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AUSTIN — The 23rd Texas General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Fall Cleanup will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 26 at 10 sites in the Houston and Galveston areas. 
 
“It’s time to mobilize the Adopt-A-Beach troops and target trash on Texas beaches,” said Jerry 
Patterson, Commissioner of the Texas General Land Office. “With nearly 10,000 volunteers, the Adopt-
A-Beach army is a force to be reckoned with in the fight to keep our beaches clean.” 
 
Patterson urged Adopt-A-Beach volunteers to wear shoes, a hat and sunscreen and be ready to spend the 
day with other Texans who love the beach. Volunteers will be given data cards, gloves, pencils and trash 
bags. Most sites along the coast conclude the day’s cleanup with cold drinks, hot food and lots of fun. 
Volunteers can just show up and register at the sites between 8:30 a.m. and 9 a.m. on September 26.  
 
Volunteers may also register on-line at www.TexasAdoptABeach.org or become a fan of the Texas 
General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach program on Facebook. Texans who can’t make it to the beach but 
still want to support the volunteer effort can make a tax-deductible donation online at 
TexasAdoptABeach.org. Sponsorship levels range from $25 to $25,000. 
 
When Adopt-A-Beach volunteers first started their work in 1986, most of the trash on Texas beaches 
came from offshore vessels that dumped it overboard. Data collected by Adopt-A-Beach volunteers 
helped pass an international shipping treaty that banned dumping trash into the sea. 
 
Now, about 70 percent of the trash on Texas beaches is left behind by careless beachgoers. But that trash 
isn’t being left behind by anyone who’s ever spent a day picking up other people’s beer cans, cigarette 
butts and used diapers off the beach, Patterson said. 
 
True lovers of Texas beaches can show their pride by showing up at the Fall Cleanup with their very 
own Adopt-A-Beach license plates, which feature an adorable surfer tot with his board on a litter-free 
Texas beach. 
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The Adopt-A-Beach license plate costs just $30 in addition to regular vehicle fees, with $22 used to 
support the Texas coast.  For an extra $40 you can even personalize your Adopt-A-Beach plates. The 
cost of license plates is considered a tax-deductible donation. To order your plate today, go to Texas 
Online at www.texasonline.com or contact your local tax office. 
 
The success of the Adopt-A-Beach Program is made possible not only by the generous efforts of tens of 
thousands of volunteers, but through the generous donations of community leaders and sponsors 
statewide. Shell Oil Company is the lead cleanup sponsor for 2009. Other statewide sponsors are the 
Newfield Foundation, the Ocean Conservancy, Flint Hills Resources Community Action Council, 
Halliburton and Johnson Controls. 
 
Adopt-A-Beach Fall Cleanup check-in sites in the Houston and Galveston areas are:  
 
— Horsepen Bayou—Harris County  

Check-in: Clear Lake High School, 2929 Bay Area Blvd. 
Contact: Andrew Schaafs, 832-818-1381; andrew.schaafs@texasadoptabeach.org 
 

— Bolivar Peninsula - Galveston  
Check-in: Crenshaw Elementary, 416 Hwy 87,  about 7 miles from the ferry landing 
Contact: Denise Parsons, 409-795-1046; denise.parsons@texasadoptabeach.org 
 

— Kemah —Galveston County  
Check-in: Hwy. 146 on south side of Clear Creek under bridge on Kemah city side (2nd Street and 
Todville Rd.)  
Contact: Erin Radney, 832-326-4290; erin.radney@texasadoptabeach.org 
 

— Seabrook-Galveston County  
Check-in: Hwy. 146 north side of Clear Creek under bridge on Seabrook city side 
Contact: Rex Ward, 281-910-8774; rex.ward@texasadoptabeach.org 
 

— The John M. O’Quinn I-45 Estuarial Corridor & Virginia Point Peninsula Preserve —
Galveston County 
Check-in: Exit 6 off I-45 at Reitan Point 
Contact: Evangeline Whorton, 979-234-2096; 409-744-7431; 409-789-4996 (cell); 
evangeline.whorton@texasadoptabeach.org 
 

— Galveston Island—Galveston County 
Check-in: Menard Park, 27th & Seawall Blvd. 
Contact: Gary Schero, 409-762-3363; gary.schero@texasadoptabeach.org 
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— Surfside—Brazoria County  
Check-in: Stahlman Park, C.R. 257 (Bluewater Hwy.) 
Contact: James Glover, 979-864-1541;  james.glover@texasadoptabeach.org 
 

— Quintana, Bryan Beach—Brazoria County 
Check-in: Quintana Beach County Park, 5th St. 
Contact: Rich Tillman, 979-864-1564, X112; rich.tillman@texasadoptabeach.org or Sandra Smith 
979-864-1564, X112; sandra.smith@texasadoptabeach.org 
 

— Sargent Beach, Bay City—Matagorda County  
Check-in: Sargent Beach entrance 
Contact: Lamar Brown, 979-244-6144; lamar.brown@texasadoptabeach.org 
 

— Matagorda Beach—Matagorda County  
Check-in: Matagorda Jetty Park 
Contact:  Peggy Stanley, 979-863-2920; 979-216-6016 (cell) 
peggy.stanley@texasadoptabeach.org 
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• Pick a site and call the site coordinator or register online at www.texasadoptabeach.org. 
• Pre-register large groups with the site coordinator or online on or before Wednesday,  

September 23rd. 
• Wear sunscreen, shoes, sunglasses and a hat. 
• Bring plenty of drinking water. 
• Check in by 9 a.m. 
• Do not disturb the habitat of nesting shorebirds. 
• For your safety, stay off the dunes. 
• We’ll clean rain or shine! 

 
 
 

 
WHO:  About 10,000 Texans who care about Texas beaches 
WHAT:  23rd Texas General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Fall Cleanup 
WHERE: 10 coastal sites in the Houston and Galveston areas 
WHEN:  9 a.m. to noon Saturday, September 26 
WHY:  To keep Texas beaches clean and healthy 
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