Committee.
S. POWERS,
Chairman House . Committee.

The substitate, being a bill for the better protection of
the archives and files in the (eneral Land Office, was
adopted, and one hundred copies ordered to be printed.

On motion of Mr. Winkler, the chairman of Judiciary
Commitiee No. 2 was granted leave to report:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Your committee to whom was referred House
bill No. 35 and substitute, beg leave to report same back
and recommend the passage of the substitute.

IRELAND, Chaixman.

The substitute, being ““An act to authorize parties in
certain cases to sue in the distriet courts for headright.
certificates and bounty and donation warrants, and to
provide for the issmance of such certificates and war-
rants,” was adopted and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the hill read a
third time and passed.

Further report from the Committee on Public Lands
and Land Office, as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : '

Sir: The joint commitiee of the Senate and House of
Representatives on Public Lands and Land Office, to
whom was referred House bill No. 51, entitled ‘“An act
to amend the first section of an act entitled and act sup-
plemental and in relation to the location, survey and re-
turn of ﬁnuine land certificates, passed April 25,1871, ap-
proved November 29, 1871,” respectfully retport that said
committee have had the subject matter of the said bill
under consideration, and have instructed us to report that
the ends sought to be attained by the bill in question,
are amply and properly provided for in the substitute
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reported by us for House bill No. 24, entitled “*An act
for the better protection of the arvchives and files of the
General Land Office.”” The committee therefore recom-
mend that said bill No. 51 lie upon the table, and that the
joint comittee be dischavged from its farther considera-
tion.
A.d.BALL, .
Chairman Senate Committee.
S. POWERS,
Chairman House Committee.
The report was adopted.
Fuarther report from same conmittee :
flon. M. D. K. Tnylor. Speaker of the House of Repre-
senlatives »
Bir:  The joint committee of the Senate ard House of
. Representatives on Public Lands and Land Office, to
whom was referred Senate joint resolution No. 10, entitled
“A joint resolution requiring Jacob Keuchler, Cornmis-
sioner of General Land Office, to cause to be published-
certain land certificates, found in the office when he took
possession of same,” vespectfully report that said com-
mittee have had the subject matter of said joint resolution
under consideration, and have instructed us to report that
the same be amended as follows: Amend first section by
inserting in sixth line from bottom, aftexr the word
“*elaimg,”” the words, “and all other certificates of a mnis-
ellaneous character, remaining unclaimed in said Land
Miice and not hitherto called for.”” Strike out of first
ection, after the word ““claims,”” in sixth line from bot-
om, all down to the lagt word in line fourth from the bot-
»m ; and that, amended as thus proposed, the commii-
e recommend the passage of said joint resolution.
A. J. BALL,
Chairman Senate Committee.
- S. POWERS,
Chairman House Committee.
The amendments were adopted, the joint resolution read
second time and passed to a third reading. On motion
> Tules were suspended, the joint resolution read a third
1e and passed.
Tarther report from the same committee :
n. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
entatives :
ar: Your Cowmmittee on Public Lands and Land
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Office, to whom was referred House bill No. 265, entitled,
“An act to anthorize the Commissioner of the General
Land Office to issue patents to J. 8. Fairley and others,”
have had the same under consideration, and find. that
said Fairley and others, have settled on a league-of the
school lands of Milaw county, located in the county of
Hood, on the Brazos river, and claim rights as pre-emp-
tors, on the ground that the portion of the leagune settled
on by them is not embraced in the field notesset out in the
survey of the land on the ground itself; but the commit-
tee find that. while this may be the case, yet the said
league was located on the Brazos river as its front, witha
general call for the meanders of the river, and therefore
consider that the general rule of law prevails in this case,
that a call for a nataral object, as the Brazos river must
and does, controls calls for course and distance; and
the commitice therefore wunanimously instruct me to
report the bill back to the House, with the recommenda-
tion that it do not pass.
. N, POWERS, Chajrman.

The report was adopted. ! ‘

Fuarther report from same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the llouse of Repre-
sentatives:

Sir: The Committes on Public Lands and Land Office,
to whom was referred House bill No. 356, entitled “An
act authorizing cancellation of titled lands in conflict, and
issuance of certificates therefor,” have had the same un-
der consideration, and find that in the judgment of the
committee it would be unwise and impolitic to engraft
the provisions of this bill on the land system of this State,
and therefore instruct me ananimously to report the bill
back to the House with the recommendation that it do not
pass. S. POWERS, Chairman.

Report adopted. '

Further report from same comiittee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives ; :

Sir: The Committee ou Public Lands and Land Office,
to whom was referred Houge bill No. 369, entitled ¢ An
act for the relief of the heirs of Thomas A. Culton,” have
had the same under consideration, and have instructed
me to report the said bill back to the House and recom-
mend its passage with the accompanying amendments.

‘ . S. POWERS, Chairman.
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Amend, fivst, by striking out the words ** twelve hundred
and eighty,” in first section, and insert in lien thereof the
words ‘‘ three hundred and twenty.”’

Amend, second, by adding to first section the following
proviso: “‘provided, that the said heirs file with the
Commissioner of the Gieneral Land Office the evidence of
the services and discharge therefrom of the said Culton.”’

The amendments were adopted, the bill read a second
time and ordered engrossed.

On motion the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed by a two-thirds vote.

Further report from the same committee : ‘
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentatives :

Stiz:  The Comunittee on Public Lands and Land Office,
to whom wag referred avesolution of this House, instruct-
ing them to inquire by what authority the Commissioner
of the General Land Office requires settlers to make their
preliminary affidavits before the clerk of the District

Jourt to procure the swurveying of their pre-emption
claims instead'of before the county surveyor, have had
the subject matter of said resolution under consideration,
and have instructed me to report that the Commissioner
of the General Land Office in explanation of said in-
quiry has furnished the accompanying reply, a letter
from the Attorney General, and that we are satisfied that
the exposition of the law contained in the letter of the
Attorney General is correct, and that former law permit-
ting the affidavits in question to be made before sur-
veyors has been repealed. The committee therefore ask
to be discharged from the further consideratton of the

subjeet.
POWERS, Chairman.

The yeport was adopted and the committee discharged
as per request.

Further report from the same committee : ‘
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Sir:  The Committee on Public Lands and Land Office,
to whom was referred Senate bill No. 28, entitled “An
act to regulate the disposal of the public lands of the
state of Texas,”” have had the same under consideration,
wnd find that said bill proposes to change the policy of
he State in regard to the disposal of the public lands to
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actual seftlers, in effect dispensing with the presemt ve-
uirement of three years occupation to entitle the set-
tler to a patent. In this view of the case, the committee
unanimously instruct me to report the bill back to the
House with the recommendation that it do not pass.
POWERS, Chairman.
The report was adopted.

The Committee on Agriculfure and Stock Raising re-
orted as follows: :
on. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Your Commiftee on Agriculture and Stock Rais-
ing, to whom was referred substitute bill No, 93, entitled
“An act to better provide for the protection of agricultu-
ral interests,’”’ have examined the same, and unanimously
recommend its adoption with the following amendment,
to-wit: Ingert in the second section of the bill after the
word ‘“shall,” in second line, the words ¢ open and.”
With this amendment T am instructed to report said sub-
stitute bill back to the House, with the recommendation

that it do pass.
' THURMOND, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.

Further report from same commitiee : _

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Your Committee on Agriculture and Stock Rais-
ing, to whom was referred petition of sundry citizens of
Medina county, having carefully examined the same, find
their prayer fully answered ina bill already reported and
recommended by your commitiee, the same being No.
155, entitled ““An act for the protection of the farming
interest of the State of Texas,”” and therefore instruct me
to report said petition back, asking to be relieved from its

further consideration.

THURMOND, Chairman.
The report was adopted. '
Further report from same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : ‘
Sir: Your Committee on Agriculture and Stock Rais-

ing, to wglom was referred House bill No. 240, to be en-

22 ¥y
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titled ** An act to incorporate the Grayson County Agri-
cultural and Mechanical Association,” having duly
considered its objects, unanimously ‘instruct me to report
the same back and recommend that it do pass.

' : THURMOND, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the hill read a
third time and passed by 2 two-thirds vote.

Further report from same committee:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Smr:  Your Committee on Agriculture and Stock Rais-
ing, to whom was referred House bill No. 167, entitled
¢ An act providing for the organization of enclosed or
open pasture distriets,”” have duly considered the same,
and find its objects fully embodied in bill No. 273, entitled
< An act to provide for the enclosure of commons for the
pasturage of stock,”” and tlierefore instruct me to report
back, asking that they berelieved from its further consid-
eration, ete. A. 8. THURMOND, Chairman.

The report was adopted, and the committee Qdischarged
as j:.per request.

Further report from same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir:  Your Commitiee on Agriculture and Stock Rais-
ing, to whom was veferred a resolution of the House in-
structing them to report at their earliest convenience the

ropriety of giving effect, in all the country west of the
Trinity river, to the various provisions of an act entitled
“ An act to encourage stock raising and for the protection
of stoek raisers,” have duly considered the same, and in-.
struct me to report the same back to the House with the
agsurance that your commifttee hope at an early day, from
the various bills before them, to prepare and report such
a bill as will harmonize every seeming conflict of interest,
and promote the general interest of the stock raisers of
the State. THURMOND, Chairman.

Report adopted.

. Further report from same committee,
on. M. D. K. Tayler, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives: .

Srr: Your Committee on Agriculture and Stock Rais-
ng, to whom was referred hill No. 273, to be entitled ““An
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- act to provide for the enclosure of commons for the pas-
turage of stock,” have had the same under consideration,

and instruct me to report the same back, recommending

that it do pass. THURMOND, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and one hundred copies
ordered printed.

The Committee on Counties and County Boundaries -
reported as follows :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : .

Sir: Your Committee on Counties and County Boun-
daries, to whom was referred House bill No. 152, and the
memorial of the Police Court of Hays county, have had
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to-
report the bill back and recommend that it do pass.

: NELSON, of Committee.

The bill, authorizing the County Court to levy and col-
leet a special tax, was read a second time.

Mr. Hollingsworth moved to amend by inserting the
figures <507 in place of the figures <75’ wherever the
latter occur. Adopted.

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed. '

The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as follows :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Sir: Your Commiftee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined House bill No. 283, “An act to set apart
one-half of the public domain for the support and main-
tenance of public free schools,” and find the same cor-

rectly engrossed.
L. J. STORY, for Committee. -

Further report from same committee:
lon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentatives : :

Sir: Your Committes on Counties and County Boun-
daries, to whom was referred sundry petitions, together
‘with House bill No. 23, have had the same under consid-
evation, and a majority of the committee have instructed
me to report the bill back to this House, with the follow-
 ing amendments, and recommend that it do pass. .

NELSON, for Committee.
Amendments offered hy the committee :
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1. Amend by striking out all after the word **county” in
the tenth line of the first section, to the word ¢ thence”
in the gixteenth line of the same section, and insert,
““thence northwardly in a direct line to a point one mile
due west of the centre of Hallville; thence north in a di-
rect line to the month of Page creek, on Little Cypress
bayou.” :

2. Stirike out ‘“Roanoke,”” wherever it occurs in the
bill, and insert *‘ Gregg.”’

3. And that the fol owing be inserfed as section two of
gaid bill:  ‘“That the citizens of Harrison, Rusk and Up-
shur counties, who may become citizens of the new
county of Gregg, by reason of the organization of said
county of Gregg, shall not be released from any railroad
debts or subsidies that may exist, and for which said citi-
zens are now liable, but that they shall.be bound and
liable for their pro rafa share of said debts or subsidies,
to all intents and purposes, as though they had remained -
a,;,ltached to the sald counties of Harrison, Rusk and Up-
shur.”’

The amendments were adopted and the bill read a sec-
ond time. \

The following minority report was submitted :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repie-
sentatives :

Sir: The andersigned, a minorvity of the Committee
on Counties and County Boundaries, beg leave to submit
the following as reasons for not concurring in the report
of the majority of the committee recommending a new

- county to be formed of portions of Upshur, Harrison and
Rusk counties, to be called Gregg, with Longview as the
county site : Believing it a duty we owe to our constitu-
ents to represent their Interests here, and there being large
petitions and strong remonstrances from citizens of Rusk
and Harrison counties—not only from citizens of these
counfies generally, but from many of their citizens in-
cluded in the portions proposed to be cut off into the new
county—we believe it our duty to protest against the same.

'FHOS. G. ALLISON.
P. R. SCOTT.

- On motion of Mzr. Story, the business before the House
was suspended, and Senate bill No. 133, supplemental to
an act entitled ‘‘An act to incorporate the Western Nar-
row Gaunge Railway.” was taken up. read and passed to
a second reading. ' '
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On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
second time and passed to a third reading.

On motion, the rules were further suspended, the bill
read a third time and passed by a two-thirds vote.

On motion, Mr. Van Zandt was excused for twelve days.

On motion of Mr. Bewley, the house adjourned nuntil 9
A. M. to-morrow.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, )

AvstiN, TExas, March 12, 1873.

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quornm present. :

The reading of the journal was dispensed with.

Invitations to the House, to be present at an examina-
tion of the pupils of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum on
Wednesday night, and also to be present at the laying
of the corner stone of the new Presbyterian Church, on
the fifteenth instant, were read from the clerk’s desk. .

By special leave the Committee on Town and City Cor-
porations reported as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sir: The Committee on Town and City Corporations,
to whom was referred House bill No. 299, to reincorporate
the town of Liberty, in Liberty county, after a care-
ful examination of the same, direct me to report the same
back to the House and recommend that the same do pass.
' W. D. WOOD, Chairman.

- The bill was read, by caption, a second time and or-
dered engrossed. .

On motion the rules were suspended, the hill read a
third time and passed by a two-thirds vote. :

By special leave a second report from the same com-
mittee was submitted : '
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre

sentatives :

Sik: Your Committee on Town and City Corporations,
to whom was referred Senate bill No. 17, “‘An act to in-
corporate Rusk Masonic Institute, located at Rusk,
Cherokee county, Texas,”” have considered the same, and
recommend that the same pass. All of which is respect-
fully sunbmitted. WOOD, Chairman.
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The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.
On motion the rules were suspended, the bill read a third
time and passed by a two-thirds vote. )

By special leave. a third report was submitted from the
same committee : ‘

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Howse of Repre-
sentatives : i .
Sir: Your Committee on Town and City Corporations,

to whom was referred ‘“‘An act to incorporate the town of

Quitman, in Wood county,” have examined the same,
and instruct me to report the same back to the House, and
recommend that the same do pass.

WOOD, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.
On motion the rules were suspended, the bill read a third
time and passed by a two-thirds vote. )

By leave Mr. Prendergast offered the following resolu-
tion : ,

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Instruc- -
tion be, and he is hereby required to furnish to thix
House, within the next ten days, a full and complete
statement of the amount of money collected in each
county in this State, respectively, to ¢ provide the neces-
sary school houses in each district, and insure the educa-
tion of all the scholastic inhabitants of the several dis-
tricts,”” over and above the tax allowed by the eighth sec-
tion of the tax law of April 22, 1871, or in other words, a
full and complete statement of the amount collected of
what is commonly known as.the one per cent. school
house tax, showing in such statement, in detail, the dis-
position made of such funds, and specifying particularly
when, to whom, by whom and for what service paid out.

