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lars, the Senate furnishing the paper. 
Mr. Wootten made the following report showing the 

dat" required to be shown by a resolution of the Senate 
on that subject. 

"The number of sections of land in the Memphis, El 
Paso and Pacific Railroad belonging to the state is 473. 
Sectionized by other rail roads for the state is 1,858. By 
the LaVaca Navigation Company, 48 sections. Galveston 
and Brazos Navigation, 71. Alternate Eections of the 
Fisher and Miller Company, 3,000. Total 5,250 sections. 
In addition there are twelve leagues set apart for Indian 
purposes which have not been sectionized or disposed of 
by legislation. Of the fifty leagues of land set apart for 
the University there have been sold 58,683 acres and of 
this amount there are 10,101% acres sold on which no 
payment has been made." 

Mr. Lea offered the following: "Resolved that the Com
mittee on Finance inquire and report concerning the ex
pediency of selling to the Confederate Government all the 
cloths made at the penitentiary, except such portions as 
may be necessary for providing food and other supplies 
for the establishment and for meeting demands of the 
Military Board of this state." Adopted. 

Mr. Guinn introduced a bill repealing certain provisions 
of the revenue laws relative to the tax upon stills. Read 
1st and 2nd times and referred to Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Durant presented the account of J. C. Glover. Re
ferred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Wilson introduced a bill requiring Aliens to per
form service. Read 1st and 2nd times and referred to 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Maxey offered the following: "Resolved that the 
Committee on Finance be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of reporting a bill requiring the Chief Justices of 
the several counties to redeem and withdraw from circu
lation all their issues of a denomination exceeding One 
Dollar and that they report by bill or otherwise." Adopted. 

Mr. Guinn offered the following: "Resolved that the 
Committee on Public Printing is authorized to contract 
with the publisher of the State Ga.:ette for 10 copies of the 
Weekly Gazette for the use of the President." Adopted. 

A message from the House announced the passage of 
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necessary in furnishing wood for boiling purposes should 
be furnished with sUitable pine plank for erecting a number 
of vats to be placed at convenient distances from the water 
which can be rapidly filled by means of a cheap pump 
made with pine plank and conveying the water into the 
vats by means of small plank troughs. The labor is then 
done for a few days when by the rapid process of evapora
tion in fair weather they will have from forty five to ninety 
percentage of salt in each vat (the amount of salt of course 
being regulated by the quality of the water used). The 
boiling process being carried On at the same time, the ac
cumulation of salt by these two processes combined will 
be immense for the small force employed. 

As to the probable amount of salt that could be sold, 
I am of opinion that the demand will reach any probable 
amount that could be produced by the force before indi
cated. 

The region of country that would likely draw their 
supplies from these salines will embrace the counties of 
Young, Jack, Palo Pinto, Parker, Wise, Montague, Cooke, 
Denton, Grayson, Collin, and Tarrant, and probably a por
tion of several of the adjoining counties. It is proper to 
state that salt is being manufactured on a limited scale 
in the counties of Young, Jack and Wise, but in such lim
ited quantities that it amounts to but a very small item in 
the way of supplies even for the immediate neighborhood 
of the salines. The water is very weak containing as I am 
informed not exceeding from ceVen to ten percentage of 
salt requiring a great deal of labor to produce it. Conse
quently they are compelled to sell at high rates fifteen 
cents per pound being the lowest rates at which salt can 
be procured at these salines. 

Your Board desires also to be informed at what price 
salt should be sold obtained from these salines to make it 
self-sustaining. In order to arrive at anything like a cor
rect conclusion on this point, it will be necessary to esti
mate the probable expense of producing the salt and the 
transportation to some given point inside of the settlement, 
say to Fort Belknap, it being the nearest suitable point to 
establish a depot for the sale of the salt. Two gentlemen 
who accompanied our escort on the expedition, a Mr. Wil
son and Mr. James Tackitt, expressed their willingness to 
run two wagons and teams each in haUling the salt to 
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if prudently conducted that the results "'ill fully sustain 
my estimates. 

It may be proper before closing this report to make a 
few remarks in regard to the distance from Fort Belknap 
to these salines and the nature of the country through 
which we traveled. On reaching Belknap I was informed 
that the estimated distance to the salines situated beyond 
Double Mountain was one hundred and fifty miles, but am 
satisfied that the route we traveled cannot exceed one hun
dred and twenty-five miles which distance can be shortened 
from fifteen to twenty miles with but little or no labor 
lea,1ng the true distance from Belknap but a fraction over 
one hundred miles. This route passes over a section of 
country susceptible of one of the best natural roads for the 
same distance that I have ever traveled. Fresh water is 
found at convenient distances for horse or ox teams, and 
abounds in good grass and an ample supply of wood for 
the accommodation of travel to any extent that could be 
desired. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor to be 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obedient Servant 

A. Bishop 
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