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THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,. |
AvustiN, TeExas, January 14, 1873. |

At 12 o’clock M., Hon. James P. Newcomb, Secretary
of State, called the House to order, stating that he was in
possession of the roll of members elected, but the clerk
of the former House was not present to receive it, and it
had been suggested that he proceed to act in the place of
the clerk, and perfect the organization of the House, and
if no objection was raised hie would call the roll of mem-
bers. No.objection being raised the Secretary of State
then remarked that the usual method would be, upon the
roll being called, for each member to come forward and
deposit his certificate of election, but in consequence of
the postoffice addresses of but few of the members being
known to the State Department, no doubt a large number
were present without certificates, but in order to remove
all obstacles in the way of organization, if there was no
objection, the roll would be called, each member re-
sponding, and if none of the members present objected,
he should be recognized, and the organization proceeded
with. This plan being agreed to, the Secretary of State
then called the roll, the following named members re- -
sponding as present : ‘
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C. L. Abbott, J. M. Harrison, D. D. Rosebor-
John Adriance, T. A. Hester, ongh,
~Richard Allen, ~ G. Hoffman, J. Russell,

T. G. Allison, O. N. Hollings- (. P. Salter,
James Armstrong, worth, W. B. Sayers,

Julius Berends,  John Ireland, P. R. Scoft,
S. B. Bewley, T. M. Joseph, Ed. Sharp,
W. 8. Bledsoe, J.W. Kemble, W. A. Shaw,
A. J. Booty, J. G. Killough, . J. Shelton,
R. H. Bordeaux, M. E. Kleburg, D. M. Short,
A. 5. Broaddus, W. R. Lane, - G. W. Smith,

J. H. Brown, W. L. Mabry, L. J. Storey,

J. W. Carrol, H. Manning, M. D. K. Taylor,
J. Cunningham, J.W.McDonald, A. S. Thurmond,
O. F. Davenport, F. A. Michael, W. H. Tilson,
Sam*Day, J. 8. Mills, J. A. Tivy,

A. N. Denton, Henry Moore, J. F. Tom,

J. N. Doyle, W.W. Morris, W. H. Trolinger,
James Eastland, H. W. Nelson, K. M. Van Zandt,
W. A. Ellett, Julins Noeggerath, Wm. Veal,

w2

H. H. Ford, J. Payne, . A. Venters,
Louis Frankee, Steﬁhen Powers, J. H. Washington,
- C. C. Galloway, D. M. Prendergast,A. T. Watts,

R. K. Gaston, Frank Rainey, ~W. A. Westfall,

H. C. Ghent, B. W. Rimes, Allen Wilder,
L. E. Gillette, S. T, Robb, C. M. Winkler,
H. H. Gilpin, S. Roberts, W. D. Wood,

Wm. Greene,
ABSENT.

E. Anderson, J. F. Leyendecker, J. T. Smith,

J. M. Anderson, Henry Phelps, "N.G. M. Walker,
E. Chambers, A. Rossey, R. Williams.
Peter. Diller, :

The Secretary of State then stated that the next motion
would be ‘That the House now proceed to elect a
Speaker.”” ' This motion was made, when one or two
members suggested that the members should first be sworn
in.

The Secretary of State quoted Barelay’s Di]%est of Par-
liamentary Law, to the effect that the Speaker be first
elected and sworn in, and that then the roll be called and
the members sworn in. )
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After some discussion, upon motion of Hon. John H.
Brown, it was decided that Hon. W. B. Ogden, Associate
Judge of the Supreme Court, be requeste& to administer
the oath to the members present. Whereupon Judge
Ogden administered the oath required by the Constitution
to those of them who were present.

. After all the members present were sworn in, the Rev.
B. Rogers was requested to open the proceedings with
prayer. This being agreed to, Mr. Rogers stepped fo the
clerk’s desk and offered up a prayer.

The Secretary of State then stated that a motion to go
into an election for Speaker would be entertained.

Mr. A. S. Broaddus made a motion that the House
proceed to elect a Speaker; which, being seconded, was
carried,

Nominations being in order for Speaker, Mr. Broaddus
pominated M. D. K. Taylor, which motion was seconded.

Mr. C. L. Abbott nominated W. A. Ellett, which was
seconded.

There being no other nominations, the Secretary of
State appointed Messrs. Broaddus, Abbott, Allen and
Brown as tellers. The roll was then called, and each
member came forward and deposited his ballot.

The balloting over, the tellers proceeded to count the
votes, which resulted as follows: ‘ :

M. D. K. Taylor, 67; W. A. Ellett, 10.

The result having been announced, the Secretary of
State then appointed Messrs. Ellett and Broaddus to con-
duct the Speaker elect to the chair.

Upon the Speaker approaching, the Secretary of State
suggested that he take the oath as Speaker. No motion
being made to this effect, and the Speaker declaring that
he did not think it necessary, as he had taken the oath as
a member of the House, he was introduced and proceeded
to address the House.
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"HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
AvusTIN, Trxas, January 14, 1873,

In pursuance of law the House of Representatives of
the Thirteenth Legislature of the State of Texas met at
the Ca})itol at 12 o’clock, and was called to order by the
Hon. J. P. Newcomb, Secretary of State.

The list of Representatives being called, the following
members answered to their names, to-wit:

C. L. Abbott, Wm. Green, S. Roberts,.
Jobn Adriance, J. M. Harrison, .D. D. Rosebor-
Richard Allen, T. A. Hester, ough, .

T. J. Allison, = &. Hoffman, J. Russell, -
James Armstrong, O. N. Hollings- C. P. Salter,
Julins Berends, worth, W. B. Sayers,
3. 'B. Bewley, John Ireland, P. R. Scott,
W. S. Bledsoe, T.M. Joseph, Ed. Sharp,

A. J. Booty, J. W. Kemble, W. A. Shaw,
R. H. Bordeaux, J. G. Killough, E. J. Shelton,
A. 3. Broaddus, M. E. Kleberg, D.

. M. Short,

J. H. Brown, W. R. Lane, G. W. Smith,

J. W. Carroll, W. L. Mabry, L. J. Stor%y,

J. Cunpingham, H. Manning, M. D. K. Taylor,
O. F. Davenport, J. M. McDonald, A.S. Thurmond,
Sam. Day, F. A. Michael, W. H. Tilson,

A. N. Denton, J. S. Mills, J. A. Tivy,

J. N. Doyle, Henry Moore, J. H. Tom,
James Bastland, W. W. Morris, W. A. Trolinger,
W. A. Ellet, H. 'W. Nelson, K. M. Van Zandt,
H. H. Ford, Julins Noeggerath, Wm. Veale,
Louis Frankee, J. Payne, 3. A. Venters,

C. C. Gallaway, Ste}\)I en Powers, J.H. Washington,
R. K. Gaston, D. M. Prendergast, A. T. Watts,

H. C. Ghent, Frank Rainey, W. A. Westtfall,
L. E. Gillette, B. W. Rimes, Allen Wilder,

H. A. Gilpin, .. S.T. Robb, C. M. Winkler,

W. D. Wood.

A guorum being present, and the election of Speaker
being in order, :

Mr. Broaddus placed in nomination M. D. K. Taylor,
of Marion county. 4
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Mr. C. L. Abbott placed in nomination W. A. Ellet, of
Red River county. :

There being no other nominations, Messrs. Broaddus,
Brown, Allen and Robb were appointed tellers, and the
House proceeded to ballot.

Upon telling the vote it appeared_that Mr. Taylor had
received sixty-seven votes, and Mr. Ellett ten.

Mr. Taylor having received the majority of all the
votes cast, was declared dul{la.nd constitationally elected
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Thir-
teenth Legislature.. ,

1’1‘%9 House then proceeded to the election of chief
clerk. -

Mr. Brown placed the name of W. C. Walsh innomin-
ation. There being no other nomination the House pro-
ceeded to ballot, when W. C. Walsh received seventy-one
votes; and Mr. Taylor three votes; whereupon W. C.
Walsh was declared elected chief clerk.

1'].‘111:3 House then proceeded fo elect a first assistant
. clerk.

Mr. Ghent placed in nomination Thomas Pilgrim, Jr.,
of Gonzales county ; whereupon the House proceeded to
baliot with the following result: Mr. Pilgrim received
sixty-nine votes; Teague, one; Henderson, three ; and
Schlinger, one. .

Mr. Pilgrim having received a majority of all the votes
cast wag declared duiy elected first assistant clerk.

1'1‘{19 House then proceeded to elect a second assistant
clerk.

Mr. Morris nominated J. F. Beall, of Panola county.
There being no other nominations the house proceeded to
ballot with the following result: Beall received sixty-
eight votes ; Webb, two ; De Gress, two; and Schlinger,
two. Mr.Beall having received a majority of all the
votes cast, was declared duly elected second -assistant
clerk of the House of Representatives.

On motion of Mr. Ireland, the House then adjourned
until 7 P. M.
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' EVENING SESSION.

The House met pursnant to adjournment, the Speaker
being in the chair. The roll was called, and a quorum
present. S :

On motion of Mr. Brown, the rules of the House of
Representatives of the Twelfth Legislature were adopted
for the temporary government of the House. .

The Speaker then announced that nominations for en-
grossing clerk were in order, when Mr. Nelson nominated
W. A. ortham, of Hopkins county. There being no
other nominations, the House proceeded to ballof, when
W. A. Wortham received fifty-eight votes; Schlinger,
three; Word, two; and W. E. Warren, one.  Mr. Wor-
tham having received a majority of all votes cast, was de-
clared duly elected engrossing clerk.

The House then proceeded to the election of enrolling
clerk. Mr. Westfall nominated W. D. C. Nelson, of
Williamson county. There being no other nominations,
the House proceeded to ballot, when Mr. Nelson received
sixty-four votes; F. J. Webb, three; Surghnor, two;
blank, one. W.D. C. Nelson having received a majority
Olf gle votes cast, was declared duly elected enrolling
clerk.

The House then proceeded to the election of sergeant-
at-arms.. Mr. Sayers nominated E. T.. Rhodes, of Guad-
alupe county. Mr. Washington nominated L. D. Miller.
The name of L. D. Miller having been withdrawn, the
House proceeded to ballot, when E. T. Rhodes received
sixty-one votes, and L. D. Miller, seven. E. T. Rhodes
having received a majority of all the votes cast, was de-
clared duly elected sergeant-at-arms.

The election of assistant sergeant-at-arms being next in
order, Mr. Killough nominated Mr. N. C. Rives, of Fay-
ette county. There being no other nominations, the House
proceeded to ballot, when Mr. N. C. Rives received sixty-
one votes; Miller, three; and Reed, one. Mr. N. C.
Rives was then declared duly elected assistant sergeant-
at-arms. :

The election of door-keeper being next in order, Mr.
Denton nominated Mr. C. }Z)L Arbuckle, of Guadalupe
-county. There being no other nomination, the House
proceeded to ballot, when C. L. Arbuckle received fifty-
nine votes; John P. Ferrill, seven; and A. S. Mangum,
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one vote. Mr. Arbuckle having received a majority of all
the votes cast, was declared dlﬁy elected door-keeper.

The organization of the House being completed,- the
Speaker administered the oath of office to the newly
elected officers. : :

Mr. Ireland then offered the following resolution, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arms be and is hereby
instructed to prepare tickets with numbers corresponding
with those on the desks of the House, and that the mem-
bers proceed to draw for seats on their reassembling.

Mr. Brown then offered the following resolution, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That all State officers and reporters of the
press be entitled to seats in front of the Speaker’s stand.

Mr. Brown then offered the following resolution, which
was adopted : ,

Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arms be authorized to
have a railing placed around the hall in the rear of the
seats, so as to admit spectators in the lobby ; and that the
doors of the hall shall at all times be kept open, except
during calls of the House. -

My. Sayers then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That this House proceed to elect a chaplain
at 12 o’clock to-morrow.

Mzr. Brown objecting, the resolution was laid over un-
der the rules. ‘ ' '

Mr. Ireland moved to appoint a committee of nine
members of the Houge to wait upon the Governor, and
inform him that the House had perfected its organization,
and was ready to transact business.

The motion was carried, when Mr. Short moved to re-
consider. ’ .

Division being called for, resulted as follows: Yeas,
35 ; nays, 33.

The question being again before the House, on motion
of Mr.qShort, was laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Harrison, the House adjourned until
to-morrow at 94 A. M. .
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[

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, | '
Avstin, Texas, Jannary 15, 1873. |

House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called ;
quorum present. .

The following named members failed to answer to their
names : E. Anderson, of Montgomery ; J. M. Anderson,
of McLennan ; Peter Diller, R. K. Gaston, H. A. Gilpin,
J. P. Leyendecker, Phelps, Sharp, J. T. Smith, of Hous-
ton ; Walker and Williams.

Mr. Gaston was excused for sickness.

The following named members then came forward and
took the oath of office, and their seats:

E. Anderson, of Montgomery; J. M. Anderson, of
MeLennan ; R. Williams, B. W. Rimes and J. F. Ley-
endecker.

Mr. Hollingsworth moved a reconsideration of Mr.
Ireland’s motion in regard to the drawing for seats. Mo-
tion lost. '

House proceeded to draw for seats, after which, on
motion of Mr. Booty, a recess was taken for ten minutes,
in order that each member might find his seat.

After the House was called to order Mr. Brown offered
the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to employ,
for the present, two porters for the House, with authority,
‘when in his judgment it may be necessary, to increase the

number, and that the pay of such persons shall be
three dollars per day.

Resolution was adopted.

Mr. Wood offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House be authorized
to appoint, if he deems it necessary, an assistant door-
keeper, who shall also act as messenger for this House,
and the Speaker be authorized to allow such person such

compensation as he may deem proper, not to exceed five
dollars per day.

Resolution was lost.

Mzr. Rainey then offered the following resolution, which
was adopted :

Resolved, That the chief clerk be required, until
otherwise instructed, to procure the necessary fuel, lights
- and stationery for the use of this House.



Jan. 15, 1873.] Hotse JoupwAL. 11

Mr. Hollingsworth offered petition of Ben. Honnett,
asking permission to keep a cigar and fruit stand in the
hall of the Capitol, which was refused.

Mzr. Short offered a bill under the following caption :
“‘An act to be entitled an act to repeal an act entitled
an act to establish a State police, and provide for the
regulation of the same, approved July 1, 1870; and
also, to repeal an act to amend an act entitled an act
o establish.a State police, and provide for the regulation
-of the same, approved May 2, 1871, which was read
“firgt time. _ '

Mz, Short moved to suspend the rules of the House,
.:and that the 'bill pass to a second reading ; pending which
'%\h}c Short meved to adjourn until 3 P. N ., which was

ost.

Mr. Morris then rose to a_point of order, stating that
qntilithe Senate was organized, the House was not com- -
‘petent to proceed to the regular discharge of business.

The chair then decided it was, and the House sus-
‘tained the chair. .

The questionof the suspension of the rules being before
the House, the yeas and nays were called for, with the
following result:

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong and Short—2.

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Adriance, Allen, Allison, An-
«derson of Montgomery, Anderson ~of McLennan,
Berends, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown,
‘Carroll, Chambers, Cunningham, Davenport, Day, Den-
‘ton, Doyle, Eastland, Ellett, Ford, Frankee, Gallaway,
Ghent, Gillette, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hol-
Jdingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg,
Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry, Manning, Mcﬁonald, Mi-
~chael, Mills, Moore, Morris, Nelson, N oeggerath, Payne,
Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes, z:fl’%ob]o, Roberts,
Roseborough, Russell, Salter, Sayers, Scott, Shaw, Shel-

“ton, Smith of Colorado, Story, Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy,
"Tom, Trolinger, Van Zandt, Veale, Venters, Washington,
“Watts, Westtall, Wilder, Williams, Winkler, Wood—78.

The House refused o suspend the rules.

Mr. Mills then offered the following resolution, which .
wag read and laid over, under the rules: .

WHEREAS, In compliance with the present Constitu-
tion of the State of Texag, a bill for the scholastic popu-
lation of the State was passed, authorizing the public free
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schools, their maintenance and support, and requiring
the appointment of a superintendent of public instruc-
tion, whose duty it should be to superintend the manage-
ment of said free schools, and to faithfully aid in the
work of driving ignorance and its train of consequent
evils from the Stafe, and in nowise to use the privileges
and Fowers of his said office for political purposes or per-
sonal aggrandizement ; and

‘Whereas, His Excellency E. J. Davis did appoint one
Jacob C. De Gress to the said office of superintendent of

ublic instruction, and it having been repeatedly alleged

y the various newspapers of the State that the said
superintendent did, under color of authority, draw from
the school fund in the State Treasury large sums of
money, variously estimated from seventy-five thousand
to one hundred thousand dollars, and that he placed said
money to his own credit in one of the banks of the city
of Austin ; and that he has placed fraudulent vouchers
in the State Treasury, said vouchiers purporting to repre-
sent the existence of schools and teachers under said
school bill, where none have as yet existed ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That this House, through the chair, proceed
immediately to ap%;)int a committee of nine (9) from its
honorable body, whose duty it shall be to examine all
the vouchers of said superintendent in the Comptroller's
and Treasurer’s departments, together with all books,
papers and documents in the so-called Department of
Education, and that said committee have power to send
for persons and papers, and to appoint a good and effi-
cient clerk to wait upon and keep 2 correct and accurate
record of the proceedings of said cominittee, and that
they shall report result of their investigations to this
House for its action.

Mr. Winkler moved to adjourn until 2 P. M. Lost.

Mr. Treland then offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to
furnish each member of this House with a copy of the
Constitution, and of all the laws in force, and a copy of
the Rules of the House.

Adopted. ‘ .

On motion of Mr. Winkler, the House then adjourned
to 3 P. M.



Jan. 15, 1873.] Houst JOURNALL. ' 13
AFTERNOON SESSION.

House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called ;
quornm present. ,

The following members were absent: .

Abbott, Adriance, Carroll, Ford, Gilpin, Ireland, Jo-
s%ph, Mills, Rossy, Salter, Scott, Sharp, Short, Tivy,
Walker, Watts, Wilder. ‘

A committee from the Senate was announced, which re-.
ported that the Senate had organized, and was ready to
proceed to business. , :

Mr. Brown offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to appoint a
committee of three to wait upon the Senate, am{) inform
that body that the House of Representatives is duly or-
ganized, and prepared to proceed to business.

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Brown, Morris and
Broaddus said committee.

Mr. Frankee offered the following :

Resolved, That the House of Representatives have two
regular sessions each day, one to commence at 9 -o’clock
A. M. and the other at 3 P. M. Laid over under the rules.

Mr. Shaw offered the following resolution :

Resolved, 'That the House appoint a joint committee, to
meet-a like committee from the Senate, to inform the Gov-
ernor that this House is now organized, and ready to re-
ceive any message from him. Adopted.

The Speaker appointed the following gentlemen said
committee : Messrs. Shaw, Rainey, Ireland, Winkler, and
Anderson of McLennan. :

The committee appointed to wait upon the Senate re-
ported that they had informed the Senate of the organi-
zation of the House and its readiness to proceed to busi-
ness.

The House then proceeded to the regulr order of the

ay. :

Unfinished business being next in order, the resolution
of Mr. Sayers to proceed to the election of a chaplain, at
12 M. to-day, was brought before the House, and Mr.
Sayers moved its postponement until 12 M. of the six-
teenth inst., which was carried.

Mr. Wood offered a memorial from the grand jury
and others of Leon county. Referred to Committee on
Finance.

Mr. Brown then offered the following resolution:
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Resolved, That in addition to the standing committees
provided for by the rules of the House, the Speaker be
also authorized to appoint a standing Committee on Con-
stitutional Amendments, and that, instead of one, he shall
appoint two committees on the judiciary, to be desig-
nated as Nos. 1 and 2.  Adopted.. '

Mr. Brown moved that ex-Governor J. W.. Henderson,
ex-Lieutenant Governor D. C. Dickson, and other promi-
nent members of former Legislatures of the State of
Texas, be admitted to seats on the floor of this House du--
1ing the session. ' '

Mr. Treland then moved a reconsideration of the vote:
upon his resolution offered this morning, requesting the
Secretary of State to furnish this House with copies of’
the O(glstitution and laws of this State, which motion was.
carried. \

Mr. Ireland then moved to amend said resolution by
the insertion of the words ‘‘if on hand.” The resolution:
as then amended, was carried.

The House then adjonrned until 10 o’clock A. M. to-
MOYLOW, . .

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
Avstin, Texas, January 16, 1873. |

House met pursuant to adjournment. Roll called ;
quorum present. .

The following members failed to answer to their
names: Diller, Gilpin, Rossy, Sharp, and Smith of
Houston. :

Messrs. Phelps and Bewley excused on account of in-
disposition. :

Journal of yesterday read and adopted.

The Speaker then announced the following standing
committees :

Committee on Judiciary No. 1.—Smith of Colorado,
chairman ; Morris, Broaddus, Ellett, Hollingsworth,
% i)seph, Kleberg, Sayers, Powers, Payne, Storey, Wood
Short. :

Comnittee to examine Comptroller’s and Treasurer’s
Offices.—Rainey, chairman; Van Zandt, Hollingsworth.
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Committee on HEnrolled Bills.— Shaw, chairman ;
‘Wood, Payne. o

Committee on Engrossed DBills.— Booty, chairman;
Sayers, Storey.

Committce on Immigration.— Frankee, chairman ;
Berends, Cunningham, Doyle, Allen, Gillette, Kleberg,
MeDonald, Hester, Watts, Sharp, Roberts. :

Commitiee on Towns and City Corporations.—Wood,
chairman; Booty, Bledsoe, Carroll, Davenport, Eastland,
Gaston, Green, Joseph, Rossy, Tilson, Walker, Westfall.

Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries.-~Harrison,
chairman; Allison, Anderson of Montgomery, Bordeaux,
']r)ay, Ford, Hoffman, Kemble, Manning, Phelps, Moore,
Tom. A

Commitiee on Claims and Accounts.—Gaston, chair-
man; Adriance, Eastland, Gallaway, Gillette, Ireland,
Killough, Mabry, McDonald.
© Committee on Indian Affairs.—Veal, chairman; Shaw,
Sharp, Salter, Rainey, Cunningham, Davenport, Doyle,
Bordeaux, Allen, Williams, Westfall. -

Commiittee on Internal Improvements.—Winkler, chair-
man; Brown of Dallas, Booty, Anderson of McLennan,
Adriance, Carroll, Ford, Gaston, Nelson, Payne, Pow-
ers, Scott Trolinger.