Adopted. i

By leave, Mr. Mills called up House bill No. 374, ““An
act amendatory of an act to re-incorporate the city of Na-

“vasota,” on its third reading.

The bill was read a third time and passed.

. On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas, the bill incorpora-
ting the Dallas and Wichita Railway Company was taken
from the table and referred to the 5ommit-tee on Internal
Improvements. '

n motion of Mr. Harrison, Senate joint resolution No.

22, authorizing the Governor to adjust the matter of the

hypothecation of certain honds with Williams & Guion.
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in the city of New York, was taken up, rcad and passed
to a second reading. . )

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
second time and passed to a third reading.

On motion, the rules were further suspended, the bill
read a third time and passed. 3

By special leave, the Committee on Town and City
Corporations reported as follows: .

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Siz: Your Committee on Town and City Corpora-
tions, to whom was referred Hounse bill No. 169, have
considered the same, and instruct me to report the same
back to the House, with the recommendation that it do

pass.
WOOD, Chairman.

The bill, being an act incorporating.the town of Willis,
in Montgomery county, Texas, was read a second time
and ordered engrossed. .

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill vead a
third time, and passed by a two-thirds vote.

By special leave, Mr. Trolinger introduced a bill to au-
thorize James P. Dumas, and such other persons as he
may associate with him, and their successors, to construet,
own and keep a toll bridge on, over and across Choctaw
Bayou, in Grayson county, Texas. Referred to the Com-
mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries.

By leave, Mr. Morris introduced a bill authorizing the
Comptroller of Public Accounts to employ additional
clerks. Read and referred to the Committee on Comp-
troller’s and Treasurer's Offices.

On motion of Mr. Killough, Senate bill No. 130, “An
act to incorporate the Excelsior College, in Bastrop
county,” was taken up, read, and passed to a secon%l
reading. '

On motion, thé rules were suspended, the bill read a
second time and passed to a third reading.

On motion, the rules were further suspended, the bill
read a third time and passed. : '

Myr. Mills moved to take up all Senate bills on first
reading. Lost. ‘ :

On motion of Mr. Killough, Senate bill No. 63, “An
act to prohibit the sale of intoxicating or spirituous
liguors in the vicinity of Red Rock. “in the county of
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Bastrop,”’ was then taken up, read, and passed to a sec-
ond reading. i .

By leave, Mr. Bewley offered the followmglresolutlon_ :

Resolved, That in order to expedite the business of this
House and prevent confusion, no more bills, resolutions
or other papers be presented out of their regular order,
and that this resolution remain inforce until rescinded by
a majority of nine-tenths of this House.

Read and laid over under the rules.

The Committee on Enrolled Bills reported as follows :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Str: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have exam-

“ined the following bills: No. 811, “An act to make legal

and valid an election for mayor, aldermen and constable
of the town of La Grange;’ also, No. 872, ‘“An act to
amend an act amendatory of and supplementary to an
act to incorporate the city of Dallas, approved April 20,
1871,” and find them correctly enrolled, and have this day
presented the same to the Governor for his signature, at

11 o’clock A. M.
W. A. SHAW, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Mills, the rules were suspended ten
minutes to allow the introduction of bills and resolutions.

Mr. Nelson introduced a bill to incorporate the South
Sulphur Bridge and Turnpike Company. Read by cap-
t];ion and referred to the Commitiee on Roads, Bridges and
Yerries,

Mr. Cunningham presented a bill to incorporate the
town of Ladonia, in Fannin county. Read by caption
mtl_d referred to the Committee on Town and City Corpor-
ations.

Mr. Rimes presented a bill to repeal *° An act to legalize
an ordinance adopted by the convention of the twelft% day
of December, 1868, authorizing a special tax to be levied
for the Waco Tap Railroad in Falls and MecLennan
counties,” a.pgrove June 18, 1870. Read and referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 2. '

Mr. Kemble introduced a bill to incorporate the Beau-
mont, Corsicana and Fort Worth Railway Company.
Rea(z.s and referred to the Committee on Internal Improve-
ments,

Mr. Hester introduced a bill entitled ‘‘ An aet to.aun-
thorize the Counfy Court of Lavaca county to levy a
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special tax for the purpose of building & cowrt house, and
appropriating money for that ]i\}n'pose.” Read and ve-
ferred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Mr. Gallaway offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Judiciary Committee No. 1 be and it is
hereby directed to take into consideration the propriety
of passing ‘“ An act to secure to married women and
minor children the proceeds derived from life assurance
policies on the lives of husbands and fathers, free from
administration and the debt of the assared,”’ and to re-

- port by bill or otherwise at its earliest convenience.

Mr. Wood introduced a bill entitled ‘‘ An act concern-
ing the receiving, shipment and transportation of freight
by common carriersin this State.” Read and veferred to
Judiciary Cominittee No. 2.

Mr. Prendergast introduced a bill to be entitled “ An
act to validate a certain land certificate therein named.”’
Read and referred to the Committee on Private Land
(laims.

Mr. Gillette introduced a Dbill entitled ‘“ An act to in-
corporate the Public Building Company of Hill county.”
Read and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Gillette presented a second bill, entitled ‘“ Anact to

: %erma-nently locate the county seat of Hill county.”

ead and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr, Gillette presented a third bill, entitled “ An act to
repeal an act entitled an act authorizing the Governor to
order an election to he beld in Hill county for the perma-
nent location of their county seat, approved August 12,
1870.> Read and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Gaston presented a bill, to be entitled ‘“ An act to
change the name Lelia Jane Price.” Read and referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mzr. Gaston presented a second bill to be entitled *“ An
act to prevent the gift or sale of intoxicating liquors
within two miles of Garden Valley Seminary in Smith
county, Texas.” Read and referred to the Committee on
Education. .

Mr. Gaston presented a third bill, to be entitled ““An act
to incorporate the Garden Valley Seminary, in Smith
county, Texas.”” Read and referred to the Committee on
Education.

Mr. Hollingsworth presented a bill to be entitled ‘“An
act providing for the establishment of the Texas Military
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Institute and State Normal Academy.”” Read and re-
ferred to the Committee on Education. ’

Mr. Brown of Dallag presented a bill to be entitled “An
act for the relief of Thomas F. and Auna G. McKinney."”

- Read and referred to the Committee on Public Debt.

Mr. Brown of Dallas presented a second bill, to be en-
titled ““An act amendatory of and supplemental to an act
concerning private corporations, approved December 2,
1871.” Read and referred to the Committee on Town
and City Corporations.

Mr. Anderson of McLennan presented a bill granting
H. M. Matthis, principal, and Col. L. D. DeLyon, Miss
Mollie E. B. Beaver, Miss Fannie Bradford and Miss
Nannie Hughes, assistant teachers of the Dangerfield
High School, Dangerfield, Titns connty, Texas, the privi-
lege of granting diplomas to students who complete the
course of study established by the principal and faculty
of the institution. Referred to the Committee on Educa-
tion. ’

Myr. Anderson of MecLennan presented a second bill,
supﬂementar to an act_entitled “An act in relation to
the Missouri, Kansag and Texas Railway Company, late
Union Pacific Railway Company, southern branch,”
assed August 2, 1870, Reac{) and referred to Judiciary
ommittee No. 2. :

Mr. Tilson introduced a bill to regulate and control
Fire, Marine, Inland and Life Insurance Companies in the
Sibatlg.r of Texas. Read and referred to Judiciary Commit-
tee No. 1.

Mr. Treland presented bill to provide for the registration
:c&;f b‘i)rths. Read and referved to Judiciary Committee

0. 2. :

Mr. Watts introduced a bill to be entitled “An act to
amend an act entitled an act to establish a code of crimi-
nal procedure for the State of Texas, approved Aungust
‘f\?, 1856.° Read and referred to Judiciary Committee
No. 2.

On motion of Mr. Payne, Mr. Armstrong was added to
the Committee on Finance,

Mr. Ghent presented ‘“An act to ifcorporate the Milam
Real Estate and Emigration Association.”” Read and re-
ferred to the Commitfee on Town and City Corporations.””

Mr. Tivy presented a bill to be entitled *‘ An act for the
relief of the heirs of John Short, deceased.” Read and
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims.
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My, Storey presented a bill to be entitled “An act for
the relief of Thomas Williams.”” Read and referred to
the Committee on Private Land Claims.

Mr. Salter presented a bill to be entitled “An act to
amend an act approved August 13, 1870, incorporating
the town of Bremond, approved December 1, 1871.”
Read and referred to the Committee on Town and City
Corporations.

‘Mzr. Kleberg presented a bill to be entitled “An act to
Erovide for the payment of damages done by dogs.”

ead and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Rosborough presented a bill to be entitled “An

- act to incorporate the Central Texas Agricultural and
Mechanical Fair Association.”” Read and referred to the
Commiftee on Agriculture and Stock Raising.

Mr, Westfall presented a bill to be entitled ‘An act for
the encouragement of irrigation.”” Read and referred to
the Commitgee on Agriculture and Stock Raising.

Mr. Doyle introduced a bill to be entitled ‘“‘An act to
change the names of certain persons therein named.”
Read and veferredfto the Committee on State Affairs.

Mr. Joseph introduced a bill to be entitled ‘“An act to
amend an act to incorporate the Magnolia Grove Asso-
ciation, approved June 20, 1870.” “Read and referred
to the Committee on Town and City Corporations.

Mr. Ireland presented a bill to be entitled “An act
authorizing the Commissioner of the General Land Office
to issue land. certificates to E. B. Thomas.”” Read and re-
ferred to Committee on Private Land Claims.

Mr. Sayers offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Judiciary Committee No. 2 be re-
quested to inquire into the propriety of allowing in-
surance companies of all the States to be sued in Texas,
and in any county where there is an agent of the com-
pany, and that service on them shall be sufficient, and
report by bill or otherwise. '

Adopted. .

Mzr. Berends offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Committeee on Finance be and ave
hereby re((]{nested to inquire into and consider the expe-
diency and necessity to amend ¢ An act fo give effeci to
the several provisions of the Constitution concerning
:axe._st,” approved April 22. 1871, in the following way,
0-wit ;
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Section six, lines cleven and twelve, after the words
*used for profit,” instead of **two hundred dollars™ in-
sert ‘“fifty dollars.” .

Lines thirteen and fourteen, after the words ‘ used for
profit,”’ instead of ““one hundred dollars’’ insert ** seven-
ty-five dollars.”

" Line sixty-four, after the words ‘““less than $25,000,”
add ““‘and more than $12,000.”

Line six, instead of the words ‘‘in quantities less than
a quart,”’ insert by the drink.”

ine six, after the words ‘‘one hundred and fifty dol-
larg,”” and before the word ‘‘provided,” insert for
selling wine or heer by the bottle or beer by the glass,
fifty dollars.”

ine thirty-six (hotels), after the words ¢“inhabitants or
more,”’ add ‘‘of the first class, one hundred dollars; of
the second class, fifty dollars; of the third class,” twenty-
five dollars. A first class hotel is such which keeps twenty
or more rooms for the accommodation of travelers; a
second class hotel is such which keeps less than twent
and more than ten rooms; a third class hotel is suc
which keeps less than ten rooms.” '

Line forty-nine, after the words ‘ five dollars,”’ add
*“for every feed stable, five dollars.”

Line seventy-seven, after the words ‘‘five thousand in
]{0}mla,ti0n,” strike out the words ‘¢ two hundred and fifty
dollars,” and insert ““if of first class, an annual tax of three
hundred dollars ; if of second class, two hundred dollars; if
of third class, one hundred and fifty dollars. Such per-
sons or firms whose average annual deposits are more
than $200,000 shall be considered of first class, and whose
average annual deposits are less than $200,000 and more
than §100,000 shall be of second class, and such whose
average annual deposits arve less than $100,000 shall be of
third class.”

Line ninety, after the word *exists,” add ¢ from every
intelligence office, an annual tax of ten dollars; from
every transportation or supply contractor or firm, an an-
nual tax of fifty dollars ; from every building contractor,
an annual tax of fifty dollars.”

Section ten, in lines two, three and four, strike out the
words ¢ except the county occupation tax, which shall be
collected b{ ’gle county treasurer.”

Section thirty, line seven, after the words “State tax,
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(if not already repealed by an act supplemental to an act
approved November 29, 1871),” add  provided, that the
justices of the peace or their deputies, when assessing
such taxes, shall not be allowed to charge any separate
fee for administering the oath prescribed.”

The House proceeded to the unfinished business of yes-
terday, being the consideration of an actto create and
provide for the organization of the county of Gregg, the
question being on the motion of Mr. Moiris to postpone
indefinitely.

After discussion, Mr. Brown moved the previous ques-
tion, which being seconded, was put and carried, and the
bill ordered engrossed. ‘

A message from the Senate announced the passage by
that body of Senate bill No. 132, an act confirming the
outstanding debt of the State of Texas, and providing
for the settlement and payment of the same, ag a. sub-
stitute for House bill No. 181, “ An aet for the sale of
%tate bonds to meet the liabilities due from the State of
Texas.”

The following message from His Excellency the Gov-

-ernor was read :
Expeurivi OFFICE, ]
Srane or Texas, Avsrin, March 12, 1873. (
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the State of Texas : :

Sir: I have the honor to retarn tu your House, where
it originated, the act entitled ‘““An act to legalize and
malke valid the recent election in Wilson county.”’” and
ask that the same be reconsidered.

I ask the attention of the House fo the provision of the

~Coustitation contained in Article III, Section VI, “All
elections for State, district and county officers shall be
held at the county seats of the several connties.”’

It was made known to the satisfaction of the boardof
returning officers that the eclection proposed to be vali-
dated by this act, was not held at the county seatof
Wilson county, but at another place outside of the limits
of the county seat.

If that election was legal, the courts, and onlythe
courts, have the power and are the proper authority soto
declare ; but if it was not legal, it is obvious that no sub-
sequent act of the Legislature can make it so.

This act. then, proposes to compel the Secretary of
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State and Governor to revise the action which, as they
understood the Constitution, they felt bound to take re-
garding that election.

"I will state that in order, as far as ossible, to carry
out the wishes of the people as expressed in the attempted
election in Wilson county, the officers returned as having
received the highest number of votes were apgointed an
commissioned by me to their respective positions before
the repeal of the act of June 28, 1870, commonly called
the ‘“enabling act.”’. '

Perhaps the Legislature might, by such an act as this,
ordain that the term of office of those so appointed shall
continue for,the full period allowed by the Constitution
and laws to such officers.

Very l'esEectfu]g_b ,
(Signed) . DMU J. DAVIS, Governor.

On motion of Mr. Denton, the message was read, and
the bill being put on its passage, the vote stood as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allen, Allison, An-
derson of Montgomery, Anderson of McLennan, Aym-
strong, Berends, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus,
Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Carrol, Chambers,
Cum]inghzun, Davenport, Day, Denton, Doyle, Eastland,
Ellett, Ford, Gallaway, é‘raston, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin,
Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ire-
land, ose¥11, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, iane, Leyen-
decker, Mabry, Manning, Mc¢Donald, Mills, Michael,
Morris, Moore, Nelson, i\Toeggemth, Payne, Phelps,
Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roberts,
Rosborough, Russell, Salter, Sayers, Scott, Shaw, Shel-
ton, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Storey, Thuzr-
mond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Veale, Venters,
Watts, Westfall, Williams, Winkler and Wood—79.

