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Said railroad shall not cross the Trinity river below
-what is known as Spanish Bluff, in the county of
Houston ; and from the point at which said road may
cross the Trinity river, at or about Spanish Bluff, said
road shall run westwardly so as not to run south of Leon
Prairie, in the county of Leon, and shall not cross the
Navasota river at a point below or south of the San An-
tonio crossing, on said stream, said San Antonio crossin%v
being at the southwest corner of the county of Leon.
The amendment was adopted.

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Wood, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed by the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, .Abbott, Adriance, Allison,
Anderson, Armstrong, Berends, Bledsoe, Brown of Up-
_shur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Cunningham, Davenport,
Day, Denton, Eastland, Ford, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette.
Gilgin, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hollingsworth, Ire-
land, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Mabry,
Manning, McDonald, Morris, Nelson, Noeggrath, Payne,
Phelps, Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb,
Roberts, Rosborough, Russell, - Sabin, Saller, Sayers,
Schmidt, Shaw, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith ef
Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Wash-
i‘n 01&, Watts, Westfall, Wilder, Williams, Winkler and

ood—~67.

Nays—Leyendecker and Moore—2. :

The special order was announced, being House bill No
920, ‘“ An act to authorize the city of Austin to become a
stockholder in any company or corporation, for the pur-
pose of supplying said city with water and gas.”

The special committee upon the bill submitted the fol-
lowing amendments, which were adopted :

1. Add to section one: *‘ Provided, that this act shall
not take effect until it shall be voted upon at an election
to be held in said city on the .. day of .., 1873, at ....
The managers of said election shall be appointed by the
council of the city, who shall hold the election and make
returns thereof to the said council as prescribed by the
general law governing elections, so far as applicable.
Those voting for the Taw shall write on their ballots the
words, ‘I favor the law,” or if opposed to it, ‘I oppose
the law,’. or other words of like import. None but regis-
tered voters, resident in the city sixty days before the
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election; shall be allowed to vote at said election. The
council shall call a meeting within ten days after said
election, and make out and record the returns of the elec- -
tion in their minutes, and if it appears that a majority of
those voting favor the law, the council will so decree and
enter on their minutes, and from that day this law shall
take effect. But if it appears that a majority of those
voting are opposed to the law, they will so declare and en-
ter the same upon their minutes, and in that event this
act shall not take effect.”

2. Addtosection three: ¢ Provided, that the com-

any is hereby required to furnish to the city of Austin,
free of charge, in iron or other metalic pipes, of not less
than five inches in diameter, and at least one pipe to each
street, so far as houses may be constructed on the same,
all the water necessary to the fire department, market
house and city hall. Said company is hereby required
to construct and furnish two hydrants to each improved
block in the city, at such points as may be designated by
the council of the city, and said company shall not
charge private companies or individuals more than five
cents per barrel for water, each barrel to contain forty
gallons.” '

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Westfall, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed. .

Mr. Winkler called up House bill No. 837, to incorpo-
rate the San Marcos, (guadalupe ‘and Galveston Canal
Company. :

The Committee on Internal Improvements recommended
the passage of the bill.

The bill was taken up by sections.

Mr. Sabin moved to amend section one by inserting the -
names - of John N. Camp and A. H. Casteel, which
carried. :

On motion of Mr. Hollingsworth, the names of M. 8.
Munson and Joseph Bates were added in same section.

Mr. Payne offered the following amendment, which was
adopted: After the word ‘‘county,’’ in line nine, section
six, strike out ‘‘thence to Lavaca bay,”’ and insert in lieun
thereof ‘¢ thence to Green Lake, thence to Powderhorn
Lake, thence to Matogorda Bay.” '

Mr. Sabin moved to amend section six by adding the
following proviso: ‘¢ Provided, that nothing in this act



May 21, 1873.] Housk JOURNAL. . 1108

contained shall in any way interfere with or impede any
right of way that may now or hereafter be granted to the
United States of America for the establishment of a coast-
wise canal along the coast of Texas.”” The amendment
was adopted. _ :

"On motion of Mr. Hollingsworth, section thirteen was
amended by striking out ‘“five” in line five, and insert-
ing in lieu thereof ‘‘ten.” '

n motion of Mr. Hollingsworth, the time for which
the corporation shall exist was fixed at fifty years.

On motion of Mr. Adriance, the names of Samuel W.
Figher, Galen Hodges, D. E. E. Braman and W. A.
Price were added to the list of incorporators.

Mr. Russell in the chair.

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Hollingsworth, the rules were sus-
:pend.e%é the bill read third time and passed by the follow-
ing vote :

eas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allison,
Anderson, Armstrong, Berends, Brown of Upshur, Brown
of Dallas, .Chambers, Cunningham, Davenport, Day,
Denton, Eastland, Ford, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin, Green,
Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Kil-
lough, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning, McDonald,
Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne, Powers, Prendergast, Rimes,
Robb, Roberts, Sabin, Salter, Sayers, Schmidt, Short,
-Storey, Thurmond, Tivy, Tom, Washington, Waitts,
Wilder, Williams, Winkler and Wood—54.

Nays—Messrs. Bordeaux, Moore, Russell, Scott, Smith
of Colorado, Tilson, Venters and Westfall—8.

Report-from Committee on Engrossed Bills :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

© $Sig: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills beg leave to.
report that they have carefully examined House bill No.
925, ‘“ An act to reserve the right of way for any railroad
company now incorporated by laws of the State of Texas,
or that may hereafter be incorporated by the Legislature
of the State, across or through any land granted to the
Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company,’” and find the
same correctly engrossed.

L. J. STOREY, for Committee.

Mr. Rainey moved to reconsider the vote adopting the

report of the conference committee upon the disagree.
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ment of the two houses upon Senate bill No. 100, to pro-
vide for the merger of the Waco and Northwestern Rail-
road Company, with its properties, rights, privileges, and
franchises, in the Houston and Texas Central Railway
Company.

Mr. Ireland moved a call of the House, which was sus-
tained.

Absent—Messrs. Bewley, Ellett, Ghent, Hester, Phelps.

On motion of Mr. Kleberg, the sergeant-at-arms was
dispatched for the absent members.

Mr. Washington moved to suspend the call. The
House refused.

Mr. Killough moved to snuspend the call. The House
refused.

Mr. Washington moved to adjourn. The House re-
fused.

Mr. Brown of Upshur moved to suspend the call. The
House refused.

Mr. Brown of Upshur moved to adjourn. The House
refused. , ‘ '

On motion of Mr. Storey, the call was suspended.

Mr. Sabin moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the
table, which carried by the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allison,
Anderson, Bordeanx, Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dal-
las, Carroll, Day, Eastland, Ford, (taston, Gilpin, Green,
Harrison, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Joseph, Killough,
Mabry, Moore, Morris, Noeggerath, Robb, Roberts,
Sabin, Salter, Schmidt, Shaw, Smith of Houston, Tivy,
Venters, Washington, Watts, Wilder and Williams—37.

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Berends, Bledsoe, Cham-
bers, Cunningham, Davénport, Denton, Gillette, Hester,
Ireland, Kemble, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker, Manning,
McDonald, Nelson, Payne, Powers, Prendergast, Rainey,
Rimes, Rosborough, Russell, Sayers, Scott, Short, Smith
of Colorado, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tom, Westfall,
Winkler and Wood--35. : ’

Mr. Gillette called up House joint resolution No. 350,
concerning surveyors’ records of Liberty, Hill and Mon-
tagtltledcouuties, qupon which the following report was sub-
mitted :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

S1ir:  Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was
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referred House joint resolution No. 350, concerning sur-
veyors’ records of Liberty county, have considered the
same, and herewith report it;back to the House, together -
with the accompanying substitute, and recommend the-
adoption of the substitute.

DENTON, for Committee.

The substitute of same caption was read and adopted, .
and ordered engrossed. ,

On motion of Mr. Gillette, the rules were suspended;
the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Kemble called up House bill No. 411, making an-
appropriation for C. R. Gibson, upon which the following -
veto message was submitted : ’

ExecuTIvE OFFICE, STATE OoF TEXAS, )

, “ AusTIN, May 8, 1878.

Sir: I am compelled to return to the House of Repre-.
sentatives, where it originated, the act entitled, “An act .
making an appropriation for C. R. Gibson,” because it
appears that it is intended to pay several claims or pre-
tended claims of this.person against the State of Texas,
based npon altogether different grounds. If thus con--
flicts with that provision of the Constitution, article
twelve, section seventeen, which declares that ‘“‘every law-
enacted by the Legislature shall embrace but one object,

" and that shall be expressed in its title.”

On examination of the grounds or items making up-
this claim, I am inclined to believe that the %Lrty has no -
claim against the State for any of them. He certainly
has not for the principal item, which seems to be for tran-
scribing certain records in his county, which records there -
was no law requiring him to transcribe, and for which,
%yen if transeribed, he has no just claim against the -

tate.

Very respectfully,

- . EDMi)JrND J. DAVIS, Governor.
Hox. M. D. K. TAYLOR, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the State of Texas.

Mr. Smith of Colorado moved to refer the bill and mes-
sage to a special committee of three, with instructions to
report. Friday, May 24, during the morning session.

Mr. Green moved to lay that motion on the table. The -
~ House refused to table.

The motion to refer then carried, and the Speaker ap-
pointed the following gentlemen the committee called for -
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by the motion: Messrs. Smith of Colorado, chairman,
K);mble and Sayers. :

Mr. Chambers called up House bill No. 412, ““An act
*or the relief of G.' W, Patterson and son,”’ which wasread
third time.

Mr. Ireland moved to amend by inserting in line six,
.after the word ‘*currency,”’ the words ‘‘npon a warrant
which shall be drawn by the Comptroller of Public Ac-
-counts for said .amount,”> which carried.

The bill then passed by the following vote : ..

Yeas—Messrs. .Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Berends, Bledsoe, Bordeaux, Brown of Dallas, Carroll,
«Chambers, Cunningham, Day, Eastland, Ford, Gaston,
Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hol-
lingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Lane,
Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Moore, Mor-
ris, Nelson, Noe%gerath, Payne, Phelps, Powers, Rainey,
Rimes, Robb, Roberts, Rosborough, Russell, Sayers,
Schmidt, Scott, Shaw, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith
-of Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Ven-
ters. Watts, Westfall, Williams, Winkler and Wood
B2, .

Nay—Mr. Day—1.

The Committee on Enrolled Bills submitted the fol-
lowing report :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : .

Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully
examined and compared the following bill, to-wit:

House bill Ne. 113, ¢“An act concerning landlords and
tenants.”

And find the same correctly enrolled, and have this the
twenty-first day of May, at 4:50 o’clock P. M., presented
‘the same to the Governor for his signature.

WOOD, for Committee.

On motion of Mr. Tilson, the House adjourned until
!9 A. M. to-morrow. :
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, )
AvustIN, TExAs, May 22, 1873. |

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quorum present.

Absent—Messys. Abbott, Bordeaux, Ellett, Russell and
Stockbridge.

On motion of Mr. Washington, Mr. Wilder was ex-
cused on account of sickness. :

On motion of Mr. Carroll, Mr. Broaddus was indefi-
‘nitely excused on account of sickness.

On motion of Mr. Washington, the reading of the jour-
‘nal was dispensed with.

Mr. Ireland introduced ‘‘An act supplementary to and
:amendatory of an act entitled an act to organize the courts
-of justices of the peace and county courts, and to define
their jurisdiction and duties, passed August 13, 1870.” .
Read first time; rules suspended, read second time and
-ordered engrossed. ,

‘On motion of Mr. Ireland, the rules were further sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed.

. Mr. Nelson introduced ‘‘An act to provide for the safe
keeping and protection of the State House, or so much
‘thereof as may include the public halls and committee
‘rooms used by the members of the Legislature, and all
the furniture and fixtures belonging to the same, and all
‘the books, mags, charts and papers belonging to or apper-
‘taining to the State Library.”” Read first time; rules sus-
pended and read second time.

A message’ from the Senate announced the passage of
“the following bills:

House bill No. 228, ““An act to amend article .... of
-the Code of Criminal Procedure.”

House bill No. 48, ‘““An act regulating juries,”” with
amendments by the Senate.

House bill No. 925, ‘‘ An act to reserve the right of way
for any railroad company now incorporated by the laws
. -of the State of Texas, or that may hereafter be incorpor-
ated by the Legislature of the State, across or through
any lands granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railway
‘Company,’” ete. ‘

Resuming the previous matter, Mr. Morris offered the
following amendment: ‘‘Said agent shall also stay in
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the Capitol each night, or cause some trusty person to
sle}e{p in such building for the purpose of its protection.”
-~ Mr. Short in the chair.

Mr. Winkler moved to refer the bill to the special-com--
mittee upon House bill No. 910, Mr. Russell chairman.
The House refused to refer.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Robb moved to amend so that the person to be
Elaced in charge of the building, etc., should be elected

y joint ballot of both houses of the Legislature. The
House refused to amend. '

Mr. Payne moved to amend the salary regulation by
striking out ‘‘fifteen hundred,” and inserting in lien
thereof ‘‘ twelve hundred,” which carried.

Mr. Ireland moved to amend by adding ‘‘public
grounds and all buildings and property thereon.”
Adopted. ' -

Mr. Killough moved to amend by adding: ‘It shall .
further be his duty to make contraci with any person or
persons to make repairs on the public buildings that is
provided by general appropriation, and he shall superin-
‘tend the same ; provided, nevertheless, the contract shall
be approved by the Governor.”

Mr. Winkler moved to reconsider the.vote by which
““twelve hundred ’’ was substituted for ¢ fifteen hundred.””
The House refused to reconsider.

. Mr. Sayers moved the previous question, which was
seconded, and the main question ordered.

The House then refused to adopt the amendment.

The bill was then ordered engrossed. ,

On_motion of Mr. Sayers, the rules were suspended;
and the bill read third time.

Mzr. Robb offered the following amendment: ““and pre-
vent any of the out buildings being used as a stable or
carriage house.”” Adopted.

Mr. Brown of Upshur moved to amend by striking out
‘“‘eight”” dollars and inserting ‘‘six,”” ‘‘and that there shall
be no more than two persons employed, and they shall
not receive pay for more than ten days per annum.”
The amendment was adopted.

The bill then passed by the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Armstrong,.
Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, Brown of Upshur,
Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Cunningham, Dav-
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-enport, Penton, Eastland, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin, Green,
Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble,
Killough, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning, Moore,
Morris, Nelson, N oegﬁerath, Phelps, Powers, Prender-
gast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roberts, Rosborough, Rus-
sell, Salter, Sayers, Scott, Shaw, Short, Smith of Colo-
rado, Smith of Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tivy, Tom,"
‘Trolinger, Washington, Westfall and Winkler—59.

Nays—Messrs. Bordeaux, Ellett, Ford, Harrison, Kle-
berg, Payne, Sabin, Tilson, Watts and Williams-—10.

The Speaker in the chair.

A message from the Senate announced the passage, by
that body, of the following bills:

House bill No. 858, “An act to authorize the County
Court of Gillespie county to contract a loan by issuing
interest-bearing bonds for the purpose of building a court
house and jail.”’

House bill No. 721, ‘‘An act to regulate the assessment
:and collection of taxes,” with amengments by the Senate.

Senate bill No. 30, ‘‘An act to incorporate the Sherman,
"Wichita and Pan-handle railway, and to grant land to
aid in the construction thereof.” '

~ Senate joint resolution No. 41. ‘‘ Joint resolution pro-
posing amendments to section twenty of article one, bill
of rights ; to section two, section three and section four of
article five; to section twenty-eight, section forty and
section forty-eight of article twelve, general provisions of
the Constitution of the State of Texas.”

Senate bill No. 324, ‘‘ An act to incorporate the Sabine.
and Santa Fé Central Railway Company, and to provide
the aid of the State of Texas in constructing the same.”

Mr. Ireland introduced a bill making a donation relief
for the heirs and prisoners of the Dawson massacre,
A. D. 1842. Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Mr. Storey introduced a bill to provide for the record-
ing of writ of error and appeal bonds, and to give them
ithe force and effect of judgment liens. Read first time;
rules suspended, and read second time.

Mr. Powers moved to refer the bill to Judiciary Com-
mittee No. 1. :

’ l())111 motion of Mr. Wood, that motion was laid on the
table. .

Mr. Wood moved to amend by striking out of the bill
that part relating to appeal bonds.
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On motion of Mr. Sayers, the amendment was*laid on: -
the table. ’ ‘ ' :

Mr. Smith, of Colorado, moved to amend by adding,
““to be enforced by execution or otherwise in case of for-
feiture of the bond.” Adopted.:
~ The bill was ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Storey, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed.

Mzr. Green infroduced a bill to amend ‘“ An act entitled
an act to provide for districting the State of Texas info-
judicial £stricts, apsroved July 2, 1870.” Read first.
time; rules suspended and read second time.

Mr. Smith, of Colorado, moved to refer the bill to Ju-
diciary Committee No. 1. The House refused to refer..

The bill was ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Green, the rules were further sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Green introduced a bill supplemental to ‘‘ An act.
entitled an act to amend the twenty-second section of an
act entitled an act prescribing the times of holding the’
- District Courts in the several judicial districts in the.
State, approved February 6, 1871. Read first time 3
rules sugpended, read second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Green, the rules were further sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Wood called up House bill No. 721, “ An act to
regulate the assessment and collection of taxes.”

n motion of Mr. Wood, the reading of the Senate-
amendments thereto was dispensed with, and the House
refused to concur therein.

Leave being granted, Mr. Carroll offered the following
resolution : .

Resolved, by the House.of Representatives, That a.
special committee of three, of which the Hon. G. W.
Smith shall be chairman, be appointed to confer with a
like committee on the part of the Senate, whose duty it
shall be to take into consideration the financial condition
of the State, and to report by bill or otherwise some -plan
for the relief of the same.

Adopted. '

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Carroll and Morris said
committee. T

Mr. Killough moved to take up House bill Nb. 880,
“‘An act to amend section seven of an act entitled an act.
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to organize the Bureau of Immigration, approved May
‘23, 1871." The House refused. v

Leave being granted, Mr. Winkler introduced a joint
regolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
the State. Referred to the Committee on Constitutional
Amendments.

The special order was then announced, being the mo-
tion to reconsider the vote passing House bill No. 891,
*“ An act to authorize interest on treasury warrants.”

On motion of Mr. Wood, the motion was postponed
until Wednesday, May 28,11 A. M., and made special
order for that hour.

Mr. Booty in the chair.

The second special order was announced, House bill
No. 526, ““An act amendatory of and supplementary to.
an act concerning private corporations, approved Decem-
ber 2, 1871.” - ,

“Mr. Allison moved to suspend the special order and
grant leave to Judiciary Committee No. 1 to make a special
regort. The House refused to postpone.

Mr. Prendergast moved to amend section one hundred
and eighteen, page twenty-four, line ten, by inserting-
after the word s%all > the words *‘ within twelve months-

- after its organization, cause its line of road to be surveyed
and located, and a plat and map thereof to be filed in the:
General Land Office, and shall.”” Adopted. :

Mr. Prendergast moved to amend section one hundred
and twenty, page twenty-five, line four, by inserting after-
the word ‘‘aforesaid’’ the words “and shall not each
‘year thereafter complete and put in eperation at least fif-
teen miles of its road.” Adopted.

Mr. Smith of Colorado moved to amend the same sec-
tion, line twenty-nine, by striking out ‘‘two years’ and
inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘fifteen months.”” Adopted.

Mr. Smith of Colorado moved to amend by adding to:
section one hundred and twenty-one asfollows: ¢ Except.
when any such company may take any benefit under this
act, then it shall be governed by the provisions of this
act.” Adopted.

Mr. Payne moved to amend by adding the following as.
an additional section: ‘‘Sec. 123. The gauge of all

- railroads incorporated, or availing themselves of the pro-
: visi}?ns of this act, shall be four feet eight and one-half
inches.”
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Pending the discussion, a message from the Senate an-
‘nounced the passage, by that body, of Senate bill No.
1 218, ““‘An act to establish and maintain a system of pub-
lic free schools in the State of Texas,”’ by a two-thirds
‘vote, notwithstanding the objections of his Excellency the
~(overnor.

Also, that the Senate had appointed a committee of
three, congisting of Senators Fountain, Henry and Fin-
dlay, to confer with a like committee on the part of the

House, consisting of Messrs. Smith of Colorado, Carroll
~and Morris, to take into consideration the financial condi-
‘tion of the State, and to report by bill, or otherwise, some
plan for the relief of the same. _ :

Resuming the discussion, Mr. Carroll offered the fol-
lowing substitute for the amendment¢ ¢ That any rail-
:road company that may hereafter be chartered by the
Legislature of this State, or any railroad company
-that may hereafter be chartered or organized under
“the provisions of the general laws of this State, that
e~sha]f hereafter construct, complete and put in good
~substantial running order a section of ten or more
miles of its railroad within the limits of this State,
.shall be entitled to receive from the State a donation of
land as hereinafter provided—that is to say, every such
railroad company constructing, completing and putting
in food substantial running order a section of ten or more
miles of its railroad in this State, shall, if the width of
“the track or gauge of such railroad is four feet eight and
-one-half inches or more, be entitled to receive from the
State, as hereinafter provided, sixteen sections of land, of
.8ix hundred and forty acres each, for each and every mile
-of railroad completed in accordance with its charter and
“the laws of this State ; but if the width of the track or
. gaunge of such railroad shall be less than four feet eight
.and one-half inches, then such company shall be entitled
to receive from the State, as hereinalter provided, ten sec-
‘tions of land of six hundred and forty acres each, for
-each and every mile of railroad completed in accordance
with its charter and the laws of this State.”” The substi-
“tute was adopted. _ ST

On motion of Mr. Kemble, the pending matter was
postponed temporarily, and Senate bill No. 218, ¢‘ An act
10 maintain and astablish a system of public free schools
in the State of Texas," was taken up.
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- The following veto message of his Excellency the Gov-
ernor was read and ordered spread upon the journals :
» ExrcrTivE OFFICE, STATE OF TEXAS, )
‘ AvusTtiN, May 6, 1873. (
Hon. E. B. Picket, President of the Senate:

Sir: I return to the Senate the act entitled ‘“ Anactto
establish and maintain a'system of public free schools in
the State of Texas,”” and 1 ask that it be reconsidered with
reference to the following, among others, in my opinion,
very serious-objections thereto:

1. The Constitution, article nine, section four, directs
the Legislature to ‘‘establish a uniform system of public
free schools throughout the State ;”” but this act, though
it proposes in its title to establish such ‘‘a systtem,” in
reality does away with all system. It gives, in section
eighteen, authority to the county boards to ‘‘define the
course of study in the public schools in their respective
counties, and direct the class and kind of school books
and apparatus to be used therein,”’” and to ‘‘ prescribe the
duties of the trustees and teachers.”” These powers em-
brace pretty much everything that is essential to a system
of schools, and it is plain tlwt under them, instead of
having one system for the State, we may have as many as
there are organized counties, or, say one hundred and

. thirty-five systems. ;
2. It further strikes at uniformity of system by dis-
pensing with the Board of Education for the State. Such,
_ or a similar board having supervisory control and direc-
. tion of the schools, has been found essential to their uni-
formity and success, in all States, both American and
foreign, where the public schools havereached the greatest
perfection. ,
. A board of education with powers analogous to those
" ereated by the law in force is not a new thing in this
State. It was provided for in the provisional Constitu-
tion of 1866, article ten, section ten.