Commitiee on ﬁﬂlit((/)‘y Affairs.—Anderson of McLen-
nan, chairman; Bordeaux, Denton, Ford, Hester, Mc-
Donald, Michael, Thurmond Walker. '

Committee on Commerce and Manufacturers.—Joseph,
chairman ; Gilpin, Broaddus, Chambers, Mabry, Man-
ning, Morris, Powers, Rimes, Rossy, Salter. )

Commiittee on Finance.~——Morris, chairman ; Adriance,
Allison, Day, Gaston, Payne, Robb, Roseborough, Shel-
‘ton, Tilson, Van Zandt, Walker, Wood.

Comamittee on Agriculture and Stock Raising.—Thur-
mond, chairman; Abbott, Chambers, Kemble, Lane,
. Storey, Tom, Venters, Westfall, Washington, Smith of

Houston, Veal.

Commitiee on Printing and Contingent Hzpenses.—
Broaddus, chairman; Doyle,. Ellett, Green, Killough,
Kleberg, Watts. ‘

. Committee on Public Buwildings and Grounds.—Rose-
borough, chairman; Berends, Bledsoe, Eastland, Kil-
lough, Green, Washington. '

Commuitice o7 _].’Mfz;i?ege.s- and Elections.—Short, chair-
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man ; Russell, Prendergast, Gilpin, Hollingsworth, Gal-
laway, Ellett, Denton, Broaddus, Bledsoe, Thurmond.

. Commdtteet on Penitentiary.—Mills, chairman ; Noe-
cerath, Phelps, Rimes, Venters, Carvoll, Harrison, Hol-
ingsworth, Kleberg, Gallaway, Trolinger. '

Committee  on Lducation.—Armstrong, chairman;
Mills, Berends, Rossy, Ghent, Hollingsworth, Chambers,
Lane, Moore, Rainey, Van Zendt, Westfall. .

Commitiee on Counties and County Boundarics.—Trol-
inger, chairman; Nelson, Michael, Scott, Sharp, Man-
ning, Killough, Hoffman, Gilpin, Brown oi Dallas, Tivy.

Commvittee on Public Lands and Land Office.—~Powers,
chairman ; Armstrong, Bordeaux, Davenport, Franlkee,
Harrison, Tilson, Tivy, Wilder, Williams.

Commatiee on Private Land Claims.—Lane, chairman ;
Leyendecker, Shaw, Abbott, Robb, Scott, Roberts, Smith
of {Iouston, Short. :

Commyittee on Federal Relations.—Russell, chairman
Bewley, Doyle, Ellett, Gillett, Hester, Mills, Prendergast,
Sayers, Smith of Colorado, Veal.

Committee on State Affairs.—Brown of Dallas, chair-
. man ; Anderson of McLennan, Day, Denton, Ghent, Ley-

endecker, Trolinger, Russell, Venters, Hoffman, Kleberg.

Commiittee on Judiciary DNo.2.—Ireland, chairman ;
Anderson of Mclennan, Armstrong, Bewley, Bledsoe,
Booty, Prendergast, Robb, McDonald, Tilson, Watts,
Winkler, Veal, Gallaway.

Comvmitice on Conslitutional Amendments.—Prender-
gast, chairman; Smith of Colorado, Anderson of Me-
Lennan, Armstrong, Ireland, Brown of Dallas, Bewley,
Joseph, Morris, Sayers, Watts, Killough, Nelson.

Committee on Public Debt.—Shelton, chairman; Smith
of Houston, Tivy, Rimes, Michael, Berends, Booty,
Noeggerath, Washington.

Mr. Sayers presented the memorial of Gustave Cook,
E. ¥.-Schmidt and H. 8. Lipscomb, of Harris and Mont-
gomery counties, contesting the seats of Richard Allen,
T. H. Michael and E. M. Anderson. Read and referred
to Committee on Privileges and Elections.

Mr. Allen submitted a remonstrance against the same.
Referred to the same committee.

" Mr. Shaw, chairman of the committee to wait on the
Governor, announced that they had performed the duty
assigned them, and that the Governor would be ready to
communicate with the House in a few minutes.
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Mz, Allison offered a memorial of the citizens of Pine
Hill, Rusk county, to incorporate said place. Referred
to Committee on Towns and City Corporations.

Mr. Booty offered petition of Mr. Brown, of Upshur
county, contesting the seat of Ed. Sharp. Read and re-
ferred to Committee on Privileges and elections.

Mr. Harrison offered a petition of Hugh P. Clark, re-
questing a charter for a ferry across Sabine river. Refer-
red to Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries.

There being.no further petitions, Mr. Payune offered the
following bill, to be entitled, ““An act to establish a sys-
tem of public free schools for the State of Texas.”

Mr. Mills moved to read the bill by caption, and refer
it to the Committee on Education. -

The Speaker decided that the bill must be read, unless
four-fifths of the House consented to dispense with its
reading. . .

During the reading of the bill, a messenger was an-
nounced, bearing the Governor’s message.

Mr. Winkler moved to suspend the business before the
House, and take up the message from the Governor,
which was carried uranimously. : ‘

The message was then read, to-wit:

Exrcurive OFFICE, |
Avsiiy, Texas, January 14, 1873. §

To the Honorable Senate and Howse of Representatives
of the State of Texas :

GENTLEMEN : Since my last annval message to the
legislative body our State has continued that progress in
the direction of peace and order, internal improvement,
inerease of population, wealth and public education,
which commenced with our return to regular govern-
ment ; the past year showing, as a noticeable Ieature,
even 3 greater ratio of advance in all these respects than
any previous year.

Providence has also favored us with most abundant
crops, and with good health and the absence of fatal dis-
eases and epidemics. These blessings, and our pleasant
and salubrious climate, our happy ireedom from public
debt and civil disturbance, our vigorous enforcement of
the laws, our effective public school system, and the ex-
tensive area of our cheap and fertile lands—to which

2HJ :
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eagsy access is provided by the various railroads now
being rapidly constructed—have attracted great attention
abroad among those who seek a better fortune or pleas-
anter clime, and are bringing us an ever increasing cur-
rent of immigration and capital. -

The great change brought about in the condition of the

- State will best be appreciated by a comparison of thai we
see around us—the vesult of a few years of peace and en-
forcement of the lawg-—andthe picture of affairs given by
the Hon.  Pendleton Murrab, in his message to a Legisla-
ture which occupied your halls near the close of the late
struggle. He says:

“ fmperativ‘e duty requires of me to call your attention
to the fearful demoraglization and crimes prevailing
throughout the State. JIn some sections society 1is
almost disorganized. The voice of the law is hushed,
and its authority seldom asserted. It is a dead letter—
ap unhonored thing wupon the wunvead pages of the
statutes. Murder, robbery, theft, outrages of every kind
against property—against human life—against every-
thing sacred to a civilized people—are frequent and gen-
eral. Whole communifies are under a reign of terror,
and they utter their dreadful a,p]?rehensions and their
agonizing cries of distress in vain. The rule of the mob—
the bandit—of unbridled passions—rides over the solemn
ordinances of the government. Foul crime is committed,
and the criminal steeped in gunilt and branded by his own
dark deeds with eternal infamy, goes unwhipped of jus-
tice. Not even a warrant is issued for him—no effort is
made by the sworn officers of the law, or by the commu-
nity, to bring him to punishment. Too offen the deed is
excused—the community is divided in opinion as to the

guilt, and the criminal is screened from justice—unless

%LS offending chances to touch some peculiar influenee

or prevailing notions—and then, witnout trial, and
without the forms of law, heis hung by a mob.”
Whether or not the bright contrast to this picture,
which commemorates the day of your assembly in the
same halls, is now to be marred, rests with us. If, with-
out passion or prejudice, we address’ ourselves to legisla-
tion for the good of the people, whose voluntary servants
for the time being we find ourselves; assuming error in
what has been aceomplished by our predecessors, only
where error is manifest, and amending only where amend-
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ment will clearly benefit—with a purpose rather to build
ap and perfect than to tear down and mutilate—then all
will be well. I trust that this spirit animates all branches
of the law-making power of the State, and that whatever
of evil might have been imagined or threatened during
the bitterness of the late political canvass, it will, under
the promptings of sober sccond thought, be put out of
sight and not permitted to color legislation or obstruet its
PrOgYess. o _

Asking your indulgenee for the space occupied by these
general reflections, and for which the gravity of the ocea-
sion seems my best excuse, 1 proeceed to the performance
of my constitutional duty, to furnish you information of
the condition of the State, and recommend the measures
of legislation deemed expedient.

FINANCES OF T STACE.

The subject which always does, and should require
most thought on the part of the wise legislator, and the
exercise of his best judgment, is that of the finances, or
support of the government. . A 4

A government is said to be perfect in proportion as it
protects life, property and liberty, and evenly distributes
the burden of its sapport according to the means and
strength. of its citizens.

If this theory is correct, an application of the latter of
these tests to the system of financesin Texas, or, more par-
ticularly to herlaws for assessing and eollecting taxes, will
show us to have one of the worst possible. The burden
of support, so far from being evenly distributed, falls
mainly upon those who are too honest to wish to evade
their share, or too weak to attempt it. 'The dishonest man,
and especially him of large property, has every encour-
agement to evade. He may rvender his property at far
below its true value, and should it be real extate (which is
much the largest part of the taxable property), he may
even then avold payment until after the llong delay of a
suit in court. While this suif progresses, he figures as
a delinquent, and when, after he has taken advantage of
all the law’s delays, he is finally reached by a judgment,
he pays a trifling penalty, amounting but to a fraction of
the usuarious interest he may in the meantime have earned
by loaning out the money he should have paid the State.
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He then prepares to repeat the same process with the next
installment of taxes. ‘ ‘

Thus it is reported to me under date of September 11,
1872, that the sum of $441,402.50 (being more than one-
third) of the State taxes assessed for the previous year
{1871) were still unpaid into the treasury. Much the
larger part of this is, doubtless, chargeable against delin-
quents, and it will be found, on investigation, that an un-
due proportion of this heavy delinguent list is made up
of large property holders. The small fariner or person
of moderate means, even if he desires to resist or delay
the payment of his tax, caunot afford the expense of a
lawsuit, which is of small comsequence to his wealthy
neighbor, and accordingly he pays promptly.

But it is by false assessments of his property that the
large property holder manages most successfully to evade
his due share of taxes. Ounr laws practically permit
each citizen to fix the amount of taxes he ought to pay.
It is true the assessing officer may correct the assessment,
it he knows it to be too small, but in practice this is not
often dome. A direct encouragement is thus given to
frandulent undervaluation of property, and the extent
to which this practice is carried, should be understood by
yvou. I find, for instance, that the value of property for
the whole county of Galveston, including lands lying out
of the county and assessed there, is computed for the
year 1872 by the State assessors at 13,769,448, while the
assessment made by the city authorities, and for the city
alone, is furnished me for the year 1871 at $16,475,749.28,
and for the year 1872, $17,000,000. The assessment made
by the city was probably short of the real value; but if
that made by the State for the whole county of Galveston,
and outlying lands owned there, had been made even as
near the true value, it wonld bave amounted to not less
than $19,000,000, or about five and a guarter millions -
more than was assessed. In every other county of the
State a proportionate discrepancy would probably be
found, if an investigation could be made, as facilities for
correct assessment are better in (Galveston than in most
other counties.

WEALTIY CORPORATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS EVADING
TAXES.

You may rest assuved that the wealthy, whether corpo-
rations or individuals, are those who profit by these dis-
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crepancies. S}}J)ecia,l instances, showing the class which is
benefitted by this practice, may be found in every county
of the State. 1 will mention as a specimen, the ¢ West-
ern Union Telegraph Company.” This company, pre-
vious to last year, had, as reported to me, never paid
taxes on property exceeding $3800 in value, but after I
had set on foot inquiries touehing its relations to the gov-
ernment, it returned its total property of all kinds within
the State for 1872 at §62,800. Afthe time this last assess-
ment was made, it had upwards of 1200 miles of telegraph
lineg within the State, some lines with two or more wires.

The fraud in assessment returned by this greedy and
anscrupulous monopoly, is apparent from the testimony
of its president, before the Postal Telegraph Committee
of Congress, May 11, 1870, where he swears that every
mile of single wire telegraph, ‘““out West,”’ costs the com-
pany $150, even ‘“where the railroads baul the poles for
us without charge.” A fair assessment of its property
would be not less than $250,000.

Again: the railroads may always be said to be far short
in their valuations. The return of one of the best paying
of these has Leen called to my attention, where the assess-
ment (which embraces value of all rolling stock, road bed,
stations, depots, and grounds attached, and city lots), is
put at about $10,000 to the mile, or one-third of the veal
value of the property.

It impresses me that our flvst duty is to remedy this
evil, 1 am confident that if measures ave taken - that
will gecure correct asgessment and prompt collection of
the taxes, the whole taxes, State, county, school, ete.,
which now amount to about one and nine-tenths (14%) per
cent., may be reduced one-third, or even one-half, and a
revenue secured thereby sufficient for all purposes. The
Eroper remedies to appy must be selected by yourselves,

ut I will suggest that the evils of false assessments may
be reached by requiring, as in other States, the assessors
to estimate the value of property in proportion to the sell-
ing value, in its neighborhood, of similar property.
ere there is no other similar property to compare it
with, asin case of railroads, telegraphs, factories, ete.,
the assessors might take the cost of the property asa
basis, deducting from this for wear and use, and adding
to it when, from local or other extrinsic causes, it has in-
creased in value beyond the original cost. Certainly the
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power of the property holder to fix the value of his prop-
erty, and consequently the amount of taxes he may pay,
is a temptation to fraud which ought to be taken from
him. The neglect to pay the taxes after they are
agsessed might be reached. by fixing a severe penaly for
the delay, say an annual interest of fifty per cent. during
delay, and by making all personal property of the owner
liable to distraint for taxes due on real estate.

VALUE OF TAXABLE PROPERPY IN TIH STATE.

The whole assessed value of property of the State, as
shown by the returns for 1871 (the last year for which 1
am furnished with complete returns), is $220,290,524.
A correct assessment would doubtless have shown fully
$300,000,000 for that year; but, had the taxes been
promptly paid, even on such assessment as was made,
we would not gtill find ourselves with a deficiency to
meet, and State warrants selling at a discount.

MISAPPROPRIATION O PUBLIC FUNDS BY SIIERIFEFS AND
COUNTY CQOURTS.

But while youw aie considering measuves to secure fair
assessments of property and prompt collection of taxes,
you should algo vevize the laws in relation to the disposi-
tion of the taves by officers into whose hands they may
pass.  Sherifts do not pay over their collections to the
Tresury with due promptness, and since the de}preciation
of State wurrants, there it good reason to believe that
those officers and their agents have often delayed pay-
ments for the puarpose of using the money to speenlate
in that kind of paper.

The disposition made of taxes assessed for county pur-
poses should also be-inguired into, and sowe restraint
put upon the county courts that will sccure an honest
and lawtul expenditure of those funds.

‘While on this subject, I should call your attention to
the very large amount of taxes that has been exacted
ander the pretence of use for county purposes, and has
been disbursed by the county conrts with little or nothing
to show by way of ateounting fov its lawful expenditure.
The whole ad valorem taxes for support of the State gov-
ernment for the fisenl year 1871-72, ave but $1,101,364.02,
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and the whole of that pait of the cost of the public
schools to be paid by local taxes for the same period,
is shown by the report of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction to be but §739,468.04, being together only
- $1,840,832.06 ; but we find that the county courts exacted
and disposed of the large sum of $2,261,654.99 for ad va-
lorem taxes, and the swm of $105,686.48 occupation
taxes in that year. In brief, the county courts have
assessed the tax payers more than half a million dollars
more taxes than it has cost the people during the same
. time, both to carry on owr extensive system of public
schools, and to support the State government in all its
departments and vayried services. There seems to be no
effective restraint of wanton extravagance or malversation
of public funds on the part of the county courts provided
by law. They are not even required to publish periodi-
cal statements of their expenditares, which might operate
in some degree to restrain them. There is no way of
reaching and dismissing an incompetent member of that
court, and the provision for expelling a vicious or corrupt
one, by indictment of a grand jury and conviction by a
petit jury, is too slow and uncertain for any practical use.

COVERNOR'S DISPOSTTION OF $PATE BONDS.

In connection with the matter of the State finances, the
matter of the sale or digposition by me of the bonds pro-
vided by law to meet appropriations must be adverted to.

Of the seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars of
bonds ‘‘for mamtaining ranging companies on the fron-
tler,”” issued under the act of August 5, 1870, three hun-
dred and fifty have been sold, either for cash, or in
payment of claims against that fund, realizing the sum of
$312,045.80 ; three hundred and fifty (together with one
hundred of the ten per cent. cmirency bonds hereafter
mentioned) are hypothecated with Mesgrs Williams &
Guion, of New York city, to secure advances from that
house through 1. . MeMahan & Co., amounting to the
sum of $327,074.70 carrency. ‘The yemaining fifty bonds
of this issue are still unsold and on deposit at the Farm-
%}_"slljoa.n and Trust Company, 26 Exchange Place, New

ork. .

~ Of the four hundred thousand dollars of ten per cent.
currency bonds. authorized by the.act of May 19, 1871,
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two hundred and fifty-seven have been sold for cash or
exchanged for State warrants, realizing $235,850.94, less
commission claimed by Raymond & Whitis. One hun-
dred more of them are deposited with Williams & Guion,
as above stated, towards securing their advances, and the
remaining forty-three were reported by Messrs. Raymond
& Whitis, the agents of the State for the sale of these
bonds, as having been frandulently taken out of their pos-
session, and I have, by advertisement, warned the public
agrainst the purchase of them. Messrs. Raymond &
‘Whitis are still responsible for the recovery and return of
these bonds, or to secure the State against any loss on
their account. These gentlemen have claimed and re-
tained two and a half per cent. on the amount of the two
hundred and fifty-seven of these bonds disposed of while
their agency continued, but I have informed them that
as the law only permits me to pay one per cent., they
must look to the Legislature for an inerease of commis-
sion. I must say that one per cent. is an unreasonably
smaall commission for the sale of so few bonds. The ex-
penses are likely to have been as great to effect sale of
these as would be the case were the amount large.  One-
third of these bonds, under the law creating them, must
 be redeemsed next July.

I have engaged with Messrs. Williams & Guion, who,
by general consent, were snbstitated for T. H McMahan
& Co. (the latter having failed during last summer, and
could no longer be expected to comply with their engage-
ment to the State), to return them the amount of their ad-
vances and interest, and withdraw the bonds in their pos-
session on or before the first of Mareh next.

BALE OF BONDS PREVENTED BY SLANDERS SENT FROM
: TEXAR.

Of the two millions of dollars of bonds authorized bg
the act of December 2, 1871, I have had $500,000 printe

and engraved, and have endeavored to sell or hypothe-
cate them for the purpose of redeeming the outstanding
warrants, and providing means for the current expenses
of the State. I have been frustrated in this purpose by
g})position from home. When the bonds were taken to
New York they were met by amazing slanders concerning
the indebtedness of the State, and the purpose of the
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Governor in issuing these bonds. These slanders were
put forth by journajs pretending to be among the leading

ress of Texas, and were industriously circulated by in-

ividuals who seemed deeply interested in destroying her
good name. The debt of the State was asserted to be
from fifteen to fifty millions, and capifalists were warned
that the incoming Legislature would repudiate these
_ bonds. The same sort of opposition had before met my
efforts to put upon the market the above mentioned bonds
for frontier defense, and affected seriously their sale. In
consequence of these slanders I eould not sell or hypoth-
ecate any of the $500,000 without submitting to a sacii-
fice that with my estimate of what should be the finan-
cial standing of Texas was totally inadmissible, and I
have accordingly placed them on deposit at the Farmers’
Loan and Trust Company, to await such aetion of your
body as- will show to the world that those who predicted
repudiation on your part were simply dishonest falsifiers
of the character of their State and Legislature.

When this is done by you the credit of the State will
at once be placed on such a footing that our necessities
can 1&8 relieved without submwitting to unconsciorable de-
mands.

00 FINANCIAL CONDITION O HHE STATE.

The tinancial standing of T'exas ought to be of the best,
and it will be so when it becomes known to the world
that her people are too enlightened to permit repudiation
of her engagements. -

Her obligations are these:

Three hundred and fifty seven per cent. Fron-

tier Defense gold bonds sold.............. $350,000 00
Two hundred and fifty-seven ten per cent cur- .
rency honds sold ......... .. ... ... 257,000 00

Amount due Williams & Guion, of New York

¢ity, for which as above four hundred and , {

fifty ave seeurity bonds (currency)......... 327,074 70
Six per cent. currency bonds issued to fund .

old debt under the provisional act of No-

vember 29, 1866......... ... ... ... - 125,100 0v
Six per cent. currency honds issued to fund

old debt under act of May 2, 1871, for aud-

iting public debt....... ... 00 L 44,500 00
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Certificates of indebtedness issued fo claim-
ants in last mentioned aet and act of May

22,1871, COUITENCY ..o i oo et 63,157 05
Amount of outstanding warrants on the first
day of thismonth....................... 215,000 00

Amount for deficiencies in former appropria-

tion, and estimated as due judiciary and of-

ficers and employés of govermmen} since

September 1, 1872, and up to first inst., for

which no appropriation has yet been made. 150,000 00
Amount erroneously collected by Comptroller

for commisgions of assessors and collectors

in 1871, which must De returned io tax-pay-

ers. .. OO U 131,167 03
PO e e £1,662,998 78

These are the total of debts or claims which are knowsn
to exist against the State, except the claim of the Inter-
national Railroad for their bond subsidy for completed
railway. You will perceive that I have not included
among our obligations the following items mentioned in
the Treasurer’s report, viz,:

Five per cent. State Bonds to eredit of Uni-

versity and permanent school fund........ $216,641 05
Six per cent. State Bonds to credit of perma-
nent school fund......... ... ... ... ... 320,367 13
Comptroller’s certificates of indebtedness. ... 89,709 91
Total . ... ..o PP $0626,718 09

These items are relics of the late war, and the allusion
made to the two last in my first message to the Legisla-
tare may well apply subsfantially to the three: These
items represent State warrants or State bonds issued du-
ring the war, and representing obligations which are now
void, should no longer be borne on the Comptroller’s re-
ports.” In effect these bonds and certificates are due to
ourselves, if atall, to support the University and public
schools, and instead of raising taxes to pay them wemay
just as well, if necessary, effect the same purpose by pay-
ingi‘the taxes directly to the su;}pport of those institutions.