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Moore, Washington and Wil-
dor—4.

Whereupon the bill having received a four-fifths ma-
jority, was declarved to have passed over the veto of the
(xovernor. -

The following message was received from His Excel-
lency the Governor: . : :

Bxrcurive Orrick, Auvstiy, March 10, 1873.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
of the State of Texas :

GEXTLEMEN: T have the honor to inform you that the
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following named acts and resolutions have been received
by me and approved, to-wit: .

Senate bill No. 9, An act making an appropriation for
the mileage and per diem pay of the members, and the
per diem pay of the officers and employés of the Thir- .
teenth Legislature, approved January 27, 1873.

House bill No. 18, An act to amend the first section of
article two of title two, of an act to incorporate the city
of Galveston, and to grant a new charter to said city, and
to repeal all acts heretofore passed incorporating said
city, which may be in force by virtue of any existing
charter, approved May 16, 1871, approved January 30,
1873, :

. House bill No. 71, An act to be entitled an act to
authorize the Comptroller of Public Accounts to receive
from the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States
the balance remaining of the fund appropriated by the
acts of September the ninth, 1850, and February the
twenty-eighth, 1855, for the payment of the creditors of
the late Republic of Texas, approved January 30, 1873.

House bill No. 44, An act to incorporate the city of
Brenham, and to grant a new charter to said city, ap-
proved February 4, 1873.

Senate bill No. 23, An act to amend an act entitled
an aet to incorporate the city of Tyler, and to provide for
the administration of its municipal affairs, approved
April 26, 1871, approved February 7, 1873. -

[ouse bill No. 59, An act to amend an act entitled an
act to reincorporate the city of Navasota, Grimes county,
and to grant a new charter to said city, and to repeal an
act approved October 27, 1866, incorporating the city of
Navasota, approved February 8, 1873.

Senate bill No. 40, An act to renew and continue in
force an act entitled an act to charter the Nacogdoches
University, approved February 3, 1845, approved Feb-
ruary 11, 1873.

House bill No. 198, An act.requiring the next term. of
the District Court of Trinity county to he held at the
town of Trinity, approved February 13, 1873.

House bill No. 186, An act to incorporate the town of
Graingville, in Cooke county, approve Februar{ 17, 1873.

House bill No. 106, An act to provide for the public
printing, ¢ P roved February 17, 1873.

House bill No. 22, An act to incorporate the city of
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Fort Worth, in the county of Tarrant, approved Feb-
ruary 17. 1878, .
House bill No. 187, An act to amend section (7) seven
of an act entitled an act prescribing the times of holding
the District Courts in the several judicial distriets in the
State, approved August 10, 1870, approved February 17,
1873..

Senate joint resolution No. 5, Joint resolution to 1e-
uire the payment of Treasury warrants. without regard
to date or number, approved February 19, 1873.

House bill No. 231, An act to authorize the county of
Marion to issue interest bearing bonds for the building of
a court house and jail in said county, approved Febru-
.ar{{%, 1873.

House bill No. 194, An act to incorporate the town of |
Pine Hill, in Rusk county, approved Febroary 22, 1873,
. Senate bill No. 37, An act to create the county of
Rockwall, approved March 1, 1873.

House bill No. 8, An act to incorporate the city of Sul-
phur Springs, in the county of Hopking, approved March
4, 1873,

Senate joint resolution No. 17, Joint resolution in-
structing and requesting our Congressional delegation to
nrge upon Congress the survey and construction of a ship
canal across the peninsula of Florida, approved March 4,
1873.

Senate bill No. 69, An act to expedite the decision of
criminal cases by the Supreme Court, approved March 4,
1873. '

Senate joint vesolution No. 18, Joint resolution author-
izing the Governor to offer a reward of $5000 for the ap-

rehengion and convietion of the murderer of the Hon.
ouis Frankee, and making an appropriation therefor,
approved March 4, 1873.

Touse bill No. 112, Au act to amend an act prescribing
the times of holding the District Courts;in the several ju-
dicial districts in the State, approved Amngust 10, 1870,
approved October 18, 1871, approved March 4, 1873.

Touse bill No. 101, An act granting a charter to Hugh
P. Clark, to create and keep and run a ferry boat at or
near the northeast corner of the Hugh Neal survey, on
Sabine river, in Van Zandt county, approved March 6,
1873.

House bill No. 201, An act to amend and consoclidate
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the several acts incorporating the town of Gowsales, ap-
proved March 6, 1873. ' -

House bill No. 282, An act to aathorize the levy and
collection of a speeial tax in Gonzales connty, approved
March 6, 1873.

House bill No. 235, An act to incoaporate the city of
Denison, a? proved March 7, 1873.

House bill No. 157, An act amendatory of and supple-
mentary to an act to incorporate the city of Dallas, ap-
proved April 20, 1871, approved March 8, 1873.

House bill No. 85, An act directing the publication of
the expenditures, assets and indebtedness of the several
counties, ag)lproved Maxch 8, 1873.

House bill No. 77, An act to establish the county seab
of Kinney county, approved March 8, 1873.

The following bills not having been’ returned by me to
the House in which they originated, within the time pre-
cribed by the Constitution, have become laws without my
approval : ,

An act to repeal an act entitled an act to provide for the
appointment by the Governor of certain officers to fill va-
canecies, approved June 28, 1870.

Joint resolution authorizing the Comptrolley and Treas-
urer each to employ two additional clerks.

Verires ectfully,
SDMUND J. DAVIS, Governor.

On motion of Mr. Mills, the special committee on the
bill for payment of feachers of public- free schools was

ranted leave to report, upon which they submitted the
ollowing:
Hon. M. D. I. Taglor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : ‘

S1r: Your special committee, to whom was referred
House bill No. 340, entitled “An act making an appro-
priation for the payment of the teachers of the public free -
schools of this State,”” have carefully considered the same
and report the same back to the Houge, with the recom-
mendation that the same do pass, with the accompanying
amendments. WOOD, Chairman.

The lines here referred to are those in the printed bill :

1. Amend caption as follows: “An_ act to ascertain
the amounts due the teachers of the public free schools
of this State, prior to the first day of March, A. D. 1873,
and to pxg-ovide for the payment of the same.”

3 11T
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2. In the second line of section one, strike out ¢ five’

and insert ‘‘fonr.”” In same section strike out all after
the word ‘“‘approved” in the eighth line, and insert in-
stead thereof *‘ns hereinafter prescribed.”
"~ 3. After the word ‘‘instruction,” in section second,
line four, insert, ‘‘whose duty it shall be to furnish such
list in ten days after the passage of this act.” In same
section, fifth line, strike out ‘°$500,000,” and insert
©$400,000. Same seetion, strike out all after the word
w¢ Comlptroller,’ ” in the twelfth line.

4. In third section, strike out all in sixth line after the
figures ‘1873, and all of the seventh line. Also in same
section dtrike out all after the word ‘‘teacher,” in the
tenth line, and insert, ‘‘specifying the month of service,
which shall be paid by the Treasurer according to senior-
ity of service; provided, warrants may be paid at any
time if sufficient funds be reserved to pay warrants for
prior service.”

b, Strike out section four, and insert in lieu thereof :
Sec. 4. That the teacher of any public free school in
this State to whom money may be due for such service
rendered prior to the first day of March, A.D. 1873, shall
make out his account, showing the number of days and
the average number of children taught in each month,
which account shall be verified by the affidavit of such
teacher, and the aflidavit of at least two respectable pat-
rons of the school, to the correctness of such account;
and the teacher shall further swear that he has not been
paid for the service claimed, or any part thereof, except
as may be shown by said account; and the officer be-
fore whom such affidavits are made shall certify to the
credibility of such parties, and append his official seal
thereto ; and any person swearing falsely concerning any
matter or fact required by this section shall be deemed
guilty of perjury, and npon conviction shall be confined
in the penitentiary for a period of two years. Upon the
presentation of the account verified as required in the
preceding part of this section to the Comptroller, he shall
audit the same and draw his warrant on the Treasurer in
favor of the teacher for such amount as shall be due for
such service under the law and regulations governing the
pa,()yment of teachers. )

. Strike out section five and insert instead thereof :

~

Sec. 5. That it shall be the duty of the Superinten-
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dent of Public Instruction immediately aftey the passage
of this act, to furnish the Comptroller with a tabulasr
statement showing all payments to teachers made without
warrants previously issued therefor by the Comptroller,
specifying the amounts, for what services and the person
~ to whom paid; and itis also hereby made the duty of

the treasurers of all county school boards who may have
had in their hands any school fund to immediately for-
ward to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and
also tothe Comptroller of Public Accounts, a statement of
‘the amount of school funds received by them, showing all
ga,yments made by them to teachers, with the amounts,

ate of payment, the persons to whom paid, and for what
service, which statement shall be verified by the affidavit -
of the party making it before the clerk of the District
Court.. It is hereby further made the duty of the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction immediately on the pas-
sage of this act to notify the treasurers of the several
school boards in the State of the requirements of this sec-
tion’; and should any party whose duty it is to furnish
the statement required by this section fail to do so as
herein provided, he shall be deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor, and upon conviction shall be fined not less than
fifty and not more than one thousand dollars.

The amendments were adopted, and the bill ordered
engrossed.,

On motion the rules were saspended, the bill read a
third time and pasgsed by the following vote.

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allen,
Allison, Anderson 0¥ Montgomery, Anderson of McLen-
nan, Armstrong, Berends, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus,
Brown of Dallas, Brown of Upshur, Carroll, Chambers,
Cunningham, Davenport, Day, Denton, Doyle, Eastland,
Elett, 1301'(1, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin,
Green, Harrison, Hester, Hofftman, Hollingsworth, Ire:
land, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Ley-
endecker, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Michael, Mills,
Moore, Morrig, Nelson, T\I‘oeggemth, Payne, Phelps.
Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roberts
Rosborough, Russell, Salter, Scott, Shaw, Shelion.
Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Storey, Thur
mond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Venters, Washing
ton, Watts. Westfall, Wilder, Williams, Winkler anc
Wood—80. ‘

Nays—none,
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On motion of Mrv.-Brown of Dallas, the Senate bill sup-
plemental to an *‘ Act amendatory of and supplemental to
an ac¢t to incorporate the Sabine and Galveston Bay Rail-
road and Lumber Company, passed September 1, 1856,
passed December 24, 1859, which act changed the name
of said company to The Texas and.New Orleans Rail-
road Company,”’ was taken up.
~ The House refused to vecede from its amendments
thereto, and the Speaker appointed Messrs. Brown of
Dallag, Bewley and Armstrong a committee of free confer-
ence to meet a likefcommitiee appointed by the Senate.
Mr. Nelson moved to sugpend the rules and take up the
bill creating the county of Gregg.
House refused to suspend. :
Mr. Storey moved to make House bill No. 55, to protect
the farming intevests of the State, the special order for 10
o'clock A. M. to-morrow. Lost. ;
On motion, the House then adjourned until 9:30 o’ clock.
A. M. to-morrow.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ¢
Avstiy, Texas, Mareh 13, 1873.

House meb pursuant to adjourmment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quorum pregent.

Absent—Mr. Michael.

On motion the reading of the journal of yesterday was
suspended.

n motion of Mr. Broaddus, Senate bill No. 142, “An
act validating an election held in Brazos county,” was
taken up, read first time and passed to a second reading.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a sec-
ond time, and on motion referred to Judiciary Committee
No. 1. .

On motion, Mr. Scott was excused for fourteen days,
and the leave of absence of Mr. Bledsoe extended until”
Monday next.

Mr. Bewley ofiered a petition for a new county to be
formed of parts of San Augustine and Nacogdoches coun-
" ties. Referred to Committee on Counties and County
Boundaries.

Mr. Payne offered a petition of citizens of Goliad county
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in relation to a fence law. Referred to Oommittee*bﬁ
Agriculture and Stock Raising. :

r. Gaston offered apetition of citizens of Smith county;
asking relief for certain persons therein named. Referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Story offered a petition of two hundred and thirty-
one citizens of Caldwell county, asking the passage of
what is known as the Ohio liguor law. Referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 2. :

Mr. Carroll offered a petition of citizens of Davilla,
Milam county, praying for the prohibition of the sale of
liguor within six miles of Davilla Institute, in Milam
county. Referred to Committee on Education.

My. Winkler offered a letter of L. H. Durham of Na-
varro county, velating to the encouragement of fruit
growing. Referred to Committee on State Affairs.

Mr. Kemble offered a petition ot citizens of Elliscounty.
Referred to Committee on State Affairs. '

Mzr. Smith of Colorado offered a petition relative to the
discovery of J. G. G. Garrett concerning the destruction
of the eotton worm. Referred to Committee on Agricul-
ture and Stock Raising. '

Mzx. Salter offered a petition from the citizens of Bre-
mond. Referred to Committee on Town and City Corpo-
rations. ) '

Mr. Ireland offered a memorial. Referred to Commit-
tee on Finance.

Mr. Anderson of McLennan offered a petition relative
to the levgin of a sEec-ié,l tax in McLennan county. Re-
ferred to uﬁcia,ry Committee No. 2. -

On mbtion of Mr. Tom, the following report from the
Committee on Counties and County Boundaries was
taken up: :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentalives : :

Sir: Your committee to whom was referred the peti-
tion of citizens of Medina and Bexar counties, asking for
the extension of the boundary line of Medina county,
together with House bill No. 314, beg leave to report that
they have had the same under consiéfera.tion, and instruct
me to offer the accompanying substitute, and recommend

its passage.
TROLINGER, Chairman.
The bill, being an act to enlarge the county of Medina,
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was read, and a substitute of same caption submitted by
the committee read and adopted. The bill wag then or-
dered engrossed. .

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill consid-
ered engrossed, read a third time and passed.

On motion, Mr. Gallaway was excused for two weeks.

A message from the Senate announced the passage by
that body of Senate bill No. 145, “An act to amend an
act entitled an act for the velief of the Eastern Texas
Railroad Company, passed the twentieth day of March,
A.D. 1871 .

Mr. Morris moved to take up the bill jost veceived from
the Senate. House refused.

The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as follows :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives ;- '

Sik: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have thor-
vughly examined the following House bills:

No. 829, a bill to be entitled :‘An act prohibiting the
sale or disposal of intoxicating liquors within five miles
of the academy in the town o Oh%ton, Bosque county.”

No. 152, a bill authorizing the County Court of Hays
county to levy and collect a special tax.

No. 93, a bill entitled ‘“An act to better provide for the
protection of agricultural interests.” :

No. 830, a bill entitled “An act prohibiting the sale of
intoxicating liquors within two wmiles of Valley Mills
Academy, in Bosque county.”

No. 240, a bill to be entitled “An act to incorporate
the Grayson County Agricultural and Mechanical Asso-
ciation.”

No. 878, a bill to be entitled “An act to prohibit the
sale of all intoxicating liquors within three miles of Fair-
view Academy, Williamson couinty.”’

No. 877, a {)ill to be entitled “An act to prohibit the
sale of all intoxicating liguors within three miles of Bluff-
ton school, in Llano county.”

No. 275, a bill to be entitled ‘“An act supplemental to
and amendatory of an act entitled an act to incorporate
the Odd Fellows' Hall and Building Association, of
Bryan, Texas, approved December 1, 1871."