8. It provides (section twenty-two) that the schools
shall only remain open four months annually. This pro-
vision alone will, if adopted, put an end to the public
schools on a scale of efliciency and permanency in any
respect worthy of our State.

_ Ilt? is obvious that well qualified teachers cannot .be had
:at a reasonable compensation to give their services for so

short a period annually. Persons who devote themselves
71 Hy
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to teaching as a life profession (and if possible such per-
sons only should be employed in teaching) cannot and
will not accept employment of this temporary nature.
As a consequence professional and competent teachers
who remain in the State will be driven to take private
schools, and the public schools, nfow so creditable in their
results, must soon, from inefficiency, lose the respect and
patronage of the people and fall into disuse. Public
schools should be superior to private as a means of edu-
cation. ' : '

In all States where the public system has been suceess-
ful, this result has been brought about mainly by raisin
them to so high a standard that private schools of equa
grade cannot favorably compare with them. Where this
has been the case, private schools have disappeared. But
to secure their favor, it must be made apparent to the

eople that the public schools are worthy of their respect.
Now, in this act, aside from the four months’ limitation,
the whole system looksto a very inferior grade of school;
in fact, it seems to aspire only to that sort. For instance,
in section twenty-five will be seen the qualifications
deemed sufficient for a teacher in a public school. Those
qualifications are even less than are required under the
present system for the third class teachers. Such a pre--
vision would alone bring the system (or rather unsystem)
into contempt. Tt is an admission that all Texas considers
herself capable of ‘is-the establishment, for a few weeks
annually, of primary schools. But even.of these very
limited qualifications for our teachers, the county super-
intendents, whose accomplishments nobody is responsible
for, are to be the judges. What then may be expected ?

4. The expenses attending the county organization
. under this act, and multiplicity of officers it creates,

should be noted. There is to be for each county a county
board of five directors, which for the first year is calcu-
lated to cost each county five hundred and twent}} dol-
lars, or for the whole State upwards of §70,000. These
boards are intended, in a vague and ineffective sort of
way, to take the place of the present supervisors and in-
spectors. They eannot, it is clear, perform the duties of
those officers, but they cost more—the supervisors and:
principals, the latter then doing the duties of the present
inspectors, having cost for the last scholastic year but
$65,810.72. 1t must also be remembered that this was the
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cost of supervisors and principals for ten months, while
the above cost of the county boards is for only four
months. But in addition to these county boards there is
an army of school trustees provided. These cannot be
less than fifteen, and may be many more for each county.
In this respect it is quite remarkable that while the county
boards, which have little or nothing to do, are paid at the
rate of four dollars each per day, the trustees, who, if
they do their duty, will find their time pretty much en-
%aged for the whole scholastic year, are to be paid nothing.

t will be interesting to compare the importance of the
duties to be required of the unpaid trustees, in section
twenty-two and elsewhere, with those required of the
paid county boards. The main business of the latter
seems to be that of keeping the former busily at werk.
It is scarcely necessary to remark, that in no county of
the State will fifteen honest and competent persons be
found willing to attend without pay to the duties re-
quired of these trustees.

5. The act repeals all previous acts, thus repealing the
taxes assessed under those laws. It is true the repealing
section (thirty-six) proposes not to affect the legal hability
of any one for taxes.‘‘claimed to be due’ under those
acts for the year 1871, but the taxes under the act of
April 24, 1871, are nearly or quite altogether due for 1872
and 1873. In the most of the counties the firgt year’s as-
sessment did not go into effect until 1872. Thus it would
happen that in counties where the wealthy have taken ad-
vantage of the law’s delay, the poor and people of mod-
erate means who have paid their school taxes would find
their rich neighbors given, b{ this, an unfair advantage.’
Directencouragement would thus be offered to those who
have evaded their share of the burden, to the great detri-
ment of the sochools and injury of the teachers, whose pay
has been thereby wrongfully withheld. :

The foregoing are sufficient, and perhaps the most vital
defects of the act; but I might point out others that prob-
ably. have been overlooked in the haste of legislation; such
ag the requirements in sections four and five, and else-
where, that the Suﬁerintendent shall give good advice and
instruction to teachers, county superintendents and other
school officers. The Superintendent is required by the
act to do a great deal of this ; enough (when we consider

-that the teachers and officers to be advised and instructed
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will probably number six or eight thousand), to employ
actively a score or two of clerks, but he is limited to the
agsistance of one clerk only. It may be said, however,
that no great harm can occur, even if the Superintendent
does not engage in this expensive correspondence, as he is
made a sort of figure head by this act ; none of those to
whom he offers his advice and instructions need, for any-
thing in the contrary, vouchsafe the least respect to his
wishes or opinions. :

In conclusion, I ask to be permitted to refer, with .all
respect, to a remark contained inmy message at the open-
ing of the session. On the subject of public schools it
was there said: ¢ While, then, we have'an evidence which
has so clearly demonstrated its practical efficiency for the
purpose in view at its foundation, I respectfully suggest
. that it had better not be torn down to make way for the
experiments of some theorist.”” Ihad then in view the

ossibility now realized in this act of legislation. We
Eave had a system under way for two ffears, and the peo-

le have become accustomed to it. It should therefore
be amended, if amendments are necessary; and in that
message I snggested some which I thought might properly
be made. But it is not sound policy to destroy it and
substitute something entirely new and untried. The
worst system or law for any people is a changeable one.
This Legislapture proposes totally to ignore the work of
the last, and establish something of its own special devis-
ing.. The next Le%ilslature may apply the same rule to
the work done by this, and so to the end. '

ery respectfully,
EDMUND J. DAVIS, Governor.

Mr. Speaker in the chair. :

Mr. Ireland moved the previous question, which was
seconded, and the main question ordered,

The bill then passed, notwithstanding the objections of
his Excellency the Governor, by the fo%lowing vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Armstrong, Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, ,Bor-
deaux, Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll,
Chambers, Cunningham, Davenport, Day, Denton, East-
land, Ford, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin,
Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Jo-
seph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker,
Manning, McDonald, Morris, Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne,
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Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roshorough,
Russell, Sabin, Salter, Sayers, Schmidt, Scott, Shaw,
Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Storey,
Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Venters, Watts, Westfall,
“Winkler and Wood-—68. ‘
Nays—Messrs. Green, Mabry, Mills, Moore, Phelps
Roberts, Washington and Williams— 8.
19n 1\Ilnotion of Mr. Denton, the House adjourned until
3P M .
AFTERNOON SESSION.

House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called ;
quorum present.

Absent—Messrs. Abbott, Bewley, Booty, Ellett, Hol-
gngsworth, Payne, Powers, Salter, Sayers, Schmidt,

torey.

On);notion of Mr. Carroll, the special order, known as
the Agricultural and Mechanical College bill, was laid en
the table, subject to call.

On motion of Mr. Kemble, the unfinished business of
yesterday evening, being a concurrent resolution in rela-
tion to the scholastic census takers, was resumed. The
resolution was adopted. ' '

On motion of Mr. Ireland, three thousand copies of
Senate bill No. 218, ‘“An act to establish and maintain a
system of public free schools in the State of Texas,” were
ordered printed for general distribution.

Mr. Brown of Dallas moved that Mr. Venters be al-
lowed to call by proxy for Mr. Van Zandt, the latter gen-
tleman being absent on leave, by reason of sickness,
which motion carried.

Mr. Venters for Mr. Van Zandt called np House bill
No. 404, ““An act for the relief of Thomas Williams ;’
also as part of the same subject matter, House bill No.
759, ““An act to authorize the Adjutant General to pay
out certain funds heretofore appropriated for the fron-
tier force of the State,” upon w}l)lich the following report
was submitted :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre
sentatives: =

S1r: Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was
referred House bill No. 404, “An act for the relief of
Thomas Williams," report a substitute for the same, as
also for House bill No. 759, and recommend its passage.
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The object of the bill is simply to anthorize the Adjutant
General to pay over to the parties rightfully entitled to
the same, certain moneys retained in his hands as stop-

ages in the pay of certain persons who served in the

rontier force.
_ VENTERS, for Committee, -

The substitute offered by the committee of same cap-
tion as House bill No. 759, above recited, was read and
adopted, and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Storey, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Cunningham called up House bill No. 905, ““‘An
act to incorporate the Greenville, Bonham and Oklahoma
Railroad Company.”” The special railway comittee sub-
mitted the following amendments, which were adopted.

Section four, line four, strike out “six" and insert
“two.”

Section seven, line sixty-four, after the word ¢‘ corpora-
tion,” insert ‘‘nor to any person, firm or company in
trust for said railroad company, or to any firm or com-
pany of which any officer or stockholder of said company
is.a member.”’ : :

Add to section eight as follows: ‘“Said compauny shall
not sell, lease or rent its road bed, or sell its franchise to
any cther parallel, connecting or competing line of rail-
road, or purchase, or be merged in or consolidated with
any such road ; and said company, its officers, agents and
employés shall be subject to all laws now in force, or
which may be hereafter enacted in relation to railroads
and railroad companies, or the duties and responsibilities
of common carriers, and the right is expressly reserved
to the State to regulate the cha;gies for transporting
freight and passengers over said road.”

On motion of Mr. Payne, the reading of the bill was
dispensed with. :

r. Carroll moved to amend by adding to the end of
section eight, ‘ by a general law.”” Adopted. .

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the rules were sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed by the follow-
ing vote : :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Berends, Bledsoe,
Booty, Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Cun-
ningham, Davenport, Day, Eastland, Ford, Gallaway,
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Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hofi-
man, Hollingsworth, Ireland, J osgfh, Kemble, Killough,
Kleberg, Lane, Mabry, Mannjnf, c¢Donald, Noeigerath,
Payne, Phelps, Powers, Prendergast, Roberts, Russell,
Sabin, Salter, Sayers, Shaw, Short, Smith of Colorado,
Smith of Houston, St-o%}y, Thurmond, Tivy, Washington,
Watts, Williams and Winkler—52.

" Nays—Messrs. Bordeaux, Chambers, Denton, Ellett,
Moore, Nelson, Rainey, Rimes, Rosborough, Scott, Til-
son, Trolinger and Westfall—13.

Mr. Venters called up Senate bill No. 30, “An act to
incorporate the Sherman, Wichita and Pan-handle Rail-
way, and to grant land in aid of the construction thereof.”
Read first time. )

On motion of Mr. Bordeaux, the rnles were suspended
and the bill read second time. -

On motion of Mr. Trolinger, the following names were
added to the list of incorporators: L. Kelley, William
McClain and W. D. Ligon.

Mr. Bordeaux moved to amend section seventeen by
striking out ¢‘twenty miles shall be constructed by said
company,”’ etc., and inserting in lien thereof ¢“said com-
pany shall construct their road to Gainesville, in Céok
county, within two years from the organization of the
company.”’ A.doptec{

" The bill then passed to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallag, the rules were sus-
pendeil, the bill read third time and passed by the follow-
ing vote : :

Yeas—Messrs. S}}gaker, Allison, Anderson, Armstrong,
Berends, Bewley, Booty, Brown of Upshur, Brown of
Dallas, Carroll, Cunningham, Davenport, Day, Eastland,
Ellett, Ford, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin,
Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ire-
land, Joseph, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Mabry, Manning,
McDonald, Morris, ﬁelson,.Noeg erath, Payne, Phelps,
Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Robb, Roberts, Rosbo-
rough, Russell, Sabin, Salter, Sayers, Shaw, Short, Smith
of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Til-
son, Tivy, Venters, Washington, Watts and Winkler—61.

Nays—Messrs. Bordeaux, Chambers, . Kemble, Leyen-
decker, Moore, Westfall, and Williams—7.

* On motion of Mr. Sabin, House bill No. 890, “An act
granting the right of way to the United States of America
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for the construction of a coastwise canal along the coast

of Texas, through the inland waters and mainland there-
of,”” was taken up and made special order for Friday,

Maiy 23, at 10 A. M. ~

- The Committee on Engrossed Bills submitted the-fol-
lowing report :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of - Repre-
sentatives : .
Sik: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-

fully examined the following House bills : .

0. 326, ““An act to prohibit the sale or disposition of
spiritunus, vinous, or other intoxicating liquors within
three miles of Mount Calm Masonic Institute.” -

. No. 350, ‘““Joint resolution concerning surveyors’ records

of Liberty, Hill and Montague counties.”

No. 412, **An act for the relief of G. W. Patterson and
son.”’ '

No. 775, ““‘An act amendatory of and supplemental to
an act entitled an act to incorporate the Texas Timber
and ,'Prairie Railroad Company, approved August 15,
1870.”

No. 914, “An act authorizing and requiring the issu-
anceof certificates to certain persons therein named.”

- No. 920, “An act to authorize the city of Austin to be-
come a stockholder in any company or corporation for
the purpose of supplying said city with water and gas.”

No. 926, ““An act supplementary to and amendatory of
an act entitled an act to organize the courts of justices of
the peace and county courts, and to define their jurisdic-
tion and duties, passed August 13, 1870.”

No. 929, ““An act to provide for the recording writ of
error and appeal bonds, and to give them the force and
effect of judgment liens.” ‘ .

No. 930, ““An act to amend an act entitled an act to pro-
vide for districting the State of Texas into judicial dis-
tricts, appl&)ved July 12, 1870.”

No. 931,%‘“An act supplementary to an act entitled an
act to amend the twenty-second section of an act entitled
an act prescribing the times of holding the district courts
in the several judicial districts in the State, approved
February 6, 1871.”

And find the same correctly engrossed.

BOOTY, Chairman.

A message from the Senate announced that that body
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refused to recede from its amendments to House bill No.
721, ““An act to regulate the assegsment and collection of
taxes,”” and had appointed Messrs. Shelley, Dillard and
Henry a conference committee on the disagreement be-
tween the two houses, and requested a like committee on -
the part of the House.

On motion of Mr. Russell, the message was taken up,
and under instructions from the House the Speaker ap-
pointed Messrs. Russell, Wood and Smith of Colorado a
conference committee on the part of the House.

Leave being granted, Mr. Brown of Dallas introduced "
a bill to provide for a special election in the city of Dallas.
Read first time ; rules suspended, read second time and’
ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Westfall, the rules were further sus- -
pended, the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Trolinger called 111[1) House bill No. 615, “An act:
amendatory to an act anthorizing the sale and disposition :
of the university lands, approved August 30, 1856, ap-
proved November 12, 1866."” The bill was taken up by
sections, being on second reading.

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section two by filling -
the blank in line one with the word ¢ six,’’ and by striking -
out of line five the word ‘‘ counties”’ and inserting in lien
thereof ¢‘land district.”” Adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to insert after the word. ‘¢ public,”’
in line nine of section three, the words ‘“if said certificate
be approved by the board.”” Adopted.

© Mr. Sayers moved to amend section three by inserting
after the word ‘‘ public” in line nine, the words ‘‘ or.other~
officer authorized to administer oaths.” Adepted..

Mr. Brown of Upshur moved to amend section three by
striking out of line four the word ¢ three’ and inserting -
in lieu thereof ‘‘two anda half.” The House refused to -
adopt the amendment. :

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section four.by striking
out of line eleven all after the word * county?’ and in-
serting in lien thereof ‘“to the surveyor of the district"
where said land lies.”” Adopted.

Mr. Ireland inthe chair.

Mr. Winkler moved to amend section five by inserting
after the word ¢ counties,’’ line three, ‘“ who shall be resi-
dents of the counties where the land. lies.”” The House-
refused to adopt the amendment.
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Mr. Wood moved to add to section five : ¢* Provided,
that any actual settler on said lands who has occupied
said land for not more than three years, shall be entitled
to purchase one hundred and sixty acres of the land, to
include his improvements, without any reference to the
value of the improvements. If the said settler has occu-
})ied for five years, such settler shall pay the value of said
and, and one-half of the value of his improvements, in
.addition ; if the settler has occupied for seven years, the
settler shall pay the full value of the land. .

Mr. Hoffman, moved the previonsquestion. The House
refused to second the motion. .

. Mr. Cunmingham moved to lay the amendment on the
table, which carried.

On metion of Mr. Robb, the House adjourned until
9 A. M. to-morrow.

———e,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
Avustin, Texas, May 23, 1873.

_ House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Rev.
Mr. Riggs. Roll called ; quornm present.

Absent—Messrs. Abbott and Bewley.
~ On motion of Mr. Prendergast, the special finance com-
‘mittee, consisting of Messrs. Smith,. of Colorado, Wood®
and Morris, were excused during the morning session.

On motion of Mr. Eastland, the reading of the journal
"was dispensed with. :

The Speaker submitted a petition from citizens of
Grimes county, asking the prohibition of the sale of mer-
chandise on Sunday. Referred to the Commitee on State -
Affairs.

Mr. Mills presented a protest from citizens of Grimes
-county against the passage of the bill known as the fence
law. Referred to the Committee on State Affairs.

Mr. Westfall introduced a bill for the encouragement
-of irrigation. Read first time; rules suspended and
read second time. ’

On motion of Mr. Powers, the bill was referred to Ju-
diciary Committee No. 2, with instructions to report
thereon Saturday, May 24, at 10 A. M. i

Mr, Ghent infroduced a bill providing for an election
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of officers for the town of Cameron. Read first time ;
rules suspended read second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Gthent, the rules were further sus-
‘pended, the bill read third time and passed. :

Mr. Brown of Dallas offered the following resolution :

WHEREAS, The General Land Office is the depository
of the land certificates and land titles of the people of
Texas, amounting in value to hundreds of millions of
dollars ; and

W hereas, Grave a;l)‘ rehensions exist that the archives
of said office have fallen into a state of confusion, dan-
gerous to the rights of thousands of our citizens, including
the absent or minor heirs of large numbers of deceased
persons ; now, therefore,

1. Resolved bgr/ the House of Representatives of the.
State of Texas, That a special committee, to consist of
Messrs. Ireland, Watts, Wood, Smith of Colorado, and
Broaddus, be appointed to inquire what action, if any,
is necessary to protect the rights of the people in the
‘premises, including the necessity and %gpriety of tem-
porarily suspending operations in the Land Office, and
dismissing all its officers and employds, excepting the
Commissioner, two clerks and two draughtsmen, whose
duties shall be limited to issuing certificates, furnishing
county maps, certified copies, receiving and filing field
notes, and such other duties as may, for the time being,
be indispensable to the public interest, until other provi-
:sions may be made by law.

2. That said committee shall especially inquire into
the proper means of preventing irresponsible men from
- having improper access to the archives of the Land Office,
-or any means of abstracting papers therefrom.

3. That said committee be authorized to act in comn-
Junction with any like committee appointed by the Senate ;
and that they are instructed to report at the earliest
practicable day by bill, resolution or otherwise.

Mzr. Berends moved to lay the resolution on the table.
Lost by the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Berends, Green, Hoffman, Mills, Moore,
Noeggerath, Schmidt, Washington, Williams—9.

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Armstrong, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown
of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Cunningham, Davenport,
Day, Denton, Eastland, Ellett. Ford. Gaston, Ghent,

'
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Gillette, Gilpin, Harrison, Hester, Hollingsworth, Ireland,.
Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker,
Mabry, McDonald, Morris, Nelson, Payne, Phelps, Pren-
dergast, Rainey, Roberts, Rosborough, Russell, Sabin,
Sayers, Scott, Shaw, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith of
Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Trolinger,
Venters, Watts, Westfall, Winkler Wood—62. ‘

The resolution was then adopted. :

On motion of Mr. Denton, the special committee on
House bill No. 24, ““An act for the better protection of
the archives and files of the General Land Office,”’ was:
granted leave to report, and submitted the following sub-
stitnte for the above bill: *‘An act to better protect the-
papers, records and files in the General Land Office.” .

he substitute having been read, Mr. Kemble moved to-
refer it to the special committee, consisting of Messrs. Ire-
land, Waitts, Vgood, Smith of Colorado and Broaddus.

Myr. Mills moved to lay the bill on the table. Lost.

The resolution to refer then carried. _

Mr. Watts introduced a bill to amend article seven:
hundred and two of ‘“An act entitled an act to establish
a code of criminal procedure for the State of Texas,” ap--
proved Au%ust 26, 1856. Read first time ; rules sus-
pended, read second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Watts, the rules were further sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed.

Mz. Tivy introduced a bill supplemental to and amend--
atory of ‘‘An act to incorporate the Indianola, San Anto-
nio and El Paso Railroad Company, passed April 3, 1871,
and to grant land in aid of the construction of the same.’”
Read first time ; rules suspended and read second time..

On motion of Mr. Tivy the bill was referred to the spe-
cial railway committee, with instructions to report thereon
May 27, at 10 A. M.

Mr. Ireland introduced a bill supplemental to and
amendatory of ‘‘An act to provide for prompt settlement
of accounts by sheriffs with the State and covnties,” ap-
proved April 28, 1873, : ' ‘

Report from the Committee on Engrossed Bills :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : B '

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fu%y examined the following House bills:

0. 837, “ An act to incorporate the San Marcos, Guad-
alupe and Galveston Canal Company.” '
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No. 927, ¢“ An act to provide for the safe keeping and

rotection of the State House, or so much thereof as may
include the public halls, the committee rooms used by
the members of the Legislature, and all the furniture and
fixtures belonging to the same, and all the books, maps,
charts and papers belonging to or appertaining to the
library of the State.”
- No. 934, ““ An act to provide for a special election in the
ity of Dallas.”

An find the same correctly engrossed.

o BOOTY, Chairman.

Mr. Gillette introduced a bill to prohibit the sale or dis-

osal of intoxicating liquors within three miles of Pecan.
Grove Male and Female School, in Hill county. Read
first time ; rules suspended, read second time and ordered
«engrossed. : :
n motion of Mr. Gillette, the rules were further sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Storey introduced a bill to ap{)ropriate five hun-
dred and three dollars to pay second class certificate No.
2886 of the public debt of the Republic of Texas, issued
to John R. Cunningham, September 1, 1851. Read first
time ; rules suspended, read second time and ordered en-
grossed.

~ On motion of Mr. Storey, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and put upon its passage.

The result showing that a quorum was not present, the
Speaker ordered the bill read again by caption and put
upon its passage. The bill then passed by the following
‘vote : ' '

Yeas—Messrs. Adriance, Allison, Anderson, Berends,
Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown of Upshur,
Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Cunningham, Daven-
Eort, Denton, Ellett, Ford, Gallaway, Ghent, Gillette,
“(ilpin, Green, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble,
Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry, Mills,
Neldson, Noeggrath, Payne, Powers, Prendergast, Rimes,
Robb, Roberts, Rosborough, Sabin, Salter, Sayers,
‘Schmidt, Storey, Thurmond, Tivy,; Tom, Trolinger,
‘Watts, Westfall, Winkler and Wood—54.

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Bledsoe, Eastland, Gaston,
‘Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, McDonald, Moore, Morris,
Rainey, hussell, Scott, Shaw, Smith of Houston, Tilson,
Washingten and Williams—18.
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A message from the Semate announced the passage, by
that body, of House bills,

No. 318, ““An act to repeal section:sixty of an act enti--
tled an act concerning private corporations, approved.
December 2, 1871.”

No. 332, ““An act supplemental to and amendatory of
the several acts concerning injunctions.”