Thus the total of actual indebtedness of Texas amounts
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to the small sun of $1,662,998.78. An amount which
could be paid off by a TAX FOR A SINGLE YBEAR OF LESS
THAN A HALF OF ONE PER ¢ENT. on the taxable value of
property within the State. On the other hand, we have
m the Treasury to offset this debt $49,279.62 in specie,
and §204,036.07 currency, belonging to special funds, and
(as will be seen when 1 allude to the School and Land
Departments) owr large school fund in United States
bonds and lands, and our many millions of aecres of pub-
lic domain.

TREASURER'S REPORY, AND JOW TREASURY WAS LEFE BY
G W, HTONEY. .

The yeport of the State Treasurer, Hon. B. Graham,
will show the condition of that department of the gov-
. ernment. He only sueceeded in gefting possession of the

‘Treagury in July last, though T had commissioned him in
" May, under appointment from me, made in conformity
with the power conferred by Section VII, Article IV of
the Constitution, the late Treagurer, G. W. Honey, hav-
ing vacated the office. The books, accounts and papers of
the Treasury were found in great confusion, and it hag ve-
quired patience and skill on the part of the present Treas-
urey ancd his clerks to restore anything of the order and
system that ought there to provail. As nearly as could be
ascertained from a comparison of the records and money
found, the late Treasurer appeared deficient $31,171.064
in specie, and $45,977.54 m currency. His deficiency
may be more or less than this. Since the Treasury has
been under the present control $28,896.13 currency, which
bad been loaned out by Mr. Honey, has been recovered
and replaced. While the books and accounts were found
in eonfusion, and the cash short, abandance of unmistak-
able evidence was also found to show that the Treasury
had praetically been turned into a broker’s office for the
shaving of the State’s warrants with her money. The
present Treasurer is & gentleman whose standing and
eharacter is a guarantec that pilfering of the public
money, or combinations of rings to use it in specnlations,
will not further be permitied. ‘

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Pablic schools were inangurated in Texas on the first
Monday in September, 1871. We have had, therefore,
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only the experience of operations for one complete scho-
lagtic year, and the fall session of another. exas has
witnessed many ungsuccessfal efforts to establish these
sehools, and the last in that way previous to the present
law (the cambrous law of August 13, 1870), after essaying
the regulation of the schools by many minute enactments,
the applicability of which to our State conld only be
tested by experience, had ruined the whole, by leaving
the establishment and dirvection of the schoolsin the hands
of the county courts. Accordingly. our present law was
drafted with a view to establish only a frame for a sys-
tem, and left this frame to be built out by the Board of
Edueation, to which was given ample power to establish
and modify such regulations as might be found best
adapted to rapid and vigorous construction of an effective
system.

Notwithstanding the opposition the system has had to
contend against, and though all innovations find their op-
posers, I think the opposition this has encountered has
been more than the usual shave and of the most unreason-
ing kind; yet, withal, it has, as a system of education,
been a success wherever in the State that opposition has
not been powerful enough to prevens its operation. The
publie schools of Texas have been, AS A WIOLE, con-
ducted since their operation commenced on a cheaper
plan, have had less expensive machinery, have had a
better average of teachers, and have eduncated move chil-
dren in proportion to the population than those of any
other (since the war) of the so-called reconstructed States,
some of which have had their systems under way for
many years, and better in several of these respects than
those of many of the Northern States. A comparison
will, I think, sustain this favorable report.

‘While, then, we bave an edifice which has so clearly
demonstrated its practical efficiency for the purpose in
view at its foundation, I redpectfully suggest that it had
better not be torn down to make way for the experiment
of some theorist. It was to be expected that the enforce-
ment of any effective plan would meet the fanlt-finding of
everybody who might have a pet plan of his own, and the
beaying of many ot the regulations not being at once per-
ceived by even well disposed people, caused some com-
plaints, that, as they are becoming accustomed to those
regulations, and the machinery, from use, runs smoother,
have been silenced.
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" The amount of the tax to sllp£ort it is the objection to
the system, which has been made the most of, by its ad- -
versaries. I need only say, in this regard, that until our
taxable property is, relatively to the population, very
much larger than at present, a smaller annual tax than
one per cent. will not sufiice to maintain a gystem calcu-
lated to furnish education to the mass of the children of
the State, and unless we propose to do at least so much,
- we had better not attempt anything. We cannot satisfy

the enlightened public opinion of the world, or do our
- duty as legislators, by a sham of a system, which ma
open a school house to one man’s children but leave his
neighbor’s out of doors. It must be remembered, too,
that our tax is both for building school houses and main-
taining schools. For these combined §mrposes I believe
it is less than in most of the States. know it is very
considerably less than in many of them.
But it should be understood that the opposition to the
tax does not come from the poor, or man of moderate
means. The wealthy man, who possesses his hundreds
of thousands, or the corporation, with its millions, make
the bitter war, though these classes, more than any other,
are materially interested im the protection and security to
property which the education of the masses is sure to
promote. This feature of the opposition to public
schools has been especially marked in some of theleading
cities of the State. In Awustin, Houston, Waco, Jeffer-
son and Brownsville, supposed to be among our most
cultivated centres, the courts have been besieged by these
classes with petitions to restrain collection of the tax.
Three of these cities were contestants during the late elec-
tion for the location of the c&}l)ital, but Austin, which
distanced her competitors, can also claim the pre-eminence
that her leading citizens and wealthy men have been more
successful than her sisters in starving out the public
school teacher. This will not be a pleasant circumstance
to recount in the day, certain to come, when public edu-
cation is firmly fixed as an institution; but were I to
abstain from reference to it, I might feel that perhaps mis-
placed delicacy had turned me from the performance of
my full duty. - The State has obtaimed abroad a good
name for her public schools, but the homest chromicler
must record the truth, with sorrow, if you please, that
the wealthy are not, as a class, entitled to the credit.
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Of course it is not claimed that the system is or ever
will be pERFECT. Nothing of human invention can be.
But let us be suve to find where the machinery is defec-
iive before we attempt improvement. :

AMENDMENT O S8CIHOOL AW SUGEESTED.

By way of giving the patrons more divect control in the
selection of the officers who ave to disburse their taxes, I
recommend an amendment to the law, giving the election
of boards of school divectors to the people of the dis-
triets. The spirit of our institations reguires that those
who pay the taxes should also have the choice of their
agents to disburse, and the Ihmasent mannper of choosing
those officers was intepded only to be temporary. .

But with this amendment should be coupled a provis-
ion that will ensure fhe prompt removal of directors who
wnay prove incompetent, or may rvefuse to obey the laws
and regulations established for government of the schools,
or may be guilty of official misconduct. A provision
might also be adopted authorizing the directors, under
safe restraint, to raise money to build school houses by
the issue of bonds, and thus betier distribute the burden
of the tax otherwise reguired to pay for those buildings.
T believe the other members of the board of education
coincide in these recommendations and will join in re-
porting them for your consideration, as authorized to do
under section fourth of the law. I am of the opinion
that fuxther important changes of the law would not, at
present, be safe. ‘

GOSP OF TITE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The total cost of public schools fox the year was §1,222,-
221.24, of which. $482,753.20 was paid by the State and
$739,466.04 is to be paid by the counties. As my space
will not permit an itemized statement of this cost, I must
refer you therefor to the report of the Superintendent of
Instruction, but 1 will here present o few items which give
an idea of the relative outlay in the different branches of
expenditures for the schools, viz:

Pay of teachers..................... ... ... $979,350 27
Pay of prineipals............. ... 87,796 76

Pay of supervisors (35 to January 1, 1872, and
12 for balance of year.................... 23,585 00

2 P
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Pay of employés (clerks and porter hirej..... 18,453 61
Apparatus, (slates $8275, maps and charts

$5475, school tablets $2260)............... 16,000 00
Rent of school houses...................... 64,866 25.

Examiners (all discharged except one at the
capital ... .. ... L et 8,418 62

The number of teachers examined up to first instant
who received cextificates was 6583. The number exam-
ined and rejected for incompetency 1229, and the whole
number employed in publie schools during the year was
20625. . :

CCHILDREN IN THYE STAUTE AND NUMBER LAUGHT.

The whole number of children in the State, as made w
from reports of justices of the peace (and the Unite
States census, where these failed), for 1871, was estimated
at 228,355. '

The justices, who are required by law {o take the scho-
lastic census, have, in many instances, done it very im-
perfectly or not at all, and there is reason to believe that
the number is somewhat larger than estimated.

Total children in schools in first month (Septem-

L T N S 98,800
Total that received instruction in public schools

during year............. ..ol 127,672
Average number of children taught in public

schools. ... .. e e 81,653

It will be seen that the average montbly eost of each
pupil has been §1.43 currency, including all charges, even
for building school houses. It is noticeable that much
the largest attendance was during the spring and summer
months. :

The opening month of the sceond scholastic year shows
an attendance of 45,922, an increase over that of last year,
but not by any means ag numerous as might have been
had the system emeountered no op%osiﬁon. In many
counties which reported flourishing schools last year, the
schools have been forced to close altogether, because of
failure to pay the tax, and in others, for the same reason,
they langnish. - :
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CONDITION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL FUND.

The permanent and available school fund on first in-
stant was as follows: '

Specie in the Treasury and hands of Comp-

BROLEE . ..o oo e $40,708 43
Currency . ........ooiiil i 64,089 12
Six per cent. United States bonds.......... 70,800 00
Five per cent. United States bonds......... 271,250 00
Consgolidated prinecipal and inferest of six :

ver cent. railvoad bonds. .......... ... ... 2,173,278 44

Ol .o e $2,620,125 99

There is also the amoumnt expected to be realized from
the suits in Washington, say $250,000 specie; also,
2,763,072 acres of land, estimated as worth $2,763,072.
This fund was supposed, when the war closed, to have
been mostly dissipated.

The report of the Superintendent of Instruction will
furnish you full and intevesting details of the working of
~ his department.

PURPOSES IIAD IN VIEW WHEN TAKING OFFICE.

When I commenced the performance of the duties of
Governor, I proposed to myself .these .main purposes:
On the one hand to restrain that tendency to extrzwafant
squandering of public money and running into debt,
which has disgraced many of the governinents and Legis-
latures of the (so-called) reconstructed States, a tendency,
however, that was to be expected of that demoralization
which the tremendous convulsion of the war caused to

ermeate, - more or less, all parties and classes in those
- States.  On the other band, to restrain that lawlessness

which always unfavorably . distinguished our people, but
had become shockingly intensified by the habits taught
our young men in military camps. How far in the for-
mer purpose I have been successful, the journals of the
Legislature and the exposition of the State’s finances
made you to-day must illustrate. The effect of the meas-
ures adopted to suppress lawlessness, though visible
everywhere, I will briefly review.
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| MILITIA AND POLICE ACTS.

Two of these measures were those known as the militia
and State police laws. The feature of the former law
looking direectly to preservation of the peace was that
delegating to the Governor power to suspend the laws
within disturbed districts. I have fortunately been com-

elled fo resort to this anthority but on three occasions,
though the knowledge that I possessed the power, and
migh% exefeise it, doubtless often prevented disturbances
hurtful to the prosperity of our State, and averted the in-
terference of the United States government, which nearly
all of the reconstructed Staies have been subjected to.
Under our Constitution, your houses bave the granting
or withholding of this power entirely confided to you, an
if in your wisdom you conclude that the necessity for it
has ceased, it would not be within the province of the Ex-
ecutive to object. A )

The State police has relieved the State of multitudes of
bad characters, but I decidedly do not think their services
can yet be dispensed with. Since their organization, two
years and six months ago, the total cost of the police up
to the first instant has been $408,274.12, or an average
annual cost of $163,309.64. They have, so far as reported,
during that fime arrested 581 persons charged with mur-
der, 760 charged with attempt to kill, 1748 charged with
other felonies, and several thousands charged with lesser
offenses. They have also recovered and returned to the
owners a Jarge amount of property, of which no account
has been kept sinee the frst six months, when about
$30,000 was 50 recovered.

In the execution of their duty eight policemer have on
different occagions lost their lives, and a number have
been wounded. Of necesgity the efficiency of the police
had been impaired of late by the depreciation of State
warrants, in which they are paid, amounting generally to
near half their nominaf pay. '

The report of the Adjutant General and ex-officio Chief
of Police will show the condition and strength of the
police, militia and State guard. :

ACT REGULATING BEARING OF ARMS.

Another of the measures for presevvation of the peace
“was the act of April 12, 1871, regulating the ¢ keeping
3HJ ‘ ‘
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and bearing of deadly weapons.” If had a most happy
effect, and to secure its thorough enforcement I have
offered a standing reward for the arrest and conviction of
violators of it. ~

DEFALCATION OF T LATE ADJUTANT GENERAL JAMES
DAVIDROXN.

The late Adjutant General, Janes Davidson, resigned
on the fourth of November last. Shortly after his resig-
nation it was discovered by the present officer that his
accounts were incorrect, and an eXamination has devel-
oped a defaleation that appears to be u]%wards of thirty
thousand dollars, though facts have not been ascertained
to fix the amonnt precisely. Asfaras hisaccountsindicate,
this defalcation commenced to accumulate within a few
months past. The Comptroller having disregarded my
instroctions of the eighteenth. of M&rchiast, which forbid
the drawing of money from the Treasnry without vouch-
ers filed, showing lawful disbursement, he was furnished
facilities for yunning 111; the greater part of this amount.
Some thousands of the defalcation ave vepresented by
vouchers in the Treasury, on which he has drawn and em-
bezzled the money that should have bheen paid to the
claimants.

Promﬁt measures have heen taken to recover the prop-
erty, and also to cause the return to. the State of this de-
faulter, and I have veason to hope that the sum embezzled
will pretty much be made up.

FRONTIER DEFENSE AND INDIAN AFFAIRN.

All the companies (fonrteen in number, with eight hun-
dred and seventeen officers and men) for frontier de-
fense, organized under the act of June 13, 1870, were dis-
charged during or before 1871. Owing to the obsta-
cles above alluded to, put in the way of my negotiation
of the bonds for their support, and my consequent inabil-
ity to pay and supply them, theefficiency of these compa-
nies was not ag anticipated. The total amount of claims
presented for their pay, sup}gort: and equipment is
8455,321.08—of which §451,154.48 has been approved.

Of minute companies authorized by the act of Novem-
ber 25, 1871, twenty-two, with four hundred and forty
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men, have been organized. The total cost of these to first
instant was 3521,652.75. I recommend the continunance
of these companies in gervice, and that the Governor be
authorized to enroll them for all the counties liable to In-
dian raids, and, in case of special necessity, more than
ope company in a county. This system of protecting the
frontier, though not satisfactory, is the best the State
finances can afford. As a further relief to the frontiers-
men, I have adopted the practice of issuing to them arms
belonging to the State, under regulations, to prevent
waste. With this design I have requested that the quota
of arms due us from the general government be issued
‘of such kinds as may be most serviceable to those citizens,
and the request has been granted.

The general government, I understand, now' proposes
{0 locate within the Indian Territory, all the Indians south
of Kansas, and, by treaty or force, induee them to remain
there. If this plan be adopted, and the Indians are put
under such surveilance as will prevent their absence from
the Territory, our State will be relieved from further at-
tack by any Indians living within the United States. In
aid partly of this plan, I permitted the chiefs confined in
the penitentiary for murder; to be taken to the Territory
for an interview with their people, and promised Execu-
tive pardon if they could induee all their tribes to sur-
render to the United States government, and give up their
arms, horses and captives. They have been returned to
the penitentiary, but I understand that their mission has
been productive of good, and that the desired arrange-
ment 18 likely to be effected.

PUBLIC LANDS.

The report of the Commissioner of the General Land
Office shows 88,842,704% acres as the estimated area of
vacant &)ublic lands, against 86,751,855¢ acres -either
patented or for which the State has become liable in the
way of unlocated certificates.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.
While considering the subject of the publiclands I can

appropriately advert to the vote at the late general elec-
tion on the amendment to the Constitution proposed by
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- the resolution adopted May 17, 1871. The vote as re-

ported to the Seeretary of State stood 57,611 “For,” and
35,076 1giainst’ ’ the amendment, but the names of the
persons who voted on the amendment were not returned.
as required by the Constitution (Art. IX, See. L,) and
my proclamation ovdering the election. In fact under
our election law it was not possible for the polling officers
to furnish the names, If this defect in t%e returns be
considered immaterial, the question of adoption of the
amendment is before you for action.

CONVICTS PARDONED AND FINES REMITTED.

The report of the Seeretary of State will furnish among
‘other matlers for your information the number of cases
of pardon or commutation of sentence of convicts by the
Executive since the last report, and also fines and forfeit-
nres remitted with the reasons therefor.

IMMIGRATION.

*
The report of the Superintendent of Immigration evi-
dences great activity in his bureau. He states the total
increase of our population from immigration during the
vear 1872, at 91,600 persons. Part of this isestimated for
those who came into the State by land, but I believe it
rather an under estimate. To the labors of Mr. Loeffler
and his agents, the State is largely indebted for these
results. 'Phe bureau has been ably and economically
conducted, and T recommend that a liberal appropriation
be made for ity support during the present and coming
fiseal year. The amount he asks, §89,200, is not too
large for the ends proposed. Thisis one of those enter-
prises where I am sure judicious expenditure, within
reasonable bounds, cannot fail to profit the State.

THE STATE ASYTLUMS.

The condition of the asylums for the blind, deaf and
dumb and lunatics is clearly laid before you by the re-
ports from those institutions. . In every vespect their
condition will be found satisfaetor? The students and
patients seem well taken care of. It is true, the Lunatic
Asylam is too small for the patients now there, but they
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are made as comfortable as possible under the circum-
stances. This asylum does not furnish accommodation
to more than a third of that class of unfortunate persons
within the State who should be there. -Tadvise a suitable
appropriation for its enlargement. '

QUARANTINE.

Our coast has been kept free from epidemies. The en-
forcement of a rigid quarantine has thus demonstrated
the utility of the law establishing it. Experience points
out where some amendments of the law may be advanta-
geously made, and such will be submitted to you during
your session.  As the decision of the United States Court
at Galveston has cut off the revenue from shiplfing, whiclir
mainly supported the quarantine, you are called upon to
supply the deficiency by an adequate appropriation.

AGRICULTURAL AND MECIIANICAL COLLEGE.

- The college for the benefit of agriculture and the
mechanic arts was located at Bryan, and some pro-
gress made toward construeting suitable buildings, but
that progress not being commensurate with the large
share of the appropriation expended, T last summer sus-
pended the work to await further legislation. The law is
defective in notlimiting clearly the power of the commis-
sioners. Some objection has been made to the selection
of Bryan, but, on the whole, I think it had better now
remain there. Additional appropriation will be required
to finish the college on the plan adopted by the commis-
sioners. -

" FATLS AND COURT HOUSES,

Our county jails and court houses, especially the
former, are very properly beginning to attract the atten-
tion of the public. Owur jails are as bad as they can be.
‘When so constructed as to secure prisoners confined in
them, they become dens unfit for the habitation of wild
beasts. hen not made secure—and this is so in about
four-fifths of all the counties—the constant escape of -
prisoners is made (as recently by the mob in Erath and
adjoining counties) the excuse for wholesale murder of
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persons accused of offenses. The jail here at the capital
i3 @ specimen of its kind, which it might be well to in-
spect. I called the attention of the last Legislature to
this evil, and suggested, as a remedy, that the building of
jails and court l:ilouses, and the collection of the taxes
therefor, be taken charge of by the State.

THE STATE PENITENTIARY.

Under the law of March 22, 1871, T leased the peniten-
tiary to Messrs. Ward, Dewey & Co., who took posses-
sion on the fifth day of July, 1871. The bid of those
gentlemen was, on the whole, the best made, but it still
eaves the State to meet part of the expense for transpor-
tation of prisoners. nder the management of the
lessees, the penitentiary and the discipline of the con-
victs have greatly improved. 4

There were, on the first instant, 944 convicts in the pen-
itentiary, against 489, the number confined there in Feb-
Tuary, 1870. This laxrge increase of course does not indi-
cate that the proportion of criminals among our people is
increaging, but only that criminal justice isnow better ad-
ministered. The report of the directors, and other offi-
eers, and also that of the Rev. B. A. Rogers, who at-
tended, as delegate from this State, the late Tnternational
Congress for prevention and repression of crime, at Lon-
don, England, will be laid before you, and I have to re-
c}l,uest that their recommendations be duly econsidered.

articularly I have to urge the immediate necessity for at
least one additional penitentiary. This matter has before
been brought by me to the attention of the Legislature.

REPORY OF T ATTORNEY GENERAL.

The Attorney General’s veport states the work dome in
his department, and the facts and legal grounds which
have moved him to bring certain suits, referred to in his
report, against the ‘‘Houston and Texas Ceniral Rail-
road,” and the “ Western Union Telegraph Company.”

SPECIAL LEGISLATION OBJECTED TO.

Much valuable time is occupied at each session with
the matter of private or special legislation. The most of
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this can be put out of the way by general incorporation
laws, of which one was passed at the last session, but
which did not include railroad companies, and also made
other exceptions. In permitting those exceptions the act
is defective. There is no good reason why railroad com-
panies may not, as well as others, be remitted altogether
.10 & general incorporation act.

In regard to all other szecial legislation some relief is
desirable, and, as far as I'can judge of its effect, a prac-
tice similar to that of the English parliament might afford
it. It is to be objected, certainly, that the Constitution of
the English parliament differs too widely from ours for
their practice to serve us as a safe gwide, and theredis
some reason in that argument; but. at any rate, a trial
might be made. :

T APPROPRIATION FOR CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF LEGIS-
LATURE.