No. 142, “Awn aet to enlarge the area of Menard
county.” ,

No. 174, *‘An act to mmend and ~upplemental to an act
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to provide for the incorporation of towns and cities, ap-
proved January 27, 1858.” -

No. 196, “An act to amend ;an act entitled an act to
incorporate the city of Calvert, in Robertson county,
approved April 12, 1871.”

0. 238, ““An act to anthorize the levy of writs of ex-
ecutive attachment and sequestration on neat cattle as
they run in the range.”

0. 244, ““ An act to authorize the County Court of
Kinney county to levy and collect a special tax for the
term of six years to build a comrt house and jail at the
county seat of said county.” '

No. 35, A bill to be entitled ‘““An act to authorize par-
ties in certain cases to sue in the District Courts for head-
right certificates and bounty and donation warrants, and
to pro)vi(le for the issnance of such certificates and war-
rants.”

No. 361, a bill to prevent the sale or disposal of spirit-
" uous ligunors within three miles of Leesburg in Gonzales

county.

No. 360, joint resolution concerning the summoning of
male witnesses before the several commitiees of the two
houses of the Legislature. ’

No. 337, “An act for the relief of the Hon. Nat. M.
Burford.”

No. 264, ““An act to authorize the Police Court of El-
lis county to levy and collect a special tax for the pur-
pose of building a jail.™

No. 287, ‘“An act anthorizing the County Court of Bos-
que county to levy a tax for the purpose of building a
court house and jail.” '

No. 267, “An act to amend Axticles 412 and 418 of the
Penal Code, as amended by act passed May 11, 1871.”

No. 250, A bill to be entitled ““ An act to authorize
Thomas M. Cain and W. J. Ayec to construct a toll
bridge across Sabine river.”"

No. 227, ¢ An act for the velief of assessorsand justices
of tl}e peace in certain cages, for taking scholastic cen-
gug.”’

No. 274, A bill to be entitled “* An act to amend an aci
entitled an act to reorganize the town of Bryan, in Brazos
(}:gunty, Texas, and incorporate said town as the city o

ryan.’’

No. 348, A bill to be entitled “* An act to prohibit the
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sale of intoxicating liquors within certain limits of Jones-
borough School, in Coryell county.”’

No. 249, A bill to be entitled ‘“An act to change the
names of certain persons herein named.’’

No. 237, ** An act to anthorize the Goovernor to appoint
a registrar and boards of appeal and revision in certain
anorganized counties therein named.”

No. 876, <“ A bill making an appropriation to pay the
orinting aecount of Richardson, Belo & Co., for the

omptroller’s office.”

No. 339, A bill fo be entitled ‘ An act to authorize the
comnty of Dallas to issue bonds.”

And find the same correctly engrossed.

BOOTY, Chairman.

My, Green moved to take up the bill creating the
county of Hempstead. Carried. '

The following report from the Committee on Counties
and County Boundaries relative thereto was read. .
Hon, M. D. K. Toylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

senlatices :

Sir: Your Committee on Counties and County Boun-
daries, to whom was recommitted petitions from citi-
zens of Grimes, Harris and Austin counties, praying for
the creation of a new county, together with protests from
citizens of said counties, and House Bill No. —, beg
leave to report that they have had the same under con-
sideration, and a majority of the committee instruct me to
return the same, und recommend the striking out of the
amendment in relation to Grimes county, and the passage

- of the original bill.
TROLINGER, Chairman.

The recominendation of the committee striking out the
amendment referred to was adopted by the following
vote: :

Yeas—>Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Anderson of
Montgomery, Anderson of McLennan, Bewley, Booty.
Brown of ].})’allas, Brown of Upshur, Carroll, Cunning-
ham; Davenport, Denton, Eastland, Ellett, Gaston, Gil-
lette, Gilpin, Green, Harrison, Hoffman, Kemble, Kil-
longh, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Nelson, Phelps,
Rimes, Robb, Rosborough, Russell, Salter, Sayers,
Scott, Shaw, Shelton, Smith of Houston, Thurmond,
'{“irvy, Tom, Trolinger, Venters, Wilder, Williams and
Vood—46. - o
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Nays—Messrs.  Allison, Armstrong, Berends, Bor-
deaux, Broaddus, Doyle, Hester, Joseph, Kleberg, Ley-
cndecker, Mills, Moore, Morris;, Noeggerath, xi’ayne,
Powers, Roberts, Smith, of Colorado, Storey, Washing-
ton, Westfall and Williams—22. ‘ A :

Mr. Mills offered the following amendment: Strike
out “Beason Creek’ and insert “on a straight line east
and west from Reed’s store.”

: Mr. Abbott moved to lay the amendment on the table.
Lost.

The question on the amendment was then put; and the
amendment failed to carry.

Mr. Wood offered the following amendment: ‘¢ Pro-
nided, the county seat of said new county shall be es-
tablished within two miles of the geographical center of
the territory of said county.””

Mr. Killough offered the following substitute : Amend
by striking out <“ Hempstead,”” and provide for the people
to select their own county seat. _

Mzr. Payne moved the previous guestion, which, being’
seconded, was put and earried. '

The bill was then ordered engrossed by the following
vote : ' :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Allen, Anderson of
McLennan, Bewley, Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dal-
las, Carvoll, Cunningham, Day, Ellett, Ford, Gallaway,
Gaston, Gilpin, Green, Hoffman, Kemble, Killough, Lane,
Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Nelson, Phelps, Powers,.
Robb, Salter, %mit-h of Houston, Thurmond, Tilson,
Tivy, ‘Trolinger, Venters, Watts, Westfall, Wilder and
Winkler-—38. .

Nays—Messrs. Adriance, Allison, Armstrong, Berends,
Booty, Broaddus, Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Gillette,
Harrison, Hester, Ireland, Joseph, Kleberg, Leyen-
decker, Mills, Moore, Morris, Noeggerath, Payne, Pren-
dergast, Rainey, Rimes, Roberts, Russell, Sayers, Scott,
Sheiton, Smith of Colorado, Storey, Washington, Wil-
liams and Wood—34. .

On motion of Mr. Smith of Colorado, Judiciary Com-
mittee was granted leave to yeport upon House bill No.
224, which they did as follows :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: The Judiciary Commitiee to whom was rveferred
House bill No. 224, to incorporate the State Bank of
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Texas, have had the same under consideration, and have
instructed me to report the bill back, with an amend-
ment, and to recommend its passage with the said amend-
ment, accompanying the report.

GEO. W. SMITH, Chairman.

Amendment to House bill No. 224:

“8pcrion 6. That before the election of the officers
:and organization of the company, as directed in section
four, the amount that may be unpaid by each subscriber
‘to the capital stock of the company shall be secured by
his promissory note, executed to the company, with two
«or more good and sufficient securities, a.gproved by the
commissioners, or a majority of them, and made payable
-on the call of the board of directors of the company; and
‘when the company shall have been organized, the said
«commisgsioners will turn over to its officers the amounts
received by them in money and notes for stock sub-
scribed as aforesaid.”

The amendment was adopted, the bill, thug amended,
read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended for tifteen minutes
to allow the introduction of .bills and resolutions.

Mr. Bewley introduced a bill to incorporate the Sabine
Pass and Red River Railway Company. Referred to the
‘Committee on Internal Improvements.

Mzr. Carroll presented a bill to prohibit the sale of spir-
ituous liguors within six miles of Davilla Institute, Mi}am
scounty, except for medical or sacramental purposes. Re-
ferred to the Committee on Education. -

Mr. MeDonald presented a bill to be entitled ““An act
to authorize the several county courtsin this State to offer
a premium for wolf scalps. Referred to the Committee
on Agriculture and Stock Raising.

Mr. Wood presented a bill to change the name of
Harriet 15. Wallace, to Benton. Referred to the Commit-
tee on State Affairs. ‘

Mr. Armstrong presented a bill to be entitled **‘An act
to provide for the better designation of certain county
boundaries.”” Referred to the Committee on Counties and
County Boundaries. ,

Mr. Chambers presented a bill for the relief of G. W.
Patterson and son. :

Mr. Broaddus presented a bill toamend ““Anact entitled
an aet prescribing the times of holding the district conrts
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in the several judicial distiicts in the State,”” approved
August 10, 1870. Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

r. Mills presented a bill for the relief of Jacob Fifer.
Referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims.

Mr. Rainey presented a bill to amend article two thou-
sand and thirty of the eriminal code. Referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1. )

Mr. Booty presented a bill for the relief of the heirs
of James N. Sheel, deceased. Referred to the Commit-
tee on Private Land Claims.-

Mr. Westfall presented a bill to be entitled ““‘An act for
the velief of the heirs of William Garnett.”” Referved to
the Committee on Private Land Claims.

Mr. Ford presented a bill to be entitled “An act to
amend section one of an act concerning private corpora-
tions, approved December 2, 1871." T}.eferred to Judi-
ciaﬁr Committee No. 2.

1. Storey presented a bill to be entitled ““An act to re-
quire justices of the peace when they issue citations in
civil suits to furnish the officer to whom the writ is di-
rected, a certified copy of the same to be served upon
%mch defendant.” eferred to Judiciary Committee

0. 2. :

Mr. Tharmond offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Judiciary Committee No. 2, be in-
structed to prepare and report a bill to suppress the
swindling of ignorant and unsuspecting persons under
the disguise of what are commonl called gift enterprises.
now prevalent in many towns in this State. :

Adopted. _

Mr. Killough offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That His Excellency E. J. Davis be request-
ed to inform this House whether a State geologist has
been appointed as provided by the act entitled ““An act
providin% for a geological survey of the State of Texas,”
approved August 13, 1870, and if so, what he is doing.

Adopted. ‘

Mr. Russell offered the following concwrrent resolu-
tion :

Resolved by the House of Represenialives the Senate
concurring, That the present session of the Thirteenth
Legislature will adjowrn siéne die on Tuesday the tenth
day of April next.

Jaid over, under the rules, '

Mr. Rainey offered the following resoluntion :
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Wiieriass, Since the God of battles has created every
Texan a lord of his own domicile, and imagined lord of .
all he surveys, and filled his bosom with the desire to -
have the limits of his homestead designated as a county
boundary ; therefore be it

Resolved, That this spirit of individualism and ag-
grandizement shall be checked by declaration that here-
after this House will not vote for the creation of any new
county with less area than nine hundred square miies.

Mr. Gaston moved to lay the resolution upon the table.

Division of the question being called, the vote was
taken upon the resolution proper and resulted in laying
it on the table by the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allen, Allison,
Anderson of McLennahn, Armstrong, Booty, Broaddus,
Brown of Upshur, Chambers, Canningham, Davenport,
Day, Denton, Doyle, Ellett, Gallaway, Gaston, Grilﬁatte,
Green, Hollingsworth, Irveland, Joseph, Kemble, Kil-
lough, Kleberg, Lane, Mabry, Manning, Nelson, Noeg-
gerath, Phelps, Robb, Rosborough, Russell, Salter,
Shelton, Thurmond, Tilson, Westfall, Williams and
Winkler—43. :

Nays—Messrs. Anderson of Montgomery, Bordeaux,
Gilpin, Hester, Leyendecker, Mills, Moore, Morris, Payne,
Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Roberts, Scott, Smith of
Colorado, Smith of Houston, Veale, Venters, Washing-
ton, Watts, Wilder and Wood—22.

The preamble was then laid on the table.

On motion, Judiciary Committee No. 2 was granted
leave to report, which they did as follows : '
Hon. M. B K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives: '

Siz: Your Committee to whom was referred Senate
bill No. 18, ‘“‘An act to incorporate the city of Austin,”
beg leave to report the same back and recommend its

passage.
IRELAND, Chairman.
The bill was read a second time and laid on the table.
The Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, by spe-
cial leave, reported as follows:
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor; Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :
Sir:  Your Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred Senate bill No. 81, ““ An act to es-
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tablish a bridge across Choctaw Bayou, in Grayson
county,” have Tiad the same under consideration and re-
commend that it do not pass, and the committee have
instructed me to prepare the accompanying substitute

and recommend its passage. o
HARRISON, Chairman.

The substitute of same caption offered by the commit-
tee was adopted and ordered engrossed. )

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.

Second report from same commitiee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Llouse of Repre-

sentatives : .

SIr: Your Commitiee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled ““An act grant-
ing a charter to O. M. Airheart to create, keep and run a
ferry boat at the Spivey crossing on Trinity river in Hen-
dsrson county and Navarro county,’”” have had the same
under consideration. The committee have instrueted me
to report the bill back to the House and recommend its

passage.
HARRISON, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed. '

Third report from same committee
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Hovuse of Rep-

resentatives :

Sir: Your Committee ou Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred a bill to incorporate the Leon
River Bridge Company, have hiad the same under consid-
eration, an§ have adopted the accompanying amendments,
and ask their adoption. and recommend the passage of

the bill.
5 J. M. HARRISON, Chairman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, Senate bill No. 145, “ An
act to amend an act entitled an act for the relief of the
Bastern Texas Railroad Company, passed March 20,
1871, was taken up and referred to the Committee on
Internal Improvements.

On motion of Mr. Powers, Senate bill No. 120, ** An
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act amendatory of an act entitled an act to incorporate the
Rio Grande Railway Company, approved August 13,
1870,”” was taken up and referred to the Committee on {n
ternal Improvements: ’
The Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries reported
as follows : ;
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repyre-
sentatives : ' l
Smz:  Your Committee on Roads, Bridges and Feries,
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled *“ An act grant-
ing a charterto James A. Mitcham and H. L. Gilmore
to create, keep and run a ferry boat at Brazete Landing,
or crossing, on the Trinity river, in- Henderson county
and Navaro county,”” have had the same under consi{er-
ation, and the committee have instructed me to report the
bill back to the House and recommend its passage.
J. M. HARRISON, Chairman.
The bill was read a second time and ordered engrosged.
On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed. i'
Further report from same committee : i
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repie-
sentatives : ’
Sir: Youwr Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred a bill to be enfitled ‘‘An act grant-
ing a charter to J. W. McCowen; of Milam county, to
keep and run a ferry boat across Little River,”’ have had
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to
prepare the accompanying substitute and recommend its

adoption and passage. .
HARRISON, Chairman.,

The substitute of same caption offered by the commit-
tee was read, adopted and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.

Further yveport from the same committee :

Ilon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Howse of Repre-
sentatives :

NIk Your committee, fo whom was referred a bill to
be entitled, “An act to authorize and empower the Coun-
ty Courts of Grimes and Washington counties to aid in
the construction of a bridge across the Brazos river, at
the town of Washington, Washington county, Texas,”
have had the same under consideration, and have in-
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structed me to report it back to the House and recom-
mend ity passage. - o
HARRIRON, Chatrman.

The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.

Further report from same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Howse of Repre-
sentatives : :

Smr:  Your Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred House bill No. 214, to be entitled
‘“ Anact to establish a ferry across Big CUypress on the
county line hetween the counties of Marion and Harri-
son,”” have had the same under eonsideration, and have
instructed me to report the bill back to the Honse and

recommend its passage.
HARRISON, Chairman.
The bill was read a second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bil} read a
third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Killongh, Senate bill No. 131, ““An
act reimbursing Bastrop county and appropriating the
s of two hundred and twenty-tive dollars for that pur-
pose,”” was taken up and read ; the rules suspended, read a
second time ; the rules further suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed by the following vote : .