No. 378, ““An act supplementary to an act entitled an
act to provide for the organization of the State Lunatic
Asylum, and for the care and maintenance of the insane,
approved February 5, 1858.%

Also, of the adoption of a concurrent resolution, re-
turning the thanks of the people of the State, and espe-
cially of the frontier, to»General MeKenzie and the troops
under his command, for their gallant conduct in inflicting
punishment upon the Kickapoo Indians within the Mexi-
2an border.

Mr. Winkler introduced a bill to iprovide for the repay--
ment to James J. Gathings, of Hill county, money ille-
gally extorted from him by the State police. Read first.
time.

Mr. Winkler moved to suspend the rules and put the
bill don its second reading. The House refused to sus-

end. :

P Mr. Kemble introduced a joint reselution authorizing:

county treasurers to settle with sheriffs and treasurers of

- the boards of school directors for the one per cent. school

house tax, and to collect all moneys relative thereto im

their hands. Read first time-; rules suspended and read

second time. ‘

On motion of Mr. Smith of Heuston, the joint resolu-
tion was referred to. the following select committee 2

ointed by the Speaker: Messrs. Kemble, Smith of
Houston and Powers. :

Reports from the Committee on Enrolled Bills :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : ’
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully

examined and compared: the following bills, to-wit : .
No. 700, “An act granting land to the Buffalo Bayon

Ship Channel Comgimy,. in aid of the improvement of the

navigation fsom Belivar-channel, near the Gulf of Mexico,,

to the city of Houston.. o
No. 925, ‘““An act to reserwe the-right of way for any
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railroad company now incorporated by the laws of the

State of Texas, or that may hereafter be incorporated by

the Lecgiislature of the State, across or through any lands.

granted to the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company.”’

And find the same correctly enrolled, and have this the:
twenty-second day of May, at 10:15 o’clock A. M., pre-
sented the same to the Governor for his approval.

) SHAW, Chairman.

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : :

Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have care-
fully compared the following House bills, to-wit :

0. 858, ‘““An act to authorize the County Court of Gil-
lespie county to contract a loan by issuing interest bear-
i_ngi l’),onds for the purpose of building a court house and.

ail.

! No. 228, ‘“‘An act to amend article four hundred and

thirty-five of the Code of Criminal Procedure.”

And find the same correctly enrolled, and have this the
twenty-third day of May, at 10:25 o’clock A. M., pre-
sented the same to the Governor for his signature.

SHAW, Chairman.

- Special order, House bill No. 890, ‘“An act granting
the right of way to the United States of America for the
construction of a coastwise canal along the coast of Texas,
through the inland waters and mainland thereof,” was.
announced. o
- Previous to taking up the bill, House bill No. 48, ¢ An
act regulating juries,”’ was taken up, the Senate amend-
ments thereto read and concurred in. - i _

A message from the Senate announced the passage by
that body of House bill No. 850, ‘‘ An act prescribing the:
times of holding general elections in this State, with
amendments -by the Senate.

'On motion of Mr. Ireland, the message just received

was taken up. : _

The House refused to concur in the first amendment,
striking ¢‘thirty >’ out of the bill wherever it occurs, and

_inserting in lieu thereof ‘“ten,”’ by the following vote :

Yeas—None. o

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Arm-
strong, Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux,
Broaddus, Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll,.
Chambers, Conningham, Davenport, Day, Denton, East-
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land, Ford, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin,
~Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ireland,
Joseph, Kemble, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry,
Manning, McDonald, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Noeg-

_gerath, gPa,yne, Phelps, Powers, Prendergast, Rainey,
imes, Robb, Roberts, Russell, Sabin, Salter, Sayers,

;' Schmidt, Scott, Shaw, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith

.of Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, .Tom,

" Trolinger, Venters, Watts, Westfall, Williams Winkler
and Wood—73. -

The second amendment, providing that the bill shall
rtake effect from and after its passage, was concurred in.

On motion of Mr. Wood, the special order was post-
poned, and the special committee upon House bill No.
778, ‘“ An act to regulate the fees to be charged by the
+Commissioner of the General Land Office,”” was granted
+leave to report. .

The following report was submitted :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : '
S1r: The joint committee of the Senate and House of

Representatives, to whom was referred House bill No.

778, ‘““An act to regulate the fees and charges of the

- Gteneral Land Office,”’ have had the same-under consider-

: ation, and instruct us to report the same back and recom-

»mend its passage with the accompanying amendments.

A. J. BALL,
.Chairman Senate Committee.

_ S. POWERS,
Chairman House Committee.

1. Amend first section by adding after the words
~“‘seven dollars’’ the following: ‘to be collected for each
“legal division as herein classified.”

2. Amend first section by adding after the words
““twenty dollars’’ the following: ‘“and for each addi-
-tienal league, or fraction of a league, twenty dollars.””

The amendments were adopted.

The bill read second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Wood, the rules were suspended, the
‘bill read third time and passed.

‘On motion of Mr. Leyendecker, Messrs. Powers and
AKleberg, and on motion of Mr. Ireland, Mr. Hoffman,
were added to the special committee on the Land Office.

The special order, House bill No. 890 ‘“An act granting
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the right of way to the United States of America for the
construction of a coastwise canal along the coast of Texas
through the inland waters and mainland thereof,” was
then taken up and read second time. |

Mr. Prendergast moved to amend by striking out sec-
tion two. Lost.

Mr. Prendergast -offered the following amendment,
which was adopted: ¢ Strike out all after the word
‘“ aforesaid,”’ line eleven, section three, and insert ““in
the manner and under the restrictions required by law for
the condemnation of grivate property for public use.”

The bill was ordere engrosse£

On motion of Mr. Sabin, the rules were suspended, the
bill read third time and passed by the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs., Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Armstrong, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown
of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Chambers, Cunningham,
Davenport, Denton, Eastland, Ford, Gaston, Gillette,
Gilpin, Green, Harrison, Hester, Ireland, Joseph, Kem-
ble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Mabry, Manning, Moore,
Morris, Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne, Phelps, Powers,
Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roberts, Rosborough,
Russell, " Sabin, -Salter, Schmidt, Scott, Shaw, Short,
Smith of Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom,
Trolinger, Venters, Washington, Watts, Westfall, Wil-
liams and Wood—64. :

Nays—None.

On motion of Mr. Prendergast, House bill No. 526,
amendatory of and 'supplementar to ‘“ An act concern-
ing private corporations,” approved December 2, 1871, was
taken up, pending an amendment offered by Mr. Carroll.

Mr. Booty in the chair.

Pending the discussion, a message from the Senate an-
nounced the passage by that body of House bill No. 934,
to 'Frovide for a special election in the city of Dallas.

he discussion having been resumed, Mr. Mills moved
to indefinitely postpone the bill.

(1))11 nﬁotion of Mr. Roberts, the House adjourned until
AFTERNOON SESSION.

- -House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called;
quorum present.
Abgent—Messrs. Allison, Bewley, Ellett, Gallaway,
‘ 72 1y
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Killough, Kleberg, Mabry, Nelson, Payne, Salter, Tivy
and Winkler. ' _

On motion of Mr. Rimes, the Committee on State Af-
fairs submitted the following report:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sir: Your Committee on State Affairs, have consid-
ered Senate bills No. 75 and No. 79, and recommend their
passage.

The first is a bill to authorize the County Court of
‘Washington connty to issue bonds for the purpose of
funding the indebtedness of said county, etc. The other
is to provide for the ascertainment and payment of the
liabilit.es of the county of Washington ; and the passage
of both seems to be desired by the bona fide tax payers

of Washington county. . ,
J. H. BROWYN, Chairman.

Senate bill No. 75 having been taken up, Mr. Brown of
Dallas moved to dispense with its reading, which carried.

The bill ha.vin(% been read second time by caption, and
passed to a third reading, was ordered engrossed. :

On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas, the rules were
further suspended, the bill read third time and passed.

Senate bill No. 79 was then taken up, read second time
by caption and passed to a third reading.

On motion of Mr. Sayers the rules were suspended, the
bill read third time and passed.

The unfinished business of yesterday evening. was re-
sumed, being House bill No. 615, *‘An act amendatory
of and supplementary to an act authorizing the sale and
disposition of the University lands, approved August 30,
1856, approved November 12, 1866,”” pending the adop-
tion of section five. '

Mr. Thurmond moved the previous question, which was
seconded, and the main question ordered. ' ' '

Section five was then adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to amend by filling the blank in
line one, of section seven, with the word *‘six.”” Adopted.

Mr. Trolinger moved to amend by filling the blank in
- line seven, section seven, with the word ‘‘two,”” which
carried. . ‘ S

Mr. Nelson moved to reconsider the vote just taken.

Pending the discussion, a message was received from
his Excellency the Governor, returning with his objec-
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tions thereto House bill No. 35, ‘“An act to authorize

arties in certain cases to sue in the Distriet Courts for
Eea.dright certificates and bounty donation warrants, and
to provide for the issuance of such certificates and war- .
rants.”’ i

The discussion resumed.

Mr. Wood offered, as a substitute for the bill, ““An act
entitled an act to donate eighty acres of land te certain
citizens in this State.” .

Mr. Schmidt moved the previous question, which was
seconded, and the main question ordered.

The House refused to adopt the substitute by the fol-
lowing vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Denton, Ghent, Harrison,
Hester, Ireland, Kleberg, Mabry, Morris, Powers, Pren-
dergast, Sayers, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston,
Storey and Wood—16. S '

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Bordeaux, Brown of Upshur,
Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Cunningham, Da-
venport, Day, Eastland, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin, Green;
Hoftman, J os%)h, Kemble, Killongh, Lane, Leyendecker,
Manning, McDonald, Moore, Nelson, Noe%erath, Payne,
Rainey, Rimes, Roberts, Rosborough, Russell, Sabin,
Schmidt, Shaw, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger,
Venters, Watts, Westfall, Williams and Winkler—50.

The House then refused to recomsider the vote adopt-

ing the amendment by Mr. Trolinger, by the following
vote : . :
- Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong,. Berends, Carroll, Denton,
Ford, Ghent, Harrison, Hester, Ireland, Kemble, Kleberg,
Manning, Mills, Payne, Prenderﬁast, Rimes, Sayers,
Scott, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Storey, Tom,
Watts, Westfall, Winkler and Wood—25.

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux, Brown of Upshur, Brown of
Dallas, Chamibers, Cunningham, Davenport, bg, East-
land, Gallaway, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Hoffman,
Hollingsworth, Joseph, Killough, Lane, Leyendecker,
Mabry, McDonald, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Noeggerath,
Powers, Rainey, Roberts, Rosborough, Russell, Sabin,
8chmidt, 8haw, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Trolinger,
Venters and Williams—45. :

A message from thé Senate announced the passage by
that boedy of the following bills :
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House bill No. 483, ““An act to aid in the construction
of the Gulf, West Texas and Pacific Railway,” with
amendments by the Senate.

House bill }%'0. 574, “An act in relation to the Corpus
Christi Ship Canal.”

House bill No. 924, “An act to re-incorporate the city
of Corsicana, in Navarro county.”’

House bill No. 111, ““An act to incorporate the Dallas,
Palestine and Southeast Texas Railroad Company,’” with
amendment by the Senate. ,

Senate bill No. 371, ‘‘An act making appropriations to
su’;)ply the deficiencies in the appropriations for the years
1870, ’18'71 and 1872, for the support of the State govern-
ment.”’ :

Mr. Brown of Dallas in the chair. :

Report from Committee on Enrolled Bills :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : _ . .
Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully

examined House bill No. 934, ‘“An act act to provide for

a special election in the city of Dallas,’” and find the same

correctly enrolled, and have this the twenty-third day of

May, at .... o’clock, presented the same to the Gov-

ernor for his approval. _ .
. o WOOD, for Committee.

The bill having been resumed, Mr. Trolinger moved to
fill the blank in line three, section eight, with the word
“three.”” Adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section nine, by insert-
ing after the word ‘‘county,”’ in line three the words ‘‘or
. district ;’ also, strike out the word ‘‘county,” in line
-seven, and insert in lieu thereof ‘¢ district.” doa)ted.

Mr. Hester moved.to amend section ten by adding the
following proviso: -¢ Provided, that no more land shall
be sold under the provisions of this act than such as may
now be.occupied by actual settlers, and in tracts of eighty
acres only to each actual settler.” :

Mr. Morris offered the following amendment to the
amendment : ¢ Provided further, that all sales of land
made under the provisions of this act shall be for cash,
the same to be invested in interest-bearing bonds of the
United States, or of the State of Texas.” .

Mr. Ghent moved to postpone the further consideration
_ of the bill until Tuesday, May 27, 10 A. M.
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Mr. Russell moved to lay that motion on the table,
which carried by the following vote : ’

_Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Berends, Bledsoe, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown of Upshur,
Brown of Dallas, Chambers, Davenport, Eastland, Gal-
laway, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Harrison, Hoff-
man, Joseph, Killouggli, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry,
Manning, McDonald, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Noegge-
rath, elps, Roberts, Rosborough, Russell, Sabin,
Schmidt, Scott, Shaw, Tilson, Tivy, Trolinger, Venters,
‘Washington and Williams—44. 3 ' :

Nays—Messrs. Armsfrong, Booty, Denton, Ford,
Ghent, Hester, Ireland, Kemble, Mills, Payne, Powers,
Prendergast, Rimes, Sayers, Short, Smith of Colorado,
Smith o% Houston, Storey, Tom, Westfall, Winkler and
Wood—22.

"Mr. Trolinger moved to lay the amendment and the
amendment thereto on the table.

Division being called for, the amendment to the amend-
ment was tableg by the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Anderson, Berends,
Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, Berdeaux, Broaddus, Brown of
Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Cunning-
ham, Davenport, Day, Eastland, Ford, Gaston, Ghent,
Gilpin, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Ireland, Jo-
seph, Kemble, Killongh, Lane, Mabry, Manning, Mc-
Donald, Moore, Nelson, Noeggerath, Phelps, Prender-
gast, Roberts, RosborougR, ugsell, Sabin, Schmidt,

haw, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Venters,
‘Washington and Williams—>52. ‘

Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Denton, Klebergé, Mills,
Morris, Payne, Powers, Rimes, Sayers, Short, Smith of
Colorado, Smith of Houston, Storey, Westfall, Wink-
ler and Wood—16. : '

The amendment offered by Mr. Hester was then laid on
the table by the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Anderson, Berends,
Bewley, Bledsoe, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown of Up-
shur, Brown of Dallas, Chambers, Cunningham, Daven-

orty Day, Ford, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Hoffman,
reland, Joseph, Killough, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry,
Manning, McDonald, Moore, Nelson, Noeggerath, Phelps;
Roberts, Rosborou%‘lrl, Russell, Sabin, Schmidt, - Shaw,
;I‘ilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Venters, Westfall and Wil-
ifams—45. '
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Nays—Messrs. Armstrong, Booty, Carroll, Denton,
Eastland, Ghent, Harrison; Hester, Kemble, Kleberg,
Mills, Morris, Payne, Powers, Prender%ist, Rimes, Say-
ers; Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Storey,
Thurmond, Washington, Winkler and Wood—25.

Mr. Denton offered the following amendment: ¢ Pro-
vided, that in dll cases said lands shall be sold fo the
highest bidder on the following terms: One fourth in
cash at the time of sale, one-fourth in twelve months,
one-fourth in two years, and the remaining one-fourth at
the end of three years, with ten per cent. interest on said
back payments.”’ :

Mr. Bordeaux moved to lay the amendment cn the
tavle; which carriedby the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Anderson, Arm-
strong, Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux,
Broaﬁdus, Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll,
Chambers, Cunningham, Davenport, Dag, Eastland,
Ford, Gallawa}, Gaston, Ghent, Gil{);in, reen, Harri-
son, Hoffman, Joseph, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyen-
decker, Mabry, Manning, Moore, Morris, Nelson, Noeg-
gerath, Phelps, Rimes, Roberts, Rosborough, Russeﬁ,
gabin, Schmidt, Shaw, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom,
Trolinger, Venters, Westfall and Williams—53.

Nays—Messrs. Denton, Gillette, Hester, Ireland, Kem-
ble, McDonald, Mills, Payne, Powers, Prendergast, Say-
ers, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith of Houston, Storey,
Washington, Winkler and Wood—18.

Mr. Storey sent uB' an amendment, pending which, on

i

motion of Mr. Washington, the House adjourned wuntil
9 A. M. to-morrow. :

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, )
AvsTiN, TEXAS, May 24, 1873, §{

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called; quorum present.

Absent—Messrs. Abbott, Bewley, Killough and Mills.

On motion of Mr. Sayers, Mr. Hollingsworth was ex-
cused on account of business. .

On motion of Mr. Ghent, the reading of the journal
was dispensed with.
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Mr. Wood introduced a-bill-for the relief of W. H.
Carrington. Referred to the Committee on Private Land
Claims. : ‘

Mr. Gallaway introduced a bill making valid the regis-
. tration of certain deedsand other instruments of writing.

Read first time ; rules suspended, read second time and
ordered engrossed. , :

On motion of Mr. Gallaway, the rules were further
suspended, the bill read third time and passed.

- Mr. Robb introduced a bill to locate the county seat of
Trinity county. Read first time; rules suspended, read
second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Robb, the rules were further sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed.

On motion of Mr. Mills, the Committee on the Peniten-
tiary submitted the following report:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives:

- S1r: .Your Committee on Penitentiary, to whom was
referred House bill No. 908, to be entitled ‘‘An act to
authorize the lessees of the State Penitentiary to delay
the payment of certain amounts of money to become due
the State until the expiration of their lease,”” have had
the same under consideration, and respectfully report it
back and recommend its passage, with the accompanying

amendment. -
HOLLINGSWORTH, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Mills, the bill was laid on the table,
subject to call.

A message was received from the Senate informing the
House that the Senate had passed the following bills, orig-
inatingin the House, viz:

No. 742, ¢“ An act amendatory of an act to incorporate
the Galveston Agricultural and Industrial Association ;"
and No. 904, ‘‘ An act to amend section eight of an act to
incorporate the town of}Seguin, injGuadalupe county.””

Also, the following bills, with amendments, viz:

No. 169, ¢ An act Iincorporating the town of Willis, in
Montgomery county;’ No. 603, ‘An act to incorpor-
ate the town of Honey Grove, in the county of Fannin.”

" And that the Senate had receded from its first amend-
ment to House bill No. 850.
Also that the Senate had passed House bill No. 362,
- ¢“ An act to authorize the lessees of the State penitentiary
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to delay the payment of certain amounts of money to be-
come due the State until the expiration of their lease.”

Also of the passage of House bill No. 327, ‘ Anact fo re-
incorporate the town of Denton, State of Texas,” with
amendments thereto by the Senate; and Senate joint
resolution No. 43, “Joint resolution authorizing the ac-
countants employed by the joint committee appointed by
the Legislature to investigate the Treasurer’s and Comg-
troller’s offices of this State, to write up and properly bal-
ance and adjust the books of the late State Treasury, Geo.

W. Honey, to May 27, 1872, and to perform other duties
therein specified ; also prescribing the duties of the
Comptroller in connection therein.”

Mr. Tivy introduced a bill to insure uniformity in the
courses and measurements of lines by surveyors. Read
first time.

On motion of Mr. Russell, the rules were suspended,
the bill read second time and ordered engrossed. ,

On motion of Mr. Tivy, the rules were further sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed. . '

On motion of Mr. Ghent, the special committee upon the
State asylums submitted the following reports, which
were ordered to be spread upon the journals:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : : ’ ‘ '

Sir: Your committee appointed to visit the asylums of
the State, and examine into their management and condi-
tion, desire to state that they have, on various and unex-
pected occasions, visited the State Institute for the Blind,
and after careful inspection of the school, buildings and
grounds, can speak in warm approval of the judicious
and satisfactory management evinced in the conduct of
this institation. -

The various officers are doing their work well, and with
commendable zeal and success. Their task isnotan easy
or trifling one. Itisan art which no book can explain
and no theory teach. Personal contact and experience
with the blind, and familiarity with the working of their
peculiar and exceptional state, are requisite for success.

In so large a household, composed of children of a
sickly and helpless elass, the dnties are onerous and un-
remitting, and the comfort, economy and harmony that

has prevailed is largely to be placed to the credit of the
faithful officers. ‘ -
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In this institution all the branches of a good English.
education are taught with fidelity and care, while daily-
lessons upon the piano or in voice culture are given to all
who are capable of a.p}n'ecia.tinghsuch instructions. Some -
of these pupils will rely upon their musical education for -
support in tuture; it is therefore the aim to give them such:
a thorough knowledge, both practically and theoretically,
as will fit them to become successful instructors of vocal
and instrumental music. Others, who show a decided
talent for mathematics, or other scholastic branches, are
being prepared for the profession of teaching, while even
those less favored by nature, are furnished with the ad-
vanta-%es of a free education, and the knowledge of a .
useful trade by which they can become, on leavingthe
school, self-su%porting. :

The proof that the blind can be educated; that they
can be lifted from de(?endence upon relatives and friends,
or ugon charity, and be made useful and independeut
members of society, is best obtained by a visit to this
asylum, and a close scrutiny of the highly satisfactor
progress made by this afflicted class in the recitation hall,
the music room and the work shop. :

This year has been a period of increase and growth
for this useful charity.- There have been in attendance -
during the present téerm twenty-four pupils, and nearly
as many more, we learn from the Superintendent, have
applied in advhince for admission in September. This in- -
crease will keep pace with the growth of our population. -
As sure as a large annual augmentation is shown in the -
numbers of this State, so sure may we be that each year will
makeincreased demandsupon the capacity of thisInstitute.
In the management of its affairs, tﬁeref%re, the growing
demands of the State should be steadily kept in view,
and the improvements and enlargements of each year be
made of such a nature as to facilitate future requirements,
as well as meet present emergencies. Consider the fact
that there are over eighty blind children in Texas who are
growing up without an education, and who may apply.
for admission within the next six months. :

-The great wants of the Blind Asylum just now are, a:
suitable kitchen and dining room, a boys’ dormitory and
workshops, and additional ground for a garden.

_ Your committee recommend the following appropria-
tion for the maintenance of the- Institute for the Blind,.
during the present fiscal year :.
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Deficiency . ... .. s e e " $1,140 00
Salary of Superintendent.................. .. 2,000 00
Dining-room, kitchen and closets ............ 2,600 00
Furnifure ...........ccoii i i 1,280 00
Boys’ dormitory and workshops............. 4,500 00
Additional grounds for garden.............. 3,600 00
“Support of Institution...................... 19,000 00

H. C. GHENT,

THOS. M. JOSEPH,

C. T. SALTER.

Mr. Vinters introduced a bill to amend ‘‘An_act to in-
~corporate the town of Pilot Point,”” passed October 8,
1866. Read first time; rules suspended, read second
rtime aud ordered engrossed. -

On motion of Mr. Venters, the rules were further sus-
rpended, the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Ireland introduced a bill to declare null and void
¢ Aa act entitled an act for the relief of the Houston and
Texas Central Railway Company,”’ passed August 15,
1870. Read first time. o

On motion of Mr. Ireland, the rules were suspended
and the bill read second time.

On motion of Mr. Sabin, the bill was referred to the
Committee on Internal Improvements, with instructions
to report thereon Monday, May 27, at 11 A. M.