I took occasion, in a veto message sent in at the spring
session of 1871, to object to the unsafe practice which ha
of late years grown up, of large appropriations for the
very vague gurpose of “econtingent expenses of the Leg-
islature.”” This practice commenced on a considerable
scale with the Provisional Legislature of 1866. It is
clearly unconstitutional, in that # assumes to set apart
large sums of public money in such shape that the Ex-
ecutive has no opportunity to ascertain whether the pur-
poses of the appropriation are legitimate, and cannot
therefore advisedly exereise the veto power. Alarge por-
tion of the aggregate cost of.the last Legislature wentout
of the Treasury in this shape, and I have reason to be-
lieve that much of it was expended improperly.

RAILROADS WITHIN T3 STATE.

Since my last regular message (two years), 567 addi-
tional miles of railroad have been completed and put in
running order, measuring, together with 511 miles pre-
viously completed, a total of 1078 miles within the State.
Great progress in the construction of railroads is now
making, and there is good prospect that within the
present year 500 miles more will be finished.

‘While these enterprises should be enconraged by legis-
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lation, liberal within reasonable bounds, and we should
honestly adhere to our engagements with them, our anx-
ety to develop our territory by their means should not
blind us to the fact that these highways are ostensibly
built for the convenience of the people, who accordingly
may have some rights their corporations should be made
to respect. The general railroad law .of February 7,
1853, Section 15, gives the Legislature authority, at any’
time, to prescribe the rates ®f charge for travel and
freight on the roads. I asked the last Legislature to act
under that authority, but the matter was overlooked, and,
becaggz of its importance to the people, I again recom-
mend it.

APPROPRIATION FOR THE CAPITOL AND GROUNDS.

As the seat of government has been fixed permanently -
at Austin, it may be well to begin to consider measures
for building a suitabile State House, in place of the

resent insufficient and temporary ome.  While our
nances may not, at the moment, permit more than the
preliminary surveys and estimates for such building, we
may now, without much expense, commence to improve
a,ng beautify the grounds about the capifol and Gov-
ernor’s mansion, by grading and by planting trees and
shrobbery. Itherefore recommend an appropriation for
these purposes.

APPORTIONMENT AND BLECTION OF SENATORS AND REPRE-
SENTATIVES. .

Under Seetions XTand XXXTV, Article IT1, of the Con-
stitntion, an apportionment of Senators and Representa-
tives must bemade at this session. Under the construction
given the similar provision, in the Constitution of 1845,
an election should be had, after the apportionment, for alf
the Senators, without regard to length of term.

TIME OF NEXT GENERAL ELECTION.

The term of office of the present Executive should ex-
pire on the twenty-eighth day of April, 1874. The elec-
tion law should therefore be ehanged so as to authorize a
general election, at some day before that date, for State
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officers, members of the Legislature, and such connty
officers as may be then elective. _

AMENDMENT OF ELECTION LAW SUGGESTED.

I further recommend that the election law be amended
to permit the opening of election polls within each of the
justice’s precincts, and to veduce the number of days
of election from four to one. But, if these two amend-
ments are adopted, they should be accompanied by pro-
visions that will secure substantial protection to all
classes of voters in the exercise of the elective franchise.
The existing arrangement was the result of apprehen-
sions that, at outlying precincts, all voters might not
have that security.

| GALVESTON CITY ELECTION.

As the charter of the city of Galveston enacts that the
first election under it shall be held at the next general
election for State officers, I eould not order an election to
be held there in November, as was done for other cities
and towns. I recommend legislation directing an elec-
tiontof officers of that city on the first Monday of March
next.

ESTIMATE OF RECEIPTS AXD EXPENDITURES FOR STATE
GOVERNMENT.

The Comptroller has fafled to make me the annual re-
port and estimate due from his office on the first Monday .
of last month. I can therefore only, approximately esti-
mate the receipts during the current and ensuing fiscal
years. On the basis of the taxes assessed for the fiscal
year 1871-2, the State ad valorem and occupation taxes
for this year ought to be about $1,430,000, and for the
next about $1,650,000, one-fourth of these sums going to
the available school fund. Unless our manner of collect-
ing the taxes is beftered, a large part of these amounts

ill not reach the Treasury during the years for which
they are assessed. If our tax laws are corrected we may
exBect full collections, and the assessment for next year
will also be considerably greater than I have estimated.

The estimates of expenditures will be sent to you
within a few days.
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I will close this communication by inviting a close
serutiny of the aecounts and disbursements of all State
officers. Thisis due to the people as well as to honest
officers, who, being so0, are enfitled to velief from the
scandalons imputations which in this day blacken the
. good and bad alike. : :

EDMUND J. DAVIS, Governor.

Mr. Russell moved that five hundred copies of the mes-
sage be printed. .

i%r. orris moved to amend by inserting ‘‘five thou-
sand.”

Mr. Ireland moved that ‘‘thyvee thousand copies be
printed in English, two thousand in German, and one
thousand in Spanish,”’ which motion was aceepted by
Mr. Morris and adopted. :

Mzr. Mills moved that the chair appoint a commitiée on
rales, of which Mr. Brown should be chairman, Motion
adopted. ' -

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Brown, Mills, Booty,
Wood and Russell said commitice.

Mzr. Brown moved that Mr. Winkler be added to said
commitiee, which was carried.

Resolution of yesterday, to elect a chaplain, now came
%1.1), and Mr. Mills moved t¢ proceed at once to the elec-
fon. v

Nominations being in order, Mr. Mills nominated Rev.
Mr. Rodgers ; Mr. Story nominated Rev. Mr. Thornberry ;
My. Brown nominated Rev. Mr: Lovejoy; Mr. Russell
%mi%ated Mr. Parker ; Mr. Wood nominated Rev. Mr.

oach. :

Messrs. Powers, Corroll and Hollingsworth were ap-
pointed tellers. : .

Upon casting up the ballot, it appeared that Rev. John
L. Lovejoy, of Denton county, had received a 1majority
of all the votes east. whereupon he was declared dunly
elected chaplain. ' ‘

The reading of the bill to establish a system of public
free schools was then resumed, vead first tie and passed
to & second reading. v ,

Mr. Brown offered the followin ’%ojn'nt resolution :

1. Resolved by the Senate and .FHouse of Represenia-
tives of the State of Texas, That the thanks of the people
of this State be and are hereby tendered Brevet Brigadier
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General McKenzie, of the United States Army, and the
ofticers and men of his command, for their heroic conduct
in their late brilliant victory over the hostile Indians on
our northwestern frontier.

2. [Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be
requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to Gen.
McKenzie, with a request that he will communicate the
same to the officers and men of his command.

Resolution read and laid over under the rules.

Mr, Denton moved to adjourn till 7 P. M. TLost.

Mr. Ireland introduced a bill to be entitled “An act
- to allow any judge of the Supreme Court over the age of

seventy years to retive from the bench, on full pay, and
to provide for filling the vacancy thus created,” which
was read the first time, and laid over under the rules.

Mz, Russell offered the following joint resolution :

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Teaas,
That section six of article nine of the Constitution of the
State of Texas, be and the same is hereby amended so
as to rescind all of said dection six, article nine, after the
word ¢ fund ”’ in the eleventh line.

Mzr. Nelson offered a memorial of the ecitizens of Sul-
phur Springs for the incorporation of said place.

On motion of Mr. Booty, the reading of the memorial
was dispensed with, and it wag referred to the Committee
on Towns and City Corporations.

My. Killough offered the following resolution:

-WHEREAS @ resolution has passed to have printed six
thousand copies of the Governor’s message ; and whereas
there is no official State Printer, be it

Resolved, That until a State Printer shall have been
elected, or until further ordered, the chief clerk be re-
quired to have all printing ordeved by the House, done
at such Democratic office as will do the same upon the
best terms.

On motion of Mr. Brown it was laid over under the
rules. : .

Mr. Ireland offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the sergeant-at-arins be and is hereby
directed to make investigation as to the number of rooms
in the capitol building, and see by whom and for what
purpose they are occupied, and put the necessary number
in order for the varions committees of this House.

Resolution adopted.

Mr. Miller moved to adjourn until 3 P. M. Lost.
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' Mx. Payne moved to adjourn until 10 A. M., to-mox-
row, which was carried.

ettt

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ;
Avstiv, Trxas, January 17, 1873. -§

House met pursuant to adjowrnment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quorum present.

The following gentlemen were absent: Broaddus,
Caxroll, Diller, ?Elfétt-, Gaston, Gilpin, Phelps, Rossy,
Sharp, Smith of Houston, and Veale.

Mesgsrs. Broaddus, Carrvoll and Veale were exeused on
account of sickness.

The journal of yesterday was read, amended and
adopted. : v

r. Booty offered petition of citizens of Caledonia,
Rusk county, requesting pll'ohibition of sale of liquors
within one mile of that place. Read by caption and
referred to Commitiee on Education.

Mz, Kemble offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Committee on Education be in-
structed to inquire and veport, by bill or otherwise, to
this House, at its earliest convenience, whether any, and
if 80, what legislation is necessary to protect the school

" fund now being collected. :
- Adopted.

Mz: Powers offered the following :

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be and is hereby
requested to furnish to this House, at the earliest time
oracticable, the reasons for rejecting the votes cast at the
ate general election in the counties of El Paso, Presidio
and Webb, in the Thirtieth Senatorial Distriet of this

- State, and in connection therewith copies of all papers
received at his office in any manper relating to the said
election in said counties ; also that said Secretary report
to this House the names of all persons voted for at said
election in said counties, the number of votes apparently
received by each respective person for the various offices
voted for in said district, including those cast in the re-
jected counties, and the names of the various persons
who have been commissioned by the Governor as elected
at such election in the said district.
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Mzr. Denton offered an amendment to include the coun-
%igst of Wilgon and Menard, of the Twenty-ninth Dis-
riet.

Amendment accepted and resolution adopted.

Mr. Denton offered a bill {o legalize and make valid
the recemt election in Wilson county. Read first time
and passed to second reading. *

My, Morris offered the following :

Resolved, That the Committee on Education inguire
and report to thiz House— . :

; 1.(:1 ‘he money, bonds or debt belonging to the school
und. .

2. The amount of lands located by railroads as alter-
nate sections, whether located before or after the adoption
of the present Constitution, and the counties in which
said lands are located. :

8. The amount of what was located as university
lands, and in what counties loeated. .

4. That they report any other property or effects that
may be ascertained in their investigation.

; 5. That the information be reported in a plain, tabulax
oFrm.
- 6. That said committee report by bill or otherwise,
and have power, if necessary, to send for persons and
pa,Eers.
dopted.

Mr. Ireland, for the sergeant-at-arms, reported that
there were but three rooms on the first floor of this build-
in%, and three in the basement, vacant.

Ir. Brown moved the Speaicer be anthorized to secure
the necessary number of rooms for the different commit-
tees and two clerks.  Adopted. .

The Speaker decided that bills must precede resolu-
tions.

r. Short offered a bill to repeal the wilitia laws,
which was read and passged to second reading.

Mr. Short then moved the suspension of the yules to
put the bill on second reading, which was refused.

Mr. Brown offered a bill to change the time of holding
the courts of the Fourteenth Judicial District, which was
read and passed to second reading.

Mr. Winkler offevred a bill to incorporate the town of
Corsicana, which was read by caption and pasged to sec-
ond reading. o
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Mr. Bledsoe offered a bill to repeal Section § of an
act authorizing the levy of one per cent. school tax. Read
and passed to second reading.

Mzr. Tilson offered an act to allow eitizens of Marion
county to build a.free bridge. Read and passed to see-
ond reading. '

Mr. Sayers introduced a bill to regulate the proceedings
in the District Courts. Read and passed to second read-

ing.

%(r. Watts offered a bill to provide for the mileage pay
of Ialgambers of this House. Read and passed to second
reading.

Mr. 3’oseph offered a bill to amend the charter of Gal-
veston city. Read by caption, and on motion of Mr.
Joseph, the rules were suspended and the bill put on
second reading. ~

On farther motion of Mr. Joseph, the bill was read a
second time by caption and its engrossment ordered.

"~ On motion of Mr. Brown, the bill was considered en-
grossed, and, under farther suspension of the rules, put
apon its third readin%.

The bill was read third time by caption and passed.

- M. Short offered the following :

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Privileges and Elec-
tions be and are hereby clothed with general authority to
send for {)ersons and papersin all contested election cases.

Carried.

My. Booty offered the following resolution :

‘WiuEREAS, Theve are now many documents before this
House and ordered to be printed; and :

Whereas, The position of State Printer is vaeant;
therefore, ) '

Resolved 0y the House oﬁ Representatives, the Senate
CORCUTT NG, That the two Houses of the Legislatare, in
joint assembl'{,I proceed to the election of a public printer
at 12 o'clock M. to-morrow,

Adopted.

Myr. Brown offeved a joint resolution ratifying an amend-
ment to the Constitution. Read and passed to second
veading. . . :

Mr. Berends offered the following:

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee No. 1 be in-
structed to investigate the constitutionality and legality
of the one per cent. school tax levied by the school dirvee-



Jan. 17, 1878.] Housn JOURNAL, 47

tors of every county, while the general tax law levies
ﬁroperly only one-fourth of one per cent., to report to the

fouse as early as possible, and to prepare such measures
ag they may deem proper to bring the question of that
sehool tax to a legal setflement.’

Adopted.

Mr. Morris offered the following :

" Resolved, That the Committee on Education inquire
into the expediency of framing a law for the goverment
of public schools substantially on the following basis :

1. The school to be under the supervision of a general
superintendent.

2. That the counties be laid off into convenient sehool
districts, not exceeding two sehool hounses in a district.

3. The school districts to elect three divecfors, or man-
agers, who are to be a corporate body.

4. Taxation for school purposes, if- desired, to be laid
only by the tax payers of the district ; all other questions
tobe voted on by the ¢ualified voters thereof. A two-
thirds vote required to carry the question of taxation.

5. The sehool funds to be paid out of the State Treas-
wry directly to the districts.

6. A scholastic census each year.

7. The district not having a sufficient number of stu-

. dents for a school, or from any other cause a school be
not tanght in a particular year, the share of the school
fund to which it is entitled to be placed to its credit from
year to year until 2 school be had, and if necesgary be
mvested in safe interest bearing stocks. In counties too
sparsely populated for any schools, to have credit for the
pro rata share duae its children.

8. These leading features to be supported with the
necessary details-to give them effect.

9. The managers of the school districts of each county
to elect a superintendent for that county.

10. The law to apply only to what are termed com-
mon schools. ‘

Adopted.

Mr. Allison offered the following :

LResolved, That the Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments be requested to report to the House at their earliest
convenience such amendments and changes to the Consti-
tution as they may deem advigable, embodying the whole
in one report.

Adopted.
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My. Sharp requested to be allowed to retire in favor of
his contestant, and that the following remarks be spread
upon the minutes : .

Mg, Speaksr: Iriseto a %uestiou of ‘fl'ivilege. My
seat in this House is contested by Mr. B. W. Brown, and
the case is now before the Committee on Privileges and
Elections. 1 came here upon. the receipt of a certificate
of election, believing it to be my duty to do so; and fur-
ther, that 1 was legally elected. I received no notice of
contest until after I became a member of the House.
Upon investigation, I feel that my competitor may be
equitably entitled to his seat, believing that the returning
officers of Upshur county have commitied a mistake in
returning the votes of that county for B. R. Brown, in-
stead of B. W. Brown, or that the voters themselves have
committed the mistake, and intended to give their suf-
frages to B. W. Brown. .

T el it due to my sense of honor, and the people among
whom I have lived for seventeen years, to decline to hol
my seat, unless my right to the same is unquestionable.

I therefore ask to be allowed.to resign in favor of my
contestant. Iwould also ask that these remarks be spread
upon the minutes. Hoping the deliberations of your
body may be tempered with moderation, and guided by
justice, 1 will beg leave to retire. '

' (Signed) ED. SHARP.

Mz, Jreland moved that Mr. B. W. Brown be seated at
once, as member of this House from the, Sixth Senatorial
Distriet, which was carried, and My, Brown wag sworn in.

Mr. Anderson, of McLennan, offered the following :

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing and Coutin-
gent Expenses be required to examine azi act entitled “An
act vegulating public printing,” approved August 13,
1870, and report at as early a day as gracticab]e, how far
the same should be repealed or amended, touching docu-
ments to be printed, and the rates allowed for public
printing.

Adopted.

Mr. Hollingsworth offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing be
directed to inquire into the expediency of letting out the
public printing to the lowest bidder, and report the result
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of their consideration fo the House before the election of
publie printer shall be taken up, on to-morrow.

Adopted.

Mr. Harrizson offered the following : L

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to
furnish one copy of Paschals Digest to the ehairman of
each committee of this House for the wse of said commit-
tees, said chairman receipting for and retwining the sare
at the end of the session.

Adogted.

Mz, Storey offered the following:

Resolved, That that portion of the Governor's message
suggesting the amending of the election laws of this State
be referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1, and that said
committee be requested to prepare and present an amend-
ment to said law, providing for the bolding of “elections
in the various precinets of the counties of this State.

Adopted. : :

On motion of Mr. Abbott leave of absenee for ten days
was granted to Richard Allen to enable him to procure
~ testimony in his contested election case.

On motion of Mr. Allen Mr. Wilder was excused until
the twentieth instant on account of sickness in his family.

Mr. Brown moved that Mr. Kleberg be added to Com-
wittee on State Affairs. Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Hollingsworth My. Westfall was
added to Committee on Indian Affairs.

Unfinished business being next in order, the resolution
of Mr. Mills to appoint & committed to investigate the ac-
counts of De Gress was taken up.

Mzr. Powers moved to amend by siriking out all after
the word “resolved” in the resolution, and inserting the
following : ““That the Compiroller of Public Accounts,
be and he hereby is directed at the earliest practicable
time to furnish this House with a complete account cur-
rent of the receipts and disbursements of the public free
school fund of this State, detailing spegifically ' the
sources, amounts, and times of receiving, and by whom
paid in, and the amounts paid out, the times of sach pay-
ments, to whorm, upon whose order, for what purpose,
-and under what legal authority fherefor, and embracing
also all sums at any time drawn from the Treasury in
gross, without specifie designation of purpose, by any

4 7y
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person whatever, and uwnder what legal authority and
vouchers for such withdrawal * whicll was Tost.

Mr. Anderson moved that the Speaker appoint the
chairman of that commitiee without regard to the mover
of the resolution, which was subsequently withdrawn.

On motion of Mr. Winkler the preamble to the resolu-
tion was stricken out.

On motion of Mr. Harzison, the clause providing for
the employment of a clerk for said committoe was stricken
out. ;

. Resolution adopted.

On motion, the resolution of Mr. Frankce, providing for
two daily sessions, was referved to Comuuttee on State
Affaivs. -

Mz, Sayers moved a reconsideration of vote, which
failed.

Mz, Browa offered a bill concerning town and city cor-
porations, which was read and passed to second reading.

M. Mills moved to suspend the rules and rvead second
time. Refused. ,

Mr. Booty moved to adjourn until 10 A. M. to-morrow.
which was carried.

HOUSE OF REPRESEN TATIVES, §
Avstin, Texas, Janwary 18, 1873, «

House met pursnant to adjournment. Prayer by
the chaplain. Roll called ; gunorwm present.

- The following gentlemen failed to answer: Messrs.
Broaddus, Carroli, Diller, Phelps, Rossy, and Smith of
Houston.

Messrs. Broaddus and Carroll were excused on account
of sickness. _ ‘

The journal of vesterday wag read, amended. and
adopted.

Mr. Bevends offeved a petition of T. Van Hayer, which
was yeferved to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Booty moved the reconsideration of his resolution
of yosterday to go into the election of public printer at
12 o’clock M. to-day. Adopted.

Mr. Ireland moved to postpone the whole matter until



Jan. 18, 1873, Houske JoURNALL 1

Tuesday next wh 12 o’clock M., and make jt the special
order of the day, which was ecarried.

Mr. Brown, of Dallas, chairman of the special commit-
teo on rales, submitted the following veport : '

Coxvrrrre Rooy, Avsyiy, January 18, 1873,
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Ilouse of Rep-
resentatives : ‘ ‘

Sir: The special committee on the rules of the House
instract me to yeport baek the rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the last Legislature and recommend their
adoption with the following amendments:

“First amendment: In rule twenby-ome, page seven,,.
_strike out-all from the eighteenth to the end of the twenty--
fifth line, and insert “affer petitions, reports from com:-
mittees and bills and vesolutions ave gone through. the
Speaker shall dispose of.”’
Second amendwment: In rule twenty-six, in the second
tine of page nine, strike out the words “put on the cal-
- endax for its second reading,’” and insert ““vead a second
time by caption and referred, nnless otherwise ordeved by
the House.” .

Third amendment: Strike out the last paragraph of
rule twenty-six, and the whole of rale twenty-seven.

Fourth amendment: In rule forty-five, page thivieen,
strike out clauses one and two. -

Pifth amendment: In rule fifty-two add to the last
clause of the rule, the words *“ without permission of the
Spealker.”’ '

Sixth amendment: Strike out second line of rule
seventy-seven, andinsert “‘Conmnittees on Judiciary No. 1
and No. 2,7 and after claunse twonty-five ingert < Comn-
wmittee on Constitutional Amendments.” _

Seventh amendment: Rearvange the nunbering of the
rules after rule twenty-six, so as to correspond with the
proposed changes, and also the various numerical snb-
«ivisions affected in Tike mannei.

JoH O BROWDN, Chairman:

Report adopind.

Mr. Salter tntroduced a Ll making an_sppropriation
for locating the Robertson county school lands. ™ Read ;
read second time by caption, and veferred to Judiciary
{lomomittee No. 2. “

Mr. Short introduced o Lill concerning the seitiement,
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of accounts at the Sate Treasury. Read and referrved to
Pinance Committee. '

Mr. Prendergast offered a resolution instructing Judi-
ciary Committee No. 2 to inguire- info the expediency of
repealing the present probate law, and of re-enacting the
law of 1848 on that subjeet, with such alterations and
modifications only as fime and experience may have
shown to be necessary, and will adapt it to the changed
Jurisdiction, and report by bill or otherwise, which was
read and laid over under the rules. :

Mz, Wood offered a resolution that the Judiciary Com-
mitiee, to whom has been referred that pertion of the
‘Governor's message on the subject of the present election
law, be instructed by this House, in connection with the
wonsideration of the aforesaid matter, also to inguire into
. the expedieney of repealing or modifying the present
registration law of this State, on the subject of voters,
and to report by bill or otherwise, which was adopted.