Yeas-~Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allison,
Anderson of Montgomery, Anderson of MecLennan, Arm-
strong, Berends, Bewley, Broaddus, Brown of Upshur,
Brown of Dallas, Chambers, Cunningham, Davenport,
Day, Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Ford, Gaston, Gillette,
Gilpin, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth,
Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Ley-
endecker, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Moore, Morvis,
Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne, Phelps, Powers, Prender-
gast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roberts, Rosborough, Rus-
sell, Salter, Sayers, Scott, Shelton, Short, Smith of Colo-
rado, Smith of Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tivy, Tom,
Veale, Venters, Washington, Watts, Westfall, Wilder,
Williams, Winklerand Wood—70.

Nays—none.

The Committee on Enrelled Bills reported as follows
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Hon. M. D. Il Tuylor, Spealkei of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sie:  Youwr Comitiee on Enrolled Bills have carefully
examined House bill No. 235, ¢“An act to prohibit the sale
or gift of intexicating or spirituous liguors within two
miles of Leesburg Institute, in Upshur county, Texas,”
also House bill No. 57, ““‘An act to prohibit the sale of in-
toxicating or spirituous liguors within one mile of the in-
stitution of learning situated at Caledonia, in Rusk
county, Texag,”” and find the same correctly enrolled, and
have presented the same this day at eleven o’clock to the
Governor for his signature.

, SHAW, Chairman.

Mr, Washington moved to adjourn until 9:30 A. M. to-
morrow. Lost.

By leave, the s%)eciu]. committee on House bill No. 50
submitted the following report:

Hon. M. D. . Taylor. Speaker of ihe House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Yowr special commibiee, to whom was referred
House bill No. 50, to be entitled ‘“An act concerning the
practice of medicine,”” have maturely considered the
same, and heartily approving the objeets of said bill, and
believing it & matter of vital importance to the people of
the whole State, beg leave to report the accompanying
substitute, and recommend its passage,

ﬂ?’ORD, Chairman,
GHENT,
TROLINGER,

- RUSSELL,
TIVY,
DOYLE,
DENTON.

The bill having been read, the substitute offered by the
committee was read and adopied ; read a second time,
and one hundred coples ordered printed for the use of
the House.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallag, the House pro-
ceeded to take up Senate bills and messages.

House bhill No. 185, “An act defining the duties of the
Comptroller,” wastaken upand referre.ﬁ, with the amend-
ments offered thereto by the Senate, to Judiciary Com-
mittee No. 1.

House bill No. 181. “*An act for the sale of State bonds
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to meet the liabilities due from the State of Texas,”” was
taken up and referred, with Senate bill No. 132, offered
as a substituie therefor, to the Finance Committee.

House bill No. 233, ‘‘An act regulating elections,’”” was
then taken up, with the amendments offered thereto by
the Senate. The amendments having been read, the
House refused to concur therein.

The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as follows:
Hon. M, D. K. Taylor, Specker of the House of Repre-

sentalives:

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined House bills as follows: No. 23, “An act
to create and provide for the organization of the county
of Gregg;’ NWo. 369, “An act for the relief of the heirs
at law of Thomas ¥. Culton,” and find the same cox-

rectly engrossed.
BOOTY, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Mollingsworth, House bill for the
‘protection of the farming interests and regulating enclos-
m‘es,I was made a speciz?l order for Friday next, at 10
A M ‘ '

On motion of My. Denton, the House adjowrned until
9:30 A. M. to-morrow.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
Avsriv, Tuxas, March 14, 1873,

House met pursnant to adjonsnment. Prayer by Rev.
Dr. Palmer, of New Orleans, Louisiana. Roll called ;
quorum present. .
~ On motion, Mz. Rives, assistant sergeant-at-arms, was
excused for six days, and Mr. Arbuckle, doorkeeper, for
eight days.

_flhe reading of the journal of yesterday was dispensed
with.

On motion, Mr. Wilder was excused until next
Tuesday. ) .
Mz Ireland offered a memorial from citizens of Guada-
"lape county, asking the impeachment of Henry Maney,
judge of the Twenty-second Judicial District. Read and
referred to the Committee on Judicial Districts.
Mr. Payne presented a bill te abolish the Twenty-
24 113
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second Judicial District, and.to attach the counties com-
posing it to other disiricts. Read and passed to second
reading. On motion the rules were suspended, the bill
read a second time and ordered engrossed. On motion
the rules were further suspended, the bill read a third time
and passed.

Mzr. Chambers offered a petition for a new county off of
east Collin county. Referred to a special committee, con-
sisting of Messrs. Booty, chairman; Carroll, Davenport,
Gilpin and Westfall.

Mr. Booty offered a memorial from Panola Council,
1\\7T 0. 253, I. O. O. F. Referred to Judiciary Committee
No. 2. ’

Mr. Ireland offered a petition from Guadalupe county.
Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Smith of Houston offered a protest of citizens of
Cherokee county. Referred to the Committee on Coun-
ties and County Boundaries.

Mr. Watts offered a protest of Walker county against
proposed dismemberment. Referred to the Committee on
Counties and County Boundaries.

On motion Mr. Iveland was added to the Committee on
Internal Improvements.

On motion of My. Ireland the regular order of business
was suspended, and business on the Speaker’s table was
taken up. ‘

The resolution of Mr. Bewley, changing the ordexr of

“business, was read. '

My. Mills moved to refer to the Committee on Rules.
LMtr. Bewley moved to lay that motion on the table.

ost. :

The resolution was then referred tothe Special Comimit-
tee on Rules. .

The resolution of Mr. Russell to adjourn sine die on
Tuesday, April 15, was taken up. '

Mzr. Manning offered the following amendment :

Provided, all necessary legislation for the general relief
of the people from the obnoxious laws, under which
they have been governed, has been accomplished.

On motion the resolution and amendment were post-
poned until April 1, 1873.

Senate bill No. 12, “An act to amend an act entitled an
act to provide for appeals from interlocutory judgments
in the District Courts of the State, approved JL\T()'v'embel
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1, 1871,” was taken up, 1ead a second time and referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Senate concurrent resolution for the appointment of a
joint committee to consider the propriety and necessity of
est%blishing two additional lunatic asylums, was then
read.

Mr. Brown of Dallas offered an amendment siriking
out that portion referring to the proposed situation of the
-additional asylums. A&opted.

The resolution thus amended passed.

Senate bill No. 48, “An act authorizing the patentin
of a certain bounty warrant therein named, was read an
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims.

Senate joint resolution No. 21, awarding Winchester
ritles to certain persons, was read, the rules suspended
and read a second time. -

Mr. Bordeaux offered the following amendment: In-
sert the names of George Stephens, of Wise county, and
Creed Roberts, of Monfague county. Adopted.

. Mr. Winkler moved to amend by inserting the name of
Col. J. B. Barry, of Bosque county. Adopted.

The joint resolution thus amended was passed to a
third reading.

Senate joint resolution No. 13, authorizing and requiring
the Comptroller of Public Accounts toreceive and deposit

“in the treasury money belonging to the estate of Charles
Kammer, deceased, and to cause to be escheated the
land and other effects belonging to said estate, was read a
second time and referred to the Committee on the Comp-
troller’s and Treasurer’s Offices.

Senate joint resolution No. 19, concerning the debt of
Texas, was read and laid on the table.

By leave, Mr. Smith of Colorado introduced a bill to.
authorize the Governor to settle with Messrs. Williams &
Guion, of New York City, for their claims against the
State. © Read, the rules suspended and read a second
time.

My, Smith of Colorado offered the following amend-
wment: That this act shall not include the forty-three
bonds said to have been taken from Raymond & Whitis,
or either of them. Adopted. :

The bill was then ordered engrossed. .

On motion, the rules were further suspended, the bill
read a third time and passed. :
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. Senate Joint Resolution No. 9, ratifying an amendment

to section six of article ten of the Constitut on of the
State of Texas, proposed by joint resolution of the
Twelfth Legislature of the State of Texas, passed May 17,
1871, was taken up.

Pending the discussion, the hour for the special order
arrived, and it was taken up, being ‘- An act for the pro-
fection of the farming interests of the State.”

On motion, the House weni into committee of the
whole. Mr. Payne in the chair.

Pending the discussion, the committee rose to receive
the following report ;

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Specker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : '

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fally examined House bill No. 427, A bill to anthorize
the Governor to settle with Messrs. Williams & Guion, of
New York City, for their claim against the State, and find
the same correctly engrossed. )

' A. J. BOOTY, Chairman.

The discussion in the committee of the whole was then
resumed. ) .

After further discussion, the commitiee arose and re-
ported no progress to the House, and recommended the
refererence of the bill to a special committee of five, which.
report was adopted by the House.

he' Speaker appointed Messrs. Storey, chairman,
Anderson of MeLeénnan, Chambers, Killough and Robb,
said committee.

__The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as follows:.
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Hoise of Repre-
sentatives : '

Siw: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined House bills as follows: Substitute for
House bills No. 314, ““An act to enlarge the county of
Medina ;> No. 340, ¢ An act to ascertain the amounts due
the teachers of the public free schools of the State prior
to the first day of March, A. D. 1873, and to provide for
the payment of the same;” No. 426, ‘“ An act to abolish
the Twenty-second Judicial District and to attach the
counties composing said district to other districts,” and
find the same correctly engrossed.

BOOTY, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the House adjourned until
9:30 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow. o .
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
AvsTiw, Trxas, March 15, 1873,

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quorum present.

Oln motion, the reading of the journal was dispensed
with.

By leave, Mr. Rainey introduced out of the regular or-
der, a bill to change the judicial relations of Houston
county, which was read and passed to a second reading.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
second time and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

The resolution ratifying the Constitutional amendment
was taken up. The question being the motion to postpone
its further considem%ion until Thursday next, at11 A. M.,
the House refused to postpone by a rising vote of 36
nays to 35 yeas.

Mr. Brown of Dallas moved to postpone its further
cprésideration until Wednesday next, at 11 A. M. Car-
ried.

A message from the Senate announced the passage by
that body of the following bills : :

Senate bill No. 99, “An act to ﬁ)rovide for the echange
of venue in civil eases in the District Courts of this
State.”

Senate bill No. 119, “‘An act authorizing the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office to employ additional
draughtsmen and clerks.”

Senate bill No. 18, ‘‘An act to consolidate the Houston,
Tap and Brazoria Railway, the Huntsville Branch Rail-
way, and the Victoria and Columbia Railroad with the
Houston and Great Northern Railroad.” '

House bill No. 361, a bill to Erevent the sale or disposal
of spirtnous liquors within three miles of Leesburg, in
Gonzales connty.

On motion, Mr. Smith of Colorado was added to the
House conference committee on the Texas and New Or-
leans Railway.

The following communication was received from His
Excellency the Governor:
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/ Exreurive OFFICE, STATE OF Texas, )

~ Avstin, Mo ch 14, 1873. |
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the State of Texas:

‘Sir: In reply to the resolution of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the thirteenth jinstant, requesting to be in-
formed whether a State Geologist has been appointed, as
provided for by ‘“An act providing for a geological sur-

~vey of the State of Texas,” approved August 13, 1870,
etc., I would state that no State Geologist has as yet been
appointed. :

Very respectfully,
EDMUND J. DAVIS, Governor.

The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as follows:
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of. Rep-

resentatives : ' ) '

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have ex-
‘amined the following engrossed bills: No. 347, a bill to
incorporate Leon River Bridge Company ; No. 169, a bill
incorporating the town of Willis, in Montgomery county,
Texas ; No. 224, ‘“An act to incorporate the State Bank
of Texas, Galveston ;’ No. 200, a bill to be entitled ‘ An
act granting a charter to James A. Mitcham and H. L.
Gilmore to create, keep and run a ferry boat at New
Bazette landing or crossing, on the Trinity river, in Hen-
derson county and Navarro county;’ No. 299, a bill to
be entitled ‘“ An act reincorporating the town of Liberty ;"
No. 214, a bill to be entitled ‘“ An act to establish a ferry
across Big Cypress;”’ No. 259, *‘ An act to authorize and
empower the county courts of Grimes and Washington
counties to aid in the construction of a bridge across the
Brazos river at the town of Washington, Washington
~county, Texas;’ No. 425, substitute for Senate bill
No 81, a bill to establish a bridge across Choctaw Bayou,
in Grayson county;’ No. 243, a bill to be entitled ‘““An
act granting a charter to O. M. Airbeart to create, keep
and run a ferry boat at the Spivey crossing on Trinity
river, in Henderson and Navarro counties;” No. 336, a
bill granting a charter to J. W. MeCown, jr., to keep and
run a ferry boat across Little river;’ No 338, ‘“‘An act to
incorporate the town of Quitman, in Wood county,”’ and
find the same correcily engrossed.

. BOOTY, Chairman.
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The Committee on Enrolled Bills reported as follows:
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefally
examined the following bill: No. 861, “An act to pro-
hibit the sale or disposition of spirituous, vinous or other
intoxicating liquors within three miles of the town of
Leesburg, in Gonzales county,”” and find the same cor-
rectly enrolled, and have presented the same to the Gov-
ernor at 12 o’clock to-day for his approval.

SHA'W, Chairman.

The following communication was received from the
Superintendent of Public Instruction :

DEPARTMENT oF EDUCATION,
Seats oF TEXAS, AusTin, March 13, 1878.
To the Honorable House of Representatives of the State
of Texas: ‘

GENTLEMEN : In answer to a vesolution passed by
your body on the twelfth instant, calling on me for cer-
tain information regarding the collection and disburse-
ment of the one per cent. school tax, 1 have the honor to
call your attention to Exhibits F, I, J, and N, of my
secondza-nnual report for the fiscal year ending Aungust
31, 1872. :

To give the additional information asked, or *to fur-
nish this House with a full and complete statement of the.
amount of money collected in each county in this State
respectively,”” * * ¥ showing in said statement
in *“ detail the disposition made of such funds, and speci-
fying particularly whom, to whom, b%f whom, and for
what service paid out,”” would require the additional em-
]%loyment of at least four clerks; and as a large part of
this information would have to be procured from the dif-
fe'r?nigtcounties, it would take about two months to fur-
nish it.

If the Legislature will anthorize the employment of
these additional clerks I will begin the work at once.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. C. Dr_GRESS,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Mr. Ireland moved to reject the communicaton.

The hour for the special order having arrived, on mo-
tion it was postponed for fifteen minutes.

Mr. Rimes moved the previous question, which being
seconded, was put and carried.
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The motion to reject was then put and carried.

Petitions and memorials being in order, Mr. Westfall
offered a petition of citizens of Williamsun county, ask-
ing the passage of the Ohio ligunor law. Referred to Ju-
diciary Committee No. 2. :

Also a petition of heirs of M. Ruter. Referred to the
Committee on Private Land Claims. )

Bg leave Mr. Kleberg introduced a bill to authorize
H. B. Boston, A. Hamilton and R. B. Boston to erect a

ontoon bridge over the Guadalupe river -at the town of
Blinton, in DeWitt county, Texas. Referred to the Com-
. mittee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries.

By leave Mr. Denton presented a bill to define the
limits of Floresville, Wilson county. Referred to the
Committee on State Affairs.

Mr. Manning offered a petition to incorporate Cotton
Gin Seminary. Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Hoffman offered a petition of E. Schramm. Re
ferred to the Finance Committee. - v

Mr. Sayers offered a petition of the heirs of W. H.
Lioning: Referred to the Committee on Private Land
Claims.
© Algo, an act for the relief of Pedro Hernandez. Referred
to the Committee on Private Land Claims.