Mr. Davenport introduced a bill concerning judicial
advertisements in Comanche county. Réhd first time;
rules suspended, read second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Davenport, the rules were further
suspended, the bill read third time and passed.

ouse bill No. 603, ‘“An act to ‘incorporate the town
of Honey Grove, in the county of Fannin,” was taken
up and the Senate amendments thereto read and con-
«urred in.

House bill No. 169 ¢ An act incorporating the town of
Willis, in Montgomery county, Texas,”” was taken up
:and the Senate amendments thereto read and con-
‘curred in. :

House bill No. 483, ‘‘An act to aid in the construction
of the Gulf, West Texas and Pacific Railway,”’” was
taken up, and the Senate amendments thereto concurred

in. .

House bill No. 327, ‘“An act to incorporate the town of

Denton, State of Texas,”” was taken up, and the Senate
 .amendments thereto read and concurred in.
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House bill No. 111, ‘‘An act to incorporate the Dallas,
Palestine and Southeast Texas Railroad Company,” was
-taken up, and the Senate amendments thereto read and
-concurred in.

Senate bill No. 307, ‘“An act to reorganize certain judi-
cial districts, and to abolish certain other judicial districts
therein named,” -was taken up and read first time.

Mr. Mills moved to postpone the further consideration
of the bill uniil Tuesday, May 27, make it special order
for thgt day, and have one hundred copies thereof
“printed. _

P Mr. Watts moved to lay that motion on the table,
which carried by the following vote:

‘Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Anderson, Armstrong, Bewley,
Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux, Brown of Dallas, Denton,
‘Eastland, Ford, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gilpin, Harri-
-son,. Hester, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker,
‘Manning, McDonald, Morris, Payne, Prendergast, Robb,
Reosborough, Russell, Sayers, Scott, Shaw, Short, Storey,
'"Tilson, Trolinger, Watts, Westfall, Winkler, Wood—40.

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Allison, Berends, Broaddus,
.Brewn of Upshur, Chambers, Cunningham, Day, Gil-
lette, Green, Hoffman, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Mills,
Meoore, Nelson, Noe%gerath, Phelps, Powers, Rainey,
Rimes, Sabin, Salter, Schmidt, Smith of Colorado, Smith
-of IHouston, Tivy, Tom, Washington, Williams—31.

‘On motion*of Mr. Rainey, the bill was postponed until
Monday, May 26, at 11 A. M., and made. special order
for:that hour. .

Senate joint resolution No. 43, ‘‘Joint resolution
.autherizing the accountants employed by the joint com-
mittee appointed by the Legislature to investigate the
Treasurer’s and Comptroller's offices of this State, to
write up and properly balance and adjust the books of
‘the late State Treasurer, George W. Honey, to May 27,
1872, and to perform other duties therein specified ; also,
prescr’ibing the duties of the Comptroller in connection
-therewith,” was taken up; read first time; rules sus-
‘pended, read second time and passed to third reading.

- On‘motion of Mr. Wood, the rules were further sus-
pended, the joint resolution read third time and passed.

Semate bill No. 371, “An act making appropriations to
:supply the deficiencies in the appropriations for the years
1870, 1871 and 1872, for the support of the State govern-

1
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ment,”” was read first time and referred to the Committee-
({}1 Figance, with instructions to report thereon Monday,
May 26. _ C o

Senate bill No. 336, ‘“‘An act to provide for the printing
of the general laws of this State in the German and Span--
ish languages,’’ was read first time ; rules suspended and:
read second time.

Mr. Thurmond moved to amend by striking out ““Ger-:
man and Spanish’’> wherever they occur.

Mr. Carroll offered the following substitute for the-
amendment: Strike out ‘‘two thousand’ where it occurs.
in the bill and insert in lieu thereof ‘‘one thousand ;’
strike out ‘‘~ne thousand’® wherever it occurs and insert:
in lieu thereof ‘‘two hundred and fifty.”

Mr. Payne moved to refer the bill to the Committee omn.
Printing and Contingent Expenses. The House refused
to refer.

Mr. Leyendecker moved to lay the amendment and the-

- substitute therefor on the table, which carried. ..

Mr. Mills moved to lay the bill on the table. The House
refused to table by the following vote : '

- Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bledsoe, Chambers, Mills,
Morris, Robb, Russell, Scott, Short and Venters—10.

Nays—Messrs. S%aaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allison,
Anderson, Berends, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus,
Brown of UFshur, Carroll, Cunningham, Day, Denton,
Eastland, Ellett, Ford, Gallaway, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin,
Green, Harrison, Hoffman, Ireland, Joseph, Killough,
Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning, McDon--
ald, Moore, Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne, Phelps, Powers,
Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Roberts, Rosborough, Sabin,.
Sayers, Schmidt, Shaw, Smith of Colorado, Storey, Thur--
mond, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Washington, Watts, West--
fall, Williams, Winkler and Wood—61.

Mr. Washington moved the previous question, which.
was seconded and the main question ordered.

The bill then Passed to third reading.

On motion of Mr. Ireland, the ruﬁas were suspended:
and the bill read third time.

Mr. Ireland moved to amend by adding the following
proviso: ‘‘ Provided, that no railroad charters shall be-
printed under the provisions of this act.”” Adopted.

Mr. Killough moved to amend by adding ‘‘one thou-
sand in Bohemian.”
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. Mr. Watts moved to amend by inserting after the word

“¢ Spanish,”” the following: ‘‘Alabama, Coshatte and
Muscogee Indians.”’

Mr. Bordeaux moyed to amend the amendment by
;adding ‘‘and Modocs.”

Mr. Bewleg moved to lay the amendments on the table,
which carried. :

Mr. Powers moved the previous question, which was
;seconded, and the main question ordered. The bill then
“passed.

.~ The Committee on Engrossed Bills submitted the fol-

lowing reports:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : ‘
Sik: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-

-fully examined the following House bills :

0. 937, ““An act supplemental to and amendatory of

:an act to provide for prompt settlement of accounts by

.-sherii’fs with the State and counties, approved April 28,

1873.” "

No. 939, ““An act to amend article seven hundred and
-4wo of an act to establish a Code of Criminal Procedure
for the State of Texas, approved August 26, 1856.”

And find the same correctly engrossed. '

' BOOTY, Chairman.

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : - .

Sir: Yeur Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined the following House bills :

0. 890, ‘“An act granting the right of way to the
United States of America for the construction of a coast-
wise canal along the coast of Texas, through the inland
waters and mainland thereof.”

No. 936, ‘“ An act providing for an election of officers
“for the town of Cameron.”’ '

No. 905, ““ An act to incorporate the Greenville, Bon-
/ham and Oklahoma Rajlroad Company.”

No. 941, ¢* An act to appropriate five hundred and three
+dollars to pay second class certificate No. 2886 of the

ublic debt of the Republic of Texas, issued to John R.

~Cunningham, September 1, 1851."".

No. 942, ‘¢ An actto prohibit the sale or disposal of in-
‘toxicating liquers within three miles of Pecan Grove Male
.and.Female School, in Hill county.”
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No. 778, ‘“ An act to regulate the fees to-be charged by-

the Commissioner of the General Land Office ”’
- And find the same correctly engrossed.
BOOTY,. Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Mills, Senate bill No. 362, ““An act-
to authorize the lessees of the State Penitentiary to delay
the payment of certain amounts of money to become due:
the gtate until -the expiration of their lease,”” was taken.
up and read first time. ' N
. On motion of Mr. Robb, the rules were suspended and’
the bill read second time. .

Mr. Ireland offered the following amendment: ¢ Pro-
vided, that this act shall not take effect nor be in force-
unless th~ sureties on the bond of the lessees shall, within
sixty days from the final passage of this act, file with the
Secretary of State their written assent to the extension of*
time, and that they, said sureties, will take no advantage-
of thisextension; or said lessees may execute'a newbond,
to be approved and conditioned as required by law; and:
in either event this act shall take effect and be in force.””
Adopted.

The bill then passed to third »eading. '

On motion of Mr. Hollingswerth, the rules were further-
suspended, the bill read third time and passed.

e conference committee upen House bill No.. 721 sub--
mitted the following report: =~ , ) .
Hon. E. B. Picketl, President of the Senate, and the

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentatives : :

Sirs: Your committee of conference,fto whom wasre-
ferred the matter of difference between the two houses on-
House bill No. 721, to be entitled ‘“An act for the regula-
tion and assessment and collection of taxes,”” have care-
fully considered the same, and we are instructed to make
the following report : _

Your committee unanimously recommend that the
House concur in the Senate amendment to section two,
and a majority of the committee recommend that the-
House concur in the Senate substitute for section four.

That the House concur in Senate amendment to section
five, and your committee recommend: that section tive be
farther amended by inserting the wordi ‘‘real’’ before the
word ¢ property,”’ in first line; also,. strike out all after-
the word ‘“sitnate,”” in third line.
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Your committee further recommend, as a substitute for
Senate amendment to section seven, the following: Amend
section seven by strikingilout the words, ‘‘in thiseounty,”
and ir,l,sert the words, ‘‘liable to assessment in this pre-
cinet. . :

That the House concur in Senate amendment to section.
nine.

That the Senate recede from its amendment to section
ten.
ﬁfThat the House concur in Senate amendment to seetion

teen. '

That the Senate recede from its amendment to sectio
twenty-one. :

That the House concur in the Senate amendment to sec-
tion twenty-three. : .

. That the House concur in Senate amendment to section-
twenty-four. :

That the House concur in the Senate amendment to sec-
tion twenty-seven. :

That the Senate reecede from its amendment to section
twenty-nine. ,

That the House coneur in the Senate amendment to sec-
tion thirty. _

Your committee recommend, as a substitute for Senate-
amendment to section thirt%-two, the following, to-wit :.
Amend section thirty-two by strikimg out the words,
‘“and all property exhibited by said. sureties,” in lines.
seventy-six and seventy-seven, printed bill.

Your committee further recommend the addition to the
bill of the following section: “Sgc¢. .. That it shall be
the dutﬂ of the several justices of the peace in this State,
-under the provisions of this act or any law of this State,.
in force at the time, under the instructions of the- Comp-
troller, on or before the first day of January, A. D. 1874,
to make a supplemental assessment of all: property not.
rendered for taxation under the assessment for the present
year in their respective precincts, or properly assessable
1n the same ; and there shall be taken up on the rolls all
unrendered lands, stating the owners of the same if
known ; if not known such fact shall be stated; all of
which zcﬁ)erty not rendered by the party with the agsessed
value shall be returned to the Comptroller on or before the
first day of Jamuary,.A. D. 1874. :

“ When so returned, if any of.said property shall appear -
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«to be rendered and assessed in any other county, such
property shall be checked off of said roll. _

“Tt is hereby made the duty of the Comptroller fo
“furnish the justices of the peace in due time with the

proper blank form for all assessment rolls, and to furnish
sthe several sheriffs of this State with a sufficient number
of the blank tax receipts. For each abstract forwarded
-under-this act to another county, the justice of the peace -
"forwarding the same shall be entitled to a fee of forty cents ;
zand for each of said abstracts received, assessment made
and returned, the justice so doing shall be entitled to
:a fee of forty cents.

““These fees shall be added to the tax and paid by the
person gainst whom the tax is assessed, and such fees
:shall be paid by the State, and the certificate of the justice
«t0 whom they may be due, and the sheriff of his county,
-that the same are correct, shall be sufficient author'}%y for
~the Comptroller to draw his warrant on the State Treas-
aury for the amount in favor of the interested arty.”

N. G. SHELLEY,
Chairman of Senate Committee.
: J. RUSSELL,
. Chairman of House Committee.
«On motion of Mr. Smith of Colorado, Judiciary Com-
mittee No. 1 submitted the following report: =~ ¢
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives : '

Sir: Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was re-
ferred House bill No. 928, entitled ‘‘An act making
donation relief for the heirs and prisoners of the Dawson
massacre in the year 1842, have had the same under
consideration, and instruct me to report-the bill back
with a substitute and recommend that the substitute be
adopted ard passed.

: oo G. W. SMITH, Chairman.

The substitute, a bill to be entitled ‘‘An act to anuthorize
the isstiance of land certificates to the heirs of those who

were killed in the Dawson massacre, near the Salado, in
September, 1842, and of those who were taken prisoners
there, and died while in prison,” was read and adopted.

The bill was then ordered éngrossed.

On motion of Mr. Smith of Colorado, the rules were
suspended, the bill read. third time and passed.

- On motion of Mr. Payne, the Committee on State
.Affairs submitted the following report :
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
senlatives ; . :

Sir: The Commitiee on State Affairs, fo whom was
referred House bill No. 637, to be entitled “An act to
anthorize the County Court of Victoria county to levy a
special tax to repair the jail in said county,”” having con-
sidered the same, recommend that it do pass.

VENTERS, for Committee.

The bill was read second time by caption and ordered
engrossed.

n motion of Mr. Payne, the rules were suspended, the
bill read a third time and passed.
1Onpmg&ion of Mr. Bordeaux, the House adjourned un-
ti13P. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called;
quorum present.

Absent—Messrs. Bewley, Booty, Hester, Hollingsworth,
Mabry, Russell, Salter, Scott, Tilson, Ventersand Wood.

On motion of Mr Ford, Messrs. Armstrong and Watts
were excused for the evening.

Mr. Rimes moved to reconsider the vote passing Senate
bill No. 75, authorizing the County Court of Washington
county to issue bonds for the purpose of funding the in-
debtedness of said county.

On motion of Mr. Sabin, the Committee on Towns and
City Corporations snbmitted the followinirreport :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of' Repre-
sentatives : :

. 8ir: Your Committee on Town and City Corporations,
to whom was referred Senate bill No. 2404, have consid-
ered the same, and instruct me to report the same back to
the House and recommend that it do pass with the ac-

- companying amendment. _
WOOD, Chairman.

In the fifth line of the third section, strike out the words
“two miles,”’ and insert instead thereof the words *‘ three .
quarters of a mile.”

The amendment was adopted.

The bill, being ‘“An act to incorporate the Burleson
Male and Female Academy in Bastrop county,” was read

second time by caption and pasged to a third reading.
73 Hs
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On motion of Mr. Killough, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Morris moved to adjourn. The House refased.

The unfinished business of yesterday was resumed,
House bill No. 615, ““An act amendatory of and supple-
mentary to an act authorizing the =ale and disposition of
the university lands, approved August 30, 1856, approved
November 12, 1866, pending the following amendment
offered by Mr. Storey: Add to section .. the following
proviso: ‘‘ Provided, that if any person not a settler on
the land proposed to be sold, shall offer more than the
settler thereon proposesto give, then it shall be the duty of
the commissioners herein provided for, to advertise and sell
said lands to the highest bidder, as under execution, and
on a credit of five years, purchaser giving note bearing
ten per cent. interest per annum, and a mortgage on the
land to secure the purchase money and interest, payable
annually ; and provided further, that no land not occu-
pied shall be sold, exce}ﬂt to the highest bidder, and for
not less than the value thereof as assessed by said com-
missioners.” - K »

On motion of Mr. Anderson, the amendment was laid
on the table.

Mi. Anderson moved to reconsider the vote just taken.
The House refused. -

Mr. Anderson offered the following amendment :
Amend section - two by striking out all after the word
“county ’’ in line three, to the word ‘‘purposes’ in line
six inclusive, and ingerting in lieu thereof. ¢‘the legally
aunthorized surveyor within whose jurisdiction such lands
are situated.”” The amendment was adopted. _

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section three by striking
out the word ‘‘ county” in line one.

Mr. Winkler moved to lay the bill and amendment on
the table.. Lost by the following vote : :

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Berends, Denton, Eastland, Gas-
ton, Ghent, Gilpin, Harrison, Hester, Kemble, Kleberg,
McDonald, Mills, Morris, Payne, Powers, Prendergast,
Rimes, Robb, Sayers, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith

~of Houston, Storeg, Williams and Winkler—26.

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Allison, Anderson, Bewley,
Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brows of Dallas,
Brown of Upshur, Carroll, Chambers, Cunningham,.Da-
venport. Day, Ellett, Ford, Gillette. Green, Hoffman,
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Ireland, Joseph, Killongh, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry,
Manning, Moore, Nelson, Noeggerath, Phelps, Rainey,
Roberts, Rosborough, Russell, Sabin, Scott, Schmidt,
Shaw, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Venters, Washing-
ton and Westfall—46.

Mr. Payne moved to refer the bill to a select committee
‘of five, with instructions to report thereon Wednesday,
May 28, 11 A. M.

On motion of Mr. Sabin, the motion to refer was laid
on the table.

The amendment was then adopted.

Mr. Allison moved to adjourn. Lost.

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section five by inserting
in line eight, after the word ‘‘otherwise,’’ the words “‘and
in no case shall any one of said commissioners be a citi-
zen of the county where said lands lie.”” Adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section five by inserting
in line six, after the word ‘‘thereof” the words ‘‘ and not
residents of the county where any of said lands are situ-
ated.”” Adopted.

-Mr. Anderson moved to amend section seven by insert-
ing in line fourteen, after the word ‘““clerk’ the words
“notary public.” Adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section eight by filling
%e blank in line three with the words ¢five dollars.”

ost. o

- Mr. Anderson moved to amend section nine by striking
out lines eight, nine, ten and eleven. Adopted. ,

Mr. Anderson moved to fill the blank in line seven, sec-
tion eleven, with the word “‘six.”” Adopted. "

Mr. Anderson moved to fill the blank 1in line eight, see-
tion twelve, with the word ‘‘eight.” ,

Mr. Allison moved to amend by striking out ¢“eight”’
and inserting in lien thereof ‘‘ten.”” Adopted.

The amendment was then adopted.

“Mr. Anderson moved to fill the blank in line fifteen,
section thirteen, with the word “‘twelve.”” Adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section eleven, by add-
ing thereto: ¢ if one be so published.”” Adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to fill the blank in line ten, sec-
tion sixteen, with the word ‘‘thirty.”” Adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section twenty-two by
striking out of lines five, six and seven, all after the
word “years’ to the word ‘‘who,” and inserting in.lien
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thereof ¢ the district attorney of the judicial district in
which said land is sitnated.”” Also, by inserting in line
ten, after the word ‘ served,”’ the words ‘‘returnable to
the district court of the county where said land is sita-
ated.” Also, by filling the blank in line eighteen with
the word ““writ.” Adopted. _

Mr. Anderson moved to strike out of section twenty-
seven, line five, the words ‘‘deed of conveyance.””
Adopted.

Mr. Anderson moved to add to section twenty-sevem,
line eight, the following: ¢ when signed also by the presi-
dent o% the board of trustees.”” Adopted. :

Mr. Anderson moved to add to section twenty-nine th
following: ¢ All laws and parts of laws in conflict with
this act %e and the same are hereby repealed.” Adopted.

Mr. Rainey moved to adjourn. Lost.

Mr. Storey moved to amend section two by inserting af-
ter the word ‘‘purpose,” in line six, the following:
““upon which any person has settled or desires to settle,
or improve for their own use and benefit.”

Mr. Sayers moved to lay the amendment on the table.
The House refused. )

The House then refused to adopt. the amendment.

Mr. Payne moved to amend section twenty-two by in-
serting after the word ‘‘interest,”’ the words ‘‘and one- '
tenth of the principal.” Adopted.

Mr. Rainey moved to adjourn. Lost.

Mr. Rimes moved to add to section thirteen the follow-
ing: ‘¢ Provided, thatin no instance shall any one per--
son, either directly or indirectly, purchase more than one
quarter section of said land.”” ~ Adopted.

Mr. Carroll moved to strike out all after the word
“be,”” in line two, and insert in lien thereof ‘‘invested in
United States interest bearing bonds.” :

" Mr. Payne moved to amend the amendment by striking
out ‘‘ United States,”” and insert in lieu thereof ‘‘Texas.’

Il:{r. Anderson moved to lay both amendments on the
table. :

Division of the question being called for, the House ré-
tused to table the amendment to the amendment.

The House then refused to table the amendment.

The amendment to the amendment was then adopted.

The House then refused to adopt the amendment thus
amended. _

Mr. Rainey moved to adjourn. Lost.
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Mr. Washilifton offered an amendment, pending which,
-on motion of Mr. Ireland, the House adjourned til[9 A. M.
Monday. :

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
AvusTiN, TExas, May 26, 1873. (

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Rev.
‘Mr. Wright. “ Roll called ; auorum present.

Absent—Messrs. Ellett and Wilder.

On motion of Mr. Tilson, Mr. Scott was excused in-
definitely on account of sickness.

On motion of Mr. Winkler, Mr. Ghent was granted in-
definite leave of absence after Wednesday next, on ac-
count of sickness in his family.

On Motion of Mr. Morris, the special committee o1
:ili:{na.nce wasg granted leave to sit during the sessions of the

ouse.

- On motion of Mr. Booty,the reading of the journal was
dispensed with.
r. Rimes moved to take up the Senate concurrent res-
olution providing for sine die adjournment May 26,
. which carried. '
" The resolution having been read, Mr. Rimes moved to
“amend by striking out ‘“May 26, and inserting in lieu
thereof ¢ Monday, June 2.”

Mr. Anderson moved to amend by substituting ‘“ June
4, for ‘“ June 2.” .

Mr. Short moved to postpone the further consideration
of the subject until Friday, May 30, at 11 A. M., and
make it special order for that hour, which carried by the
following vote :

Yeas — Messrs. Speaker, Allison, Anderson, Arm-
strong, Berends, Bewley, Booty, Broaddus, Brown of
Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Davenport,
Day, Denton, Eastland, Ellett, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin,

- Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ire-
land, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Manning, McDonald,
Mills, Morris, Nelson, Payne, Powers, Prendergast,
Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Short, Smith of Colorado, Smith
of Houston, Stockbridge, Thurmond, Tivy, Tom, Ven-
ters, Westfall, Winkler and Wood—51.
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Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Bledsoe, Bordeaux Cunning-
ham, Ford, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry, Moore,
Noeggerath, Phelps, Roberts, Rosborough, Russell Sal-
ter, Sayers, Schmidt, Scott, Shaw, Storey, Tilson, Trolin-
ger, Washington, Watts and Williams—26. '

On motion of Mr. Gilpin, the Committee on Counties-
and County Boundaries submitted the following report :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylox, Speaker of the House. of Repre-

sentatives : o

Sir: Your committee to whom was referred Senate
bill No. 223, entitled ‘“An act to submit the permanent lo- -
cation of the county site of El Paso county to a vote of
the people-of said county,’”” beg leave to report that they
have duly considered the same, and instruct me to return
the bhill and recommend its passage. :

TROLINGER, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Thurmond, the reading of the bill
was dispensed with and it was passed to third reading.

On motion of Mr. Anderson, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed.

-On motion of Mr. Winkler, the Committee on Internal
Improvements was granted further time in which to re-

ort. '

P On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas, the special commit- .

tee upon the arranging and publishing abstracts of land

titles, submitted the following report:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives: :

Sir: The special committee to whom was referred a
resolution jn relation to rearranging and republishing the
abstracts of land titles, and afterwards House bill Neo.
897, ‘“An act to authorize C. H. Randolph, W. A. Pitts
and John O. Johnson to compile an abstract of titled and
patented lands,”’ have considered the subject, and instruct
- me to report said bill No. 897 back to the House and
recortnmend its passage, with the accomparying amend-
ments.