Mr. Anderson, of MeLennan, offered the following
resolution :

Wiergas, On the....day of January, A. D. 1871,
A, J. Gathings, a eitizen of the county of Hill, was arrested
by the Adjutant General of this Siate, and compelled to
pay alarge sum of money to said adjutant in his official
capacity, as by him assumed ; and

Whereas, it is the sense of this House thaé the pro-
priety of reimbursing said A. J. Gathings said money
should be inguired info ; therefore,

Resolved, "that the Adjutant General be required to
furnish to this House, on. or befove the twenty-third in-
stant, o copy of the orders under which soid Adjutant
General acted in said affair, and a eopy of the report of
said adjutant of all hig acts connected with the same, and
of all records in his office pertaining theveto.

Adopted.

The Spealker then announced the following select com-
wmittee to examine the accounis and vouchers of the Su-
perintendent of Public Schools : Messrs. Mill, chairman ;
Anderson of MeLennan, Ellett, Powers, Kemble, Joseph,
‘Wood and Van Zandt,

Mr. Brown, of Upshay, offered o bill to creaie the
eonnty of Roanoke and provide for its orgapization.
Read and referred to Committee on Counties and County
Boundaries. ’
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Mzr. Powers introduced a bill for the better protection
of the archives in the Land Office. Read and referred to
Committee on Public Lands and Land Office.

Mr. Watts introduced a bill to repeal an act providin
for the mode and manner of conducting clections, an
for the protection and purity of the ballot hox. Read
and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

My. Lane introdueced a bill to provide for the tran-
seription of the surveyor’s records of Hunt county. Read
and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

Mr. Brown, of Dallas, introduced a bill 1'e1at-in§ to
fences in certain counties. Read and referred to Com-
mittee on Agriculture and Stock-raising.

Mr. Hollingsworth offered a joint resolution to amend
Section 4, Art. 8, of the Constitution of the State of
Texas. Read and laid over under the rules.

Mr. Ireland introduced a bill to regalate the practice in
the Supreme Court. Read and referved to Judiciary
Committee No. 1. .

Mr., Russell offered a resolution that the Commitiee
on Constitutional Amendments be instructed to inquire
into the expediency of rescinding Section 46 of the Con-

- stitution of the State of Texas, and report by joint resolu-
tion or otherwise, so asto return to something like the old
road system. Adopted. :

Mr. Leyendeeker offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the House be, and
is hereby authorized toissue a per dicm certificate for one
day’s service by James Henderson, as doorkeeper of this
House, at the beginning of the present session and before
the organization of this body.

Adopted.

Mxr. Mills moved that the chairman of the committee on
rules have one hundred and fifty copies of the vevised
rules of this House printed in book form, and that the
standing committees of this House be incorporated
therein. Adopted. :

Mr. Watts introduced a Dill to repeal “An act provid-
ing for the vegistration of voters.”” "Read and referred to
Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Mzr. Rainey offered the following resolution :

Wrereas, The Governor of the State of Texas did, on
the ........ day of ........ , in the year ...., proclaim
martial Iaw in the counties of Limestone, Freestone and
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Walker, by virtue of which proclamation the people of
the aforesaid counties of Limestone, Freestone and
Walker were unjustly taxed to sustain the execution of
military law, to an amount not exeeeding, pevhaps,
thirty thousand dollars ; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Adjutont General of the State
be instrueted to report o the House of Represen-
tatives, on or before the fifteenth day of Febrnary, such
facts concerning the assessment and collection of the
military tax aforvesaid as to enable the House to take such
action as will be necessary to reimburse the citizens of
the aforesaid counties of ILimestone, Freestonc and
Walker, and that he be requested to fuanish all the infor-
mation in regard to the declavation and enforcement of
martial Jaw in said counties. ‘

Adopted.

Mr. Bordeawx offered the following resolution :

L. RResolved, That the Committes on Indian Affairs
inquire into the extent of Indian dopredations on our
frontier, coramitted within the year "A. D. 1872, and
report the same to this Flonse, with recommendations for
:Lpgnroyn'i::ste velief. ) _

2. That the sergeant-nt-avis be required fo furnish
said committee stationery and such printed blanks fov eor-
vespondenes as may be directed by said committos,

Adopted. ‘

Mr. Anderson of MeLennan offer the following resolu-
tion : :

Lesoboed, That Judiciary Committee No. | be reguired
to inquiry into and report at o day ag early as possible

“whether the Lugislatove can, under the provisions of the
Coustitution, re-district the State into judieal Qistricts, se
a8 to lessen the present number of snch districts. -

Adopted. o

My, E{;‘tlln'ugh offercd a joint resolution to amend Sec-
tion 6 of Art. V of the Constitution of the State of Texas.
Read and passed to second rveading.

Mr. Joseph introduced a bill for the benefit of persons
who have actually eultivated and improved lands on Gal-
veston Island. Read and referred fo C(ommittec on
- Public Lands. ,

Mr. Hollingsworth moved that Messrs. Treland and
Smith be added to the Committee on Finance. Adopted.

Mr. Anderson of McLennan moved that a seat on the
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floor of this House be teadered the widow of Commedore
Bdwin W. Moore, of the Texas Navy. Granted.

Mr. Noeggerath introduced a bill to repeal certain sec-
tions of an act organizing the courts of justices of the
peace.  Read and veferred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Mr. Brown of Dallas introduced a hill in rvelation to
the car-mavks of certain live stock. Read and referved
to Committee on Agriculture and Stock-raising.

Unfinished business being in order, bill No. 1, to repeal
the law establishing Staie police, was brought up, read
second time and referred to Committee on Milifary Af-
faive.

The bill to establish a system of frec schools was read
second time and referred to the Committe on Bdueation.

The MeKenzie resolution then came up, and Mr. Iye-
land offeved an amendment, when both were referred to
LCommittee on Federal Relations.

A message from the Governor was announced. -

Joint resolution proposing amendwment to section six of
article nine of the Coustitution of the State of Texas was
read and veferred to Committee on Constitutional Amend-
anents. C

The bill to allow judges of the Supreme Bench over
the age of seventy to retire on full pay was read second
time and veferred to Judiciary Commiite No. 1.

The bill to legalize the election in Wilson county way
-read second time and referred to Comumitiee on Privileges
and Elections, - .

Joint resolution ratifying an amendment to the Consti-
tution of the State of Texas was read second time and ve-
ferred to Commmitiee on Constitntional Amendinents.

. The bill to repeal the militia laws was read second time
and referved to Committee on Military Affairs.

The bill to change the time of holding cowts of the
Fourteenth Judicial District was read socond time and re-
ferved to Commitice on State Affatrs.

The bill to incorporate the city of Corsicana was read
by caption the second #Hme and reforrved to Committee on
Town and City Corporations.

The bill to repeal section 5 of the act establishing a sys-
tem of public schools then came up, and was read second
time. 4

My, Wood oftered an amendment. Referred with bill
to Committee on Eduncation. '
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Mr. Armstrong moved that Messrs. Morris and Ford be
“added to the Committee on Eduncation.

Adopted. »

The bill to build a bridge over Cypress creek was read
second time and referred to Committee on Roads, Bridges
and Ferries.

The bill to regulate proceedings in District Courts was
:E?ad second time and referred to Judiciary Committee .
No. 1. ‘

The bill making an a,%propriation for the mileage and
pay of members of this Hounse was read second time and
referred to Committee on Finance. )

The bill relating to town and city corporations was read
second time and referred to Committee on Town and
City Corporations. .

The bill to incorporate the city of Fort Worth was road
second time and veferred to Committee on Town and City
Corporations. ’

‘The communication from the Governor with accompa-
nying enclosure was read and veferred to the Committee
on Finance. .

On motion -of Mr. Brown, a seat on the floor of this
House was tendeved Hon. Galusha A. Grow, former
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United
States. :

Mr. Storey offered the following resolution :

Resolved, Thatthe Commitiee on Constitutional Amend-
ments be instructed to inquire into the expediency of
amending the Constitation of the State as follows: Section
1, article 3, amend by striking out the words “and is
duly registered,’”” in eighth and ninth lines. Amend sec-
tion 14, article 3, by striking out the word “registered”
in second line. And that said committee veport by reso-
Tation or otherwise. o

Adopted.

On motion of Mr. Prendergast, House adjourned until
Monday at 10 A. M.

\
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |-
AvusTiN, TExAs, January 20, 1873. |

House met pursuant to adjonrnment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quorum present.

The following gentlemen failed to answer to their
names: Messrs. Davenport, Diller, Ellett, Gallaway,
Gaston, Gilpin, Phelps, Rossy, Smith of Houston, Tivy,
Veale and Walker. '

" Messrs. Davenport and Tivy were excused on account
of siekness. -

The journal of Saturday was read and adopted.

Mr. Berends moved that Mr. Leyendecker be added to
the Commitiee on Education. Adopted. ‘ ,

Mr. Brown of Dallas moved that Mr. Killough be
added to the Committes on Agriculture and Stock Rais-
ing, and Mr. Hoffman fo the é’ommittee on Indian Affairs.

Mr. Winkler presented a protest of citizens of Corsi-
eana against incorporvating said place. Referred to Com-
mittee on Town and City %orjporations, with recommenda-
tion that the whole matter await further papers to be
sent in.

Mr. Harrison offered a petition of G. H. Lanier. Read
and referred to Commitiee on State Affairs.

On motion of Mr. Ireland, the Speaker was authorized
to appoint an assistant doorkeeper,

The Speaker appointed L. D. Miller.

Mr. Ireland offered a memorial of H. M. Elmore, T. J.
Goree and J. M. Dunham, contesting the seats of J. H. -
Washington and J. 8. Mills in this House. Read and rve-
ferred to the Committee on Privileges and Elections.

Mr. Armstrong moved that Mr. Short be added to the
Commitiee on Edueation. Adopted.

Mr. Thurmond moved that Mr. Brown of Dallas be -
added to the Committee on Counties and County Boun-
daries. Adopted. »

- Mr. Brown of Dallas moved that Mr. Doyle be added
to the Committee on Public Lands. Adopted.

Mr. Joseph offered a petition of James Smyth, which
was read and referred to the Committee on Private Land
Claims. _

Mr. Van Zandt offered a petition of certain citizens of
Tarrant county, asking the enactment of a stock law,
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which was relerred to the Committee on Agriculture and
Stock Raising,. . , .

Mr. Booty offered o petition of citizens of Woodsin,
Panola county, asking t‘ile prohibition of the sale of in-
toxicating lignors within two miles of said place. Re-
ferred to the Committee on Town and City Corporations.

My. L. D. Miller came forward and took the oath as
. agsistant doorkeeper.

Mzr. Green presented a petition to incorporate the Hemp-
stead Real Estate, Building and Banking Association of
Austin county. Read and referred fo Commitéee on
Finance. '

Mr. Sayers offered a petitition of citizens of Gonzales
county, for anthority to construct a bridge over Guada-
Tupe river. Read and referred to the Committee on Town
and City Corporations. ‘

Mr. Wood introduced a bill 1o anthovize the Commis-
gioner of the CGeneral Land Office to issuc beadright cer-
tificates and bounty and donation warvants for land to
certain persons enfitled to the same., Read and referred
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. :

My, Nelson introdueed a bill for the veliet of the counties
of Delta and Raines.  Read and reférved to the Committee
on State Affairs, ' ‘

Mr. Denfon introduced a bill for the encouragement and
protection of the farming interests of Texas, Read and
referred to the Committee on Agricultare and Stockraising.

Mr. Rimes introduced o bill to incorporate the Falls
County Real Bstate and Savings Associafion. Read by
caption and referred to the Committee on State Affairs.

Ar. Cunningham introduced a bill for the encourage-
ment of the manunfacture of agrienltural implementsin this
State. Read and referred to the Commitiee on Agrienl-
ture and Stockraising.

My. Morris offered the following resolution :

Lesolved, That that part of his Excellency the Gov-
ernoy’s message relating to State bonds and finanee, be re-
ferred to the Committec on Finance; that part relating
to the Treasaver’s report, to the Committee to Examine
the Comptroller’s and Treasurer’s Offices ; that partinre.
lation to the schoollaw and public schools, to the Com-
mittee on Education ; that part in relation to the militia
and police, be referred to the Committec on Military
Affairs ; that part relating to the defalcation of the late
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Adjutant Genexal, be referred to the Committee on Mili-
tary Affairs; that part relating to frontier defenses amd
Inr%ia.n affairy, be referred to the Committee on Military
Affairs ; that part relating teo the constitutional mnenc'f-
ments, be veferred to the Committee on Constitutional
Amendments ; that part relating to immigration and guax-
antine, be rveferved fo the Committee on State Affairs;
that paat velating to agriculture and mechanics, be
referred to the Committee on Agriculture and Stock-
raising ; that part velating to jails and eowrt hounses, be
referred to the Committee on Hiate Affairs; that part
relating to the State asylums, the yeport of the Attorney-
General and special legislation, be referved to the Com-
mittee on State Affaivs; that part relating to the State
Penifentiary, be referred to the Committee on the State
Peniteniiary ; that part relating to the appropriation for
contingent expenses, be veferved to the Commitiee on
Printing and Contingent Expenses ; that part in relation
to railroads within the State, be veferved to the Committee
on Internal Improvements; that paré relating to the ap-
propriation for the Capitol and grownds, be veferred to .
the Committec on Pub}ic, Buildings and Grounds; that

part in velation to the next general election, the amend-
ment of the election law, and the apportionment of Sena-
tors and Representatives, be referred to the Committec
on Privileges and Eleotions; that part relating to the
estimate of receipts and expenditures. for the State gov-
ernment, be referred to the Finanee Committee.

Adop)ted. '
Mr. Payne introduced w bill to vepeal sections thirty-
one and thivby-two of ap ach conecrning private corpor-
ations, approved December 2, 1871,  Read and roforred
to Committee on Town and City Corporations.

Mr, Brown, of Dallas, offered a resolution authorizing
the Speaker to appoiné a commitiee on apportionment, to
be composed of one from each. scnatorial district, whose
duty it shall be o prepare and yeport to this House bills
dividing the State info six congressional distvicts, and
also rearranging the senatorial and representative dis-
triets of the State, and that said committee be anthorized to
git in conjunetion with any shmilar committee appointed
by the Senate.

Adopted.

My, Hester offered the following resolution :
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Resolved, That the Committee on State -Affairs be in-
structed to inguive into the propriety and practicability
of inaugurating by legislative enactment a more perfect
gystem of labor in the State of Texas, and report the
same to this house as soon as practicable by bill or other-
wise.

Adopted. ) ,

- Mr. Russell introduced a bill to amend section six of
an act entitled ‘ An act to give effect to the several provi-
sions ‘of the Constitution concerning taxes,”” approved
April 22. 1871. Read and refeyred to- Commiitee om
TFinance. _

Mr. Payne infroduced a bill to amend Article 2850 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure. Read and veferred to
Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Mr. Berends introduced a bill to establish two institu-
tions of learning, to be called lyceums or seminaries.
Read and referred to Committee on Education.

Mr. Winkler introduced a bill to incorporate the
c¢ity of Brenham, and to grant a new charter to said city.
Read by caption and referred to Committee on Town and
City Corporations.

Mr. Mills asked leave of absence for fifteen days for
Richard Williams and James . Washington, to procure
testimony in their contested election cases. Granted.

Mr. Adriance introduced a bill to consolidate the Hous-

“ton Tap and Brazoria Railway, the Huntgville Branch
Railway, and the Victoria and Columbia Railway with
the Houston and Great Norvthern Railway. Read and
referred to the Committes on Internal Improvements.

Mr. Chambers introduced a bill to repeal an act entitled
“An act to enconrage stock raising, and for the protec-
tion of stock raisers.” Read and referred to Committee
on. Agriculture and Stock Raising.

Mr. Thurmond introduced a bill to amend the second
and thirteenth sections of the act incorporating the Rock-
port, Fulton, Laredo and Mexican Pacific Railroad Com-
pany. Read and referred to Committee on Internal Im-
provements.

-Myr. Storey introduced a bill regulating juries. Read
and referred to Judiciary Commit?ee No. 2.

My, Sayres offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Finance Committee be instructed to
inquire into the propriety of the institution of snit against
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Messrs. Raymond & Whitis of Austin, by the State, for
the recovery of forty-three of the four hundred thousand
doliars of ten per cent. currency bonds, authorized by
the act of May 19, 1871, claimed to have been taken
fraudulently from their possession, and algo for the re-
covery of the one and a balf per cemt. commission re-
tained by those parties in excess of the rate allowed by
law on the sale of two hundred and fifty-seven of the
same bonds.

Adopted. '

Mr. Brown, of Dallas, offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to
transmit to this House a tabular statement, showing the .
number of registered voters in each county of the State,
according to the latest refurns in his office, and, if prac-
ficable, showing in separate columns the number of white
and colored votersin each county.

Adolgged ) )
My, Kleberg introduced a joint vesolution, proposing
an amendment to Section 15 of Article 12 of the Constitu-

ﬁoln of the State of Texas. Read and laid over under the
* rules. '

Mr. Booty introduced a joint resolution,cproposing the
repeal of Section 40 of Article 12 of the Constitution of
the State of Texas. Read and laid over under the rules.

Mr. Payne offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments be required to examine into the expediency of-
providing by law for e a coanvention to revise the
present Constitution of the State, and repoit their delibe-
rations to this House, by bill or otherwise.

Adopted. ‘

Mr. %roaddns offered the following resolution ;

Resolved, That that portion of the Governor’s message
relating to the Agricultural and Mechanical College, be
referred to a special committee of five, to be appointed by
the Speaker. '

Adopted. ' :

Mzr. Storey offered the following resolution : .

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds be instracted to inquire and report to this House
by what anthority the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
fion occupies three rooms in the Capitol building; and
whether or not so many rooms are hecessary to carry
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out the business of that office; and whether or mnot,
during the sessions of the Twelfth Legislature, rooms
weye fitted up and furnished at the publie expense in
the Capitol buildings, for the President of the Senate and
Speaker of the Touse, and, i so, what has become of
the furnifure so furpished by the State

Adopted. ‘ 3

Mr. Berends introdneced o bill for the relief of Agapito
Cervantes, Leandro (iarza, Esleban Vasquez, widow and
heiys of Francisco Cortina, Narcisso Gaona, Eduardo Her-
nandez, Encarvacion Garcla and Juan Ximenes. Read
and veferred to Judiciary Commitiee No. 1.

Mry. Ford introduced a bill concerning the practice of
medicine. Read and veferred to Committee on State Af-
Tairs. '

Mr. Powers introduced a bill amending the aet in vola-
tion to the location, survey and retwin of gemuine land
certificates, passed April 25, 1871, approved November
29, 1871. Read and reforred to Commitiee on Publie
Lands and Land Office. :

Mr. Brown, of Dallas, introduced o bill establishing
uniform time for the election of municipal corporations. "
Read and veferred fo’ Comumittee on Town and City
Corporations.

My, Booty movad that Mr. Robb be added to the Com-
mittee on Military Affaivs.  Adopted.

The Speaker announced the special committee on the
Agriculiaral and Mechanical College : . Broaddus, chair-
wan ; Winkler, Prendergast, Mills and Ghent.

A Jetter from Hon. G, A. Grow, thanking the House for
the honor of a seat on'its floor, was yead.

Mr. Trolinger offered the following resolution :

Resolsed, Thatthe Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments be instrueted to take into consideration and report
to this House upon the expediency of the amendment of
s0 much of sections 9 and 18, of avticle 5, of the Constitu-
tion which gives the district judge the power to remove.
from office shervifis and distiiet elorks,

Adovted.

My, Treland offered the following resolution : .

Resoleed, That the Committes on Intevnal Improve-
ments be required to faguire into the conduet of railroad
corporations in this State : that said inguiry relate to the
quality of coachss used, the general deportient of con-
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ductors and other employés, the accommodations on the
vavious lines of road in the way of depot shelters for pas-
sengers, rates of fare and freight, and such other maftters
as way be pertinent; and that said committee rveport by
bill or otherwigse what legislation, if any, is necessary to
seenye the public in their rights.

Adopted.

Myr. Lane introdueced a bill to prohibit the sale of in-
toxicating or vinous liguors within two miles of Pleasant
Grove Academy, Hunt county. TRead and veferred to
Committee on Kducation. |

Mr Smith of Colorado introduced a bill relading to ap-

" Ry - 9 . ] ~
peals to the Sapreme Cowrt from interlocutory judg-
wments in the diswviet courvts. Read and referved to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 2.

My. Anderson of MeLennan introduced u wesolution to
repeal section forty-four of artiele twelve of the Consti-
tation of the State of Texas., Read and 1aid over under
the rales. '

Mr. Avmsivong introduced a bill to repeal an act vegu-
lating pablic printing. Read and referred to Committee
on Public Printing and Contingent Expenses. :

Mr. Adriance introduced a bill to change the name of
the Houston and Great Northern Railway. Read and rve-
fexred to Committee on Internal Improvements.

Reports of standing committees being next in order,
Mz, Armstrong submitted the report of the Committee on

T

Kducation, as Tfollows: :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives: : :
Siv: The Committec on Eduecation, to whom was ve-

ferved o bill o be entitled “An act to vepeal section five

of an act to organize and maintain a system of puablie

free schools in the State of Texas, passed April 24, 1871,

have considered said bill, approve its obje :tl.v, and recom- -

mend the adoption and. passage of the accompanying
substitates, to-wit: A bill entitled “An act to repeal
section five of an act cunfifled an neb fo orgamize and
waintain a system of pablic fiee schools in the State of

Texas, approved April 24, 1871, and a bill entitled “An

act requiring treaswers of the bomrd of school directors

to give bond and soenrity.”’ :

JAMES ARMBTRONG, Chairman,
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Mz, Berends moved to recommit the whole matter to
the Committee on Education for further consideration.