Mr. Mills by leave presented a bill for the velief of An-
tonio Samario. Referred to the Committee on Private
Land Claims.

By leave Mr. Prendergast introduced a bill to be enti-
tled ““An act regulating the salary and fees of district
attorneys.”” Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Brown of Dallas offered a petition of citizens of
Dallas county, against dismemberment. Referred to the
Committee on Counties and County Boundaries.

By leave Mr. Hollingsworth presented a bill for the re-
liet of Richard O. Hanlon. Referred to the Committee
on Private Land Claims. , -

On motion, Mr. Noeggerath was excused for two days.
Mr. Denton offered the following resolution: '

Witergas, Itis well known that in some of the several
departments of this government, persons have been ap-
pomted as clerks and other employments, who are for-
eigners and strangers in this State, and whose interests
are in no wise identified with that of the people of this
State, and :
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Whereas, It is contrary to established usage in this

State, as weil as sound public policy, to employ such

ersons to take charge of important interests involving
he interest and welfare of the people ; therefore,

Resolved, That Judiciary Committee No. 2 be instruct-
ed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of
framing a bill, and reporting the same {o this House,
%)rohibltin the heads of departments of this government
rom employing any person or persons as clerks, or in
any other capacity, who have not the qualifications of
citizenship, which would entitle them to hold other sub-
ordinate official positions in this State; and until such
persons shall have executed a bond to the State, with suf-
ficient securities commensurate with the importance of the
trust confided to them, and conditioned for the faithful
performance of their duties as such employés.

Adopted. : _

The special order, being the report of the Committee on
Privileges and Elections in_the contested election case of
Messrs. Allen, Michael and Anderson, of Montgomery, -
was taken up. : .

Mr. Mills moved to postpone its farther consideration
until Thursday next, at 11 A. M. ‘

Mr. Denton moved to lay the motion on the table. The
yeas and nays being ordered, resulted as follows: .

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bordeaux, Carroll, Denton,
Doyle, Eastland, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin, Harri-

.son, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Kemble, Leyen-
deci{er, Mabry, Payne, Powers, Prendergast, Rainey,
Rimes, Robb, Russell, Smith of Colorado, Smith of
Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom and
Veale—32.

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allen, Alli-
son, Anderson of ;Iontgomery, Anderson of McLennan,
Berends, Bewley, Booty, Broaddus, Brown of Dallas,
Brown of Upshur, Chambers, Cunningham, Davenport,
Ellett, Ford, Green, Ireland, Joseph, ﬁillough, Kleberg,
Lane, Manning, McDonald, Michael, Mills, Moore, Morris,
Nelson, Phelps, Roberts, Rosborough, Salter, Sayers,
Shaw, Shelton, Trolinger, Venters, Washington, Waitts,
Westfall, Williams, Winkler and Wood—46.

Whereupon the motion was declared lost.

" The motion to postpone then carried.

On motion of Mr. Ireland, the use of the Representa-
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tive Hall was granted to Rev. Dr. Palmer, of New Or-
“leans, on Sunday and at night during his stay in the city,
for divine services. - T
On motion of Mr. Killough the House adjourned until
i0 o’clock A. M. Monday.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
Avstiy, Texas, March 17, 1873. |

House met })ursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
-chaplain. Roll called ; quorum present. .

The reading of the journal of Saturday was dispensed
with., - '

By leave, M1, Kemble introduced the following concur-
rent resolution : .

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate
.concurring, That all ]%ubli_c school teachers, and all super-
visors, and all inspectors, and all principals of the free
schools of this State, be and they are hereby notified and
requested to adjourn their labors on the fivst day of April
next, until the first day of September next, -or until the
Legislature can agree on a better, and less complicated,
and less expensive plan, with school funds better secured,
and that teachers rely on private schools until there
can be a general settlement, and until farther notice be
given.
= Resolved Jurther, That this Legislature will not cease
ifs labors in endeavoring to agree on the best and most
practicable plan of a pﬁ?olic free school system, in keep-
ing with the State Constitution and wants of the people.

TReferred to the Committee on Education.

By leave the Committee on Internal Improvements re-

orted, throngh Mr. Winkler, as follows:

on. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : ;

Sir: Your Committee on Internal Improvements, fo
whom was referred Senate bill No. 145, entitled, ‘“An act
to amend an act entitled an agt for the relief of the
Eastern Texas Railroad Company, passed the twentieth
day of March, A. D. 1871,” have had the same under
.congideration, and have instructed me to report the same
back to the House and recommend its passage.

C. M. WINKLER, Chairman.
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Mr. Anderson of MeLennan offered the following
amendments : Sirike out all of section one after the-word
‘““road,” in line eighteen. Change section three to sec-
tion four. Imsert in section three as follows: That the
State reserves the right at all times to regulate and control
the charges on the said road for freight and passage,
and to regulate the manner in which said road shall be
conducted and run.

Mr. Smith of Colorado offered the following amend-
ment:

That the company shall build and continue from the
opening of their road for business, suitable freight and
passenger depots within one mile of the court house in
each town to which it is required to construct its road ;
and if any town has no court house within its limits,
then within one mile of the center of the business part of
the town. . .

The power is reserved tothe Stateatany time to amend,
alter, repeal or annul the charter of this company, and
recall the franchises and privileges thereof, by an act of
the Legislature, passed by two-thirds of the Senate and
House of Representatives, on condition, nevertheless,
that no such act shall annul or invalidate the contracts
made by or with the corporation, so far as to collect and
recover and dispose of their estate, real and personal, pay
off their debts, and divide the surplus among those enti-
tled to the same.

A message from the Senate announced that thatbody
adheres to its amendment to House Bill No. 233, “An
act regulating elections, and had apgointed Senators
Shelley, Henry, Dillard, Tendick and RSaylor a commit-
tee of conference on the disagreement between the two
Houses, and asked the appointment of a like committeé -
-on the part of the House.

Also, of the passage by that body of a joint resolution
fixing fhe rate of compensation of two accountants, em- .
loyed by the joint committee of investigation of the

’}Io‘reasurer’ s and Compiroller’s departments.

On motion of Mr. Winkler, the joiat resolution was
takenup, read and passed to a second reading.

On motion the rules were suspended, the joint resoln-
tion read a second time.

Mz, Mills offered the following amendiment :

Strike out ‘‘five hundred dollars’ and insert ‘“‘two
hundred and forty dollars’ per month.
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Mr. Hoffman moved the ¥1'evious question, which being
seconded was put with the following result :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adrviance, Allison, Anderson
of Montgomery, Anderson of McLennan, Bewley, Bor-
deanx, Brown of Dallas,” Carrol, Davenport, Gaston,
Gilpin, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Joseph, Kil-
lough, Kleberg, Lane, McDonald, Michael, Morris,
Payne, Powers, Roberts, Salter, Short,Thurmond, Tivy, .
Veale, Venters, Watts, Westfall, Williams, Winkler and
Wood—36.

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Berends, Bledsoe, Booty,
Broaddus, Brown of Upshur, Chambers, Cunningham,.
Day, Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Ellett, Ford, Ghent, Gil--
lette, Green, Harrison, Iveland, Kemble, Leyendecker,
Manning, Mills, Moore, Nelson, Prendergast, Rainey,
Rimes, Robb, Rosborough, Russell, Shaw, Shelton,
Storey, Tilson, Tom, Trolinger, and Washington—38.

Whereupon it was deelared the House refused to order
the main question.

Mr Rainey moved to recomsider the vote just taken.

Mr. Denton moved to lay the joint resolution, amend-
ment and motion to reconsider on the table.

Yeas and nays being called for resulted as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson of Montgomery, Arm-
strong, Berends, Broaddus, Denton, Ellett, Ghent, Hay-
_ rison, Ireland, Manning, McDonald, Moore, Prendergast,
Robb, Russell, Smith of Colorado, Storey, Tilgon, Tom
and Williams—21 - '

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson
of McLennan, Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, Brown of Up-
shur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Cunnigham,.
Davenport, Day, Doyle, Eastland, Ford, Gaston, Gillette,.
Gilpin, Green, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Joseph,.
Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry,
Michael, Mills, Morris, Nelson, Payne, Phelps, Powers,
"Rainey, Rimes, Roberts, Rosborough, Salter, Sayers,
Shaw, Shelton, Short, Thurmond, Tivy, Trolinger, Ven-
tm;% ‘Washington, Watts, Westfall, Winkler and Wood

Whereupon the House refused to table the matter. ,

a{r. Bewley moved to lay the amendment upon the
table.

" The yeas and nays being called for resulted as follows:

Yeas-—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson
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-of McLennan, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux, Brown of Up-
shur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Davenport,
Ford, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin, Hester, Hoffman, Joseph,
Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Michael, Morris, Payne, Phelps,
Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Roberts, Rosborough, Sal-
ter, Shaw, Short, Smith of Houston, Thurmond, Tivy,
Tom, Veale. Venters, Watis, Westfall. Winkler and.
Wood-—44. ' _ .

Nays—DMessrs. Abbott, Anderson of Montgomery, Arm-
strong, Berends, Bledsoe, Broaddns, Cunningham, Day,
Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Ellett, Ghent, Green, Harrison,
Hollingsworth, Ireland, Kemble, Leyendecker, Mabry,
Manning, McDonald, Mills, Moore, Nelson, Rimes, Robb,
Russell, Sayers, Shelton, Smith of Colorado, Stovey,
Tilson, Trolinger, ¥Washington and Williams—36. :

Whereupon the motion to table was declared to bave
carried.

Mz, Nelson offered the following amendment :

Strick out ““ 5007 and insert ‘H250.” _

Mr. Payne moved the previous question, which heing
seconded was put, with the following result: )

Yeas—Messrs, Adriance, Allison, Anderson of Me-
Lennan, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux, Brown of Dallas:
Carroll, Chambers, Davenport, Ford, Gaston, Gilette,
Hester, J OSG%], Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Michael, Moi-
ris, Payne, Phelps, Powers, Rainey, Roberts, Rosbo-
rough, Salter, Shaw, Short, Smith of Houston, Tivy,
Tom, Veale, Watts, Westfall, Winkler and Wood—37.

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson of Monigomery,
Armstrong, Berends, Bledsoe, Broaddus, Brown of Up-
shur, Cunningham, Day, Denton, Doyle, Eastiand, El-
lett, Ghent, Green, Harrison, Hollingsworth, Irveland,
Kemble,  Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning, McDonald,
Mills, Moore, Nelson, Prendergast, Rimes, Robb, Rus-
sell, Smith of Colorado, Storey, Tilson, Trolinger, Wash-
ington and Williams—36.
~ RKThereupon the main -question was ordered and the
joint resolution passed to the third reading. -

Mr. Mills moved to suspend the rules and put the joint
resolution upon its third and final reading. Lost.
" A message from the Senate announced the passage by
that body of Senate bill No. 51, “An aect for the relief of
sureties upon official bonds.” -

And House bill No. 283, “An act to set apart one-half
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of the public domain for the support and maintenance of
publie schools.”

The discussion upon the act for the relief of the Hast-
orn Texas Railway Company was then resnmed.

On motion of Mr. Anderson, of McLennan, the House
adjonrned until 9:30 A. M., to-morrow.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, }
Auvstiv, Texas, March 18, 1873,

House met pursnant to adjownment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quorum present.

On motion, Mr. Shaw was excused for twelve days.

COn motion, Mr. Manning had leave to call up House
hill No. 267, “An act to amend articles 412 and 418 of the
Penal Code, as amended by act passed May 11, 1871.”
The bill was read a third time and passed.

By special leave the Committee on Privileges and Elec-
tions submitted the following report :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: The Committee on Privileges and Elections, to
whom was referred the contested election from the Fif-
teenth Senatorial District, wherein M. Elmore ef al.
were the contestants, and J. H. Washington e/ al. were
the contestees, have had the same under consideration, and
a majority of said committee, composed of the members
whose names are hereto subscribed, make the following
report: .

R‘he“ said district is composed of the counties of
(vimes, Walker and Madison. The county of San
Jacinto is a new county, formed by the Legislature
since the election districts were laid off; and formed
of parts of the territory of Walker, Polk and
Liberty counties, only 2 very small portion of the
territory being taken from Walker county—say one-
twentieth—the remaining and much larger portion of said
San Jacinto county being taken from the counties of Polk.
and Liberty, which last named counties formed a part of
the First Senatorial District. Sometime before the last
genéral election, the Governor, by proclamation, ordered
the voters in said S8an Jacinto county to vote with and in
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the Fifteenth Senatorial Disirict, and the voters of said
county did so vote. Under the Constitytion of the State
the Governor had mno such power, but, on the contrary,
we regard the act as in direct violation of an express pro-
vision of the Constitntion (see section twenty-four, article:
twelve of the Constitution). Under this view, the com-
mittee determined not to count the vote of San Jacinto
county in this contest.
It appears from the evidenece, that-at the close of the
golls n Grimes county, and wpon the counting out the
allots, there were in the ballot box eighty-three more
hallots than there were names of voters on the poll book..
This state of things, if frue, would have shown conclu-
sively that the ballot box had been stuffed, and would
have been sufficient evidence of fraud to have vitiated
_and vacated the eleetion in that county ; but the original
poll book was produced before the committee and identi-
tied by the clerk of the election who kept it; and it was
clearly ascertained, by counting the names of voters upon
the poll book, that the apparent discrepancy grew out of
the mistakes made by the clerk in numbering the names.
The committee counted the names on the poﬁ book, one
by one, disregarding the numbers placed opposite the
name by the clerk of the election, and found that the
number of names on the poll book only lacked three of
agreeing with the number of ballots found in the ballot
box. This fact, or mode of explaining the apparent dis-
crepancy in numbers between the ballot box and poll
book, had not, it seems, been asecertained by either, the
judges of the election or by either party in this contest
The judges of the election and returning officers, it seems
had {)een governed, so far as the poll hook was concerned
by the number placed by the clerk against the nameof
the last voter, and the ballot box, when counted, showing
eighty-three more ballots than the number placed bythe
clerk against the name of the last voter on the poll book
It was, in this view of the matter, unmistakable evidence
of frand and ballot box stuffing ; and it was, so faras
Grimes county is concerned, mainly on this groundthat
H. M. Elmove, ¢f al., placed the contest. There was, itis
true, some irregularities and improper conduct in connec-
tion with the election in Grimes county, but, inthe
opinion of the majority of this committee, not sufficient
to vacate the election. The majority for the sitting mem-
bers in Grimes county was 432.
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As to the election held in Madison county, it was proved
that on the first day of the election the judges appointed
by the Governor did not appear to open the polls for the
election, but a board was organized by the sherift, clerk
and others present, and voting commenced. The proot
showed that on that day, the first day of the election,
with a board of judges thus organized, one hundred and
fifty votes were cast, all of which votes, so far as could
be ascertained from the color of the tickets, were cast for
the contestants. The nextday, early in the morning, the
regular board of managers presented themselves and pro-
posed to conduct the election from that time on, provided
that it was agreed on all hands that the voting on the day
betore should not be counted; or in Other words, they were
to begin anew. This was agreed to by all present, and
the polls were opened and the election progressed to its
close. It was clearly proved that all those who voted on
the first day refurned and voted again, except thirty-seven
who did not retran to vote; so that one hundred and thir-
teen of those voting on the first day came back and voted
afterwards, and their ballots were, as a matter of course,
counted at the close of the election. The majority for
the contestants in Madison county was 160. Add to that
number the 37 who aid not return after voling the first
day, and the contestants’ majority would be 197.