The recompiling, enlargement and publication of the
abstracts, is demanded by the necessities of the State and
the people. But its preparation is a work of great labor,
demanding the strictest attention to details and accuracy.
The committee, therefore, deem it sufficient at this time to
provide for the preparation of the abstracts, leaving to
the next Legislature to provide for their publicat'on.

J. H. BROWN, Chairman.
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- 1. Insert after ‘‘claim,” in line twelve, section one,
“‘the names of both the original owner and the assignee
whenever patented to an agsignee.” . T

2. Strike out the words ““be and he is,” in'line two,
section two, and insert in lieu thereof ‘“and the Comp-
troller be and they are.”’ o :

3:- Fill the first blank in section thre¢ with "¢ one hun-
dred and fifty dollars,”” and the second blank in same
‘section with ¢‘three thousand one hundred and fifty dol-
lars.”” R . _

4. Add to section three, *‘Provided, that when com-
pleted said abstracts shall be deposited in the office of
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, subject to
the order of the Legislature at its next or any future
meeting.”’ . o _

The amendments were adopted, the bill read second
“time and ordered engrossed. . : L

On motion of Mr. Tilson, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed by the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Abbott, Adriance, Allison, An-
derson, Armstrong, Berends, Bewley, Booty, Bordeaux,
Broaddus, Brown of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Chambers,
Davenport, Day, Denton, Eastland, Ellett, Ford, Gaston,
Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Ire-
land, Kemble, Killough, Lane, Leyendecker, Manning,
McDonald, Morris, Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne, Powers,
Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roberts, Rosborough,
Russell, Salter, Sayers, Schmidt, Scott, Short, Smith of

- Colorado, Storey, Stockbridge, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolin-
%srr, éNashington, Watts, Westfall, Williams, Winkler,

‘00d—064. :

Nays—Messrs. Bledsoe, Mills, Moore, Phelps—4.

‘On motion of Mr. Winkler, the special committee upon
the subject of purchasing copies of Paschal’s Digest were
granted leave to report Tuesda%r, May 27, at 11 A. M.,
and said report was made special order for that hour.

On motion of Mr. Powers, House bill No. 487, “‘An act
to provide for the construction and repairing of court
houses and jails by the several counties of the State,”
was taken ué). L

Mr. Wood offered the follpwing amendment: Add to
the end of section nine the words: ‘The bonds author-
ized to be issued under this act shall be transferable by
endorsement. The county.treasurer, when he pays the
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owner or legal holder of any bond the interest or prin-
cipal due or (ioayable on said bond, shall cause said owner
or legal holder to endorse a recelpt on the back of said
bond, in which receipt shall be stated the amount of in-
terest Paid, the gmount of principal paid, with the true
date of payment, which said receipt shall be signed by
the party, his legal agent or attorney, and the county
treasurer shall, at the same time, take a separate receipt
from the legal owner or holder of such bond, his agent or
attorney, which receipts shall state the same facts required
to be endorsed on said bond; and the county treasurer
shall, immediately after any such payment, endorse a
memorandum of such payment, specifying principal, in-
terest and date on the page or opposite page in the regis-
tration book where such bond is registered ; and, from
time to time, as the County Court may settle with the
treasurer, they shall compare his receipts carefully with
the endorsements on the registration book. When said
bonds, or any of them are paid, they shall at once be de-
posited with the district clerk by the treasurer, who shall
Er_esel"ve the same, and, at the next meeting of the

ounty Court after such deposit, the district clerk shall

resent said bonds to the court, who shall proceed to care-
ully compare the receipts endorsed on said bonds with
the receipts endorsed on the registration book, and if
they correspond, and the court find that said bonds have
been fully paid, they shall destroy the same, and cause to .
be written across the face of the registration of said bond,
¢Paid in full’ The county treasurer shall not be allowed,
in settlement with the court, credit for any payment not
properly receigted for on the back of a bond, which is
presented as finally and fully paid.”” The amendment
was adopted, and the second reading of the bill having
been finished, it was ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Payne, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed. _
" On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas, the Committee on
State Affairs reported back Senate bill No. 243, ““An act
for the relief of S. B. Buckley, late Assistant State Geol-
ogist,”” with the recommendation that it be referred to the
Corgmittee on Claims and Accounts, which reference was
made. '

Report from the Committee on Engrossed Bills :
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

8Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have exam-
ined the following bills:

No. 637, ‘‘ An :act to authorize the County Court of
Victoria county toillevy a special tax to repair the jail in
said county.” ' :

No. 928, ““ An aet to authorize the issuance of land
-certificates to the heirs of those who were Kkilled in the
‘Dawson massacre in September, 1842.”

No. 946, ““An act making valid the registration of

certain deeds and other‘instruments of writing.”’

No. 947, ‘“ An act te locate the county seat of Trinity
-county.”

No. 949, *“ An act to secure uniformity of courses and
‘measurements of lines by surveyors.”

No. 950, ““An act concerning judicial advertisements in
*Comanche county.”

No. 948, “An act to amend an act to incorporate the
‘town of Pilot Point, passed October 8, 1866,”

And find the same correctly engrossed. _

BOOTY, Chairman.

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the special committee
‘ugon the charges and specifications against Hon. William
“Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial District, submitted

-the following report, which was read and adopted :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the State of Texas:

Sir: The undersigned, of the select committee to whom

~was referred the resolutions of inquiry into the complaints
amade by the members of the bar and other citizens of the
First Judicial District against William Chambers, judge
-of said district, for high crimes and misdemeanors, al-
leged to have been committed by him as said judge, and
“to report to the House at an early moment whether there
-exists sufficient grounds for impeachment of him, said
Chambers, judge, respectfully report it as the opinion of
:a majority of said committee that said Chambers, judge,
;should be charged and impeached of high crimes and
misdemeanors before the Senate of said State, sitting as a
-court of impeachment, and do herewith submit formal
-articles of impeachment against him, and ask-their adop-
stion by this House, and that his Excellency the Governor
‘be informed hereof, and do further recommend the adop-
ition of the following : :
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‘Resolved, by the House of Representatives of the
State of Texas, Thatthe following articles of impeach-
ment against Wm. Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial
‘District of the State of Texas, be and the same are hereby
adopted and preferred, and that managers be appointed
and instructed to proceed to the Senate of the State of
Texas, as a court of impeachment, and before said court
of impeachment exhibit and urge said articles against said
Chambers, judge aforesaid, said articles and heading
thereof being hereunto attached as part hereof.

ARTICLES OF IMPEACITMENT

Txhibited by the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in the name of all the people of said State,
and in the name of themselves, against William
Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial District of
said State, which are exhibited and charged as fot-
lows :

[Nore.—The words in each of said articles ‘‘and in the name and by
the authority of the State of Texas,” are surplusage, but are included to
prevent dispute in this respect, like in the preceding pending case of
impeachment. —ARMSTRONG. ]

ARTICLE L.

* The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
themselves, and in the name and by the authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that William Chambers, Judge
of the First Judicial District of the State of Texas, while
acting in the caBacity of judge heretofore, to-wit, at the
March term, A. D. 1872, of the District Court of Hardin
county, in said First Judicial District, the cause of the es-
tate of Jacob Luder, deceased, coming on to be heard,
wherein one A. Brown was administrator pro fem., did
then- and there, willfully and unlawfully, and perempto-
rily order the said A. Brown, administrator as aforesaid,
at the ensuing term of said court, to-wit, the July ferm,
A. D. 1872, to pay into court all moneys and effects be-
longing to the estate of Jacob Luder, deceased, that
. might have come into the hands of him, said Brown, ad-
ministrator, or into the hands of his attorneys ; and that
in obedience to said order of said Chambers, judge as
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-aforesaid, Robert H. Leonard, attorney at law for said.
Brown, administrator as aforesaid, did, at the said July
.term of said court, A. D. 1872, holden in and for Hardin
county, pay into court the sum of seven hundred dollars,
which sum of money the said Chambers, judge as afore-
said; then and there put into his own pocket, and still
keeps the said money, and has wholly failed, neglected
~and refused to return the same to said Brown, adminis-
_trator as aforesaid ; and did then and there, unlawfully
and fraudulently convert the said money to-his own use-
and benefit. - '

Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that William
Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his actsafore-
said, is guilty of a high crime, and by reason.of his acts.
aforesaid has rendered himself unfitlonger to, excrcise the
duties of district judge of the State of Texas.

ARTICLE 7JI.

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
themselves, and in the name and by the authority of the:
State of Texas, do charge that William Chambers, Judge
of the First Judicial District of the State of Texas, while
acting in the capacity of judge heretofore, to wit, at the
March term, A. D. 1872, of the District Court of Hardin
county, in said judicial district, the cause of Jacob Luder,
deceased, coming on to be heard, wherein one A. Brown.
was administrator pro fem., did then and there, willfully
and unlawfully, and peremptorily, order the said
A. Brown, administrator as aforesaid, at the ensuing term
of said court, to wit, at the July term, A. D. 1872, to pay
into court all moneys and effects belonging to the estate
of Jacob Luder, deceased, that might have come into the:

. hands of him, said Brown, administrator, or into the
hands of his attorneys; and that in obedience to said
order of said Chambers, judge as aforesaid, Robert H.
Leonard, attorney at law, for said Brown, administrator
as aforesaid, did, at the said July term of said court,
holden in and for the county of Hardin, in the year A. D. -
1872, pay into court the sum of seven hundred dollars, -
which said money the said Chambers, judge, claimed and
received as money escheated to the State of Texas, for-
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want of heirs at law of him, said Luder, deceased, and
“which sum of money the said Chambers, judge as afore-
said, then and there put into his own pocket, and still
keeps the said money, and fails, neglects and refuses to
an the same into the Treasury of the State of Texas, and
as wholly failed so to do, but then and there unlawfull
zand fraudulently converted the said seven hundred dol-
lars to his own use and benefit.
Wherefore the House of Representatives of the State of
"Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that William
Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts as
=aforesaid, is guilty of a high crime, and by reason of his
~acts as aforesaid, has rendered himself unfit longer to
~exercise the duties of district judge of the State of Texas.

ARTICLE III.

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
themselves and in the name and by the authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that William Chambers, Judge
of the First Judicial District of the State of Texas, while

- acting in the capacity of judﬁe heretofore, to-wit., at the
March term, A. D. 1873, of the District Court of Hardin
county, said March term being a regular term of said
court, the cause of the State of Texasv. John W, Leonard

~and Robert H. Leonard, upon a charge contained in a
bill of indictment presented by the grand {7 of Hardin

- county aforesaid, charging the said John W. Leonard and
Robert H. Leonard, defendants, with the crime of swind-
ling the estate and heirs of Jacob Luder of the sum of six
hundred and seventy-five dollars, came on to be heard,

-and issue being then and there joined upon a plea of “not

. guilty,”” pleaded by said defendants, certain matters then

-and there became material, to-wit., ‘‘whether Jacob
Luder, deceased, had any living heirs?’ and also,
‘“whether one A. Brown, administrator, had appealed to

“the Hon. William Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial
District, for protection from the acts of his attorneys and

the appointment of other attorneys to represent him, the
said ﬁ Brown, administrator, in the matter of the admin-

"istration of the estate of Jacob Luder, deceased?’ And
*the said William Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial
District, then and there upon the trial of said cause, then
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and there being investigated before a jury.of twelve good:
and lawful men, said cause being a judicial proceeding,
before John .J. Dollard, clerk of the District Court of
Hardin county and State of Texas (said John J. Dollard .
then and there being an officer duly commissioned and °
ualified, and authorized and empowered by the laws of -
exas to administer oaths in judicial proceedings), did then'.
and there make and take his corporeal oath ‘‘to testify
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth
touching the matters then and there on issuein said cause,
so help him God ;”’ and the said William Chambers did
then and there, upon his said corporeal oath, lawfully ad-
ministered as aforesaid, falsely, wickedly, willfully, un-
lawfully, corruptly and feloniously say, depose and .
swear upon his oath aforesaid, that *‘ John W. Leonard .
(meaning John W. Leonard, the defendant) told me
(meaning him, the said .Chambers), at the March term of
the court, 1873 (meaning the March term, A. D. 1872, of
the District Court of Hardin county), in open court, that
Jacob Luder, deceased, had heirs residing in the State of -
New York ;’’ and the said William Chambers, judge as .
aforesaid, did then and there, upon his said corporeal
oath, so lawfully administered as aforesaid, falsely, wick- .
edly, willfully, unlawfully, corruptly and feloniously
further depose, say and swear, that ¢ at the March term,
1872, of this court (meaning the District Court of Hardin
county}: Mr. A. Brown, the administrator of the estate of
. Jacob Luder, deceased, appealed to me in open court for -
grotec_tion against the acts of his attorneys 811eaning the .
efendants John W. Leonard and Robert H. Leonard),”
whereas, in truth and in fact, the said John W. Leonard
did not tell the said Chambers at any time that the said .
Jacob Luder had heirs residing in the State of New York,
or that Luder had any living heirs; and whereas, in
truth and in fact, the said A. Brown did nof af said time-
or any other time in open court appeal to said William
Chambers for protection against the acts of said John W,
Leonard and Igobert H. Leonard, but the said statements.
so made under his corporeal oath as aforesaid, were
falsely, willfully, wickedly, unla.wful}iy, corruptly, ma-
liciously and feloniously said, deposed and sworn, with
the wicked, willful and felonious intent to cause a verdiet
of said jury to pass against the said John W. Leonard
and Robert H. Leonard, in order that. they might then:

[4



1158 Houst JOURNAL. [May 26, 1873.

and there be convicted of the crime of swindling, whereof
they then and there stood charged; wherefore, the said
William Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial District
of the State of Texas, in manner and form aforesaid, did
.falsely, wickedly, willfully, maliciously, urlawfully, cor-
ruptly and feloniously commit the crime of willful and
corrupt perjury. ' :
‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that Wil-
liam Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts
-as aforesaid, is guilty of a high crime, and by reason of
his acts as aforesaid, has rendered himself unfit longer to
exercise the duties of district judge of the State of Texas.

ARTICLE IV.

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
themselves, and in the name and by the authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that William Chambers, Judge
-0f the First Judicial District of the State of Texas, while
.acting in the capacity of judge heretofore, to-wit, at the
....... ". term, A. D. 1872, of the District Court of Jeffer-
son county, a certain cause of the State of Texasv. John
S. Marble, came on to be heard, said cause being founded
uf)on a bill of indictment charging the said John S. Mar-
ble with the crime of theft, and the jury having heard.
the indictment read, the evidence, the argument of coun-
sel and charge of the court as to the law (the said Wil-
liam Chambers then and there presiding as judge), and '
the said jury thereu}ilon did find the defendant guilty,
-and assess his punishment at ....... dollars fine and
imprisonment in the county jail for two hours, whereupon
the defendant’s counsel, R. H. Leonard, informed the
court that before adjournment le, said counsel, would
resent and argue a motion for a mew frial, but wholly
-disregarding the request of said counsel, said William
Chambers, judge as aforesaid, did immediately order the
sherifi of Jefferson county to, confine the said defendant -
Marble in the county jail of said county for the time of
two hours, and (it being then and there noon) adjourn
-court till two o’clock P. M., same day, and upon meeting -
-of the court at the appointed time, the said John S. Mar-
ble having been confined in said jail for two hours pur-:
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suant to said order of the court, a motion for a new trial
in said camse upon the ground that the charge of the
court to the jury was contrary to law, coming on to be
heard, the same was then and there sustained, the said
Marble having been wrongfully and oppressively confined
in said jail as aforesaid, by order of said ghambers,
judge as aforesaid, and without regard to the request
made by the counsel of said Marble, to permit and hear
motion for new trial in said cause, and upon a verdict
based upon the wrongful and oppressive charge of the
:iud%e aforesaid. .

Wherefore the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that William
Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts afore-
said, is guilty of malfeasance in office, and by reason of
his acts as aforesaid, has rendered himself untit longer to
exercise the duties of district judge of the State of Texas.

ARTICLE V.

The House of Representatives of the State ‘of Texas,
in the name of all the people of said State, in the name
of themselves, and in the name and by authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that William Chambers, Judge
of the First Judicial District of the State' of Texas, while
acting in the c.a.Bacity of %'udge heretofore, to-wit, at the
July term, A. D. 1872, of the District Court of Hardin
county, the cause of the State of Texas v. A. Brown,
John W. Leonard and Robert H. Leonard, for the crime
-of swindling, coming on to be heard, and the defendants
John W. Leonard and Robert H. Leonard, demanding a
trial, the district attorney pro fem., asked verbally for a

. continunance without showing any cause or pretended
cause therefor, although defendants demanded cause to
be shown, the said Chambers, judge as aforesaid, disre-
garded the demands in this respect of the said defend-
ants, and without giving reasons therefor, continued the
said cause, to the great damage of defendants; and while
the said Robert H. Leonard was then and there proceed-
ing to ask for immediate trial of said cause, the said
Chambers, judge, then and there expressed and mani-
fested much and violent passion toward and at said
Robert H. Leonard, and then .and there in a passionate
manner ordered the clerk of said court to enter a fine of
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one hundred dollars against said Robert H. Leonard,
without any just reason or cause therefor; and did then
and there order the district attorney pro Zem. to file a mo-
tion with the clerk of gaid court for a rule against the
said Robert H. Leonard and John W. Leonard, being-
then and there practicing attorneys in said court, to be-
and appear at the next term of the District Court of Har--
din county, and show cause why the said Robert H.
Leonard and John W. Leonard should not be stricken
from the roll of attorneys, he, the said Chambers, judge,
not showing any sufficient cause: for such unjustifiable’
and summary proceeding against the said Robert H..
Leonard and John W. Leonard, and he, said Chambers,.
judge, made the sa.d order willfully, wickedly and mali--
ciously to gratify his pra‘;tdices against the said Robert
H. Leonar§ and John W. Leonard, and to defeat their
practice as attorneys and counsellors at law, and with the-
willful and wicked intent to prejudice and oppress them
and to influence the minds of the people against them,
and thereby affect and injure them on the trial of the
cause of the State of Texas v. A. Brown, John W. Leon-
ard and Robert H. Leonard, then pending in said: court.

‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
-of Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that William
Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial District of said.
State, by reason of his aets aforesaid, is gnilly of mal--
feasance in office, and by reason of his said acts has ren--
- dered himself unfit longer to exercise the duties of district:
judge of the State of Texas. :

ARTICLE VL.

The House of Representatives of the State off Texas, in
‘the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
"themselves, and in the name and by the authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that William ChambBers, Judge
of the First Judicial District of the State of Texas, while
acting in the capacity of judge heretofore, to-wit, at the
March term, A. D. 1873, of the District Court of Hardin
county, the zaid cause of the State of Texas v. A. Brown,,
John %V Leonard and Robext H. Leonard came on to be
heard, and was set for trial at the morning of the sixth
day of March, A. D. 1873; and on the morning of said
sixth day, in open court, the said camse being a charge of’
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swindling, numbered No. 182 upon the criminal docket of
the' District Court of Hard}u count{, being called for trial,
did cause the members of the bar then and there present
to be called into court, and in the presence of the jury of
the court, the bystanders, the officers of the court and the
members of the bar, did proceed to make remarks and
statements respecting said cause, and say that he wished
to make a personal explanation to the members of the
bar, and by his remarks indicated that he, the said Cham-
bers, judge, was the chief prosecutor in this cause, and
said, among other things, that he had been called upon
by a surety of A. Brown, one of the defendants, said
Brown being the administrator pro fem. of Jacob Luder,
deceased, for protection against the acts of said A. Brown,
administrator as aforesaid, and had also been called upon
by said A. Brown for protection against the acts of the
defendants John W. Leonard and Robert H. Leonard,
his attorneys, and for the appointment of other attorneys
to represent him, the said A. Brown, in the administration
of the said estate of Jacob Luder, deceased; and further
stated that an effort had been made by some attorney-at-
law (without naming him) before the grand jury of Har-
din county, at the November term, A. D. 1872, of the
District Court of said county, to indict him, the said
Chambers, judge, for receiving and retaining in his hands
the sum of seven hundred dollars of the moneys of Jacob
Luder, deceased ; and further said that until applications
were made to him by said surety and said administrator,
he, William Chambers, judge, did not know that any-
body had done anything wrong, ‘‘and that certain parties
glot saying who) had made certain reports about him, said

hambers, in connection with this case, apparently to affect
his influence in the trial of this cause;”” and further said
that ¢“this court knew its rights, duties and gowers, and
would protect its rights, perform its duties and enforce its

owers to the utmost,”” and many other remarks directly
‘bearing on the merits of the cause of the State of Texas v.
A. Brown, John W. Leonard and Robert H. Leonard
aforesaid, all of which was made in a declamatory, excited
and passionate manner and tone of voice, and designed
by him, said Chambers, judge, corruptly, maliciously and
oppressively to influence the jury and bystanders against
the defendants in the trial of said cause and procure their

74 HY



1162 HousE JOURNAL. [May 26, 1873.

conviction of the crime of swindling, whereof they then
and there stood charged.

‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the.State
of Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that Wil-
liam Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts
aforesaid,. is guilty of malfeasance in office, oppression
and other wrongs, and by reason of his acts as aforesaid,
has rendered himself unfit longer to exercise the duties
of district judge of the State of Texas.

ARTICLE VII.

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas,
in the name of all the people of said State, and in the
name of themselves, and in the name and by the author-
ity of the State of Texas, do charge that William Cham-
bers, Judge of the First Judicial District of the State of
Texas, while acting in the capacity of jud%e heretofore,
to-wit, at the March term, A. D. 1873, of the District Court
of Hardin county, the criminal cause No. 182, to-wit, the
State of Texas v. A. Brown, John W. Leonard and Robert
" H. Leonard, coming on to be heard and determined, and
the parties defendant in said cause being put upon trial,
the said William Chambers was sworn and. testified as a
witnegs in behalf of the State in said. cause; and that
when George W. O’Brien, attorney for the defendants,
John W. Leonard and Robert H. Leonard, presented a
point of law to the court bearing upon the case, ‘‘that
where the judge was a witness in any cause, he might
postpone the trial of the cause for trial by another judge,”
and proceeded to argue the application of said principle
to the cause then on trial, the said William Chambers,
judge, did then and there order two several fines of 1ifty
dollars each, to be entered against said O’Brien, attorney,-
which fines were ordered without any legal cause or rea-
son, the said_attorney not being in contempt, but said .
fines were ordered for the malicious and oppressive pur-
pose of affecting the minds of the jury unfavorably
against the defendants, and defeating and confusing the
arguments of said attorney, which said attorney was pre-
senting in the case, and to prejudice the minds of the jury
against the said attorney and his arguments in behalf of
the defendants ; and the said Chambers, judge, a few days
thereafter, and outside of the court house, did make the
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following remark : ‘‘That he had been very lenient with
attorneys this court, but that he was going to Beaumont
next week, and there is a jail there for the disorderly,
and he would have some of them in there if they do not
mind,”” which said remark was malicious and slanderous
of the attorneys of the First Judicial District. .
‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in view of the. premiges, do charge that Wil-
liam Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts
aforesaid, is guilty of malfeasance in office, and by reason
of his acts as aforesaid, has rendered himself nnfit longer
tr{\) exercise the duties of district judge of the State of
exas. ' :

ARTICLE VIIIL

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
themselves, and in the name and by the authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that heretofore, to wit, at the
March term, A. D. 1872, of the District Court of Hardin
county, Willlam Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial
District of the State of Texas, while acting in the capacity
of judge, there coming on to be heard a certain criminal
cause, to wit, The State of Texas v. Wesley Holland,
founded upon a bill of indictment charging said Holland
with robbery, by his taking an ox from one Jacob J.
Busby, the property of said Busby, and issue being taken
on the plea of ‘‘not guilty,” put in by said Holland,
when the defendant Holland attempted to prove that the
ox charged to have been stolen by defendant was not the
pr?erty of said Busby, and was not in the possession of
said Busby, but was in truth the property of said defen-
dant Holland, the said Chambers, judge, maliciously and
oppressively, to ¢ause a verdict to be rendered by thejury
against said Holland, and to procure the conviction of
said Holland of the crime of robbery, whereof he stood
charged, did then and there refuse to let such evidence go
to the jurfy as offered by the attorney of said Holland.

‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that William
Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reazon of his acts afore-
said, is guilty of malfeasance in office, and by reason of
his acts as aforesaid has rendered himself unfit longer to

exercise the duties of District Judge of the State of
Texas. :
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ARTICLY IX.

- The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, and in the
name of themselves, and in the name and by the
authority of the State of Texas, do charge that Wil- .
liam Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial District of
the State of Texas, heretofore, to-wit, on the twenty-
first day of March, A. D. 1871, the same being the sec-
ond day of the March term, A. D. 1871, of the District
Court of Jefferson county, the said Chambers acting as
judge thereof, and there coming on to be heard a certain
criminal cause, 27o. 437, entitled, ¢ The State of Texas v.
Bartemus Cooper,”’ founded upon a bill of indictment
presented by the grand jury of said county, charging
said Cooper with the crime of rescuing a Erisoner rom
the custody of Thomas Smith, deputy sheriff of said
county, which cause was the first cause presented to a
petit jury at said March term of said court; and the de-
fendant pleading ‘‘not guilty”’ to the charge contained in
said bill of indictment, said cause proceeded to trial;
that during said trial the said William Chambers, judge,
became much. excited in manner and words, an(]1 fre-

uently during the argument of said cause by G. W.

"Brien and R. H. Leonard, attorneys for Cooper, he,
said Chambers, judge, did interrupt and stop said attor-
neys in their argument to the jury, untruthfully charging
them with going outside the record, and in a passionate
manner an§ tone of voice, threatened to fine said attor-
neys for contempt of court for their argument, they hav-
ing committed no actof contempt, but confined themselves
in their argument to their legitimate limits and privi-
leges ; and said Chambers, judge, thereby interfering and
trying to prevent a fair investigation and trial of the said
cause ; and when the jury, after a few minutes’ delibera-
tion, found a verdict for the defendant, the said Cham-
bers, judge, did, in a passionate and angry manner and
tone of voice, discharge said jury for the term, and order

. another to beimpaneled, thereby impliedly and apparently
charging twelve good citizens- of said county with unfit-
ness to act as jurors, and thereby showing and practicing
his disregard of the laws of our State regulating juries.

Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in view of the premises, do-charge that Wil-
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liam Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts
aforesaid, is guilty of malfeasance in office, and by reason
of his acts, as aforesaid, has rendeved himself unfit

longer to exercise the duties of district judge of the State
of Texas. :

ARTICLE X.

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
themselves, and in the name and by the authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that William Chambers, judge
of the First Judicial District of the State of Texas, while
acting in the capacity of judge heretofore, to-wit, at the
November term, A. D. 1872, of the District Court of Jef-
ferson county, there comrag on to be heard the criminal
case entitled, ‘‘ The Statcof Texas v..Sandy Cruse,”” upon
.an indictment for murden:and said cause having been sub-
mitted to a jury, said jury brought in a verdict of
“guilty,” against said Cruse, and fixed his punishment
at five years in the %enitentiary, and on the same day of
the verdict found, there was entered judgment thereon
of the court, ordering the sheriff of said county to con-
vey said Sandy Cruse to the State penitentiary, there to
receive the punishment fixed npon him by said verdict
and judgment, and thereupon defendant Cruse, by his
attorneys, John Jackson and James Armstrong, filed in
said cause and in said court, on the next day after the
said frial, verdict and judgment in said cause, a mo-
tion for a new trial in sald cause, alleging divers grounds
in gaid motion, and, among other maitters, objecting to
said gudgment, which motion being considered by the
said Chambers, judge, the same was overruled and new
trial refused, and thereupon, and in proper time, the de-
fendant, by his attorneys in open court, gave notice of ap-
peal to the Suireme Court, and further say that said
aﬁpeal was taken as prescribed by law (afterwards
allowed by the Honorable .... Walker, one of the judges
of the Supreme Court), and, notwithstanding said appeal
of said cause, on notice thereof given in open court, the
said Chambers, judge, did order as aforesaid, peremp-
torily, and contrary to lay, the sheriff of Jefferson county
to immediately convey said Sandy Cruse to the State
penitentiary, which said order being promptly obeyed by
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said sheriff, and in a short time after the adjournment of
said District Court, the said Sandy Cruse was conveyed
to the State penitentiary at Huntsville, where he is now
gerving out the time assessed against him by said verdict
and judgment, and during the pending appeal of his case.

‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State of
Texas, in view of the ?remises, do charge that William
Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts afore-
said, is guilty of malfeasance in office, and by reason of
his acts as aforesaid, has rendered himself unfit longer to
exercise the duties of District Judge of the State of Texas.

ARTICLE XI.

The House of I'epresentatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
themselves and in the name and lely the authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that V illiam Chambers, Judge
of the First Judieial District of the State of Texas, while
acting in the ca%l:it of judge, heretofore, to-wit, during
the year of our Lord, 1871, there being a suit then insti-
tuted in the county of Liberty, and State aforesaid, in the
district court of said county, entitled ¢ The corporation of
the town of Liberty v. George Ricks, ef al,”’ for the pos-
session of a ferry near said town, in said county, and
ferry boats belonging to said ferry, and back rent, about
one thousand two hundred dollars, and damage for breach
of bond, and Mr. A. T. Waits, attorney for said - corpo-
ration, having applied to said Chambers, judge, for an
order to be §ranted by him, said Chambers, judge, to
have the said ferry and ferry boats taken from and out of
the possession of him, the said Ricks, and without an
bond to be given b‘{ the said corporation to the said
Ricks, to secure said Ricks for such damage as he might
suffer by his being thus dis(fossessed, and which applica-
tion and order was granted accordingly by said Cﬁmm-
bers, judge, and obeyed by the sheriff of said county, and
the said ferry and ferry boats were, by virtue of said
order, which was granted as aforesaid, unlawfully taken
from the possession of him, the said Ricks, and without
any bond of security, as required by law in such cases,
being given by the said corporation to the said Ricks,
(one C. C. Chambers, brother of the said Chambers,
judge, being then mayor of said town), he, the said
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judge, granting said order with the wicked, willful and
unlawful infent to oppress him, the said Ricks, and de-
Brive him of his just rights of and in said ferry and ferry

oats, and said Ricks was thereby unlawfully deprived
of his said ferry and ferry boats for several months, to
his very great damage.

‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that William
Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts afore-

. said, is guilty of malfeasance in office, and by reason of

his acts as aforesaid, has rendered himself unfit longer to
exercise the duties of District Judgeof the State of Texas.

ARTICLE XII.

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of all the people of said State, in the name of
themselves, and in the name and by the authority of the
State of Texas, do charge that William Chambers, judge
of the First Judicial Disirict of the State of Texas, while
acting in the capacity of judge heretofore, to-wit, during
the year A. D. 1872, there was a suit instituted in the
District Court of Liberty county, entitled ‘‘The corpora-
tion of the town of Liberty v. Beasley Prewitt,”’ to recover
possession of aferry and ferry boat, and sometimé during
the month of November of said year, on the application
of the plaintiff, the said Chambers, judge, Ifully,
wickedly and unlawfully ordered the said ferry and
ferry boats to' be taken out of the possession of said de-
fendant, by the sheriff of said county, and by the said
gheriff placed in the hands of one Vghitlock, whom he
called receiver, and which was then and there accordingly
done, and by which illegal and oppressive order the said
Prewitt was greatlﬁinjured and oppressed.

‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas do charge that William Chambers, judge as
aforesaid, by reason of his acts aforesaid, is guilty of
malfeasance in office, and by reason of his acts as afore-
said, has rendered himself unfit longer to exercise the du-
ties of District Judge of the State of Texas.

ARTICLE XIII.

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas, in
the name of the people of said State, in the name of
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themselves, and in the name and by the author-
ity of the State of Texas, do charge that William
Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial.District of the
State of Texas, while acting in the capacity of judge
heretofore, to-wit, during the month of February, A. D.
1872, there was pending in the District Court of Cham-
bers county, a suit entitled ¢ William H. Cooper and wife
v. Hugo Francis,”” and during the February term, A. D.
1872, of said court, the said suit came on for trial, and
a jury being impanneled to try the same, and both parties
introduced evidence in their respective behalfs, and among
other things defendant introduced before the jury evi-
dence of bad character of the plaintiff, and thereupon the
plaintiff offered to introduce evidence of a general good
character in rebuttal, which the said Chambers, judge,
then and there wickedly, willfully and unlawfully refused
to let it go to the jury, and then the defendant demurred
to the plaintiff’s evidence introduced, heard the defend-
- ant’'s counsel in support of the demurrer, but he, said

judge, then and there willfully, wickedly and unlawfully
refused to hear the counsel for the plaintiff in reply,
withdrew the case from the jury, dismissed and ordered
judgment against glaintiff for costs ; all done by the said
judgé to wrong and oppress the said plaintiffs.

‘Wherefore, the House of Representatives of the State
of Texas, in view of the premises, do charge that Wil-
. liam Chambers, judge as aforesaid, by reason of his acts

aforesaid, is guilty of malfeasance in office, and by reason
of his acts aforesaid, has rendered himself unfit longer to
exercise the duties of district judge of the State of Texas.

A. 8. BROADDUS, Chairman.
C. C. GALLAWAY,

L. J. STOREY,

SAM. T. ROBB.

Mr. Wood moved to reconsider the vote of Saturday
passing Senate joint resolution authorizing the account-
ants employed by the joint committee appointed by the
Legislature to investigate the Treasurer’s and Comptrol-
ler’s offices of this State, to write up and Tproperly balance
and adjust the books of the late State Treasurer, George
W. Honey, to May 27, 1872, and to perform other duties
therein specified, also prescribing the duties of the Comp-
troller in connection therein. .

On motion of Mr. Bewley, and ander instructions from
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the House, the Speaker appointed Messrs. Bewley, Robb

and Lane a committee to inform the Senate of the adop-

tion by the House of articles of impeachment against

Hon. William Chambers, Judge of the First Judicial

District.

On motion of Mr. Powers, the Special Joint Committee:
upon Public Lands and Land Office submitted the follow--
ing report, which was adopted : '

Hon. E. B. Pickett, President of the Senate, and Hon..
M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sirs: The Joint Committee of the Senate and House
of Representatives on Public Lands and Land Office, to-
whom was referred the special communication of the-
Governor, and the letter of the Attorney General accom-
anying the same, in regard to certain proceedings in the-
istrict Court of Webb county relating to the confirma-
tion of land titles in the counties of Webb and Zapata,
have had this subject matter under consideration, and
have instructed us to report that we find that under the-

rovisions of ‘‘An act entitled an act to ascertain and ad-
judicate certain legal claims for land against the State,
sitfated between the Nueces and Rio Grande rivers,”’ ap-
proved February 11, 1860, one Daniel Ruggles, on the
sixteenth day of June, 1860, filed two certain petitions in
the District Court of Webb county, setting forth two:
separate and distinet tracts of land, and numbered eleven
and fourteen respectively of the files of said court.

That on the fifteenth of December following amended
petitions were filed in each of said cases.

That the district attorney filed answers in said causes,.
and on the eighth of January, 1862, one of said causes,
No. 14, was tried on the merits and judgment entered.
therein at length on the minutes of the court, from which
it appeared that the whole of said tract was granted to one-
Joaquin Galan by the Spanish government about or before:
the year 1805, who sold said land to one Manuel Garza;
that afterwards the town of Palafox was founded by the-
SEanish government, and a portion of said town was laid
off on the front of this tract of land, and extending across
the Rio Grande, and the municipal jurisdiction of said
town extended up and down on the front of said land for
" some six leagues.

That said Garza, the grantee of Galan, received in com-
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pensation from the government other lands, called the
“ Balconcitas,”” above and adjoining the lands in the suit
tried, and that these lands so received in compensation
for the Palafox lands were the lands embraced in the
«other petition, No. 11, before mentioned.

That the decree in said suit No. 14 confirmed the whole
of the tract described in the petition, excegting therefrom
‘what appeared to have been taken for and belonged to the
municipal jurisdiction of Palafox, amounting to about
thirty-six square leagues.

The other case, No. 11, for the Balconcitas tract re-
‘mained on the docket until January 4, 1871, and in the
‘meantime, from some inattention of the different persons
acting as clerks, in not filing regularly the original papers,
seems to have been confounded in two new numbers,
sixteen and seventeen. and also to have been confounded
with the case that was tried, and in these numbers orders
‘were entered on the minutes on the above date, dismissing
them for want of jurisdiction; that on the eighth day of
March, 1872, the said causes are ordered to be reinstated
-on the docket. :

That on March 13, 1872, by an order of the court the
file numbers of these suifs as sixteen and seventeen are
changed to eleven and fourteen, as stated, to conform to
‘the original file numbera. :

That on the twelfth of March, a motion was entertained
%y the court to vacate the judgment rendered in cause
No. 151, on the eighth day of January, 1862, and was sus-
tained.

That on the thirteenth day of March, 1872, the original
-causes, Nos. 11 and 14, were, on motion, cosolidated for
‘trial as.original causes, and were so tried as one cause,
and judgment rendered against the State for the lands
described in both original petitions, embracing some sixty
 odd leagues.

The committee consider the proceedings of the court in
‘these last &)roceedings as entirely without jurisdiction;
that it had no authority to set aside the judgment of
«eighth of January, 1862, and after the dismissal of the
-causes on the fourth of January, 1871, it had no author-
ity in March, 1872, to reinstate and vitalize them.

Nor do the committee think that the court could yunder
any circumstances consolidate these cases. The law con-
templated that each separate tract of land should form



May 26, 1873.] "HoUSE JOURNAL. 17

the base of a separate claim ; the claimant, Ruggles, had
acted on this principle, and he was estopped to say that
what he had sworn to and presented to the court as two
distinet tracts of land, was in fact only one tract. Be-
sides the State is not bound by the:semblance of a judg-
‘ment like the one in this case. No attorney-of the State
“has authority to make any admissions against it.

These 3>roceedings, viewed in a egurely egal light, strike
the mind as an original proceeding against ‘t;i:e State,
-without its consent, and of course without legal and con-
-sgtu:,ional authority, and are therefore void of all legal
effect.

The committee further find that during the late war the
judicial records of Zapata countngere lost and destroyed,
and that under the above recited act confirmation of cer-
tain grants to lands in said county had taken place in the
District Court of that county. _

That the District Court of Webb county, to which Za-
pata county is now attached for judicial purposes, has
«entertained several petitions against the State to re-estab-
ish the pleadings and judgments in said cases.

The committee are unanimously of the opinion that
these cases are original proceedings against the State,
prosecuted without its authority, and are therefore void
of all legal effect. ,

In giving these:views the committee present what occurs
to them as inevitdble legal conclusions, that whatever con-
venience it mightibe to the parties to resort to these meas-
ures, or whatever merit there might be in their respective
claims or cases, thus situated, their legal status can not
be changed or vitalized in this manner.

- The committee therefore recommend the passage of the
subjoined resolution, and beg to be discharged from fur-
#ther consideration of the subject.

» A.J. BALL,
Chairman Senate Committee.
' S. POWERS,
' Chairman House Committee.

Resolved, as the sense of this House, That the Attorney
‘Greneral should take measures to have each and all of the
casesireferred to in the foregoing report removed into the
Supreme Court of the State for review and correction.

he (Cpmmittee on Enwolled Bille submitted the fol-
:lowing Meports :
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre--

sentatives : .

Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have earefully
examnined the following bills, to-wit :

No. 48, “Arr act regulating juries.”

No. 742, ‘““An act amendatory of an act to incorporate:
the Galveston Agricultural, Horticultural and Industrial
Association.” _

No. 318, “An act to repeal section sixty of an act en-
titled an act concerning private corporations, approved
December 2, 1871.7

No. 332, “An act supplemental to and amendatory of
the several acts concerning injunctions.” :

No. 873, ‘‘An act supplementary to an act entitled an.
act to provide for the organization of the State Lunatic.
Asylum, and for the care and maintenance of the insane,
approved February 5, 1858.”

0. 483, ‘“‘An act to aid in the construction of the Gulf,
West Texas and Pacific Railway.”

And find the same correctly enrolled, and have this the-
P day of May, at 10:45 o’clock A. M., presented
the same to the Governor for his approval.

HAW, Chairman.
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills hdve care-
fully examined the following bill :

0. 850, ‘“‘An act prescribing the times of holding gen-
eral elections in this State.” o

And find the same correctly enrolled, and have this the
twenty-sixth day of May, at 10:45 o’clock A. M., pre-
gented the same to the fovernor for his approval, and

saw him sign the same.
: SHAW, Chairman. .
The special order was announced, Senate bill No. 307,
“An act to reorganize certain judicial districts, and to
abolish certain other judicial districts therein named.”
Mr. Mills moved to postpone the special order until
Saturday, May 31, at 11 A. M. :
Myr. Short moved to lay that motion on the table, which
carried. ' ‘
Mr. Smith of Houston moved to refer the bill to a spe-
cial committee of seven, with instructions to report there-
on Tuesday, May 27, at 10 A. M., and that. sﬁd repor
be made the special order for that hour.
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Mr. Robb moved to lay the motion on the table. Th
‘House refused to table by the following vote :

" Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong, Bewley, Ford, Gallaway
Harrison, McDonald, Moore, Prendergast, Robb, Ro
-erts, Short, Watts, Westfall, Winkler and Wood—15.

Nays—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Anderson, Berends
Bledsoe, Booty, Broaddus, Brown of Upshur, Carroll.
Chambers, Cook, Cunningham, Davenport, Day, Denton
Eastland, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Hester, Hol
lingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Lane, Manning
‘Mills, Morris, Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne, Phelps, Pow
-ers, Rainey, Rimes, Rosborough, Russell, Sabin, Salter
Sayers, Schmidt, Shaw, Smith of Colorado, Sniith o
Houston, Storey, Stockbridge, Tilson, Tivy, Washingtor
and Williams—51.

The resolution to refer was carried.

The Speaker appointed the following committee unde
‘the resolution : essrs. Smith of Houston, chairman
Abb(étt, Leyendecker, Morris, Robb, Sayers and Thw
mond. :

"The motion to reconsider Senate joint resolution No. 43
-authorizing the accountants employed by the joint com
mittee appointed by the Legislature to investigate th
‘Treasurer’s and Comptroller’s offices of this State, to writ
up and properly balance and adjust the books of the lat
State Treasurer, George W. Homney, to May 27, 1872, an:
‘to perform other duties therein specified ; also, preserit
‘ing the duties of the Comptroller in connection thereir
‘was put and carried.

Mr. Wood moved to amend the bill by striking out al
-commencing with the eighth line from the bottom of th
-first page and to include all contained in the first thre
lines at the top of the second page. Adopted.

The joint resolution then passed. . :

A message was received from the Senate informing tt
House that the Senate had passed the following bills o1
.ginating in the Senate, viz:

No. 86, ‘“ An act supplementary and amendatory of s
act to provide for the establishment of the Agricultur
and Mgchanical College of Texas, approved April 1
1871.”

No. 127, “An act to amend the twenty-second secti
of an act prescribing the times of. holding the distr
-courts jn the several judicial districts in the State, a
proved; Febrnary 6, 1871.”

sic
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No. 223, < An act to submit the permanent location of’
the county site of El Paso county to a vote of the people
of the county.” :

No. 369, ‘“ An act to: ascertain the amounts due the
teachers of the public firee schools of this State prior to-
the first day of March, 1873, and to provide for the pay--
ment of the same.”

No. 870, ¢‘ An act to provide for the payment of sheriffs
for guards employed in conveying prisoners to the Peni-
tentiary of the State.”

Also the following bills originating in the House, viz:

No. 66, ‘“ An act to amend an act to incorporate the
Dallas and Wich.ta Railroad Company, and to aid in the
construction thereof.”

No. 599, ‘“ An act to incorporate the Corpus Christi
and Rio Grande Railway Company, and to aid in the
construction of the same.” '

No. 775, ““An act amendatory of and supplemental to
an act to incorporate the Texas Timber and Prairie Rail-
road Company, approved Aungust 15, 1870.”

No. 867, “An act to levy a special tax in the county of
ﬁggﬁlina, for the purpose of building a court house and
! No. 874, “An act to authorize the County Court of
Celorado county to issue interest bearing bonds for the
purpose of funding:the present outstanding indebtedness-
of said county.”

-No. 881, ‘“An act fier the relief of the heirs of Wiggin--
son Loving.”

No. 902, “An act to amend. section one of an act to-
amend the thirty-fourth and thirty-sixth sections of an
act prescribing the times of holding the District Courtsin
the several judicial districts in: the State, approved.
August 10, 1870, aé)prov&ed February 6, 1871.”

And that the Senate had adopted the report of the-
Committee of Conference on House bill No. 721, ‘“An act-
to regulate the assessment and colleetion of taxes.”

Also, that the Senate had &assed the following bill
originating in the Senate, No. 227, “‘An act requiring the-
Treasurer of the State to receive all payments due on all
notes given by purchasers of university lands, sold under-
the provisions of an act for the dispesition and sale of the-
university lands, approved Auigst' 30, 1856, and an act
amendatory thereof, approved Novsmber 6, 1866; and to:
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require the Commissioner of #the General Land Office to
issue patents on said lands.”

Also, that the Senate had passed House bill No. 927,
‘“An act to provide for the safe keeping and protection of
the State house, or so much thereof as may include the
public halls, the committee rooms used by the members
of the Legislature, and all the furniture and fixtures be-
longing to the same, and all the books, maps, charts and
g:ptzr;s’ belonging to or appertaining to the library of the

ate.

Senate bill No. 75, ‘““An act to authorize the County
Court of Washington county to issue bonds for the pur-
pose of funding the indebfedness of said county®con-
tracted for the building of a jail, and to provide for their
payment,”’ was taken up, pendin%a. motion to reconsider
tl}g vote passing the bill. The House refused to recon-
sider. '

House bill No: 857, ‘‘An act to provide for the holding
of an election for county officers in the county of Waller,
and authorizing commissioners to hold the same,” was
taken up, and the Senate amendments thereto read and
concurred in, thus passing the bill.

Mr. Green moved to reconsider the vote Eassing the
bill, and to lay that motion on the table, which carried.

The Senate joint resolution returning thanks to General
McKenzie and troops for recent services against the Kick-
apoo Indians, was taken up. .

