What Can You
Do to Help?

Wherever you smoke, use deep, sturdy
ashtrays— Ashtrays should be set on
something sturdy and hard to ignite, like
a table. Never put ashtrays on a sofa or
chair.

Make sure cigarette and ashes are out—
Soak cigarette butts and ashes in water
before throwing them away. NEVER
toss hot cigarette butts or ashes in a trash
can.

Check for butts— If people are smoking
in the home, check for cigarette butts
under cushions. Chairs and sofas can
ignite and burn fast.

Never smoke in a home where oxygen is
used— Never smoke while using oxygen
or anywhere near an oxygen soutce, even
if it is turned off. Oxygen can be explo-
sive and makes a fire burn hotter and
faster.

Keep your butts in your car— Tossing a
cigarette out a car window can cause wild
land fires that can put people, homes and
animals in danger. Use personal ashtrays
or car ashtrays when driving.

Chaperone your

cigarettes- R

Don’t let them go out

How to reach us:

State Fire Marshal’s Office

333 Guadalupe, P.O. Box 149221
(Mail Code 112-FM)

Austin, TX 78714-9221

512-305-7900 phone
512-305-7910 fax
fire.marshal@tdi.state.tx.us

http://www.tdi.state.tx.us/fire/
fmfiresafecig.html

Fire
Standard
Compliant
Cigarettes:




How the Fire Standard Compliant Cigarette (FSCC) Works
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porous porous porous
paper paper paper

Two or three bands of less porous paper slows down the
burning, causing the cigarette to self-extinguish, when
not actively being smoked.

Hous® fiige caused by a cigarette near —
the Univerdily 6ffTexas Campus=Pamages
estimated at $750,000. No lives were lost.

Myths vs Facts”® Did You Know?

Myth: There is no such thing as a cigarette that * The cost of cigarettes is not anticipated to

Why FSCC?

Nationally, cigarette-ignited fires cause

between 700 and 900 home fire fatalities
each year. In Texas in 2000, cigarettes
ignited 1,880 fires and caused more than
$14 million in property losses. In 2000,
10 civilians lost their lives, 35 civilians
were injured and 10 firefighters were
injured due to cigarette fires.

A Fire Standard Compliant Cigarette
(FSCC) is designed to self-extinguish if it
is left unattended or is not actively being
smoked. Cigarette companies produce fire
standard compliant cigarettes by wrap-
ping the cigarettes with two or three thin
bands of less porous paper. These bands
act as “speed bumps” slowing down the
burning of a cigarette, causing it to self-
extinguish. Even though FSCC will de-
crease the number of fires caused by
cigarettes, they are not foolproof. With
your help, many fires caused by cigarettes
may be prevented.

reduces the risk of fire.

Fact: I'SCCs only exhibit full-length burns 10%

of the time, compared with non-FSCCs,
which exhibit full-length burns 99.8% of
the time.

Myth: Fire Standard Compliant Cigarettes are

motre toxic.

Fact: A Harvard School of Public Health study

found that fire standard compliant ciga-
rettes are no more harmful than regular
cigarettes.

Myth: The push for fire standard compliant cig-

arettes is just an anti-smoking campaign.

Fact: The State Fire Marshal’s Office is working

to prevent loss of life, lessen the number
of burn injuries, and reduce property loss
due to cigarette related fires. The FSCC
campaign is about making sure the ciga-
rettes that are smoked ate less likely to
cause a fire.

* Information provided by the Coalition for Fire-Safe

Cigarettes and a study conducted by The Harvard
School of Public Health.

increase due to fire standard compliant tech-
nology.

The taste of cigarettes should remain unal-
tered with the implementation of FSCC tech-
nology.

One in four victims who die in smoking-mate-
rial fires is not the smoker whose cigarette
ignited the fatal fire.

47% of smokers who died in smoking-materi-
al fires were under the influence of drugs
and/or alcohol.

Mattresses, upholstered furniture and trash are
the most commonly ignited materials in a cig-
arette-caused home fire.

Nationally, between 2002 and 2005, 47% of
home smoking-material fire victims were
sleeping when they were injured.