In Walker county it was proved that seventy-four men
registered during the election and voted. Tourteen
were for contestants, and sixty for contestees. It
was further proved that six ex convicls voled., four
of whom voted the Republican ticket, the other two
voting the Democratic ticket. The majority for the
contestees in Walker county wag one hundred and
sixty-eight. Take from the seventy-four who registered
during the election the fouiteen who cast their votes for
the contestants, and it leaves an excess of illegal votes
to be deducted from fthe Republican majority of sixty
votes. Now, that number from one hundred and ninety-
eight, the official majority for contestees in Walker, and
it leaves 138 and then dednet the four voies of the ex-
convieis who voted for the contestees, and we have the
the troe majority—one hundred and thirty-four.

Irregularities and wrongs, it is true, were shown,
other than those referred to above, i1 conbection with the
—election botli in Walker and Madison counties: bui, in
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‘the main, the testimony fails to show, according to our
judgment, a sufficient amount of wrong and fraund to va-
cate the election.

The matter, in our judgment, stands thus :

Majority for the contestees in Grimes county, 434:
Walker county 134. Total 366.

Majority for contestants in Madison county, 197 ; show.
ing a majority in the district for contestees to he 369.

A majority, therefore, of your committee are con
strained to say that, in our opinion, the sitting members
J. H. Washington, R. Williams and J. S. Mills, an
legally entitled to vetain their seats in this House as th:
Representatives of the Fifteenth Senatorial District.

A. 8. BROADDUS,
Chairman pro femn. -

J. RUSSELL,

D. M. PRENDERGAST.

C. L. ABBOTT

C. C. GALLAWAY,

0. N. HOLLINGSWORTH.

FHon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repr
sentatives :

The undersigned, chairman of the Committee on Prir
leges and Elections, having heard the testimony in tl
case, fully concurs with the majority. He was prevent
by the sickness of his son in making it out as ordered
the committee, and the gentleman from Brazos kin¢
consented to act in his stead. '

D. M. SHORT,

Chairman Committee on Privileges and Electio
* The following minority report Was also submitted :

Hon. 3. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Re
sentatives :
Sir: The undersigned, a minority of your commi
- on Privileges and Eizctions, which has for the past
weeks had under consideration the contested elects
from the Fifteenth Senatorial District, dissenting from
majority of the committee, beg leave to submit t.1eir vi
of the case to the House of Representatives, and
country; the case being one of extraordinary importa
nvolving the right of three members now occupying s
25 1y

sic
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in the House, to do so, as lawful representatives of the
people. .

It has received the patient attention of the committee,
and we are proud to say has been considered in the light
of truth a,ng justice, wholly divested of party prejudice.

‘We respectfully submit:

1. That the entire vote of the county of San Jacinto
was cast in the Fifteenth Senatorial District, while in fact
that county was created since the conmstitutional appor-
tionment, and nineteen-twentieths of which was taken
from the territory of the First Senatorial District and
was never attached by any law to the Fifteenth District;
in fact, it could not be until a new apportionment, as such
would be in violation of the Constitution. By this single
wrong the contestants in this case, Messrs, Ilmore, Inn-
ham and Goree, were defrauded to the extent of one
hundred and three votes. So much for San Jacinto
county.

2. Walker county shows, by the testimony of B. W.
Walker, Federal supervisor, an unimpeachable witness,
that, in contravention of law, registration was continued
in Walker county during the election, and that (76) sev-
enty-six persons registered during said election, sixty of
whom have been proved to have voted for the sitting
members, together with six persons from the penitentiary.
The witness states that he kept a memoranda of names,
dates-and color, from which he testified.

Col. A. F. M’cKinney testifies to twenty other ex-con-

—viets—voting, footing up (79) seventy-nine illegal votes.
(See article 6, section 1, of the Constitution of Texas.)

Judge J. M. Maxey’s testimony is, that intimation ex-
isted, and had existed for the last several yearsin Wal-
ker county, and to such an extent that colored men .
were afraid to exercise the elective franchise for any
others than the Republican candidates, believing moboc-
racy to be fatal to colored Democracy.

Mr. M. H. Goddin, a witness for contestee, a resident
of Huntsville, swears that intimidation prevailed for
three months before, and up to the last election.

Col. A. T. McKinney of Huntsville further swears, that
on the day of election there was intimiddtion, and that
the armed police did take Democratic tickets out of the
hands of colored men who desired to vote them, tear them
up and give them Republican tickets, and vote them, in
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violation of the Constitution and general election laws of
-the State of Texas. (See official returns sitting aside
Presidio and El Paso counties; also Webb and others.)
3. In Madison county, contestants show by the testi- -
mony of M. Y. Randolph, Federal supervisor of the elec-
tion board for Madison county, that the regularly ap-
pointed board of officers of election for that county dig,
all save one, absent themselves, and positively fail and
refuse to open the polls for election in the fown of Madi-
sonville, in Madison county, on the first day of the gene-
ral election, and that a new board was chosen and ap-
pointed by the district clerk, sheriff, and the remainin
number of the old board ; who did, abont noon, procee
to open the polls and receive votes, and that day one hun-
dre(f and fifty votes were polled for the contestants; and
that they telegraphed the Governor of the refusal of the
regularly appointed board to serve, and the Governor
responded back that his appointees should hold the elec-
tion. On Wednesday, the second day of the election,
they did return and open the polls, throwing out all the
votes cast on the previous day, which was one hundred
- and fifty; some of whom did return and vote again, though
many did not, thereby being deprived of the right of suf-
frage. Whereupon the undersigned minority, being of
opinion that said election was nof held in conformity with
either the spirit or intent of the law, and should be, in
"behalf of the people, declared void and remanded back.
4. In the county of Grimes contestants have shown, by
the testimony of Mr. W. R. Thomas, Federal supervisor,’
and Mr. L. McDaniel, inspector, and Mr. E. A. Cabeen,
presiding officer of the election, that the whole ballots of
the county were spread out upon a table, and the red
check-back tickets separated from the whites and counted,
in violation of the protest of said Thomas and Cabeen,
saying they did it to gratify the curiosity of the masses
who were clamoring for the result of the vote, and it was
said the probable result could be arrived at by separating
and counting the numbers belonging to each color, as the
two politica Earties voted diffexent colored tickets, after
which the tickets were again put back in the box, and the
regular counting resnmed, and upon finishing the count
it was ascertained that there were eighty-three more bal-
lots counted from the box than there were names on the
clerk’s rolls or poll books; and that, after trying to re-
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concile the difference, and failing to do so, Mr. E. W.
Bradey, the registrar, tproposed to lock the box up in the
clerk’s office, and meef at 8 P. M., and renew their efforts
to correct the discrepancy. Mr. Cabeen went at the ap-.
pointed hour, but no one met him. He waited a reason-
able time, and, no one coming, he went home.

The next morning, Tuesday, after the election, Mr. Ca-
been returned to the court house at the wusual hour,.
where he found the registrar, Mr. Bradey, Orange Smith,
one of the judges, Mr. Shaw, one of the clerks, and Mxr.
Rodey, who held no official position, counting the ballots,
whereupon, he, Cabeen, présiding officer of the election,
protested against such proceedings, declaring thathe wonld
retire from the election board ; and did so, going home.
He was asked to si%)n the returns, but refused to do so,
saying he would not be a.party to such afraud, and that he
would not have anything more to do with the election.

He took a memoranda of the votes cast and properly
counted, for a portion of the county and district candi-
dates, and, from this memoranda in his own handwriting,
Myr. Inham, one of the contestants, had received (1137)
cleven hundred and thirty-seven votes, while we find the

ublished list from the Secretary of the State to be only
})10'7'7) ten hundred and seventy-seven ; and we find 1187
votes for Inham corroborated by Mr. Bradey’s report,
immediately after the first and only official count, pub-
lished in the Navasota 7'ablef, a newspaper, published in
the town of Navasota. He further shows, by his mem-
oranda book, that while the printed report decreases the
vote of the contestants, it increases the vote of the con-
testees at equal and even ratio rate.

5. We further find, upon our investigation, that the
reputed election returns upon which mem%ers claim their
seats, doesnot appear or purportto have been made at the
county seat of Grimes county, as is required by law ; but
it purports to have been manufactured at a railroad de-
pot called Navasota, on the Central Railroad. In fact,
the undersigned minority of your committee could not be
satisfied from all the record testimony that they have
seen, outside of Cabeen’s memoranda book, that there
had ever been an election held in Grimes county. The
roll of names presented as being the poll list of Grimes
county, is without place, date, caption, signature or cer-
tificate, and so persistently urged upon your committee
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as a proper poll book of Grimes county, was but an in-
sult to the intelligence of the undersigned minority mak-
ing this report ; and since it has been amply proven to
your committee that a majority of the clerks and judges
of said election board were good, efficient business men
it is suspiciously strau]gle that there should be but one
reputed signature, which was a cross mark authenticatin

the legality and validity of over 2500 voters; though 1

is in proof that Mr. Bradey called on Mr. Cabeen the
second time to sign the returns, thereby showing that he
(Mr. Bradey) knew the law required it. But Mr. Cabeen
again refused, saying that he would not be a party to
such a fraud. With these facts before our eyes, and sus-
tained by the twelfth and thirty-third sections of the
general election law, we, like Mr. Cabeen, will not be a
party to such a fraud.

In conclusion, we say, in view of the multiplicity of
irregularities, informalities and illegalities in the whole
premises, and being of the opinion that while our statutes
are ignored by legal authorities, legislation is an abortion
and but a by-word. Though in dissenting from a ma-
jority of your committee, we do so without prejudice,

ut believing that, with the examples set by our Gov-
ernor, Attorney Gteneral and Secretary of State, in their
strict adherence to the letter of the law, in their compiled
returns of the late general election, it would be derelic-
tion of duty were we to treat the importance of this sub-
ject lightly ; and in further consideration of the injustice
that might be done by the seating or unseating of either
party ; and with the mountain of frand and corruption
that envelopes the entire premises, the whole of which
we beg leave to submit, and recommend that the elec-
tions throughout the Wifteenth Senatorial District, for
Representatives to the Thirteenth Legislature, was illegal

“and void, and that the same be so declared, and remanded
back to the people. All of which is respectfully sub-

mitted. ,

A. 8. THURMOND,

H. A. GILPIN,

ASHLEY N. DENTON.

Resolved by the Fouse of Representatives of the Thi,

Leenth Legislature of the State of Texas, That there be
ing no lawfully elected Representativesfrom the Fifteenth
Senatorial District. composed of the counties of Grimes
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Walker and Madison, the seats from said district ave
hereby declared to be vacant, subject to be filled by a
special election, to be held according to law.

.On motion, the further consideration of the reports was

ostponed until the matter upon which the House ad-
journed on yesterday should be disposed of.

By special leave, Mr. Killough offered the accounts for
the funeral and burial expenses of Hon. Louis Frankee.
Referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.

‘A communication from the Superintendent of Public
Instrunetion, J. C. DeGress, was received and read.

On motion of Mr. Taxlor, Mr. Booty being in the chair,
Judiciary Committee No. 1 was granted leave to report,
and submitted the following :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Siz:  Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was re-
ferred Honse bill No. 15, entitled ‘“ An act to authorize
the citizens of Marion county and of the city of Jeffer-
son to construct a free bridge across Big Cypress bayou,”
have had the same under consideration, ard instruet me
to report a substitute for the bill and recommend its pas-
sage. SMITH, Chairman.

The bill having been read, the substitute offered by the
committee was read and adopted.

On motion of Mr. Taylor the rules were suspended, the
bill read a third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Sayers, Judiciary Committee No. 1
was granted leave to report, and submitted the follow-
ing:

Hon. M. D. K. Toylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives: .

Sin:  Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was refer-
red the peiition of the citizens of Gonzales county, have
considered the same, and have instructed me to report a
bill entitled * An-act to authorize the county of Gonzales
to build a biidge aeross the Gunadalupe river at or near
the town of Gonzales,”' and to recommend that the same
do pass. SMITH, Chairman.

l&e bill was read by caption ; the rules suspended, read
a second time and ordered engrossed. :

On motion, the rules were further suspended, the bill
read a third time and passed.

The discussion of the bill for the relief of the East
Texas Railway Company was then resumed.
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. Mr. Hollingsworth moved the previous guestion, whic

being seconded was put and carried by a rising vote «
37 to 31. :

The main guestion was then put and passed to a thi
reading.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas, the Senate messag
announcing its adhering to its amendment to the Hou
clection bill, and the raising of a conference committ:
upon the question, was taken up, and the Speaker »
quested, by vote of the House, to appoint a like cor
mittee on the part of the House.

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Brown of Dallas, Smi
of Colorado, Armstrong, Powers and Green. :

Mr. Manning offered the following resolution: -

Resolved, That the House of ﬁepresentatjveé, afi
regular sesgion, meet again at half-past three, for the pt
pose of disposing of bills on the Speaker’s table.

Laid over under the rules.

On motion of Mr. Anderson of McLennan, the v«
%a,ssing the bill for the relief of the East Texas Railw

ompany, was reconsidered. .

The guestion then being upon the adoption of the fi
amendment of Mr. Smith of Colorado, to the amendm
offered by Mr. Anderson of McLennan, the first ames
ment was adopted.

The second amendment offered by Mr. Smith of Cc
rado, was then put with the following result:

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bledsoe, Broaddus, Carn
Davenport, Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Ghent, Gille
Harrison, Hester, Ireland, Kemble, Kleberg, Leyendeck
Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Rosborough, Russ
Sayers, Smith of Co orado, Storey, Tom, Westfall ¢
Wood—27. v

" Nays—>Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allen, Allison, .
derson of Montgomery, Anderson of McLennan, A
strong, Berends, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux, Browr
Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Chambers, Cunningham, T
Ford, Gaston, Gilpin, Green, Hoffman, Hollingswo
Joseph, Killough, Lane, Mabry, Manning, McDon
Michael, Moore, Nelson, Payne, Phelps, fowers, R
Roberts, Salter, Shelton, Short, Smith of Houston, T
mond, Tilson, Tivy, Trolinger, Veale, Washington, W:
Williams and Winklexr—30.

The amendment was declared lost.

sic



392 Housnt Jourxar. [Mch. 19, 1873

Mr. Anderson of McLennan offered the following
amendment to his amendment offered yesterday : :

As provided by the general laws regulating and con-
troling the railroads of the State.

The Committee on Engrossed Bills submitted the fol-
lowing report: :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
- sentatives :

Sie: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined House bill No. 15, to be entitled *“ An act -
to authorize the building of a free bridge across Big
Cypress, in the corporateriimits of the city of Jefferson.’”.
a-n& find the same correctly engrossed.

BOOTY, Chairman.

The Committee on Enrolled Bills reported as follows :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Sie: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully
examined Hougse bill No. 283, <“An act to set apart one-
half of the public domain for the support and maintenance
of public schools;”” and find the same correctly enrolled.
and have presented the same this day, at 10:30 o'clock,
to the Governor for his signature.