On motion of Mr. Ireland, the reading of the resolu-
tion was dispensed with, and the resolution passed to
second ‘reading. : ,

On motion the rules were suspended, the resolution
read second time and passed to third reading.

On motion of Mr. Ireland, the rules were further sus-
pended, the resolution read third time and passed.

Senate bill No. 182, ‘‘An act providing and making ap-
propriation for the I‘;ayment of certain nnpaid contingent

penses of the Twelfth Legislature,’”’ was read first time
and referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts.

Senate bill No. 310, “An act to confer additional juris-
diction on the presiding justices of the peace of Lamar
and Fannin counties, anﬁ to prescribe the powers and du-
ties of the officers of said court,”” was taken up., )

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, its reading was dis-
pensed with, and the bill passed to second reading. -
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On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the rules were sus-
pended, the bill read by caption second time and passed
to third reading. _

On motion of Mr. Anderson, the rules were further
suspended, the bill read by caption third time and passed.

Senate joint resolution No. 41, ‘“Joint resolution pro-
posing amendments to section twenty of article one, Bill
of Rights; to section two, section three and section four
of article five; to section twenty-eight, section forty, and
to section forty-eight of article twelve, General Provisions
of the Constitution of the Stite of Texas,” was read first
time. :

M motion of Mr. Russell, the bill was referred, to-
.gether with an amendment offered by that gentleman, to
the Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

Mr. Brown of Dallas, in the chair.

Senate bill No. 86, ‘““An act supplementary and amend-
atory of an act to provide for the establishment of the
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, approved
April 17, 1871," was read first time.

On motion of Mr. Sabin, the rules were suspended,
.and the bill read second time. ‘

Mr. Broaddus moved to amend by inserting ‘‘ or dis-
“trict’’ between the words ‘‘county’” and -‘‘surveyor”
‘wherever they occur conjointly. The amendment was
:adopted. '

r. Harrison moved to refer the bill to the Committee
-on Education. ‘

Mr. Denton moved to postpone the bill until Tuesday,
‘May 27, at 12 M., make it special order for that hour, and
.have one hundred copies printed.

The motion to refer was put and lost.

The motion to make special order and print was then
put and carried.

On motion of Mr. Wesifall, House bill No. 887, ‘““‘An
-act supplementary to and amendatory of an act supple-
mentary to an act supplementary to an act to regulate
railroad companies, approved I‘Xebrua,ry 7, 1853, and
an act approved December 19, 1857, was taken wup.
and made special order for Tuesday, May 27, at 10 A, M.

On motion of Mr. Storey, Senate bill No. 54, “An act
to incorporate the Hibernian Benevolent and Mutual Aid
_Association of Austin, Texas,”” was taken up.

The Commiittee on State Affairs submitted the follow-
ing report:
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: The Committee on State Affairs instruct me to |
recommend the passage of Senate bill No. §4, ““An act to
incorporate the Hibernian Benevolent and Mutual Aid
.Association of the City of Austin.

J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

The bill was read second time and passed to third read-

ing.

%n motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas, the rules were sus-
pended, the bill read third time and passed.

Leave being granted, Mr. Hollingsworth offered the fol-
lowing resolution, which was adopted : L

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims and Accounts
be authorized to report at an early day as possible an om-
nibus bill, embracing all such bills as they may agree to
favorably recommend.

On motion of Mr. Moore, Mr. Roberts was added to the
special committee on Sendte bill No. 307.

On motion of Mr. Robb, Messrs. Bewley and Kemble
were added to the same committee. T

On motion of Mr. Smith of Houston, the House ad-
journed until 3P. M. :

AFTERNOON SESSION.

House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called ;
quornm present.

Absent—Messrs. Armstrong, Booty, Day, Ellett, Ford,
Gallaway, Hester, Killough, LeKendecker, Mills, Pren-
dergast, Russell, Salter, Shaw, Short, Watts and Wood.

- On motion of Mr; Denton, Mr. Smith of Colorade was
excused on account of sickness.

On motion of Mr. Bordeaux, Mr. Trolinger was ex-
cused on account of sickness.
> Lhe unfinished business of Saturday, being House bill
No. 615, **An act amendatory of an act supplementary to
an act authorizing the sale and disposition of the univer-
sity lands, approved August 30, 1856, approved Novem-
ber 12, 1866, was resumed, pending the following amend-
ment offered by Mr. Sayers: Add to section twenty-two,
line six, after the word ‘same,’”’ ‘‘give notice to the dis-
trict attorney in whose district the land is situated.” And

the follov;ing amendment offered by Mr. Washington :
GR:EN
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Strike out the word ‘“freeholder,”’ where it occurs in the
bill, and insert in lieu thereof ‘‘registered voter.”

The amendment offered by Mr. Washington was lost.

The House then adopted the amendment offered by
Mr. SBayers.

Myr. Anderson moved the previous question, which was
seconded, and the main question ordered. 'The bill was
then ordered engrossed by the following vote:

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown
of Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Chambers, Cook,

'Cunpgngham, Davenport, Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Hoff-
man, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Lane, Manning, Moore,
Nelson, Noeggerath, Phelps, Rainey, Roberts, Ros-
borough, Sabin, Schmidt, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, -
Venters and Westfall—39. :

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Denton, Eastland, Ford, Gas-
ton, Ghent, Harrison, Hester, Ireland, Kemble, Mabry,
McDonald, Morris, Payne, Powers, Rimes, Sayers,
Smith of Houston, Storey, Stockbridge, Washington,
Williams and 'Winkler—23.

On motion of Mr. Ford, Mr. Watts was excused on ac-
count of sickness. _

Mr. Brown, of Dallas, called up Senate bill ‘No. 259,
“ An act to incorporate the Fort Worth and Denver City
Railway Company.” -

The Special Railway Committee offered the following
amendments, which were read and adopted: :

1. Section one, line twelve, strike, ont the words
“ninety-nine’’ and ingert ¢‘sixty.”

2. Section eight, strike out all after the word ¢ State”
in line eight.

3. Section eleven, insert after the word ‘““law™ in line
five, the following: By a skillful engineer to be ap-
pointed by the Governor, should there be no State en-,
gineer, who shall report on oath whether said section has
been completed in a good, substantial manner as a first
class railroad.”” = Also, same section after the word ¢‘sec-
tions™ in line fifteen, insert ‘‘that is {o say, said company
shall cause to be surveyed two sections of land for each
certificate to which it may be entitled.”” Also, same sec-
tion, after the word ¢‘office,”” in line nineteen, insert ‘‘wheo
shall proceed to number the section go surveyed and.”
Algo, add to the same section the following: “ And the
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land hereby granted shall be alienated by said company
as follows, to-wit: one-fourth in- eight years, one-fourth
in twelve years, one-fourth in sixteen years, and the re-
maining one-fourth in twenty years from the date of said’
certificates, respectively, so that the whole of said lands
shall pass out of the hands of said company in twenty
years from the date of said certificates; and the lands
hereby granted shall not be sold to any other corporation,
except so far as may be necessary for the proper use and
conducting the business of such corporation; nor shall
said lands be sold to any person, firm or company in
trust for said railroad company, or to any firm or com-
%ny of which.any officer or stockholder of said Fort
orth and Denver City Railway Company is a member.”
4. Change sections fourteen and fifteen to sections fif-
teen and sixteen respectively, and add assection fourteen
the following: ‘‘Skc. 14. Said Fort Worthand Denver
City Railway Company shall not lease, rent or sell its road,
orsell its franchise to, or purchase, or be merged in or con-
solidated with any other parallel, connecting or competing
line of railroad in this State; and a violation of the pro-
visions 'of this section shall forfeit all the charter rights
and privileges of said company. Whenever the direct
line of said road pdsses within five miles of the county
séat of any county through which it may be constructed),
said road shall run to said town, and said cempany shall
. construct and maintain a depot for freight and passengers
within one-half mile of the business portion of said town ;
provided, the ciizens or corporate authorities of such
town will donate to said company the right of way
through said town and sufficient ground for the switches,
‘turnouts, depot and other necessary buildings, not to ex-
. ceed fifteen acres ; provided also, that it shall not be nec-
essary for said company to run said road to any such
county seat when from natural obstacles it is impractica-
ble to do so, but in such case said road shall pass and
said company shall establish and maintain a depot as near
such town as such natural obstacles will admit : and pro-
vided further, that when the line of said road has been
surveyed and definitely located, before the permanent lo-
cation of the county seat of any county through which it
may pass, then it shall not be necessary for said line to be
so varied as to pass within one-half mile of said town.”
The bill then passed to a third reading. :
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On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas, the rules were sus-

ended, the bill read third time, and passed by the fol-

owing vote : :

- Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, Broaddus, Brown of
Upshur, Brown of Dallas, Cunningham, Day, Eastland,
Ford, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin, Green, Harrison,
Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kil-
lough, Lane, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Nelson, Noeg-
gerath, Payne, Phelps, Powers, Prendergast, Robb, Ro%—
erts, Russell, Sabin, Sayers, Schmidt, Shaw, Short, Smith
of Houston, Storey, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Ven-
ters, Washington, Westfall, Winkler and Wood—56.

Nays—Messrs. Bordeaux, Chambers, Cook, Denten,
Moore, Rimes, Rosborough, Seott and Williams—9.

Mr. Short called up House bill No. 668, to amend sec-
tion six of ‘“‘An act to incorporate the Galveston and
Eastern Texas Railway Company.”

The special railway committee offered the following
substitute therefor: ‘“‘An act amendatory of and supple-
mental to an dct entitled an act to incorporate the Gasves-
ton and Eastern Texas Railway Company, approved De-
cember 1, 1871.”° The substitute was read and adopted.
~ Mr. Booty moved to amend by striking out ‘‘the first
day of January, 1875,° and inserting in lieu thereof,
‘“within two years from the passage of this act.”
Adopted. - :

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

Onmotion of Mr. Booty, the rules were suspended, the
bill read third time and passed by the fdllowing vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson,
Armstrong, Berends, Bledsoe, Booty, Broaddus, Brown
of Upshur, Carroll, Cook, Cunningham, Davenport, Day,

- Denton, Eastland, Ford, Gallaway, Gaston, Gilpin, Green,

Harrisop, Hester, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kem-
ble, Killough, Klebelig, Lane, Mabry, Manning, McDon-
ald, Moore, Nelson, Noeggrath, Payne, Phelps, Powers,
Rainey, Rimes, Robb, Roberts, Russell, Sabin, Sayers,
Schmidt, Shaw, Short, Smith of Houston, Storey, Thur-
mond, 'fﬂson, Tivy, Tom, Washington, Westfall, Wil-
liams, Winkler and Wood—61. - . .

Nay—Chambers—1. . ' '

Mr. Cook called up Senate bill No. 200, upon which the
following report was submitted : ‘ S
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

. Sir: The Committee on Cominerce and Manufactures,
to whom was referred Senate bill No. 200, entitled ‘“An
act to amend an act ineorporating the Houston and San
Jaeinto Canal and Navigation Company, agproved Anugust
13, 1870, have examined the same. The amendments
change the name and extend the improvement from Trinity
river to Sabine. - Your Committee recommend its passage.
t ' ' JOSEPH, Chairman.

The bill was read second time and passed to a third
reading. .

On motion of Mr. Cook, the rules were suspended, the
bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Stockbridge called up Senate bill No. 248, ‘‘An
act to empower the Commissioner of the General Land
Office to issue to Willett Holmes a headright certificate of
one league and one labor of land.”

The Cammittee on Private Land Claims recommended
the passage of the bill. S

e bill was read second time and -ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Stockbridge, the rules were suspended
the bill read third time and passed. v :

Mr. Bewley called np House bill No. 640, “An act to
incorporate the Orange, Jasper and Shelby Railroad
Company, and to aid in the construction of their road.”

- The Special Railway Committee offered the following
amendments to the bill, which were adopted:

* 1. Section eight, strike out all after the word ‘‘towns,”

line twenty-one, and all of line twenty-two, section eight,

and insert the foflowing: *Unless the direct line of said

road passes within five miles of such towns.”

2., Strike out all of section twelve down to the
word  “may,” line four, and insert as follows:
“When said company and the owner or owners 05'
any land through which it is proposed to construct sai
road, cannot agree as to the amount of compensation, said
company.”’ — .

3." Section sixteen, strike out the words ¢‘date of the
completion of said railway,’’ in lines three and four, sec-
tion sixteen, and insert in lien thereof ‘‘the passage of
this act.” : _

The bill was nead second time by caption and ordered
engroessed. . < '
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On motion of Mr. Bewley, the 'rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed by the following vote :

Yeas—Messrs. Sﬁea,ker, Adriance, Allison, Armstrong,
Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Broaddus, Brown of Upshur,
Brown of Dallas, Carroll, Cook, Davenport, Day, East-
land, Ford, Gallaway, Gaston, Gillette, Gilpin, Green,
Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hollingsworth, Ireland,
Joseph, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Mabry, Manning,
McDonald, _,Millljs, Nelson, Noeggerath, Payne, Phelps, .
Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, %obb, Roberts, Russell,
Sabin, Sayers, Scﬁmidt, Shaw, Short, Smith of Houston,
Storey, Stockbridge, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom,
Watts, Westfall, Wil]iams, ‘Winkler and 'Wood—61.

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Chambers, Ellett and Moore—4.

‘Mr. Ellett called up Senate bill No. 235, “An aci for
the relief of the heirs and assigns of Joseph Percival, -
deceased,”” whose f)as_saoe was recommended by the Com-
mittee on Private Land Claims. The bill was read second -
time and passed to third reading.

On motion of Mr. Mills; the rules were further sus-
pended, the bill read.third time and passed.

Mr. Ireland in the chair. - : .

Upon the call of Mr. Bordeaux, the Committee on
Agriculture and Stock Raising submitted the following
report : . s, o

on. M. D. K. Taylor, Specaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : . . :

Sir: Your Committee on Agriculture and Stock Rais- -
ing, to whom was referred a petition of certain citizens of
Cooke county, in relation to fences, have considered the
same, and instruct me to report the aseompanying bill,
and recommend that the same do pass. . _

THURMOND, for Committee.

The bill, being ‘* An act for the protection of the farm--
ing interests of a certain portion of Cooke county,’” was
%ead by caption ; rules suspended, read second time by
caption, and ordered engrossed. ‘

n motion of Mr. Bordeaux, the rules were further
suspended, the bill read third time by caption and
passed. ‘ : ' )

Mr. Berends moved to suspend the rules to allow him
to call up House bill No. 507, ‘“An act for the relief of
Charles Hummell.”” The House refused. . _

On the call of Mr. Kleberg the following report was
submitted : )
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House ¢f Repre-
sentatives: . I : _
Sir: Your committee to whom was referred the petition

of A, 8. Thurmond, claiming of the State the sum of

$2530 as a balance due him for services rendered the Re-
public of Texas in the capacity of an interpreter for Colo-
nel W, S. Fisher's command, have had the same under
careful advisement, and instruct me to report the accom-
panying bill, and recommend its gassaore.
ARMSTRONG, Chairman,

The bill, being ‘“An actfor the relief of Alfred S. Thur-
mond,”’ was read first time.

- On motion of Mr. Kleberg, the rules were suspended,
the bill read second time and ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Kleberg, the rules were further sus-
pende%, the bill read third time and passed by the follow-
ing vote: .

eas—Messrs. Speaker, Adriance, Anderson, Arm-
strong, Bewley, Bledsoe, Bordeaux, Brown of Dallas,

Carroll, Chambers, Cook, Cunningham, Davenport, East- -

land, Ellett, Ford, Ghent, Gilpin, Green, Hofiman, Hol-

lingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kleberg, Leyendecker, Ma-
bry, Noeggerath, Payne, Phelps, Powers, Rainey, Robb,

Roberts, ?[“Cosborough, Sabin, Schmidt, Smith of Houston,

Storey, Stockbridge, Tivy, Watts, Winkler and Wood

* Nays-—Messrs. Berends, Booty, Day, Denton, Gaston,
‘Gillette, Killough, Lane, Manning, McDonald, Mills,
Moore, Nelson, Prendergast, Russell, Scott, Shaw, Tom,
‘Washington, Westfall and Williams—21.

Mr. Bledsoe called up House bill No. 751, ¢ An act to
. donate one hundred and sixty acres of land to the county

of Stephens for certain purposes.’

The Committee on State Affairs submitted the following
}';port thereon :

on. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-

resentarives : '

Sir: Your Committee on State Affairs. respectfully
recommend the gassage, of House bill No. 751, to donate
one hundred and sixty acres of land to the county of
Stephens, for certain purposes, with the accompanying

amendments.
J. H. BROWN, Chairman.
Add to section two: ‘* And the Connty Court of said
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county shall be and is hereby authorized to lay outa
town as a county seat on such land ; and after setting
apart suitable grounds for public buildings, squares, etc.,
to sell the remainder in lots and blocks, on such terms as
said court may deem best for the interest of said county,
the proceeds of such sales to be approl)riated by sad
court to the erection of county buildings.’”’. The amend-
ment was adopted, the bill read second time and or-
dered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Bledsoe, the rules were suspended,.
and the bill read third time.

On motion of Mr. Bledsoe, the bill was then laid on
the table.

A message was received from his Excellency the Gov-
ernor, returning House bill No. 113, ¢ An act concerning
landlords and tenants,”” with his objections’to the same.

Mr. Bledsoe, for Mr. Doyle, called up Senate bill No.
124, upon which the following report was submitted :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Spea?cer of the House of Repre-

sentatives : ,

Sir: Your Committee on Town and City Corporations,
to whom was referred Senate bill No. 124, ‘“ An act to in-
corporate the town of Granberry, in Hood county,”’ have
had the same under consideration, and beg leave to report
the same back and recommend that it do pass.

W. H. TILSON, for Committee. .

The bill was read second time and ordered engrossed. -

On motion of Mr. Bledsoe, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed. ‘

On motion of Mr. Ghent, leave was granted the Com-
mittee on the State Asylums to report. The following
was submifted :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
senlatives :

Sir: Your special committee to whom has been en-
trusted the duty of visiting and examining into the condi-
tion and ascertaining the wants of the various benevolent
institutions of the State, report that they have carefully
inspected the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, and beg
leave to submit the.following as the result of their inves-
tigations:

' BUILDING AND GROUNDS.

The institution is situated on the west bank of the Colo-
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rado river, opposite the city of Austin, and commands a
fine' view of the city and surrounding country. The
‘buildings, although of wood and of a temporary nature,
:are comfortable and convenient, and are kept with a re-
markable neatness and cleanliness. The recent additions

and repairs that have been made have increased the ca-
pacity of the institution for the accommodation of pupils

-and vastly im¥roved its general appearance. There is at
present room for about seventy (70) pupils. Your com-

mittee are of the opinion that by the time these buildings

are erowded the State will be in a condition to erect new
and permanent ones such as the increased population will

rec%}ure. ) )

our committee cordially recommend the Legislature

to make the additional appropriation asked by the trustees

and superintenident for completing the repairs and for
enclosing the fifty-seven and one-half acres of ground e-

longing to the institution with a suitable fence.

APPEARANCE OF THE PUPILS.

Your committee were agreeably impressed and gratified
with the general appearance of the Eupils—tneir neatness,
cheerfulness and healthfulness. Their sunny smiles, and

‘the alacrity with which they exhibited their attainments,
made the vigits of your committee events which will not
.soon fade from their memories. Your commitiee take
“this opportunity to im&)ress upon their fellow-members of
~the Legislature their duty to make known to their con-
stituents having deaf and dumb children the existence
and character-of this institution, and urge upon them by
all means to place them where they can acquirg an edu-
cation, and at the same time be carefully and tenderly
cared for. Besides obtainin§ an education, the pupils
enjoy, as a cemmunity, socia. [?leasures and advantages
which are not possible at their homes.

WHEN PUPL LS’ SHOULD ENTER.

:Children should be sent to the institution at the age of
,rten (10) years, which iis the limit fixed by the rules, in
order that they may complete their education by the time
tthey are seventeen 2;.7) years of age, which will leave them
{four_years, until they .attain their majority, in which to
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learn a trade, if they desire to do so. At this early age
the mind is easily impressible, and the labor of acquiring
language is less difficult than when admitted at a later
period of life. B :

UUMIE INADEQUATE PAY O THE SUPERINTENDYENY,

Your committee learned with surprise that the superin-
tendent was induced to resign his position in a leading
institution, and to take charge of this on the assurance
that the small pay allowed him at the outset should be .
increased, and that afterwards, after serving for a bare
subsistence during the war, his gay was reduced, though
it was to some extent reinstated by the last Legislature.
Your committee think that skilled and competent labor
should be paid for according to its value, and that the
honor of the State demands that the pay of the superin-
tendent should be increased to. at least twenty-five hun-
dred dollars ($2500) per annum. Even that reasonable
salary would not indemnify him for past years of service
inadequately paid for. ~ ‘

In conclusion, your committee would express their
high appreciation of the conscientious fidelity of all the
officers of the institution, in the discharge of their respeet-
ive duties. The manifest affection of the children for
them affords a pleasing evidence that the happiness and
well being of the pupils, no less than their advancement,
was the chief aim of them all.

H. C. GHENT, Chairman..

THOMAS M. JOSEPH,

C. P. SALTER,
' Commitiee.

Mr. Payne called up House bill No. 55, ¢ An act to.
more particularly define the name and route of the Hous-
ton and Great Northern Railroad Company,” upon which.
the following report was submitted : ,

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Hoitse of Repre-.
sentatives :

Str: Your Committee on Internal Improvements, to
whom was referred House bill No. 55, entitled ¢ An act
to change the name of the Houston and Great Ncrthern
railroad,” have had the same under consideration, and
have instructed me to report the accompanying substitute
for the original bill, with the recommendation that it do.
pass. J. PAYNE, for Committee.
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Mr. Westfall moved a call of the House, which was.
sustained )

The following gentlemen were found absent: Messrs.
Anderson, Armstrong, Bewley, Bordeaux, Broaddus,
Brown of U?shul', Brown of Dallas, Cook, Day, Denton,.
Gallaway, Green, Lane, Morris, Noeggerath, Robb, Say-
ers, Scott, Short, Washington. T : :

On motion of Mi. Storey, the call was suspended.

The substitute of same caption was adopted, read
second time and ordered engrossed. :

On motion of Mr. Payne, the rules were suspended and
the bill read third time.

Mr. Ellett offered the following amendment : After the -

-word ¢ company,”’ in line fifteen, insert, ‘‘and shall form
a junction with the Texas and Pacific railway within one-
half mile of the court house in the town of Clarksville, in
Red River county.” :

Mr. Nelson oi%yered .the following amendment to the-
amendment: ¢ Provided further, that should the said .
road run within five miles of the city of Sulphur Springs,
in Hopkins county, it shall run through and establish a
freight and passenger depot within one-half mile of the -
public square of said city; frovz'ded Jurther, the citizens .
of said city donate to said company the right of way,
and sufficient grounds for depot purposes, not to exceed
fifteen acres.

A message from the Senate announced the passage, by
that body of Senate bill No. 244, ‘“An act to Incorporate
the Austin and Pacific Short Line Railroad Company.”’

On motion of Mr. Abbott, the House adjourned until
9 A. M. to-morrow.

_— ®

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
Avsrin, Texas, May 27, 1873.

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the-
chaplain. Roll called; quorum present.

