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confer jurisdiction upon the county court to adjudicate 
upon matters pertaining to the estates of George Dean, de
ceased, which have arisen under the will of said decedent, 
have had the same under consideration and instruct me to 
report that such a law as the one designed by the petitioner 
would be in violation of the provisions of the Constitution 
which prohibits the passage of a retroactive law, and would 
confer no benefit on the petitioner. 

The district courts have ample power and jurisdiction 
to confer all the relief to petitioner which he seeks hereby 
bringing his case before it in a proper manner wherefore 
the committee ask to be discharged from any further Con
sideration of the same. 

C. W. Buckley 
Chairman 

Report received. 
Also the following report: 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The Committee on Judiciary to whom was referred the 

petition of Amos Martin praying for a divorce have in
structed me to report that said petitioner has mistaken the 
Forum clothed with jurisdiction of such causes, and how
ever much they sympathize with one whose "lady love" has 
proven so false and unkind ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same. 

C. W. Buckley 
Chairman 

Report received. 
Also the following report: 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
Your Committee on the Judiciary to whom was re

committed a bill entitled an act to prescribe the punishment 
for encouraging desertion from the army or navy of the 
Confederate States or the State of Texas have had the same 
under consideration and a majority of the Committee in
structed me to report that in our present struggle for inde
pendence and existence as a nation of free men, the crime 
sought to be punished by the bill is not inferior to treason 
itself, and no civilized nation has ever excused even the 
wife of a traitor from guilt. The present bill as originally 
reported by the committee exempted the wife from crim
inality and they believe that no other member of the family 
should be justified in giving aid to those who are evading 
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pany was taken up and passed under a suspension of the 
rule, when the House adjourned to 3 P.M. 

3 P.M. 
House met, when several bills were announced as hav

ing passed the Senate, whereupon the bill to raise revenue 
by taxation was again taken up, when a call of the House 
was moved and sustained. 

The Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of W. Mills 
was taken up, when another call of the House was moved 
and sustained, several members being absent, whereupon 
the House adjourned to 7 P.M. 

7:00 P.M. 
House met pursuant to adjournment, when the passage 

of several bills was announced by the Senate, and reports 
of committees received. 

The bill to raise revenue by taxation was again taken 
up, and after some discussion was made the special order 
for 9 A.M. tomorrow. 

The bill to suspend all laws for the collection of debts, 
etc., was passed; also the bill to punish the offense of de
sertion from the army and navy. 

The bill to amend Article 123 of the Penal Code was 
passed, also the bill to amend an act to require the Financial 
Agent of the State Penitentiary to settle his accounts quar
terly ",ith the State Comptroller, approved January 2, 1862. 

The bill for the relief of the Tonkaway Indians was 
passed, also a bill for the relief of James P. Dumas. 

The bill for enclosing the public cemetery was passed, 
also the bill to amend an act relating to the Lunatic Asylum. 

The bill to incorporate the Sons of the South was 
passed, also. the joint resolution authorizing the Military 
Board to issue percussion caps to the members and officers 
of the Tenth Legislature. 

The bill supplemental to an act to provide for the pro
tection of the frontier, etc., was passed. 

The bill to provide for raising a military force to pro
tect the Texas State Penitentiary was passed, with some 
amendments. 

After receiving a message from the Senate the House 
adjourned to 8 A.M. tomorrow. 
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GUN POWDER
 
Mr. Rowan of Waxahachie, Ellis County, having erect

ed at their place a large powder mill, the Board to encour
age home manufacture of this important and necessary 
article agreed to furnish Mr. Rowan with the salt petre and 
sulphur to be repaid in powder at the rate of $1.25 per 
pound. 

Salt petre and sulphur has been furnished Mr. Rowan 
to the amount of $6,097.76, he giving bond and security 
to protect the state against Joss. 

In March last the mill was blown up. The Board have 
not been able to makc as yet a satisfactory adjustment with 
the securities of Mr. Rowan who are able to pay, but they 
hope that the matter will be amicably arranged ",ithout a 
Jaw suit. 

Before the mill was destroyed Mr. Rowan had made 
about 800 lbs. of powder, but the samples sent by him to 
the Board, not coming up to the tests, the Board refused 
to receive it, and it is in the hands of his securities. 

Mr. George Pfeiffer of Corpus Christi having been 
recommended to the Board as a reliable person, and that 
he was building a powder mill near Corpus Christi, the 
Board entered into contract with him on the 30th day of 
l\lay 1862, for the supply of 10,000 pounds of powder at 
$1.75 per pound. 

The object of the Board was if possible to encourage 
by every means the establishment of mills within the state. 

By the tenus of the contract the Board were to ad
vanee Mr. Pfeiffer cotton with which he stated he could 
purchase in Mexico the necessary raw material. 

The Board advanced Mr. Pfeiffer one hundred and 
fifty bales of cotton, taking security for the same so that 
there "'ill be no Joss. 

Owing to the threatened attacks on Corpus Christi by 
the Federals, and the scarcity of mechanics, Mr. Pfeiffer 
informed the Board he was compelled to abandon the mill. 
and under a late date he has informed the Board that he 
has made arrangements by which he will be supplied with 
the quantity of gun powder that is required which he will 
deliver to the Board as soon as received. 

PURCHASE OF ARMS 
In addition to the contracts made for the manufacture 
























