: y WOOD, for Committee.

Mr. Ghent moved to abjourn until 9:30 A. M., which
was carried by a rising vote of thirty-seven to thirty-six:
Mr. Speaker casting'‘the decisive vote.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ¢
Avustin, Trxas, March 19, 1873,
]

House met pursuant to adjomrnment. Prayer by the

chaplain. Roll called; quorum present.
1e following gentlemen were absent: Bledsoe, Ellett

and Veale. '
%n motion the reading of the journal was dispensed
with.

Special leave being granted, Mr. Ireland offered the
following concurrent resolution : _

Wiierzas, the committee charged with the duty of in-
vestigating the books and accounts of the Comptroller’s
and Treasvuer's offices have an onerous duty to perform,
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and it being important that said commitiee shounld employ
good accountants, and men whose work will carry with it
the conviction of correctness; therefore,

Resolved, That the Senate and House of Representa-
tives reposing full faith in the judgment of the committee,
will endorse any action of theirs In employing the requir-
ed assistance. ‘

Adopted.

Special leave having been granted, Mr. Winkler, chair-
man Committee on Internal fmprovements, reported back
with amendments House Bill No. 47, a bill to be enfitled
“An act to amend the second and thirteenth sections of
an ach entitled an act to incorporate the Rockport, Fulton,
Laredo and Mexican Pacific Railroad Company, approved
November 11, A. D. 1871, and recommem{z‘d its pas-
sage.

a:aAlso a response to the House resolution of inguiry in
regard to the sale of the Houston Tap and Brazoria Rail-
way, transmitting communications received from the Gov-
ernor relating to that matter. .

Also the report of that committee recommending the
passage, with amendments, of Senate bill No. 7; ¢« An act
o incorporate the Colorado, Austin and Lampasas Rail-
way Company,” all of which reports were, on motion,
passed to the order of the day.

On motion of Mr. Anderson of McLennan the bill for
the relief of the BEast Texas Railway Company was laid
on the table. ' '

Leave being granted for that purpose, Mr. Smith of
Colorado introduced a bili for the relief of the Eastern
Texas Railway Company, which was read and passed to
the second reading.

On motion the rales were suspended and the bill order-
ed engrossed.

On motion the 1ules were furthey suspex{ded, the bil
read a third time and passed.

By special leave Judiciary Commitiee No. 2 reported as
follows :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor. Speaker of the Howse of° Repre-
sentatives ;

St : Judiciary Committee No. 2, having considered an
act entitled ¢ An act to anthorize the County Court of Me-
Lennan connty to levy a special tax for the purpose of
building a court house and jail, and to proviue for the
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safe keeping and disbursement of the revenue arising
therefrom,” instruet me to report the same back and
recommend the adoption of the substitute accompanying

this report. :
J. M. ANDERSON, Chairman pro fem.

The bill having been read, the substitute was read and
adopted and ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time and passed.

Mr. Mills moved to take up all bills on their third
reading on the Speaker’s table.” Carried.

House bill No. 16 ¢* An act to amend the first section of
an act entitled an act to amend the seventy-first and
ninety-second sections of an act to regunlate proceedings
in the Distriet Court, apgroved May 13, 1846, was taken
np, read a third time and passed.

House bill No. 23, ““An act to create and provide for
the organization of the county of Gregg,” was taken up.

The third reading of the bill having been dispensed
with, Mr. Morris moved to recommit the bill to Judiciary
Committee No. 1. '

Mr. Mills moved the previous question, which, being
seconded, was put and carried.

The bill being put on its final passage, was lost by the
following vote : '

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Anderson of Mec-
Lennan, Bewley, Broaddus, Brown of Upshur, Brown
of Dallag, Carroll, Cunningham, Day, Denton, Doyle,
Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Green, Hoffman, Hollingsworth,
Joseph, Kemble, Layne, Leyendecker, Mabry, l\ianninﬁ,.
McDonald, Michael, Nelson, Phelps, Robb, Russell,
Salter, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Walker

and Winkler—38..

- Nays—Messrs. Allison, Anderson of Montgomery, Arm-
strong, Berends, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux, Davenport,
Eastland, Gilpin, Hester, Ireland, Killough, Kleberg,
Mills, Moore, Morris, Payne, Powers, Prendergast,
Rainey, Roberts, Rosborough, Sayers, Shelton, Smith
of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Trolinger, Watts, West-
fall, Wilder, Williams and ‘'Wood—33.

House bill No. 79, “An act for the relief of the assignee
of Antonio Manchaca,” was read a third time and
passed. '

House bill No. 142, *‘An act to enlarge the area of Men-
ard county,” was read a third time and passed.
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House hiliNo. 149, ¢ An act to amend an act entitled
an act ineorporating the Galveston Artillery Company,
a.pproged' January 30, 1841, was read a third time and

assed.

P House bill No, 156, ‘ An act to validate the smrvey of
John B.Dillard, and authorize patent to issue on the same,”’
was read a third time and laid on the table.

House bill No. 203, ‘“ An act to establish a ferry across
the Trinity river at Prewitt's old mill,” was read a third
time and passed.

House bill No. 196, “An act to amend anact entitled
-an act to incorporate the city of Calvert, in Robertson.
county, agproved April 12, 1871, was vead third time
and passed. .

A message from the Senate announced the passage by
that body of House bill No. 436, for the relief of the
Eastern Texas Railway company.

House bill No. 309, ‘* An act to repeal the third, twenty-
sixth and twenty-seventh sections, and to amend the first
and eighthsections of an act entitled an act to provide
for the enrollment of the militia, the organization and
discipline of the State gnards, and forthe ]Eyub]ic defense,
approved June 24, 1870, and to repeal the first section
of an act to amend an act to provide for the enrollment
of the militia, the orglganiza-tion and discipline of the State
guards, and for public defense, approved Juns 24, 1870,
approved April 12, 1871.”

ousebill No. 299, a bill to be entitled - An act rein-
corporating the town of Liberty.”

ouse bill No. 374, an act to be entitled *“An act
amenda,torﬁr of an act to re-incorporate the city of Nava-
sota,”” with amendment by the Senate. )

Senate bill No. 191, “ An act making an appropriation
for the per diem pay of the members, and tile per diem
pay of the officers and employés of the Thirteenth Leg-
iglatare of the State of Texas.” X

House bill No. 220, “ Anact to regunlate the compensa-
gon of county treagunrers,’”’ was taken up and read athird
ime. ~

Mr. Mills moved to strike ount %600’ and insert
“$1200.°

Mr. Ireland moved to re-vefer the bill to Judiciary Com-
mittee No. 1.

Mr. Mills moved to ve-commit the bill to a special com-
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11}it1t;e«? of tive to be appointed by the Speaker, which car-
ried.

The Speaker appointed the follwing gentlemen on said
-committee : Messrs. Ireland, chairmru; Mills, Brown of
Dallas, Prendergast and Bordeanx.

On motion Messrs. Smith of Colorado, and Green weye
.added to the committee.

House bill No. 224, “An act {o incorporate the State
Bank: of Texas, Galveston,” was read a third time and
passed.

House bill No. 237, < An act to authorize the Governor
toappoint a registrar and boards of appeal and revision
in certain unorganized counties therein named,” was
read a third time and passed.

House bill No. 283, ““ An act to aunthorize the levy of
writs of execution, attachmentand sequestration on neat
cattle as they run in the range.”” was read a third time
-and passed. .

House bill No. 244, “An act {o authorize the County
Court of Kinney county to levy and collect a special tax
for the term of six years, to build a court house and jail
at the county seat of said county,” was read a third time
and passed. : :

House bill No. 287, “An act anthorizing the County
Court of Bosgue county to levy a tax for the purpose of
building a court honse and jail,”” was read a third time

-and passed.

House bill No, 275, a bill to be entitled ““An act sup-

lemental to and amendatory of an act entitled an act to
incorporate the Odd Fellows Hall and Building Associa-
tion, of Bryan, Texas, approved December 1, 1871, was
read a third time and passed.

House bill No. 337, ‘““An act for the relief of the Hon.
Nat. M. Burford,”” was read a third timie and passed by
the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allen, Alli-
son, Anderson of McLennan, Armstrong, Bewley, Bled-
soe, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown of Upshur,
Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Canningham, Ba,ven-

ort, Day, Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Ford, Gaston, Ghent,
Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Harrisoh, Hester, Hoffman, Hol-
lingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg,
Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, ﬁﬂls, Moore,
Morris, Nelson, Payne. Phelps. Powers, Prendergast,
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Rainey, Rimes, Roberts, Rosborough, Russell, Salter,
Sayers, Shelton, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston,.
Storey, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Veale, Venters,
Walker, Washington, Watts, Westfall, Wilder, Wil-
liams and Winkler—73.

Nay—Mzr. Anderson of Montgomery.

The Committee on Enrolled Bills submitted the follow-
ing veport :

H%n. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Your Committee on Envolled Bills have carefully
examined the following bill, No. 436, ““An act for the-
relief of the Eastern Texas Railroad Company,” and
find the same correctly enrolled, and have presented the
same to the Governor, at 11:25 o’clock A. M. to-day, for
his approval.

WOOD, Chairman.

The special order, being the joint resolution ratifying an
amendment to section six of article ten of the Constitu-
tion of the State of Texas, proposed by joint resolution
of the Legislature of the State of Texas, passed May 17,
1871, was taken up and read a third time.

Mr. Sayers moved a call of the House, which was sus-
tained. ' .

The following gentlemen were absent: Allen, Berends.
and Michael.

The sergeant-at-arms was dispatched for the absent
members.

On motion the call of the House was suspended. |

A message was received from his\Excellency the Gov-
ernor, announcing his approval of House bill No. 283,
* An act setting apart one-half of the public domain for-
the maintenance and support of public schools.”

The call being renewed the absent members were re-
ported to have come in.

The yeas and nays being called, the joint resolution-
passed by the following vote : :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allen, Al-
lison, Anderson of Montgomery, Anderson of McLen-
nan, Berends, Bewley, Blé%lsoe, ooty, Broaddus, Brown:
of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Chambers, Cunningham,
Day, Eastland, Ellet{, Ford, Gaston, Gilpin, een,.
Harrison, Hoffiman, Hollingsworth, Joseph, Killough,.
Kleberg, Lane, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Michael,.
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Mills, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Phelps, Powers, Rainey,
Robb, Roberts, Salter, Sayers, Sheﬁon, Smith of Color-
ado, Smith of Houston, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Trolin-
ger, Venters, Walker, Washington, Watts, Wilder, Wil-
fim‘ns, Winkler and Wood—60.

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Davenport, Denton, Doyle,
Ghent, Gilleite, Hester, Ireland, Kemble, Leyendecker,
Payne, Prendergast, Rimes, Rosborough, Russell, Sto-
rey, Tom, Veale and Westfall—19.

r. Bordeaunx announced he and Mr. Van Zandt had
paired off with Mr. Short.

Mr. Carroll announced lie had paired with Mr. Shaw.

By special leave the Committee on Roads, Bridges and
Ferries submitted the following report : :
Hon. M. D. Il. Taylor. Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentalives :

Sik: Your Commitier on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referved THouse bill No. 3’7@, to be entitled
“An act to authorize James P. Dumas and such other
persons as he may associate with him, and their succes-
sors, to construct, own and keep a toll bridge on, over,
and across Choctaw Bayou, in Grayson county, Texas,”
have had the bill under consideration, and have instructed
me to report it back to the House and recommend its

passage.
4. M. HARRISON, Chairman.

The hill having been read a second time, Mr. Ireland
moved to strike out that clause which relates to the erec-
tion of another bridge within a given distance.

Mr. Bordeaux moved to lay that motion on the table.
Carried. »

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill read a
third time by caption and passed.

Further report from same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : \

Sir: Your Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred a bill to be entitled *‘An act to aun-
thorize the County Court of Gillespie county to levy a tax
for repairing roads in said county,’”’ have had the same
under consi%lera.tion, and the committee have instructed
me to report the bill back to the House and recommend

its passage. :
HARRISON, Chairman.
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The bill was vead the first time; the rules suspended,
read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed.

On motion, the rules were further suspended, the bili
read a third time and passed.

Turther report from same committee :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Specker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sir: Your Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred House bill No. 380, to be entitled
“An act to incorporate the South Sulphur Bridge and
Turnpike Company,”’ have had the same under consider-
ation, and the commitiee have instructed me to report the
same back to the House with the accompanying amend-
ments and ask their adoption and recommend the pas-

sage of the hill.

- HARRISON, Chairman.
Amendment for section six:
That no bridge or ferry for toll shall be established

within three miles above or three miles below said bridge
and turnpike without the consent of the corporate body
herein named ; provided, however, that thig act shall not
be so construed as to prohibit neighborhood crossings
within three miles of sa,i% bridge and turnpike.

Amend section eight by striking out ““twenty”” and
ingerting ¢‘ fifteen ™ years.

The amendments were adopted ; the bill read a second
time and ordered engrossed.

Mr. Mills moved to suspend the rules and take up Sen-
ate bills and House bills on their second reading, on the
Speaker’s table.

The Honse refused to suspend the rules.

On motion of Mr. Prendergast, the Cowmmittee on
Town and City Corporations were granted leave to re-

ort, and submitted the following :
‘Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : ,

Sir: Your Committee on Town and City Corpora-
tions, to whom was referred a memorial for an act to in-
corporate the town of Mexia, in the county of Lime-
gtone, beg leave to report to the House the accompanying
bill incorporating the town of Mexia, and recommen

that the same do pass.
WOOD, Chairman.

The bill was read first time ; the rules suspended,.read
second time and ordered engrossed.
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On motion, the rules were further suspended, the bill
read a third time and passed. »

L Myr. Mills moved to adjourn until 10 A. M., to-morrow.
. Lost.

- On motion of Mr. Hester, Judiciary Committee No. 1
wag granted leave to report, and submitied the following :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : .

Sir:  Judiciary Commitiee No. 1, to whom was referved
House bill No. 354, to levy a special tax in Lavaca county
to build a court honse, have considered the same, and
have instructed me to report the bill hack, with amend-
ments, and to recommend that the bill pass, with the said
amendments, herewith rtzported.

FEO. W. SMITH, Chairman.

The bill, being a bill to be entitled ‘‘An act to authorize
the County Cowrt of Lavaca county to levy a special tax
for the purpose of building a court house, and appro-
priating money for that purpose,” was read the second
time.

The following amendments offered by the committee
were adopted : . :

First-—Insert at the beginning of the bill as follows, to-
wit: ““An act to levy and collect a special tax in Lavaca
county to build a court house for said county.”

Second—=Strike out the tenth line and insert in lieun
thereof as follows, to-wit: ‘‘and a poll tax of fifty cents

- on each male person.”’

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion the rules were suspended, the hill read a
third time and passed. - :

A message from the Senate announced the passage, by
that body, of Senate bill No. 158, ‘‘An act amendatory
of an act entitled an act incorporating the city of San
Antonio, and other towns therein named, approved
December 14, 1837, and also amendatory of an act enti-
tled an act to amend an act incorporating the town of
Bastrop, apg)roved February 1, 1845.”

Also, of Senate bill No. 179, ““An aet making appro-
priation for the payment of the expenses of the several
contested election cases and special investigations before
the present Legislature.”

On motion of Mr. Storey, the speecial commitiee, to
whom was veferred the bill for the protection of the faym-