The House refused to recommit,

On the guestion of the adoption of the substitutes, the
yeas and nays were called for and resulted as follows:

Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson of
MecLennan, Armstrong, Berends, Bledsoe; Booty, Bor-
deaux, Broaddus, Brown of Dallas, Brown of UBshur,
Larroll, Chambers, Cunningham, Day, Denton, Doyle,
Eastland, Ford, Ghent, Gillette, Harrison, Hester, Hoff-
man, Hollingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Killough,
Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker anning, McDonald,
Morris, Noeggerath, Payne, Powers, Prendergast, Rai-
ney, Rimes, Roseborough, liussell, Salter, Sayers, Scott,
Shaw, Shelton, Smith of Colorado, Storey, Thurmond,
Tilson, Tom, Trolinger, Van Zandt, Venters, Waits,
Westfall, Winkler and 'Wood—60.

Nays—Messrs. Abboti, Anderson of Montgomery,
Bllett, Frankee, Greeu, Mabry, Michael, Mills, Moore,
Roberts, Washington, Wilder and Williams—13.

The substitutes were declared adopted. '

Mr. Berends offered the following amendment :

Sec. 5. The county courts are hereby authorized fo
order, out of the funds transferred to the county treas-
urer, the payment, in part or in full, of the salaries of
~teachers, but teachers only who, by certificate of the
- board of directors, prove that they are engaged in the

publie free schools, and continue to teach regularly their
respective schools, but have not received the salary due
to them. ' ‘

Sec. 6. The freasurer of the county shall keep a
separate account of all the money received and disbursed
from this school fund, and shali, for this part of his duty,
receive the same compensation as he may receive for his
regular duties. ’

Which was lost.

Mr. Winkler offered the following amendment:

Amend section two by inserting, afier the word
“bond,”” the following words: ‘ With good and sufficient
security to the presiding justice of the county, naming
him and his suceessors in office.”

Adopted.

Mz. Jreland offered the foll>wing amendment:

Provided, this act shall not be construed as an expres-
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sion of opinion that said fifth section ever authorized the
collection of the one per cent. tax now being collected.

Adopted.

Mz, Denton offered the following amendment :

Sec. —. That this act shall not operate to release any
erson or persons from the payment of any taxes heveto-
ore levied by the direciors of any school district.

Myr. Short moved the previous question, which was

seconded.

The main guestion ordered.

, Bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and read a third
ime.

Mr. Hazrison moved to adjourn until 10 A. M., to-moz-

row, which was carried.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, )
Avustiv, Trxas, Jannary 21, 1878, |

House met imrsuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quoruam present.

The following gentlemen failed to answer to their
names: ,

Messrs. Gilpin, Nelson, Phelps, Rossy, Smith of Hous-
ton, and Walker.

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

The Speaker announnced the following list of the appor-
tionment committee :

District No. 1, Ford; No. 2, Robb; No. 3, Rainey;
No. 4, McDonald ; No. 5, Booty ; No. 6, Brown, of Up-
shur ; No. 7, Moore ; No. 8, Seott; No. 9, Shaw ; No. 10,
Nelson ; No. 11, Shelton; No. 12, Joseph; No. 13, Ab-
bott; No. 14, Michael; No. 15, Washington ; No. 16,
Wilder; No. 17, Carroll; No. 18, Manning; No. 19,
Rimes; No. 20, Gillette; No. 21, Brown, of Dallas,
chairman’; No. 22, Bordeaux ; No. 24, Kleberg; No. 25,
Hester ; No. 26, Noeggerath ; No. 27, Sayers; No. 28,
Westfall ; No. 29, Hoﬁ?man; No. 80, Gilpin.

On motion of Mr. ——, Mr. Smith, of Houston,
was excused from attendance until he should arrive, on.
account gf sickness in his family..

HI
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__On motion of Mr. Abbotf, Mr. Phelps was excused in
like manner. .

‘The report of the Committee on Education then came
ap, under unfinished business, and the original bill and
substitute having been read, the substitute was adopted.

The bill was then read the second time, and ordered to
be engrossed. . -

Mr. Ireland moved to call up the resolution to elect a
public printer, and amend the same by inserting “12
M., to-day.” Adopted. ,
© Mr. Brown of Dallas moved to amend by striking out
©12 M.” and inserting “1 P. M.”” Adopted.

Petitions apd memorials being next in order, M.
Joseph offered a petition of B. T. Austin, R. & D. G.
Mills, and Ballinger & Jack, for protection and relief
from the sale of land in other counties by the officers
thereof, on which the faxes had been paid, and to declare
all such sales void. Read by caption and referred to Ju-
diciary Committee No. 2. .

A messenger, with communication from the Senate, was
announced. -

Mzx. Short offered a petition of F. B. Dixon forreliet for
John B. Dillian, in velation to a land claim in San Augus-
tine county. Referred to Committee on Private Land
Claims.

Reports were then called for.

Judiciary Committee No. 2 reported as follows :

How.. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : « ' .

Sir: Your committee to whom was referred the memo-
rial of T. Van Hagen, beg leave to report that they are-
unable to discover that any legislative action is necessary,
and they therefore return said paper to this House.

RMELAND, Chainnan,

Report adopted.

: The same committee submitted a second report as fol-

lows : ' ' A

Flon. M. D. I, Tuylor, Speaker of e Fouse of Repre
© sentalives :

Bir: Your committee to whom was referred House bill
No. 26, beg leave to veport that they are of opinion that
the objects of said bill are fully met by the act of Wo- .
vember 6, 1871, to be found in the acts of the second ses-
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sion of that year. The committee therefore respectfully

return said bill, and recommend that it do not pass.

‘ . IRELAND, Chairman.
Adopted.

‘The Chairman of the Committee on Finance reported as

follows: .

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : » '

S : The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred
the bill to be entitled, ““An act making an appropriation
for mileage pay of members,” have considered the same,
and have instrueted me to report said bill to the House
and recommend its passage. A

. : %V". W. MORRIS, Chairman.

Senate bill No. 11, enfitled, ‘“An aet making an ap-
propriation for the mileage and per diem pay of the
metnbers and the per diem pay of the officers and em-
ployés of the Thirteenth Legislature,” was taken up and
sabstituted for the Houss. bill.

On motion of Myr. Winkler the bill was then read
second time and passed to third reading.

A communication from the Governoy, relating to the
Comptroller’s report, was read, and, on motion of Mr.
Brown of Dallas, was rveferred, with accompanying docu-
ments, 1o a special committee of seven, to be appointed
by the Speaker, of which Mr. Powers should be chair-
man.

The chairman of the Committee on Militawy ~Affairs
reported as follows: ‘

Hon. M. D. K. Paylor, Spealker of The House of Repre-
sendalives :

Bir: The Committer on Military Affnivs, fo whom was
referred House bill No. 1, to be entitled, “An act to ve-
peal an act to establish a State police, and provide for the
regulation of the same, approved July 1, 1870, and algo
to repeal “An act to amend an act entitled an actto estab-
lish a State police, and provide for the regulation of the
same, approved May 2, 1871, reapectiully report ithat we
have examined the same, and fully believing that the real
or supposed necessities that caused the epactment of the
bills proposed to be repealed by this act under considera-
tion have ceased to exist, we unanimously recommend itg
passage. _

JAMES M. ANDERSON, Chalyman.
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On motion the bill was ordered to be engrossed.

The following additional report was also submitted :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives :
. Sin: The Commnittee on Military Affairs, to whom was

referred House bill No. 11, entitied “An act to repeal
an act entitled an act to provide for the enrollment of
the militia, the organization and discipline of the State
guards, and for the public defense, approved June 24,
1870, and also to repeal an act entitled **An act to amend
an act entitled an aet to provide for the enroliment of
the militia, the organization and discipline of the State
guards, and for the public defense, approved April 12,
1871, respectfally report that we have carefully ex-
amined the same, and unanimously recommend the pas-

sage thereof. :
JAMES M. ANDERSON, Chairman.
The report was adopted and the bill ordered to be en-
grossed. ' : . _
The following repori of the Commivstee on Town and
City Corporations was then read :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speatker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: The Commitiee on Town and City Corporations,
to whom was referred House bill No. 44, entitled ““An
act to incorporate the city of Brenham and grant a new
charter,” have had the same under consideration, and
have unanimously instructed me to report the same favor-
ably and to recommend that the said bill pass. The com-
mittee further say that owing to supposed legal de-
feets in the old echarter of the city of Brenham, some
unpleasant complications threaten fo avise, and therefore
most respectfully urge upon the House as speedy action
upon this bill as is eompatible with the public safety and
interests; all of which is mogt respectfully submitted.

. ‘W. D. WOOD, Chairman.

The bill was then read second fime and ordered fo be
engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Booty, it was considered engrossed ;
th(: rales suspended and the bill passed by a two-thirds
vote. . .

The chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elee-
tions, reported as follows:
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Hon, M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the ZHouse of Repre-

sentatives : -

Sir: The Committee on Privileges and Elections, to
whom was referred House bill No. 10, entitled ““ An act
to legalize and make valid the recent elections in Wilson
county,” have had the same under comsideration and
have instructed me to report the same back to the House

and recommend its passage. )
" SHORT, Chairman.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed.

The chairman of Committee on Engrossed Bills reported
as follows : _

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker ¢f the louse of Rep-

resentaiives : ‘ T

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills agk leave to
report that they have carefully examined House bill No.
18, “An aet to amend the first seetion of article two of
title two of an act to incorporate the City of Galveston,
and to grant a new charter to said city, and to repeal all
acts heretofore passed incorporating said ecity, which may
be in force by virtue of any existing - charter, approved
May 16, 1871, and find the same correctly engrossed.

‘ A. J. BOOTY, Chairman.

The chairman of Committee on Education reported as
follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

Sir: Your Committee on Eduecation, to whom wasg
referred the petition of ecitizens of Caledonia, in Rusk
county, Texas, having duly considered the same, instruet
me to report the accompanying bill and recommend its

passage. ‘ o
ARMSTRONG, Chairman.

Bill was then yead by caption and passed to second
reading.

A message from the Senate, announcing that the Senate
had refused to suspend its rules regulating the order of
business to take up the comcurrenit resolution of the
House, inviting the Senate to weet the House in joint ses-
sion at 1 o’clock for the purpose of electing a public
printer, was reeeived.

Mz, Short offered a resolution as follows :

Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to appoint a
temporary sergeant-at-arms, for the purpose of summon-
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ing witnesses in the contested cases now - pending before
the House, and that said appointment shall ecease when
said witnesses are so summoned, or when said deputy re-
" turns on the subpeenas that any of the witnesses are not
to be found. ~ ’

Adopted.

Mr. Gallaway introduced a bill to incorporate “0Odd
Fellows’ Male and Female College,” at Pittsburg, in Up-
shur connty. Read and referred to Committee on Town
and City Corporations. -

Mr. Hollinsworth offered the following resolution :

WiusrEas, a deficiency in former appropriations for
the support of the State government, estimated, as shown
by the Governor’s message, at one hundred and fifty thou-
sand dollars; due the judiciary, the officers and employés
of the government, since September 1, 1872 up to the first
instant ; and .

Whereas, said officers and employés are unable to
~ obtain their warrants in consequence of there being no

appropriation to cover said deficiency ; therefore, be 1t
Resolved, That the Committee on Finanee be required
to examine into the matter of this deficiency and report
the result of their investigation by bill or otherwise.

Adopted.

The Speaker appointed Robert J. Blow temporary ser-
geant-at-arms. :

Mr. Washington introduced « bill to reincorporate the
city of Navasota, and to repeal an act approved October
27, 1866, incorgomﬁng the city of Navasota. Read by
caption and referred to Committee on Town and City Cor-
porations. : o

Myr. Sayers introduced o joint resolution to repeal sec-
tions one and two, of article eleven, of the State Constitu-
tion. Read and referred to Committee on Constitutional .
Axwendments. ’

Mr. Brown of Upshur offered the following resolution:

Wirsreas, There seems to be a diserepancy existing
between article three, seetion one, and article six, section
one, of the Constitution of the State, one of them requiring
a residence on the part of the voter of only sixty days,
and the other allowing the exercise of the elective fran-
chise ‘unto those who bave resided six months in the
county next preceding the election at which the party
proposes to vote; and
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Whereas, Neither requires that the voter shall have
paid a poll tax during the year in which he proposes to
vote; therefore,

Resolved, That the Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments be required to examine said articles, and to report
at their earliest convenience 2 joint resolution proposing
such amendments as will cover the defects above recited.
- Adopted. : ' '

Mr. Payne introduced a joint resolution amending see-
tion one of article one of the Constitution of the State of
Texas. Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments. . :

Mr. Kemble offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That in the event of the bill suspending the
collection of the one per cent. sehool tax throughout this
State, now pendin% ecoming a law, it is the sentiment of
this House that it do proceed before the close of this ses-
sion to legislate in regard to the tax heretofore colleeted,
. 50 28 to equalize the burdens of taxation between those

who have and those who have not paid said one per cent.
tax. - : : '

Adopted.

Mr. Sayers offered a joint reselution repealing section
forty, article twelve, of the State Constitution. Read and
referred to Commitiee on Constitutional Amendments.

On motion of Mr. Russell, Mr. Cayroll was added to
the Committee on Federal Relations.

Myr. Killough introduced a bill to repeal an act entitled
“ An act for the protection of poor persons in cases of
z;;p eal in civil suits.”” Read by eaphon and referred to

udiciary Committee No. 2.

On motion of My. Bllett, Mx. Shaw was added to the
Commiitee on Internal Improvements.

. Mi. Powersdintroduced an act in aid of the financial
condition of Cameron county. Read and referred to Ju-
diciary Committee No. 1.

Mr. Green introduced a bill relating to fences in certain
counties. Read and referred to Commitice on Agricul-
ture and Stoek Raising.

Mr. Brown of Dallas introduced a bill to amend ‘“‘An
act to incorporate the Dallas and Wichita Railway Com-

any.”” Read by caption and referved to Committee on
nternal Improvements. :

Mz. Ireland introduced a bill to repeal all laws or parts
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of laws aunthorizing any person, departments or heads
thereof, to have printing done at the expense of this State
or the counties thereof. On motion of My. Ireland the
-rules were sus&yended, and the bill put on its second read-
ing. On further motion of Mr. Ireland the rules were
farther suspended and bill put on its third reading.

Mr. Gallaway moved to adjouru until ten o’clock to-
morrow morning. Lost. '

On motion the bill was then read the third time and
passed by a two-thirds vote.

My, Abbott offered the following resolution.:

Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives be authorized and veguested to employ two pages
at two dollars per day, to be employed in thig House, to
attend on members during sessions.

M. Mills moved to amend by striking out “two’ and
inseriing “four.” Lost.

- M. Westfall moved to lay the bill on the table, which
was carried.

Mr. Killough infroduced a bill to be entitled ““An act
to incorporate the Colorado, Austin and Lampasas Rail-
way Company.”” Read by caption and referred to Com-
‘mitlee on Internal Tmprovements.

The Speaker annonnced the following special com-
mittee on the commiunication from the Governor: Messrs.
Powers, chairman, Adfiance, Allison, Green, Ireland,
Payne and Winkler. :

Mr. Winkler introduced a bill to authorize and require
sheriffs and constables t0 execute process ordered by the
Legislature. Referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Mr. Short introduced a bill to repeal an act entitled
“An act to regulate the keeping and bearing of deadly
weapons,” and moved to refer it to the Committee on
State Affairs, which was capried.

Mr. Denton moved to adjomra until 10 A. M. {o-
morrow. Carried.
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HOUSE OI!‘.l REPRESENTATIVES,
Avstin, Texas, January 22, 1873. }

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quoram present. '

The following genflemen failed to amswer to their
names : -

Messrs. Diller, Doyle, Gillette, Nelson, Rossy, Smith
of Colorado and Walker. '

Megsrs. Gillette and Nelson were excused on account
of sickness.

The journal of yesterday was then read and adopted.

Mr. Morris, by leave of the House, made a special re-

ort as follows: ,

on. M. D. K. Teylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives.: |

Sir: The Committee on Finance to whom was referred
his Excelleney the Governor’'s message, iransmitting a
communiecation from the Hon. W. S. Herndon, suggesting
legislation as necessary to obtain from the United States
the balance remaining in the United States Treasuwry of
* the five million seven hundred and fifty-thousand dollars,
retained out of the ten millions of dollars agreed {o be
.paid Texas for the purchase of the territory including

ew Mexico, for the purpose of paying the ereditors of
the late Republic of Texas named in the aet of Congress
of the twenty-eighth of February, 1855, have considered
the same, and have instructed me to report the accom-
panying bill and recommend its passage.

: MORRIS, Chairman.

A bill to be entitled ““An act to aunthorize the Comp-
troller of Public Accounis to receive from the Secretary
of the Treasury of the United States the balance of the
fund appropriated by the acts of September 9, 1850,
and Pebruary 28, 1835, for the payment of the credi-
tors of the late Republic of Texas.”
~ The bill was then read, and on motion of Mr. Morris,
. the rules were suspended and the bill pué on its second
reading. The bill was then ordered to be engrossed.

On motion, the bill was considered engrossed and put
on its third veading. The rules were then farther sus-
pended, the bill read a third time and passed. .

On motion of Mr. Waits, Senate Bill No. 10 was then
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taken up out of its yegular order. The bill was read the
first time and passed to a second reading.
On motion, the rules were suspended and the bill read
a second time. ,
Mr. Brown, of Dallas, offered a substitute as follows:
A bill to be entitled “An act to repeal sections three
and four of an act regulating public printing, approved
August 13, 1870, which was adopted.
. On motion, the bill was ordered engrossed and pui on
its third reading.

The yeas and mpays were ordered, and resulted as
follows: '

Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson of
MecLennan, Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux,
Broaddus, Brown of Dallas, Brown of Upshur, Carroll,
Chambers, Canningham, Davenport, Day, Denton, Doyle,
Bastland, Frankee, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette,
Hester, Hollingsworth, Hoffman, Irveland, Joseph, Kem-
ble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendeckér, Manning,
MecDonald, Mills, Morris, Noeggerath, Payne, Powers,
Prendergast, Rimes, Robb, Roseborongh, Russel}, Sayers,
Salter, Seott, Shaw, Shelton, Short, Smith of -Colorado,
Storey, Tharmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Van
Zandt, Veale, Venters, Winkler and Wood—65.

Nays—Mesgrs, Abboit, Anderson of Montgomery,
Armstrong, Ford, Mabry, Michael, Moore, Rainey, Rob-
ertslz Washington, Watts, Westfall, Wilder and Williams
—15. .

Mr. Brown wmoved to farther suspend the rules, and
read the bill the third time. :

The yeas and nays were called for, and resulted as
follows: '

Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Adriance, Allison, Anderson of Mc-
Lennan, Berends, Bledsoe, Booty. Bordeaux, Broaddus,
Brown of Dallas, Brown of Upshur, Carroll, Chambers,
Cunningbam, Day, Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Ellett,
Frankee, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Hester,
Hoffman, Hol)jn{fworth Ireland, Josgfh, Kemble, Kil-
lough, Kleberg, Lane, ieyendecker, anning, Me¢Don-
ald, Mills, Morris, Noeggerath, Payne, Powers, Prender-
cast, Rimes, Robb, Roseborough, Russell, Salter, Sayers,
gcott, Shaw, Shelton, Smith of Colorado, Storey, Thur-
mond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Van Zandt, Veale,
Venters, Winkler and Wood—64.
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Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson of Montgomery,
Armstrong, Ford, Green, Mabry, Michael, Moore,
Rainey, Roberts, Washington, Waitts, Westfall, Wilder
and Williams—15. :

. The hill was accordin(glly considered engrossed, and.
read third time and passed.

The following report from the Commitiee on State Af-
fairs was read : ~
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of (he House of

Representatines :

Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of G. H. Lanier, praying that he be
exempted, by special act of the Legislature, .from the
payment of taxes upon the sale-of spirituous lignors and
other articles, respectiully report that we disapprove the
object of said petition, for the following reasons :

first, it appears from inspection that there are no genu-
" ine signatures to said petition. .

Second, if any pecuniary relief is due to said petitioner,

it i3 due from the County Court of his own county.
DENTON, Chairman.
Report adopted.

Té}lle following report from the same committee wagthen

read : _

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Your Committee on State Affairs, to whom was
referred a resolution instrueting them to inguire into the
propriety and practicability of inamgurating, by Legisla-
tive enactment, a more perfect system of labor in the
State of Texas, having considered the same, request to
be discharged from the further consideration of said reso-
. Tution. M. B. KLEBERG, for Committee.

The report was adopted. .

An additional report as follows was subwmitted :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Flouse of Repre-
sentatives :

Siz: Your Commiftee on Siate Affairs, to whom was
referred a bill concerning the practice, of medicine, believ-
ing the subject of much imporiance, requiring very care-
ful consideration, instenet me to report the same back to
the House with the recommendation that it be referred to
a special committee of seven, a majority of whom shall
be &hysicians. .
hich report was adopted.
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The Committee on Agriculture and Stock Raising ve-
orted as follows ;
don. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sir: Your Committee on Agriculture and Stock Rais-
ing, to whom was referrved a bill to be entitled “ An actin
relation to the ear marks of certain live stock,” have had
the same under consideratior, and instruet me to report
the bill back to the Honse with the recommendation that

it do not pass. A
A. 8. THURMOND, Chairman.

The accompanying bill was read, and on motion of
Mr. Anderson of McLennan, was laid on the table, _

The chairman of the Cowmittee on Town and City Cor-

orations reported as follows: :
HHon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker.of the House of Repre-
sentatives : _

Bir: Your Commiitee on Town and City Corporations,
to whom was veferred House bill No. 59, entitled ‘“ An ac
to amend an act to reincorporate the city of Navasota,
Grimes ¢ounty, and to grant a new charter to said city
and repeal an act approved October 27, 1866, incorporating
the city of Navasota,” have considered the same and in-
stract me to report said bill favorably and recommend
that it pass. - -

Said act simply amends the charter of said city, so as
to permit an clection of officers in March next, and pre-
2cmb53g the manner in which said election shall be con-
. duocted. : 4

-All of which is respecttally submitted. :
WOOD, Chairman.

The bill was read the second time and ordered to be en-
grossed.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill was con-
sidered engrossed and passed to third reading. The bill
then passed by a two-thirds vote.

The chairman of the Committee on Roads, Bridges and
Perries, reported as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Toylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sik: Your Committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred the petition of Hugh P. Clark, of
Van Zandt county, asking for a charter for a ferry across
Sabine river, on the direct route from Canton, in Van
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Zandt county, to Emory, in Raines.county, have had the
same under consideration, and said commitiee have in-
structed me to prepare the following bill, and to recom-

mend its passage: .
: HARRISON, Chairman.

