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CHAPTER 601
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An Act relating to the terms of the board of directors of an appraisal district; adding Section 6.032 to
Subchapter A, Chapter 6, Tax Code,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:

SECTION 1. Subchapter A, Chapter 6, Tax Code, is amended by adding Section 6.032 to
read as follows:

“Section 6.032. OPTIONAL STAGGERED TERMS FOR BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS. (a) The taxing units participating in an appraisal district may provide that the terms of
the members of the board of directors be staggered if the governing bodies of at least three-fourths
of the taxing units that are entitled to vote on the appointment of board members adopt resolutions
providing for the staggered terms. A change to staggered terms may be adopted only if the method
or procedure for appointing board members is changed under Section 6.031 of this code to
eliminate or have the effect of eliminating cumulative voting for board members as provided by
Section 6.03 of this code. A change to staggered terms may be proposed concurrently with a change
that eliminates or has the effect of eliminating cumulative voting.

“(b) An official copy of a resclution providing for staggered terms adopted by the governing
body of a taxing unit must be filed with the county clerk of the county the appraisal district
primarily serves after June 30 and before October I of a year in which board members are to be
appointed, or the resolution is ineffective.

“(c) Before October 5 of each year in which board members are to be appointed, the county
clerk shall determine whether a sufficient number of taxing units have filed valid resolutions
propusing a change to staggered terms for the change to take effect. Before October 10 the clerk
shall notify each taxing unit participating in the district of a change that is adopted under this
section.

“{d) A change to staggered terms made under this section becomes effective beginning on
January I of the next even-numbered year after the county clerk determines that the change has
been adopted. The entire board of directors shall be appointed for that year without regard to the
staggered terms. At the earliest practical date after January 1 of that year, the board shall
determine gy lot which of its members shall serve one-year terms and which shall serve two-year
terms in order to implement the staggered terms. If the board consists of an even number of board
members, one-half of the members must be designated to serve one-year terms and one-half shall
be designated to serve two-year terms. If the board consists of an odd number of board members,
the number of members designated 1o serve two-year terms must exceed by one the number of
members designated to serve one-year terms,

“fe)} After the staggered terms have been implemented as provided by Subsection (d) of this
section, the appraisal district shall appoint annually for terms to begin on January 1 of each year a
number of board members equal to the number of board members whose terms expire on that
January 1, unless a change in the total number of board members is adopted under Section 6,031
of this code to take effect on that January 1,

“(f) If a change in the number of directors is adopted under Section 6.031 of this code in an
appraisal district that has adopted staggered terms for board members, the change must specify
how many members’ terms are to begin in even-numbered years and how many members’ terms
are to begin in odd-numbered years. The change may not provide that the number of members
whose terms are to begin in even-numbered years differs by more than one from the number of
members whose terms are to begin in odd-numbered years.

“{g) A change to staggered terms made as provided by this section may be rescinded by
resolution of @ majority of the governing bodies that are entitled to vote on appointment of board
members under Section 6.03 of this code. To be effective, a resolution providing for the rescission
must be adopted by the governing body and filed with the county clerk after June 30 and before
October 1 of an odd-numbered year. If the required number of resolutions are filed during that
period, the clerk shall notify each taxing unit participating in the district that the rescission is
adopted. If the rescission is adopted, the terms of ail members of the board serving at the time of
the adoption expire on January 1 of the even-numbered year following the adoption, including
terms of members who will have served only one year of a two-year term on that date. The entire
board of directors shall be appointed for two-year terms beginning on that date,

“(h} If an appraisal district that has adopted staggered terms adopts or rescinds a change in the
method or procedure for appointing board members and the change or rescission results in a
method of appointing board members by cumulative voting, the change or rescission has the same
effect as a rescission of the change to staggered terms made under Subsection (g) of this section.
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“(i) If a vacancy occurs on the board of directors of an appraisal district that has adopted
staggered terms for board members, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by resolution of the
governing body of the taxing unit that nominated the person whose departure from the board
caused the vacancy, and the procedure for filling a vacancy provided by Section 6.03 of this code
does not apply in that event.”

SECTION 2. The importance of this legislation and the crowded condition of the calendars
in both houses create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that the constitutional
rule requiring bills to be read on three several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is
hereby susp;nded, and that this Act take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it
is s0 enacted.

Passed the Senale on April 10, 1985, by the following vota: Yeas 28, Nays 0, passed the
Hotyse on May 17, 1985, by the foltowing vote: Yeas 134, Nays 0, one present not
voting. .

Approved: June 14, 1985
Effective: Immediately
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