Absent—Messrs. Bewley, Booty, Cook, Ellett, Hester,
Joseph and Russell.

On motion of Mr. Kemble, the reading of the journal’
was digpensed with. '

The following communication was submitted by the-
Speaker:
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MAYOR' s OFFICE, GALVESTON, TEXAS, |

M}}Y 28, 1873.

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: - I haveithe honor to acknowledge the receipt of
_your letter, extending an invitation to our Congressional
:guests to visit Amistin, and become the guests of the State,
“which invitation was promptly presented.

The accompanying communieation was received in
mwesponse. :

Very respectfully, Sir,
Your obedient servant, :
C. W. HURLEY.

' GarvesTonN, May 21, 1873.
. W. Hurley, Esq., Mayor of Galveston : ,
‘Sir: The congressional excursionists have the honor
#o:acknowledge the receipt, at your hands, of the invita-
tion of the Governor, and of the Honorable Senate and
‘House of Representatives of the State of Texas, to visit
‘their capital ({uring their vigit to the State.
They have instructed the undersigned committee to re-
quest you to convey to His Excellency the Governor, and
- to both bodies of the Honorable Legislature of this State,
«assurance of their appreciation of the courtesy extended
to them, together with the expression of their regrets that
the .arrangements previously made for the prosecution
will «deprive them eaf the pleasure of an acceptance of
ithese courtesies.
WWe are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants,
JOHN A. KARSON, M. C. Iowa,
G. 8. ORTH, M. (. Indiana,

d E. O. STANDARD, M. C. Missouri,
PHILIP COOKE, M. C. Georgia,
J: B. SENER, M. C. Virginia.
A true copy. '

C. W. HurLEY, Mayor.

On motion of Mr. Kemble, the special committee upon
House joint resolution No. 944, ‘‘An act requiring prompt
gettlement of accounts from the treasurers of school
boards and sheriffs,”’ submitted the following report :
Hom. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentaséves : :

Sir: Your special committee to whom was reférred
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joint resolution No. 944, beg leave to report that after-
careful consideration they would recemmend the enclosed
substitute and ask that it de pass.
. J. W. KEMBLE;.
STEPHEN POWERS,
JOHN T. SMITH.

The substitute of same caption as original was read andt
adopted, and ordered engressed.

On motion of Mr. Kemble, the rules were suspended,.’
the joint resolution read third time and passed. -

On motion of Mr. Morris, the Finance Committee sub-
mitted the following report:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives :

Sir: Your Finance Coinmittee, to whom was referred.
Senate bill No. 371, entitled ‘“An aet making appropria-
tions to supply the deficieneies in the appropriations for-
the years 1870, 1871 and 1872, for the support of the State-
government,’”’  have considered the same, and have in-
structed me to report the same back to the House with.
the accompanying amendment, and recommend its pas-

sage. : .
MORRIS,. Chairman.

- - Amendment offered by the committee: ‘‘Provided,.
the Comptroller shall not draw his warrant on the Treas--
urer for any of the items mentioned in this bill, except:
the item of three hundred dollars in the appropriation for-
the Executive department, until the parties claiming the-
same have filed his or their accounts therefor with the-
Comptroller, showing the items in said account, and its.
correctness and justness, properly sworn to before some-
,officer authorized to administer oaths.” The amendment.
was adopted. '

The bill was then read seeond time.

Mr. Wood moved to amend b{ adding: “If the oath -
of the claimant does not satisfy the Gomptroller that such
claim is just and legal, he shall have the right, and he is
hereby required to demand additional proof, and in no
case shall the Comptreller allow any claim unless the
proof shall show that such claim is just and reasonable,
and authorized by law, and - that the party has never re--
ceived any portion of said claim. :

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Colorado, the bill and
amendment were referred to the- following: special com-
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mittee, appointed by the Speaker, with instructions to
report thereon as early as practicable: Messre. Booty.
chairman, Wood and Denton. : :

Leave being granted, Mr. Armstrong offered the follow-
ing resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of five managers be ap-
pointed by the Speaker to conduct the impeachment
against Judge William Chambers on the part of the House
of Representatives. The resolution was adopted.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen said

~committee: Messrs. Armstrong, chairman, Bewley,
Joseph, Short and Story.
Mr. Sayers presented a petition from citizens of Rancho,
- Gonzales county.

Mr. Sayers introdnced a bill to prohibit the sale or dis-
position of spirituous or other intoxicating liquors within
three miles of the town of Rancho, in Gonzales county.
Read first time ; rules suspended, read second time and

- ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Sayers, the rules were further sus-
‘pended, the bill read third time and passed. :

Mzr. Brown of Dallas introduced a bill to validate a
“bounty land warrant issued to the heirs of William Fis-
‘baugh, deceased. Read first time ; rules suspended and

~ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas, the rules were
further susFended, the bill read third time and passed.

Mr. Bewley introduced a joint resolution making an
agpropriation of eighteen hundred dollars for the purpose
of erecting a tomb bver the remains of General A. S.
Johnston. = Read first time. _ ,

On motion of Mr. Ireland, the special committee on the
Land Office submitted the following report :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repie-
sentatives :

Sir: Your select committee, to whom was referred
House bill No. 940, on the subject of the General Land
Office, beg leave to report same back with the recommen-
dation that the same, together with an amendment to the

same, do pass.
JOHN IRELAND. Chairman.
Amendment by committee: ‘“Sgc. 2. That the Com-
missioner of the Greneral Land Office, and the sureties on
his official bond, shall be responsible to any parties in-



May 27,1878.) Houvsr JOURNAL. . 1191

jured by removal, withdrawal or alteration of any record
or file of said General Land Office, unless said Commis-
sioner can show that said removal, withdrawal or altera-
tion has taken place by permission of the party owning
said file or record.”” The amendmentwas adopted.

The bill, being “An act to befter protect the papers,
records and files in the General Land Office,” was read
second time.

Mr. Brown of Dallas moved to amend by inserting in
section ten, line twelve, after the word ¢ office,”’ the
words, ‘‘or who shall perform any work out of office
hours, or receive extra comgensation in money or other-
wise for any work performed in office hours, or who shall
interfere with the records and files of said office, except
in office hours; provided, the business of said office shall
be transacted within office hours, except when under the
supervision of the Commissioner.”” The amendment was
adopted. - :

r. Wood offered the following amendment: ‘‘When
a certificate has been patented, the Commissioner shall
write in ink across'the face of said certificate ¢ Patented,’
and sign his name to said endorsement ; and when a sur-
vey has become forfeited and void from any cause, so
soon as such forfeiture is discovered, the Commissioner
shall notify the party interested in such survey or loca-
tion of such forfeiture, and no new file or location shall
be made on the land covered by such forfeited surveys,
-except by the owner of such forfeited survey or location,
for a period of ninety days after such notice to the inter-
ested party.”” Adopted. hd :

Mr. Powers offered the following amendment: * Pro-
vided, that all papers shall be filed by the Commissioner,
-or, in his absence, by the chief clerk.” Adonted.

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Anderson, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and passed.

A message from the Senate announced that that body
had concurred in the House amendments to Senate joint
resolution authorizing the accountants employed by the
Jjoint commiftee of the Legislature *to investigate the
Treasurer's and Comptroller’s offices to write up and
properly balance the books of Treasurer George W.
Honey. -

Als%)r, in House amendments to Senate bill No. 259,



1192 House JournNaL. [May 27, 1873..

¢“ An act to incorporate the Fort Worth and Denver City
Railroad Company ;’ and to the House amendments to-
Senate bill No. 2404, ‘“ An act to incorporate the Bur--
leson Male and Female Acaderi\lly, in Bastrop county.”’

The special order, House bill No. 887, ¢ An act supple-.
mentary to and amendatory of an act supplementary to an:
act entitled an act to regulate railroad companies, ap-
proved February 7, 1853, and an act approved December-
19, 1857, was taken up, pending an amendment offered
by Mr. Payne. ' '

Mr. Carroll moved to amend the amendment by strik-
glg ({)u,t “forty”’ and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘one hun

red.’ .

The large amount having preference, the original
-amendment was put and adopted. : o

Mr. Anderson moved to amend section three by strik-
ing out ‘“‘twenty”” and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘ thirty
cents per mile, per car, where the distance is six miles-
or less; thirty cents per mile, per car, where the-
distance is over six miles and not over twelve miles ;:
twenty-five cents per mile, per car, where the distance is:
over twelve miles and not over twenty-five miles ; and!
twenty cents per mile, per car, where the distance is over
thirty miles.” Adopted. . :

Mr. Booty moved to amend by striking out ‘four
cents’’ for passengers, and insert in lieu thereof ¢ fixe
cents per mile.”” The House refused to adopt the amend-
ment.

Mr. Anderson in the ehair.

Mr. Kemble offered the following amendment: ‘ When.
the voting population in any county is one thousand, the
company running a road through such county shall es-
tablish and maintain freight and passenger depots, and
station houses at intervals not to exceed thirteen miles ;
and a failure to ecomply with this requirement shall work
a forfeiture of all freight and fare between depots of a
greater distance apart.”’ .

Mr. Tilson moved to amend the amendment by strik-
;1;13 out ‘‘thirteen’’ and inserting ‘fifteen,”” which was

opted. :

On motion of “Mr. Westfall, the amendment thus
amended was laid on the table.

The bill was then ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Millg, the miles - were suspended, and
the bill read third time.
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Mr. Payne moved to amend by prefacing the first sec-
tion with an enacting clause. Adopted.

Mr. Denton moved to refer the bill to a special commit-
tee of three, with instructions to report at as early a date
as practicable, which carvied.

he Speaker in the chair.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen said
committee : Messrs. Denton, chairman; Tilson, Chambers.

The Committee on Enrolled Bills submitted the fol-
lowing reports: '
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefally
examined the following bills, to-wit :

No. 927, “An act to provide for the safe keeping and .
rotection of the State house, or so much thereof as may
include the public halls, committee rooms used by the .
members of the Legislature, and all the furniture and fix-
tures belonging to the same, and all the books, maps,
charts and papers belonging to or appertaining to the

library of the State.” _

No. 902, ‘“An act to amend section one of an act enti-
tled an act to amend the thirty-fourth and thirty-sixth
sections of an act entitled an act prescribing the times of
holding the District Courts in the several judicial dis-

. tricts in the State, approved August 10, 1870, approved
February 6, 1871.”

And find the same correctly enrolled, and have this the
twenty-seventh day of May, at 10:05 o’clock A. M., pre-
sented the same to the Governor fog his signature.

| | SHAW, Chairman.
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : '

Sir: Your Committee on Enrolled Billshave carefully
examined the following bills, to-wit :

No. 857, “‘An act to provide for the holding of an elec-
tion of county officers in the county of Waller, and
authorizing commissioners to hold the same.”

No. 924, ““An act to re-incorporate the city of Corsi-
cana, in Navarro county.”

And find the same correctly enrolled, and have this the
twenty-sixth day of May, at 10:056 o’clock A. M., pre-
sented them to the Governor for his approval.

SHA'W, Chairman.
76 HY
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Your Committee on Envolled Bills have carefully
examined the following bill, to-wit :

No. 574, “An act in relation to the Corpus Christi:
Ship Canal.” :

And find the same correctly enrolled, and have this the-
twenty-seventh day of May, at 10:05 o’clock A. M., pre-
sented it to the Governor for his signature.

SHAW, Chairman.

'The special committee upon House bill No. 813, ¢“ An
act to provide for the purchase of Paschal’s Annotated
Digest of the laws of the State of Texas, and to provide
for payment for the same,” submitted the following re-
port—said report having been made the special order for-
this hour: :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

BIr . Your committee to whom was referred House bill
No. 813, entitled ¢ An act to provide for the purchase of’
Paschal’s Annotated Digest of the laws of Texas, and
payment of same,”’ have made a full investigation of the-
subject and report the accompanying substitute for said
bill, and respectfully recommend its passage. _

In making this recommendation your committee is.
actuated by the following considerations :

Section thirty-five of article twelve of the Constitution
of the State requires that ‘“within five years afier the
acceptance of this Constitution, the laws, civil and, crimi-
nal, shall be revised, digested, arranged and published in
such manner as the Legislature shall direct; and a like-
revision, digest, and publication shall be made every tem
years thereafter.” '

This provision imperatively demands a digest of all
laws, civil and criminal, to be published ‘‘within five:
years”’ from the acceptance of the Constitution.

Three years and two months have already passed since
the acceptance of our Constitution (it having been ac-
cepted by the act of Congress of thirtieth of March,
18%0), and no steps have been taken to carry the provision
into effect—indeed nothing has been done. looking to that
end. Isit likely that any such steps will be taken in
time to enable the Legislature to comply with the duty
impesed by the organic law % This question, we feel con-
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strained to answer in the negative, and we do so with the
conviction that nothing can be done now to so effectually
comply with the demand of the Constitution as the pas-
sage of the substitute submitted.

‘o revise, digest and arrange the laws of the State is,
under any circumstances, a laborious task—a task which
requires much research and great familiarity with the
laws passed since we first became an independent nation,
and subsequently a State. Wlhatever might be said in
favor of the appointment of commissioners for the pur-

ose, the work, in our opinion, can be better accomp-
ished by a single mind. _

It is known to the bar of Texas, and to every one
familiar with the habits of Judge Paschal, that he is one
of the most laborious jurists of our State. It is also
known that he has expended much time, labor and money
in the arrangement and preparation of his digest. With-
out the slightest inclination on our part to disparage any
one, we are prepared to say that as a digestor Judge
Paschal stands second to no one, and that the labor per-
formed, and the digest prepared by him, meets the wants
of the étate, and that its adoption by the Legislature will
be a compliance with the constitutional reélmrement.

In Eoint of .expense, it is economy to-adopt this work.
By the law of 1858 (see laws of that session, page 253)
the State paid Messrs. Oldham & White for the digest
prepared and published by them, the sum of $20,000,
when printing cost at least forty per cent. less than at the

resent time. It must also be borne in mind that while

ldham & White’s Digest contains only eight hundred
and thirty-six pages, Paschal’s Digest contains more than
twice that number of pages, and because of the greater
number of type per page, more than three times the
amount of printed matter that there is in Oldham &
White’s.

While it may be said that some of the laws then in
force have been changed or repealed, yet it is necessary
to publish most of them for the reason that rights have
been acquired under them, which fact makes a reference
to them indispensable ; and indeed, the publication of
such repealed laws was required by the only law of our
State in regard to a digest.

A digest of the statutes of a State cannot be too com-
prehensive for the gnidance of the administrator of jus-
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tice, the jurist or the historian. But more than all, the
notes and references in Paschal’s Digest are of the great-
est utility and importance, not only to the legal profes-
sion, but, what is more important, to all judicial and
other officers who are called upon to apply them, not
only in the decisions of questions before them, but also
in the discharge of other duties. This digest, containing
as it does references to all decisions made by the Supreme
Court down to the last published volume of reports, thus
furnishes, as it were, the laws as well as the adjudications
made under them.

‘We are of the opinion that the digest provided for in
the bill and substitute, is the cheapest work of the kind
ever offered to or purchased by the State. In comparing
its cost at the price fixed with the cost to the State of the
reports of the gecisions of the Supreme Court, we find
that the ratio of the latter to the former per one thousand
ems, printer’s measurement, is as eight to one; that is,
the Texas reports cost the State, on an averdge, fourteen
dollars per volume ; at the same ratio for the matter con-
tained, Paschal’s Digest would cost one hundred and
twelve dollars per copy. We can now purchase the books
at twenty dollars per copy, (which is a fraction more than
one cent per page) comply with the constitutional require-
in:nt,, ang thus fulfill a duty devolying upon this Legis-

ature. :

Under these circumstances, we think no further argu-
ment is needed to secure the passage of the substitute.

BOOTY, for Committee.

The substitute offered by the committee of same caption
was read and adopted.

Mr. Morris offered as a substitute for the bill ‘“Jaint
resolution providing for the election by joint ballot of the
two Houses of the Legislature of three commissioners to
revise and digest the laws of the State of Texas, as pro-
vided for by the Constitution of Texas.”

Mr. Payne moved to amend the substitute joint resolu-
tion, by adding thereto, ‘‘said commissioners shall re-
ceive for their compensation for the revision and digest of
the laws herein mentioned, the sum of ten dollars perday
for the time employed in making said revision and digest,
and the sum of two thousand dollars, or so much as may
be necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated for that pur-
pose.”’ : ,
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On motion of Mr. Broaddus, Senate bill No. 86, ‘“An
act supplementary and amendatory of an act to provide
for the establishment of the Agricultural and Mechanical
College of Texas, approved April 17, 1871, which had
been made the speclal order for12 M, was taken up and
made special order for 10:30 A. M., May 28.

Report from the Committee on Engrossed Bills:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : .

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined the following bills : ,

0. 668, a Dbill to be entitled ‘‘An act amendatory of
and supplemental to an act entitled an act to incorporate
the Galveston and Eastern Texas Railway Company,
approved December 1, 1871.”

0. 897, ‘“An act to authorize C. H. Randolph, W. A.
Pitts and John O. Johnson to compile an abstract of
titled and patented lands.”

No. 953, a bill to be entitled “ An act for the relief of
Alfred 8. Thurmond,’”’ '

And find the same correctly epgrossed.

BOOTY, Chairman.

Leave being granted, Mr. Gaston, of the special commit-
tee upon Senate bill No. 162, “An act for the relief of Thos.
F. McKinney,” reported the bill back, with the recom-
mendation that it be referred to the Committee on Public
Debt. The reference was made.

]())n“motion of Mr. Denton, the House adjourned till
3P. M. '

AF¥TERNOON SESSION,

House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called;
quorum present. .

Absent—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Bewley, Booty,
(SJ]cl)ok, Gallaway, Gillette, Mabry, Morris, Russell, Salter,

ort.

On motion of Mr. Bordeaux, Messrs. Trolinger and
Venters were excused on account of sickness.

On motion of Mr. Roberts, Mr. Wilder was excused on
account of sickness.

On motion of Mr. Ghent, the special committee upon
the State asylums submitted the following report, which
was ordered to be spread upon the journals:
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep
sentatives :

Sir: Your special committee appointed to exam
into the condition of the Lunatic Asylum, beg leave
make the following report :

‘We have repeatedly visited this institution, and have
hesitation in saying that the management of the sam
in every respect creditable to the State. The Supe
tendent appéared to be fully conversant with the dutie:
his responsible position, and executes the important p
lic trusts confided to him with marked devofion and
surpassed fidelity. He seems to feel a praiseworthy pr
in the success and prosperity of the institution an
lively interest in the welfare of his patients.. Your c«
mittee have thoroughly examined and inspected ev
department of the asylum, such as the wards, din
room, bath rooms, kitchen, laundry and store roo
and find everything neat, clean and comfortable, orde
arranged and conducted with a great deal of method :
system. Your committee were especially gratified at
kind and gentle treatmemt pursued toward the inm:
and the atfention paid to their health and comfort.

Your committee feel assured that the success of the
perintendent in the treatment of this unfortunate clas
our people will compare favorably with that of any s
lar institution in the United States. '

We found the grounds belonging to the institution
high state of cultivation, and the flower garden laic
and arranged with great care and taste.

Your committee would earnestly recommend a spe
extension of the building in consequence of the g
number of applications for admission for whom nos
provision can be made.

We respectfully call your attention to the fact that-
a slight increase of the number of attendants a -
much larger number of these unfortunates could be ¢
for.  Your committee avail themselves of this oppc
nity of calling your attention to the fact that there
in the institution a number of so-called criminal luna
sent there under the order of different courts in
State, some of whom are now sane, and yet there s¢
to be no provision in the law for their discharge,
respectfully suggest that suitable legislation be h:
reference to such cases. In conclusion, your commi

sic
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‘in consideration of the fact that the benefits and adw:
tages of this Institution are confined to an unfortun
class entitled to our heart-felt sympathies, and for :
credit and good name of our State, and in response,
we believe, to the wishes of our coustituency, that the
-stitution should be fully and liberally provided for,
-commend the following a]zpropriations :
C

For salary of Superintendent.... .............. %21
For salary of Assistant Physiclan........... ... 2,(
For salary of Steward......................... 18
For salary of Treasurer and Book-keeper....... 1
For furniture.... ... ... .. 3,
For repairs on buildings and fences............. 10,(
For support of Asylum..................... ... 48,
For erection of additional buildings............ 50,4

Total. . oo e e e $118,¢

H. C. GHENT, Chairman
THOMAS M. JOSEPH,
: C. P. SALTER.

The unfinished business of gesterday was resumed,
-ing House, bill No. 55, ‘““An act to more particulaﬁy
‘fine the name and route of the Houston and Great Nox
-ern Railroad Company,” pending amendment offered
Mzr. Ellett and amendment thereto by Mr. Nelson.

On motion of Mr. Sayers, the vote passing the bill
‘third reading was reconsidered.

Mzr. Nelson then withdrew his amendment and offe;
‘the following in lien thereof: ‘‘And that said railic
_company, in locating and defining the line of the sar
be required to construct and run said road to the city
‘Sulphur Springs, in Hopkins county, and establisl
freight and passenger depot within one half mile of -
pubziic square of said city ; provided, the citizens of s
.city shall grant the right of way free of charge throt
‘the same, and so much ground for depot purposes as n
be agreed upon by the said railroad company and the

izens of sai&) city, not to exceed twenty acres.” '

A communication was received from his Excelle
‘the Governor relative to the investigations of the Cor
troller’s and Treasurer’s offices by the joint committec

both houses of the Legislature.

Mr. Bledsoe moved the previous question, whieh -
seconded, and the main question ordered.

sic
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The amendment to the amendment was then adopted.

The amendment thus amended was adopted.

The bill was ordered engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Russell, the rules were suspended
and the bill read third time.

Mr. Russell offered the following amendment: ¢ Pro-
nided, should said road run within five miles of the town
of Quitman, in Wood county, it shall run through said
town, and establish a freight and passenger depot within
one-half mile of the public square of the said town; pro-
nided further, that the citizens of the town of Quitman
shall donate land sufficient for right of way and depot
purposes, not to exceed fifteen acres.”” 'FThe amendment
was adopted. .

The bill then passed.

Mr. Thurmond called up Senate bill No. 304, *“An act
to incorporate the Clinton Bridge Company.”

- On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas the reading of the
bill was dispensed with, and the bill passed to third read-
ing. :

On motion of Mr. Kl erg, the rules were further
suspended, the bill read thitd time and passed

On motion of Mr. Hollingsworth, Senate bifl No. 244,

. ““An act to incorporate the Austin and Short Line Rail-
road Company,” was read first time and referred to the
special railway committee. :

Mr. Mills called up Senate bill No. 326, ‘“An act to
validate first class land certificate No. 150, issued to Free-
man Prewitt by the bhoard of land commissioners of Jas-
per county, July 5, 1839, the passage of which was
recommended by Judiciary Committee No. 2.

The bill was read second time and passed to third read-
ing.
On motion of Mr. Ireland, the rules were suspended,
the bill read third time and paszsed.

The Committee on Engrossed Bills submitted the fol-
lowing report:
Hon, A D. K. Taylor, Spedaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :

gm: Your Commiftee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined the following bills :

No. 944, ““Joint resolntion requiring county courts to
make settiements with sheriffs and treasnrers of school
boards.” -