“An aect granting a charter o Hugh P. Clark, to ereate
and keep, and run a ferry boat at or near the northeast
corner of the Hugh Neal survey, on Sabine river, in Van -
Zandt county.”’

The bill was then read, and on motion the rules were
suspended, and the bill put on its second reading, when
it was referred back to the Commitiee on Roads, %ridges
and Ferries for amendment.

'The chairman of Judiciary Commiitee No. 2, reported
as follows: o
Hon. M. D. K. Toylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives -

Sik: Your committee to whom was .referred House
Bill No. 20, beg leave to report said bill back to the
House, with the recommendation that the same do not

pass. - IRELAND, Chairmasp.
The report was adopted. ' '
The chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills re-
gortecl as follows :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Sin : Your Committee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was
referred Houge bill No. 44, ““To incorporate the city of
Brenham and grant a new charter,” instruct me tore- -
port that they find the sawe correctly engrossed.

B . BOO’i?Y, Chatrman.

The chairman of the Commitiee on Public Buildings
and Grounds reported as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Sir: Your Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds,
to whom was referred the resolution to inquire into the dis-
position of furniture in rooms furnished for the use of the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the Twelfth Legislature, beg leave to
report that on inquiry we found that room No. 12 in the
basement of the eapitol was fitted wup for the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and furnished with the fol-
lowing articles, to-wit: one table, one dozen chairs, three
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window curtains, one wardrobe, one desk, one bookecase.
We also find the room occupied at this time by the Adju-
tant General, and that all of the furniture isin the-
room, except the wardrobe, it being about the Senate
chamber. e beg leave to submit the letter to the com-
wittee from the Secretary of State for further information

on the subject.
ROSEBOROUGH, Chairman.

DEPARTMENT oF STATE, AUSTIN, Jan. 22, 1878.
Hon. D. D. Rosebm‘my?z-, Chairman of Committee on
tl*_’ublfic Buildings and Grounds, House of Representa-
ives : .

Sir: Inreply to your inquiry about rooms fitted up
for the use of Speaker of House and President of Senate,
T have tosay : I believe rooms were fitted up for the offi-
cers mentioned, during the sitting of the last Legislature.
Only one of these rooms, that in the northwest corner of
the basement, used by Governor Campbell, was turned
over to me. The furpiture in thisroam consisted of a bed-
stead, wardrobe, dressing case and lounge. The carpet was
‘worn oub; and in repairing the room the bedstead and
dressing case were removed to my book room, and are
at the service of the Legislature at any time.

Al the furniture twrned over to me is now in posses-
sion of the Legislatare. I will remark in this connection,
that furniture belonging to the State is scattered all over
the town, in public ha 115 and private houses, either Joaned
ouat or nged 1 fitting wp committee rooms. 1 have en-
deavored to yecover this ]'Jl'op@rty ag fav as I conld.

Respectiully,
JAMES P, NE‘%COMB, Seeretary of State.

DEpARTNENT 0F EDUCATioN, STArr or Texas, |
Auvsmiw, Januavy 21, 1878. ¢
. Hon. D, D. Roseborough, Chuirman of C}(r)mm'étéee oL

Public Buildings and Grownds : :

Bre: Referring to resolution adopted by the House of
Representatives, asking by what authority the Superin-
tendent of Public Instzuction occupies three rooms in the
Capitol building, and whether or not s0 many rooms are
pecessary, I have to say, that the business of this office
required me to have the amount of room now occupied,
apd the rooms were assigned by the Secretary of State.
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With the amount of business to transact, the mumber of
clerks necessarily em&)loyed, and the various kinds of -
blanks, vouchers and records which must be kept in
proper order for distribntion, I cannot transact the busi-
mess of my office with less room.

I have the honor to be, very resjpectfully, your obedi-
ent servant, J. C. D GRESS,

Supt. Public Instruction.

Bills. and regolutions being next in order, Mr. Arm-
strong offered the following resolution :

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the
State of Texas, That the Commissioner of the General
Jand Office be, and he iy hereby requested to in-
form this House in writing, what number of land certifi-
cates have been applied for by the Houston and Texas
Central Railway Company, and what number of land
certificates have been actnally issued to said company,
and when issued ; and to furnish copies of all communi-
cations addressed to bim from the Exeeutive and Attor-
ney General’s offices, and by him to them, reluting to the
issuance thereof. Also thenumber of certificates issued
to other railroad companies, the number to each com-
pany, and number per mile issued to each company.

Adopted. '

Mr. Denton introduced a bill to make ¢ounty surveyors
in this State ez officio notaries public. Read and referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

Mr. Rainey introduced a bill to repeal an act entitled
“An act to enforce Section 21, Article 1 of the Constitu-
tion of the State of Texas,”” approved Oectober 28, 1871.
Read and referred to Committee on State Affairs.-

Mr. Wood introduced a bill to prescribe the manner in-
which. the Commissioner of the General Land Office of the
State of Texas shall cancel patents, and allow the floating
of certificates, that conflict with older gramts, patents or
surveys, and to protect the archives and files of the office
of the Commissioner of the General Land Gffice. Read
at}lcg referred to the Committee on Public Lands and Land

ce.

Mr. Lane introduced a bill to amend ¢ An act preserib-
ing the mode of proceeding in district courts in matters of
probate, approved August 15, 18707 Read and referred
to Judiciary Committeq No. 2.
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Mr. Tom introduced a bill to be entitled “An act per-
manently establishing the county seat of Kinney county.”
Read and referred o the Committee on Counties and
County Boundaries. »

Mr. Russell introduced a bill' entitled ¢ An act supple-
mental to the several acts to regulate the assessment and
collection of taxes.” Read andreferred to the Committee
on State Affairs.

Mz, Tivy introduced a bill for the relief of the assignees
of Antonio Menchaca.” Read and referred to Committee
on Private Land Claims.

- Mz, Ghent offered the following resolution :

Lesolved by the House of Representatives, That the
Seeretary of State be requested to inform this House what
nuwmber of copies of Paschal’s Digest, it any, were furn-
ished ity members during the  Twelfth ~Legislature.

Adopted.

Mr. Anderson, of McLennan, introdnced a bild entitled
“An act to amend an act gra,ntin%pensions to the sur-
viving veterans of the revolution which separated Texas
from Mexico, approved August 18, 1870.” ~ Read and re-
ferred to the Commitiee on State Affairs,

Mr. Tilson introduced a bill to amend An act to au-
thorize the transeript of the records of the County Court
of Bowie county.””” Read and referred to J udiciary Com-
mittee No. 2.

Mr. Powers introduced a hill to anthorize the County
Court of Maverick county to issue interest-bearing bonds
and to levy a tax to pay the same. Read and referred to
the Committee on Counties and County Boundaries.

Mzr. Brown, of Upshuy, introduced a bill for the relief.
of Rev. W. (. Crawford. Read and referred to the
Committee on Finance. )

Mr. Ghent introduced a bill to repeal an act entitled
“ An act to provide for the appointment, by the Governor,
of certain officers to fill vacancies.” Read and referred
to Judiciary Committee No. 2. :

- Mr. Frankee introduced a bill directing the publication
of the expenditures, assets and indebtedness of the
several counties. Read and referved to Judiciary Com-
mittee No. 1.

Mr. Brown of Dallas introduced a joint resolution
authorizing the painting of certain portraits. Read and
referred to the Committee on State Affairs.
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My. Smith of Colorado introduced 2 bill to prevent
-speculation by officers in county, city and town debts and
liabilities. Read and veferred to the Committee on
Finance.

Senate bill No. 11, “An act making an appropriation
for the mileage and per diem pay of the members and
the per diem pay of the officers and employés of the
Thirteenth Leﬁz'slat:ure,” was then called up and put on
its second reading. :

My. Sayers moved to amend by inserting the words
“Tirst Session.” Lost.

_ The bill having been read was passed to the third read-
ing. -

On motion of Mr. Brown of Dallas the rules were sus-
pended and the bill read a third time. The bill then
passed. . :

The Speaker announced the following special com-
mittee on the bill regulating the practice of medicine :
Messrs. Ford, chairman, Denton, Déyle, Ghent, Russell,
Tivy and Trolinger. o
~ Mpr. Treland offered a communication from the Comp-

troller, and moved ity reference without reading to the
special committee on the communication from the Gov-
ernor relating to the Comptroller’s report, which was
carried. -

Mr. Joseph offered the following resolutions:

Resolved, That this Houge has heard with sorrow and
regret of the death of the Hon. Alexander Rossy, of
Galveston, and Representative elect from the Twelith Sen-
atorial District of this Siate.

Resolved, That out of respect for the memory of the
deceased the House do mow adjourn until to-morrow
morning at ten o’elock. .

Mr. Joseph paid a beauntiful and feeling tribute to the
memory of his deceased colleague.

The Honse then adjonrned.



82 , House JOURNAL. [Jan. 23, 1873.

HOURE OF REPRESENTATIVES, i
AusTiv, TExAs, January 28, 1873.

House meb pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain, Roll called ; guorum present.

The following gentlemen failed to answer to their names :

Messrs. Diller, Gilpin, Nelson and Walkey.

Mr. Nelson was excused on account of sickness,

Mr. Gilpin came forward and took the oath..

The journal of yesterday was read, pending which a
messenger from the Senate was announced, bearing a bill
to amend the charter of the city of Galveston, grant a
pew charter to the same and repeal all previous acts of
ineorporation, said bill having been passed by the Senate.

Mr. Shaw offered a petition of citizens of Titus county,
agking that Mr. John Massey be allowed to follow the oc-
cupation of fourth class merchant free of any license tax.
Read and veferved to Committee on Finance.

The chaivman of Judiciary Committee No. 1 reported
as follows : -

Ion. M. D. IC. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : .

Sin:  Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was refer-
red bill No. 32, have had the same under consideration,
and instrnet me to state that we deem it impolitic for the
counties to be charged in any event with the fees of jus-
tices of the peace in cases where they may sit as commit-
ting magistrates, or that the counties shounld pay the fees
of sheriffs or constables in like cases, and to report the
bill with the recommendation that it do pass.

GEO. W. SMITH, Chaivman.

The accompanying bill, {o repeal certain sections of an
act entitled < An act to organize the eourts of justices of
the peace and county courls, and to define their Jurisdic-
tion and duties, approved Angust 13, 1870, having been
vead second time, was ordered to be engrossed and put
on its third reading.

On motion, the rules were suspended, the bill considered
engrossed, read a third time and passed. ‘

A second report from the same committee was offered,
as follows:

b 0
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives ‘
Sir: The Judiciary Committe No. 1, to whom was re-

ferred bill No. 42, have instrucied me to say that we ave

of opinion that section fitteen of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, approved August 26, 1856 (article 3989 of Pas-
chal’s Digest), was repealed by act of the . twelfth of Feb-
ruary, 1858, and that there is no law in force authorizing
the foreman of a grand jury to administer the proper oath
to a witness to testify before them, and report the bill back

and recommend its passage. ) ‘

‘ ~EO. W. SMITH, Chairman. _
The bill reported was as follows: ““An act to amend

article 2850 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, approved

Angust 26, 1850.”

It was read second time and ordered to be engrossed.

Following report from same Commitiee, was then read :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : : '

Sir: The Judiciary Committee No. 1, to whom was re-
ferved biil No. 16, have bad the same under consideration,
and are of opinion that there are provisions in the pres-
ent law that render it unnecessarily inconvenient to take
depositions, and have instructed me to report the accom-
panying bill and recommend it as a substitute for the
origmaf bill, and recommend its passage, believing that it
obviates all the objectionable features in the present law.

GEO. W. SMITH, Chairman.

The substitute was as follows : :

A Dbill to be entitled ** An act to minend the first section
of an act entitled an act to amend the seventy-first and
nivety-gsecond sections of an aet {o regulaie proceedings.
in the District Courts, approved May 13, 1846.>

Substitute adopted and the bill ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Colorado, the vote to have
the bill engrossed was reconsidered, and the bill made the
special order of the day on the thirtieth instant, at 12 M.

The Chairman of Judiciary Committee No. 2 reported
as follows: : ,

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Your Committee to whom was referred House Bill No.
70, beg leave to report said bill back to this House, with.
the recommendation that it do not pass.

| IRELAND, Chairman.
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Said bill, to repeal an act entitled “‘Anact for the protec-
tion of poor persons in cases of appeal in civil suits, ap-
proved May 3, 1871, was read and the reportadopted.

A second report from the same committee, to whom
was referred the petition of H. M. Truebeart, R. and D. G.
Mills and others, returned the same to the House,
with the remark, that in the opinion of the com-
mittee, no legislative relief can be given the memorialists.
If the lands were illegally sold the courts can afford all
neocessary relief ; if legally sold, it is not in the power of
the Legislature to afford the relief prayed for.

The report was adopted. ,

The chairman of the Committee on Internal Tmprove-
‘ments reported as follows: '

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Spealer of the House of Repre-
sentatives : ' :
Your Committee on Internal Improvements have ha

nnder consideration House bill No. 47, to be entitled “An

act to amend the second and thirteenth sections of an act
to incorporate the Rockport, Fulton, Laredo and Mexi-
—can Pacific Railroad Com%)any, approved November 11,

1871,” and have instructed me to report the same back to

the House and recommend its passage, with the following

amendinents :

First. Awmend section one by striking out the words
“Gulf of Californin,”” and inserting the words * Pacific
coast’' instead. :

Second. Amend section one by adding the following
at the end of the section: ¢ Provided, that this company
shall only be entitled to receive the benefits of the general
railroad laws of the State for the number of miles actually
constructed by them.

Respectfnlly submitted.

C. M. WINKLER, Chairman.

The amendments were adopted and the bill ordered to
be engrossed.

The chairman of the Committee on Private Land Claims
reported as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repie-
sentatives : _ ’

Sir: Your committee to. whom was referred House
bill No. 85, have duly considered the same, and a ma-
jority of the committee instruct me to report the same
back and recommend that it do pass.

LANE, Chairman.
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The bill entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the Commissioner
of the General Land Office to issue headright certificates
and bounty and donation warrants for land to certain

ersons entitled to the same,” was amended by adding
the following proviso: The provisions of this bill shall
1ot be so construed as to interfere with vested rights of
third persons. The bill wasread the second time and
ordered to be engrossed.

A communication from the Seeretary of State, inclosing
official returns of a general election held in the State of
Texas, on November 5, 6, 7 and 8, 1872, was received and
rveferred to the Apportionment Committee, without read-
ing.

A communication from the Adjutant General, in rela-
tion to the declaration of martial law in the counties of
Hill and Walker, was read and referred to the Committee
on Military Affajrs. :

A. communication from his Excellency the Governor,
furnishing an estimate of expenditures for the support of
the State government for the present and ensuing fiscal
years, was referred to the Committee on Finance. .

On motion, the vote on the passage of Senate bill No.
11, zg)ﬁropriatmg the sum of eighty thousand dollars for
the mileage and per diem pay of the members, and the
per diem pay of the officers of the Thirteenth Legisla-
ture, taken on yesterday, was reconsidered and the bill
put upon its passage.

) The yeas and nays were called for and resulted as fol-
ows:

Yeag-—Mr. Spealcer, Abbott, Adriance, Allison, Ander- -
son of Montgomery, Anderson of MeLennan, Armstrong,
Berends, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeanx, Broaddus, Brown of
Dallas, Brown of Upshur, Caxroll, Chambers, Cunning-
ham, Davenport, Day, Denton, Doyle, Eastland, Ellett,
Ford, Frankee, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette, Gil- .
})in, Green, Harrison, Hester, Hofiman, Hollingsworth,

reland, Joseph, Kemiole, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Legr
endecker, Mabry, Manning, Mei)ona,ld, l\ﬁcha,el, Mills,
Moore, Morris, i’owers, f’rendergast, Rainey, Rimes,
Robb, Roberts, Roseborough, Russell, Salter, Sayers,
Veale, Venters, Washington, Waits, Westfall, Wilder,
Scott, Short, Smith of Colorado, Shaw, Shelton, Storey,
Thurmond, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Van Zandt,
Williams, Winkler and Wood—--79.

Nays—DNone.
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Whereupon the bill was declared to have passed.

Mr. Wood introduced a bill to amend “An aet pre-
geribing the mode of proceeding in the distriet courts in
matters of probate, approved Amgust 15. A. D. 1870,
and to repeal certain sections of said act.

- On motion, its reading was dispensed with, and the bill
wasg referred to Judiciary Commtiee No. 1.

Mz, Westfall introduced a bill for the relief of Burnet
county. Read and referred to the Committee on State
Affaiys.

Mr. Sayers introduced a bill to anthorize the appoint-
ment of connty attorneys. Read and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 1. .

r. Storey introduced a bill amending “An act to ox-
ganize the courfs of justices of the peace and county
courts, and to define their jurisdiction and duties,
approved May 8, 1871, Read and referred to Judiciary
Committee No. 2. :

Mr. Anderson, of MeLennan, introduced a bill to
amend “An act establishing a eode of eriminal proced-
ure for the State of Texas.” Read and referred to Judi-
ciary Committee No. 2.

v. Rimes introduced a bill for the better protection of
the agrienltural interests of the State, and to amend the
penal code of the State. Read and referred to Judiciary
Committee No, 2. .

Mzr. Brown, of Dallas, introduced a bill for the velief of
George W. Miller. Read by caption and referred to the
Commitiee on Private Land Claims.

Mz, Brown, of Dallas, introduced anmother bill for the
relief of Mrs. Caroline A. Stevens. Read by caption and
referred to the Commitiee on Private Land claims.

Mr. Russell offered the following vesolution :

WiereAs, There have been four leagues of land set
apart to each county in this State for edueational pur-
poses, and large grants of land for the endowment of
universities; high schools, ete.; and

Whereas, Large quantities of "those lands are fre-
guently located in ome county, and there being no
rovisions made by law by which titles can be obtained
to said lands, which operates to the detriment and
against the "settlement of many counties in this State :
therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Committes on Bdueation be instructed
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to inquire into the necessity and propriety of putting
said school lands, or any part thereof, into the market, so
that the people of the counties may begin to derive some
benefit from their property.

Adopted. o

Mr. Payne introduced a joint resolution of thanks to
the persons engaged in the late encounter with the Indians
in Live Oak county.

Read and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

Mr. Ireland introduced a bill to regulate the condnct of
public officers. ' _ '

Read and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1.

On motion, Mr. Rusgsell was added to the Committee on
Education.

On motion, Mr. Hoffman was added to the Committee
on Printing .nd Contingent Expenses. ,

On motion, Messrs. Watts and Bewley were added to
the Committee on Internal Tmprovements, My. Frankee to
the Commitiee on Agriculture and Stock Raising, My.
Bledsoe to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and Mr. Gil-
pin to the Committee on Agriculture and Stock Raising.

Mr. Watts introduced a bill to amend section five of the
act prescribing the powers and dutiés of the district courts,
approved Angust 12, 1870, '

ead and referred to Judiciary Committes No. 2. -

My. Tilson offered the following resoluntion : ‘

Resolved, That his Excellency B.J. Dayvis, Governor of
the State of Texas, be and he i3 hereby requested to for-
ward to this House at_his earliest eonvenience all the ve-
poris of the Comptroller of Public Accounts, as made by
said Comptroller sinee the commencement of this session,
and that the chief clerk of this House furnish the Gover-
nor with a copy of this resolution.

Adopted. -

~Mr. Veale introduced a bill to amend section twenty-
third of an act organizing the comrts of justices of the
peace and county cousts, and defining their jurisdietion
and duties, approved August 13, 1870.
Read and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2.
Mzr. Russell introduced a bill to repeal section five of
-'ghe “Act to give effect to the several provisions of the
onstitution concerning taxes.”’ :

Read and referved to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

. Mzr. Broaddus offered the following concurrent resoln-
ion :

t_
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Resolved, That the Senate be and it is hereby invited to
2o into joint session with the House of Representatives
at twelve o’clock M., on Saturday, the twenty-fifth inst.,
for the purpose of electing a public printer.

A motion to adjourn was lost.

Mr. Payne offered the following substitute :

Lesolved, That a joint committee of three members of
both Houses of the Legislature be appointed to take into
consideration the election of a 1}:1b1ic printer, at as early
a day as practicable, and that the Senaie be earnestly re-
quested to give this resolution immediate attention.

Mr. Short moved the previous question, which being
seconded, was put and carried, and the main question
was then submitted, which was the adoption of the reso-
lution, and the resolution put on its adoption.

The yeas and nays being called for resulted as follows:

Yeas—Mzr. Speaker, Ab%oti;, Anderson of McLennan,
Berends, Bledsoe, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown of Dal-
las, Brown of Upshur, Carroll, Cunningham, Davelrllf)ort,
Day, Doyle, Franlkee, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Gillette,
Gilpin, Harrison, Hester, Hollingsworth, Joseph, Kemble,
Killough, Kleberg, Mabry, Manning, McDonald, Morris,
Noeggerath, Powers, Prendergast, Rimes, Robb, Rose-
borough, Russell, Salter, Sayers, Scoft, Shaw, Shelton,
Short, Smith of Colorado, Storey, Thurmond, Tivy,
Trolinger, Van Zandt, Veale, Venters, Westfall and
Wood-—53. -

Nays—Messrs. Adriance, Allison, Anderson of Mont-
gomery, Armstrong, Bewley, Bootf', Chambers, Denton,
Bastland, Ford, Green, Hoffman, lreland, Lane, Léyen:
decker, Michael, Mills, Moore, Payne, Rainey, Roberts,
Tilson, Tom, Washington, Watts, Wilder, Williams and
Winkler—29, :

Whereupon the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Raiuney offered the following resolution :

Lesolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be
instructed to report to this House whether the provisions
of the act of November 25, 1871, appropriating seven-
teen thousand dollars to finish the artesian well, and
to purchase a steam fire engine, have been executed.

Adopted.

The order of the day being taken up, the resolution in-
structing Judiciary Committee No. 1 1o inquire into the
propriety of repealing the present probate laws, and of
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re-enacting the law of 1848, was taken from the table and
referred to Judiciary Commitiee No. 1. A

The joint vesolution to amend section four, article three,
of the Constitution of the State of Texas, was read and
referred to the Committee on Constitutional Amendments.

The joint resolution proposing an amendment to section
six, article five, of the Constitution of the State of Texag,
was read the second time and referred to the Committee
on Constitutional Amendments.

The joint resolution proposing amendments to section
forty-five, article twelve, of the Constitution of the State
of Texas, was read the second time and referred to the
same committee.

The joint resolution to vepeal section forty, article
twelve, of the Constitution of the State of Texas, was
read the second time and referrved to the same commitiece.

The joint resolution to repeal section forty-four, article
twelve, of the Constitution of the State of Texas, wag
read the second time and referred to the Committee on
Constitutional Amendments. -

The act to prohibit the sale or giving away of liquor
within one mile of the imnstitnte at Caledonia, Rusk
i{)j\%m.ty, was read and referred to the Commitiee on State

2irs.

Mr. Brown of Dallas offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Committee on Coustitutional Amend-
ments be instructed to take into consideration the general
subject of what amendments, if any, are necessary to the
State Coustitution, and that they report by bill or other-
wise.

Adopted. :

On motion of Mr. Mills the Housce adjourned until to-
morrow at 10 A. M. o

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
Avstin, Texas, Januayy 24, 1873, |

House met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; quoram present.

The following gentlemen failed to answer ‘to their
names: Messrs.al)iller, Nelson and Walker. c

Mr. Nelson was excused for siekness.

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.-
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Oun motion of Mr. Denton, the Committee on Agricul-
ture and Stock Raising was divected to return to the desk
a bill for the protection of the agricultnral interests of
the State, introduced by him. _ :

The Speaker then announced the rooms assigned to the
different committees. :

Mr. Anderson of McLennan offered a memorial of the
Prison Reform Association of Texas, which was vead and
referred, with accompanying bill, to a special committee
of five, of which My. Anderson of McLennan shall be
chairman. ] .

- Mr. Klieberg offeved a petition of Samuel Andrews,
gmying for relief. Referred, without reading, to -the
ominittee on Private Land Claims. ~

The chairman ot Judictary Committee No. 2 reported
ag follows : .

Hon. M. D. K. Tuylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
- sentatives :

Sk : Your committee, to whom was referred Housebill
No. 98, beg leave to veport the same back to the House,
with the recommendation that the same do pass.

TRELAND, Chairman.

The bill entitled, “An act to amend section five of an
act prescribing the powers and duties of clerks of district
courts,” was then vead the second time and ordered to be
engrossed.

On motion, Mr. Smith. of Colarade, was excused on
acconnt of business.

On motion, Mr. Canningham was added to the Com-
mittee on. Education.

A second report from the Judiciary Committee No. 2,
was sent in and read :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives ;

Sik: Yowr commitfee to whom was referred House
Bill No. 53, beg leave to report the bill herewith sabmit-
ted, as a substitute for the original bill, and recommend
its passage. IRELAND, Chairman.

The substitute, which was “An act to provide forappeals
from interlocutory orders and decrees of the District Uourts
of the State, and the judges thereot, and to repeal an act
providing for appeals from interlocutory judgments in
the District Courts of the State,”” was then. read, after
which, the original bill was read for information.
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The substitute was then adopted, and the bill ordered
engrogsed.

The chairman of the same committee reported further,
as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :

Siz: Your commitiee to whom was referred House
bill No. 100, beg leave to-report, that in the opinion of
the committee the public service can be best promoted by
said bill being referred to the Committee on Finance.

IRELAND, Chairmoan.

The veport was adopted, and the bill referred to the
Finance Committee.

A message from his Exeellency the Governor was an-
nounced, and his communication received. :
The chairman of Judiciary Committee No. 2, reported

further, as follows:
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Howuse of Repre-

sentatives : . .

Sir: Your committee to whom was referred House
Bill No. 91, beg leave to report the bill herewith submit-
ted, as a substitute for the original bill, and recommend
ity passage. o IRELAND, Chairman.

_The substitute, “An act to amend an act entitled an act
to establish a code of criminal procedure for the State of
Texas,” was read and adopted.

The bill was then read the second time, and ordered
engrossed.

- On motion, the vote ordering engrogsment was recon-
sidered.

Mr. Powers offered anamendment to the first seetion of
the bill, as follows: ¢ Provided, that the magistrate issu-
ing said warrant shall impress thereon his notarial seal.”

M. Brown, of Dallas, moved that the bill and amend-
ment be recommitted to Judiciary Committee No. 2.

A division being called for, resulted in thirty-two for,
and thirty-seven against, whereupon the motion was de-
clared to have been lost.

Mr. Mills moved to postpone the matter to 12 M. on
Wednesday next, and ﬁzwe one hundred copies of the
bill printed for the use of the House. Lost. .

The amendment was then adopted and the bill ordered
engrossed.

he chairman of Judiciary Committee No. 2 reported
farther as follows:
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Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, ‘Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives : :

Sir: Your committee, to whom was referred House
bill No. 84, beg leave to report the bill herewith submitted-
as a substitate, and recommend its passage. _

IR LAN?D, Chairman.

The substitute, entitled ‘“ An act to repeal an act en-
~ titled an act to provide for the appointment, by the
Governor, of certain officers to fill vacancies,” was then
read and adopted, and the bill ordered engrossed. :

The chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills,
reported as follows:

on. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives ; "

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined the following bill, to-wit: House bill
No. 59, to be entitled “An act to amend an act entitled
an act to reincorporate the city of Navasota, Grimes
county, and to grant a new charter to said city, and to
vepeal ‘an act approved October 27, 1866, incorporating
the city of Navasota,”” and find the same correctly en-

grossed.
BOOTY, Chairman.
~ Report adopted.
A second report from the same committee was then
read as follows: _
Fon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives :
Sir: Your Commitiee on Engrossed Bills have care-
fully examined House bill No. 32, and find the same cor-

rectly engrossed.
BOOTY, Chairman.

A third report of the same committee was submitted :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : .

Sir: Your Committee on Engrossed Billshave examined
and find the following. bills correctly engrossed: House
bill No. 1, to be entitled ‘“ An act to repeai an aect entitled
an act to establish a State police, and provide for the
regulation of the same, approved July 1, 1870, and also
to repeal an act to amend an aet entitled an act to estab-
lish a State police and provide for the regulation of the
same, approved May 2, 1871;’ No. 11, to be entitled
*“An act to repeal an act entitled an aet to provide for



“Jan. 24, 1873.] Hovse JourNAL. 93

the enrollment of the militia, the organization and dis-
cipline of the State gnards, and for public defense, ap-
proved June 24, 1870, and also to repeal an act entitled
- an act to amend an act entitled an act to provide for the
enrollment of the militia, the organization and discipline
of the State ghards, and for the public defense, approved
April 12, 18715 substitute for bill No. 14, to be entitled
““An act to repeal section five of an act entitled an act to
organize and maintain a system of public free schools in
the State of Texas, approved April 24, 1871;” No. 10,
to be entitled ‘“An act to legalize and make valid the
recent election in Wilson county ;” No. 67, repealing all
laws authorizing persons, departments, or heads of depart-
ments, or officers of counties, to have printing done at
expense of the State; No. 71, to be entitled ““An act to
authorize the Comptroller of Public Accounts to reeeive
from the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States
the balance of the fund appm]%riamd by the acts of Sep-
tember 9, 1850, and. February 28, 1855, for the payment
of the creditors of the late Republic of Texas,” and find
the same correctly engrossed.
‘ BOOTY, Chairman.

Report adopted.

The chairman of the Commitiee on State Affairs re-
ported as follows :

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Ilouse of Repre-
sentatives:

Sir: The Committee on State Affairs, to whom was
referred a bill entitled ‘“An act to prohibit the sale or
giving away of intoxicating or spivituous liguors within
one mile of the institution of learning situated at Cala-
donia, Rusk county,” instruct me to report that said bill
having emanated from the Committee on Education was
referred to this commitiee by mistake, and should be
placed on the table to come wnp in its regular order.

_ J. H. BROWN, Chairman.

The report was adopted and the bill ordered engrossed.

The chairman of the Committee on Agriculture and

- Stock Raising refortecl as follows :
Hon, M. D. K ‘wylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives:

Sir: Your Commitiee on Agriculture and Stock Rais-
ing, to whom was referred 2 bill to be entitled ‘“An act
to encourage the manufacture of agricultural implements
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in thig State,” have duly examined the same, and I am
directed to report the bill back to the House and recom-

mend that it do not pass.
THURMOND, Chairman.

The bill was read and the report adopted.

A motion to reconsider the vote was lost. L

The Committee on Agriculture and Stock Raising then
asked to be excused from the further consideration of
that portion of his Excellency the Governor’s message ve-
lating to agriculture and mechanies, which had been ve-
ferred to them, which was granted.

The chairman of the Committee on Indian Affairs ve-
ported as follows: '

on. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives:

Sir: Your Commitiee on Indian Affairs return the
joint resolution of thanks to the persons engaged in the
fate encounter with the Indians in Live Oak county, and
recommend its passage. - VEALE, Chairman.

Mr. Brown moved to amend by adding, “‘and that the
Governor be requested to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the persons named,” which was carried.

The joint resolution was then ordered engrossed.

The chairman of the Committee on Town and City Cor-
gomﬁons reported as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the Howuse of Repre-
sentatives:

Sir: The Commiitee on Town and City Corporations,
to whom was referved Houge bill No. 22, “An act to in-
corporate the city of Fort Worth, in ‘the county of Tar-
rant,”’ have examined the same, and instract me to re-
port the same back o the House, with the accompanying
amendments and recommend that it pass.

All of which is respecifully submitted.

‘WOOD, Chairman.

The report was adopted.

The.amendments were read and adopted.

The reading of the bill was dispensed with, and it was
ordered engrossed. '

A messenger from the Senate was announced, who sub-
mitied the following communication :
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, 8peaker of the House of Repre-

senfatives : :

Sir . The Senate hag tabled the House resolution, invit-
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ing the Senate to meet the House in joint session on Satur-

da_y,t12 o'clock, the twenty-fifth instant, to eleet a public
TInter. ’ o

o CHALMERS, Secretary of Senate.

A second report from the Committee on Town and City

Corporations was as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives : :

Sir: The Committee on Town and City Corporations
to whom was referred House bill No. 40, entitled “An
act to repeal sections thirty-one and thirty-two of an acten-
titled an act concerning private corporations, approved
December 2, 1871,” have considered the same, and directed
to report the same back to the House, and recommend
that 1t pass. In the opinion of the committee the pow-
ers delegated by these sections to the district courts, are
such as should only be exercised by the Legislature of
the State. Al of which is respectfully submitted.

WOOD, Chairman.

Rfﬂ)ort adopted. .

Bill read second time and ordered engrossed.

The chairman of the Commitiec on Roads, Bridges and
Ferries reported as follows:

Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the IHouse of Repre-
sentatives : '

Sir: Your Commitiee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries,
to whom was referred the petition of Hugh P. Clark, of
Van Zandt county, asking for a charter for a ferry across
the Sabine river on the divect route from Canton, in Van
Zandt county, to Emory, in Raines county, have had the
same under consideration, and said committee have in-
structed me to prepare the accompanying bill and recom-

mend its passage.
) ‘ HARRISON, Chairman.
Bill read and passed to second reading. -
The chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills re-
ported as follows:
Hon. M. D. K. Taylor, Speaker of the FHouse of Repre-
senlatives :

-8Sir:  Your Committee on Envolled Bills have carefully
examined “An act to amend the first section of article
two, of title two, of an act to incorporate the city of Gal-
veston, and to grant'a new charter to said city, and to
repeal acts heretofore passed incoxporating said city
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which may be in force by virtue of any existing charter,
approved May 16, 1871, and find it corvectly enrolled.
SHAW, Chairman.

Mr. Armstrong introduced a bill to amend the act in-
corporating the Sabine and Galveston Bay Railroad and
Lnmber Company, passed December 24, 1859, which act
changed the name of said ecompany to the *“‘Texas and
New Orleans Railroad Company.” . Read and referred to
Committee on Internal Improvements. _

Mr. Payne introduced a bill to amend the act incorpo-
rating Payne Female Institute. Read and referred to the
Committee on Town and City Corporations.

Mr. Ireland offered the following resolution :

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the
Comptroller of Public Accounts has no authority in law
1o andit or draw his warrant on the Treasurer for any ae-
counts for printing, whether done by either the House or
Senate, or any department or individual.

: The yeas and nays were called for and resulted as fol-
OWS :

Yeas—Mr. Speaker, Adriance, Anderson of McLennan,
Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe, Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus,
Brown of Dallas, Brown of Upshur, Carvoll, Chambers,
Cunningham, Davenport, D:a,y‘, Denton, Doyle, Eastland,
Frankee, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent, Giilette., Gilpin, Har-
rison, Hester, Hothman, Hollingsworth, Irveland, Joseph,
Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Leyendecker, Mabry,
Manning, McDonald, Mills, Morris, Noeggerath, Payne,
Powers, ?renc’lﬂ*gasﬁ, Rimes, Robb, Roseborough, Salter,
Sayers, Seott, Shaw, Shelton, Story, Tilson, Thurmond,
Tom, Tivy, Trolinger, Van Zandt, Veale, Venters, West-

fall, Winkler and Wood—65. N

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Allen, Anderson of Mont-
gomery, Armstrong, Eilett, Ford, Green, Michael, Moore,
Raine , Roberts, Short, Waghington, Watts, Wilder,
and Williams—16. A

Whereupon the resolution was declared adopted.

The Speaker then announced the special copumittee on
the prison reform memorial, Messrs. ‘Anderson of McLen-
511‘?111, chairman ; Bledsoe, Brown of Upshur, Sayers and

SON. s
"~ The communication from the Governor, stating that
Comptroller’s report had been delivered to chairman of
_spe_({ml committee on Comptroller’s accounts, was then
read.
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Bills and resolutions being in order, Mr. Prendergast
introduced a bill for the velief of certain citizens of Lime-
stone county. Read and veferred to the Commitiee on
Military Affairs.

Mz, Bordeavix introduced a bill to amend the code of
eriminal procedure. Read and rveferred to Judiciary
Committee No. 2. :

Mr. Storey offered the following resolution :

Resolved, The Judiciary Committee No. 1 be instructed
to inform this House whether or not in their opinion a
law, to take effect in a county of this State, upon a vote
of the people ofs said conuty, would be constitutional.

Secoind. If the Legislature has the power to submit such
a law, can the voters of anincorporated town or ¢ity be
excluded from voting thereon’ ‘

Adopted. -

Mr. Rimes introduced joint resolution to amend section
twenty-e;{lglht, article twelve, of the Siate Constitution.

My, Millsmoved to adjournuntil to-morrow at 10 A. M.,
which was carried.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, |
- Avstix, Texas, January 25, 1873. z’

House met pursuant to adjomrnment. Prayer by the
chaplain. Roll called ; guorum present. :

The following gentlemen failed to answer to their
names: '

Messrs, Carvoll, Diller, Ellett, Nelson, Phelps, Russell
and Walker.

Messrs. Carroll, Nelson and Russell were excused on
account of sickness.

The journal of yesterday was then vead, pending which
2 messenger from the Senate 1aid before the House Senate
bill No. 1, repealing the act providing for the appoini-
ment by the Governor of certain officers to fill vacancies ;
and Senate bill No. 2, repealing the act providing for the
enrollment of the militia, the organization and discipline
of the State Guards, and for the public defense.

The reading of the journal was completed and it was
adopted.
. 7y
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The joint vesolution of My, Rimeg, introduced yester-
day, was then read, and on the motion of Mr. Abbott to
%'eject the yeas and nays were called and resulted as fol-
lows : -

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Allen, Andervson of Montgom-
ery, Green, Harrison, Michael, Moore, Roberts, Washing-
ton, Wilder, Williaras, Winkler and Wood—13.

Nays—Messrs. " Speaker, Adrionce, Allison, Anderson
of McLeonnan, Armstrong, Berends, Bewley, Bledsoe,
Booty, Broaddus, Bordeanx, Brown of Dallas, Brown of
Upshur, Chambers, Canningham, Daven}zort, Day, Den-
ton, Doyle, Bastland, Ford, Frankee, Gallaway, Gaston,
Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin, Hester, Hollingsworth, Hoffman,
Irveland, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg, Lane, Ley-
endecker, Mabyy, Manning, McDonald, Mills, Morsis,
Noeggerath, Payne, Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes,
Robb, Roseborough, Satler, Sayers, Scott, Shaw, Shelton,
Short, Smith of Colorado, Storey, Thurmond, Tilsop,
Tom, Trolinger, Van Zandt, Veale, Venters, Watts and
‘Westfall—67.

‘Whereupon the motion to reject was declaved lost.

The resolution was then referred to the Committee on
Constitutional Amendments. :

Mr. Rainey offered o petition of certain citizens of
Houston county, praying that one Obediah Marsh be rein-
stated in the rights of f:ﬁl citizenship, he having been de-
prived thereof ri);y reason of conviction and purishment
for felony. _

Read and veferred to the Committee on State Affairs.

Mr. Kemble offered a petition of certain citizens of
Houston Creek, Ellis county, praying for the donation of
a certain parcel of Jand for school, church and burying
purposes. . -

Referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. Westfall offered & memorial of O. Fisher, the fall
reading of which was dispensed with, and it was referred
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. :

Mr. Anderson, of MeLennan, moved to suspend the
rules, and that leave be granted him to infrodunce a bill
relating to public printing, which was carried. -

He thenintroduded a bill entitled <An act to provide for
the public printing,’* which was read.

The rules were then suspended and the bill put npon
its second reading.
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After veading the seccond time Mr. Winkler moved

to amend section fivst, by siriking out the words ¢ within
the first two weeks,” and substituting therefor the words,
*‘at an early day,” which amendment was adopted.
- My, Winkler then moved to amend further by striking
out the word ‘“five”’ in the second line. of secfion third,
and ingerting instead, theword ‘‘ten,”” which amendment
was adopted. :

Mr. Winkler further moved to further amend, so that
section twelve read as follows: ’

The prices in this act named, shall be paid in United
States currency. - : ;

Mr. Anderson, of McLenunan, moved to amend by strk-
ing out seetion thirteen. :

On motion to strike out section thirteen of the bill the

yeas and nays were called for and resnltéd as follows:

- Yeas—Messrs. Speaker, Adviance, Allison, Andexr-
son of McLennan, Armstrong, Bevends, Bewley, Bledsoe,
Booty, Bordeaux, Broaddus, Brown of Dallas, Brown of
Upshur, Chambers, Conningham, Davenport, Day, Den-
ton, Doyle, Hastland, Ford, Frankee, Gallaway, Gaston,
Ghent, Gillette, Gilpin, Harrison, Hester, Hofiman, Hol-
lingsworth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Killough, Kleberg,
Lane, Leyendeecker, Mabry. Ma,m:i:l%*, McDonald, Mills,
Morris, Noeggerath, Pane, i’owers) rendergast, Rainey,
Rimes, Robb, Rosebomugh, Salter, Sayers, Scott, Shaw,
Shelton, Short, Story, Tilson, Thurmond, Tivy, Tom,
Trolinger, Van Zandt, Veale, Venters, Watts, Westfall,
Winkler and 'Wood—70.

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Allen, Anderson of Montgom-
ery, Green, Michael, Moord, Roberts, Washington, Wil-
der and Williams—10.

Whereupon the motion was declared adopted.

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment:

Of section first strike oud all after the enacting clause
and insert instead, ¢ that there shall be appointed by the
President for the time being, of the Senate, and Speaker
of the House of Representatives, a commitiee to be com-
posed of members of the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, each house having three members to act together
as a joint committee, who shall have the power to make
and conclude a contract or contracts for the public print-
ing with any person or persons whom they shall think fit,
for the best interests of the State, and on sach terms ag is
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provided for by this act, or atless rates if such committee
ghall think expedient so to contract. ' ]

On the motion to adopt the amendment the yeas and
nays were called for and the vote stood as follows:

eas—Messrs. Abbott, Allen, Anderson of Montgow-
ery, Armstrong, Ford, Green, Mabry, Michael, ﬁﬂ]s,
Moore, Roberts, Thurmond, Washington, Watts, West-
fall, Wilder and Williams—17. :

Nays— Messrs. Speakey, Adviance, Allison, An-
derson of MecLennan, Berends, Bewley, Blesdoe,
Booty, Bordeaux, Broadduns, Brown of Dallas, Brown of
Upshur, Chambers, Cunningham, Davenport, Day, Den-
ton, Doyle, Bastland, Frankee, Gallaway, Gaston, Ghent,
Giliette, Gilpin, Farrison, Hester, Hoffman, Hollings-
worth, Ireland, Joseph, Kemble, Killongh, Kleberg,
Lane, Leyendecker, Manning, McDonald, Morris, Noeg-
gerath, Payne, Powers, Prendergast, Rainey, Rimes,
%{o’b‘o, Roseborough, Salter, Sayers, Scoit, Shaw, Shelton,
Short, Storey, Tilson, Tivy, Tom, Trolinger, Van Zandt,
Veale, Venters, Winkler and Wood—63.

Whereupon the amendment was declared lost.

Mr. Booty then ofieved the following amendment: In

the eighth hne of section two, sirike out the word *‘eight,”
and insert the word  eleven,” which was adopted.
- Mr. Booty offered a2 second amendment: In sectiontwo,
insert between the word ‘‘ printed  and the word “and,”
the following: ¢ Three hundred copies of which shall
be delivered to the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, Comptroller, and the superintendents of the seve-
ral asylums, for the use of those institutions,”” which was
adopted. . :

Mr. Winkler offered the following amendment, to be
added to section one: ‘“‘Incase of vacancy by death, vesig-
nation or otherwise, of the publie printer during the re-
cess of the Legislature, such vacancy may be filled by
temporary appointment by the Governor, which shall
continue uniil a successor shall be elected and gualified,
agreeably to the provisions of this act’’ which wag
alc:lﬁpted. '

r. Treland moved to amend section one, by inserting
after the word persons, ‘‘or fitm,"” which was adopted.

Mr. Brown, of Dallas, moved to amend the first section
of the bill, by inserting after the word session, ‘“and at
the first regular session of each succeeding Legislature,”
which was adopted.





